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PREFACE. 



A-MOKG all the expeditions undertaken by modern adven- 
turers, eltiier for tlje extension of knowledge, the promotion 
of commerce, or the gratification of private cnriosity, none 
ever excited more general interest than that of Mr. Bruce. 
Urged by an irresistible impulse, by a laudable ambition to 
accomplish a design which had for ages baflSed the efforts of 
mankind, he pursued with unshaken perseverance the end 
which he had proposed; and his success was equal to his 
most sanguine expectations. Though the discovery of the 
source of the far-famed Nile had ever been a favourite object 
with mon distinguished for science, talents, and enterprizc, 
yet the fountains, which give birth to its fertilizing current, 
were destined to remain enveloped in profound obscurity, 
till the daring genius of Bruce explored, and laid them open 
to the rest of the world. In the prosecution of this darling 
scheme, which occupied a period of several years, he had to 
struggle with a variety of difficulties and dangers; he was 
involved in many extraordinary tidvexvluxM, «xi^ «tik\v3«^ «sv 
opportunity of witnessing the most a\ti%uVQCt, «cw^ X^^^w^ 



produce of some of our manutactures. 

It is the lot of fev^, who by their virtues or their talents 
attract tlio notice of their couteinj.oruries, to escape the 
slvdfts of tiivy, ignorance, and malevolence. Of this truth, 
Mr. Bruce allorded an additional example. Enemies and 
detractors were not wanting, who laboured by means of 
every possible insinuation to throw a veil of suspicion over 
the veracity of his accounts, and even succeeded in deprer'i- 
aiing him and his work, for a tirar, in public estimation, 
The concurring testimony of subsequent travellers proved, 
however, a complete vindication of Mr. Bruce's integrity, 
and effectually refuted the aspersions of ignorance and 
incredulity. 

For some time before the sudden decease of the author, he 

was engaged in preparing for the press a new edition of his 

Travels, but its publication was delayed by various causes, 

//// t/je ^ear 180b, when it appeared in seven octavo volumes 




-^..tientic Memoir of 

..^.i&ed, and with these recommenda- 

ent claim is made for this faithful epitome to 

of all whose leisure or whose means are not 

purchase of the voluminous original. 
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hit. Being left Id tli< choice q|j( prsFeuiop, he u flrsl 
euteitBiaed thoiighu of the chunt, but et leneth bBTii; 
decided on qutiUr;ing hJinecir u an BdTonte br Ihe Scoltliti 

•erril, of EdlDjuigh. Wli" piollcieiicy wu n»de bf the 
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Mr. Bruce conceived an attacliroent, wiiich induced him to 
abandon hig hopes of Asiatic wealth. His addresses were 
favourably received ; in February, 1754, lie ubtuliied the hand 
of 3Ii8S Allan, and with it a share of the business belonKing 
to the family into which he was admitted. His connnhiul 
happiness was of very short dunition. In u few months after 
marriage, Mrs. Bruc8 numifostcd evident syni])toms of a 
consumption, whicii in October of the san)e year carried hur 
olf at Paris, on her way to the south of Frunci*. 

This circumstance gave a new dir(>ction to the \iuws and 
pursuits of Mr. Bruce. His attention to business reluxc-l ; 
and he applied himself to the study of languages with such 
assiduity as gave him a habit of acquiring the most diftic-iilt 
idioms and dialects, of which he afterwards availed himself 
in learning the languages of the cast. He also inii)r(.vrd 
himself in drawing, and endeavoured to obtuin a coiiict 
taste in regard to paintings and works of art in gontrul. In 
these pursuits he was cliielly en'^a^od till 1757, when he 
visited Portugal and Sjjnin, with the profes-^od objoet t.f 
being present at thevinluue of tliiit toason, but in reality to 
view the state of society, uris, and soituu-c in thone countries. 
Landing at Corunnn, in Galicin, he ihonco proceeded to 
Ferrol, Oporto, and Lisbon.* ILiviufr hcen every thing 



•The journal which Mr. Bruce kept of this tour, whi^h 
hns never been made pui)lic, iet rtlleii with shrriwii roniMks 
and amusing obsiTvations, of which the foUowiii',' pu;-; : lc 
,nsiy herve us a speeinun : — 

"There are many ])arfi('nlur customs in Portuaal, all <if 

which may be known by this rulo, thut wluifi vr is flone iii 

the Tvst o/ ^/z « world in one w»y, is doiu' in I'ortupal by llie 

contrary, ^irmitotijc rocking ol" tliccrndle, which, I bt'Xx w, 

/// nil the rt'> t. of the world is from si«\f' to ^wXo, \)v\\ \\\ Vw,- 

tui;ul from I a *'ad to font. I funcv it i, owVvVi Vo \\\\^ v\v\Vj 



'rench territory at Mraituurs »« .« 

Rhine, visited Frankfort, Bonn, and Cologne, 
icd off to Brussels. Here a circumstance oc- 
had nearly been attended with disagreeable 
On the second day after his arrival he was 
quarrel with a person who had behaved rudely 

ce to a young gentleman, a stranger to Mr. 
hose appearance had inclined him to interfere 

e. The aggressor sent him a challenge, which 
They met, and our traveller twice wounded 

»t, and as he at first apprehended, mortally. As 

18 doubtful, and could not be ascertained on thp 

hat their brains work in so different a manner 
es after. A Portuguese boatman always rows 
t with his face but his back to the stem of the 
shes his oar from him. When he lands you, he 
'n of ihe boat to the shore, and not the head. If a 
tman ride on the same mule, the woman sits 
an, with her face the contrary way to what they 
d. When you take leave of any person to whom 
n paying a visit, the matter of the house always 
-*-:_- «"/» «nt of the house before 



knowledge of the Arabic, and the same restless curiosity 
directed his attention to the Ethiopic or Geez, a circuin- 
ftance which perhaps influenced hisdetenniDation to explore 
tbe Bourcei of the Nile. 

In 1701 be withdrew from the wine business, which he 
had carried on for seven years in company with liis brother- 
in-law, Mr. Allan. Tbe erents of the subsequent years of 
hia life, his acceptance of the British consulship at Algiers, 
hia travels in Africa and Asia, his accomplishment of that 
aaterprise which he had made the object of his ambition, 
A is residence in Abyssinia, and return to Europe, form the 
*u\0eet of tb€i following sheets. 

Landing a^ Marseilles on bis return from the c^t, \v^ iv^X^ 
•i>«0/ aoma ^ Jme in France, whither \i\» fame Vv«l^ \vtetc^t 
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him, and where his reception was highly flattering. His 
health having suffered much by the fatigues which he had 
undergone in his travels, he next determined to visit Italy, 
and repaired thither in July, 1772. After a residence of 
some length at Bologna and Rome, he returned in spring, 
1774, to Paris, and in June continued his journey to England, 
which he reached after an absence of twelve years. Soon 
after his arrival he was introduced at court, and graciously 
received by his Majesty, who was pleased to honour Mr. 
Bruce's labours in the cause of discovery with his approba- 
tion, and to accept the drawings of Baalbec, Palmyra, and 
the African cities. 

It was now expected that he would lose no time In giving 
to the world a narrative of his travels, in which the public 
curiosity could not but be deeply interested ; but various 
circumstances conspired to delay the publication. This delay 
afforded an opportunity to persons envious of his fame, 
ignorant of his merits, or offended at the little deference 
which he paid to their learning, to depreciate his character, 
and to propagate repofts injurious to his reputation. The 
circumstances and adventures with which he amused his 
friends were by many deemed incredible because they were 
extraordinary; whilst his enemies, not content with question- 
ing his veracity in particular instances, asserted that he had 
never been in Abyssinia; and this palpable falsehood was 
afterwards believed on the authority of Mr. "Wortley Mon- 
tagu and Baron de Tott. 

During his long absence Arom his native country, his 
friends having received no account of him, naturally gave 
Ji/oj up for dead: hut as his disease could not be proved, 
■** pt^petty became abandoned, as It ^ete^ "^"wYiouX. ^w 



MEMOIR OF JAMES BRUCE, ESQ. Xlli 

owner, to those whose original title extended no forthcr than 
temporary possession. This state of afikirs in?olYed him in 
a number of law-suits, which necessarily occupied much of 
bis time, and with other avocations totally prevented for a 
long time his application to literature. 

Resolving to settle on his paternal estate, he rebuilt his 
bouse, to which he added a noble museum, where he depo- 
sited the valuable stores of oriental learning, his large col- 
lection of drawings and curious articles obtained during his 
far-extended perigrination. He also much improved his 
landed property, inclosing and cultivating the waste grounds. 
In 1776 Mr. Bruce married Mary, daugliter of Thomas Dun- 
das, of Fingas, Esq. who died in 1785, after a lingering in- 
disposition, during which she was attended with the most 
afTectionate assiduity by her husband. By this lady Mr. 
Bruce had three cliildren ; Robert, the eldest, died when an 
infant, and the other two are tlie present Mr. Bruce, of Kin- 
naird, and the wife of John Jardine, Esq. 

Had it not been for this domestic calamity, it is doubtful 
whether Mr. Bruce would have ever seriously tltought of 
giving to the public an account of his travels, as during a 
period of near twelve years lie had made very little progress 
in transcribing or arranging his journals. This tusli; he now 
undertook, partly in compliance with the urgetit entreaties 
of his friends, and partly in order to soothe his afflictions ; 
and in 1700 his long expected work made its appearance in 
five quarto volumes. Notwithstanding the doubts artfully 
circulated respecting the author's veracity on account of 
certain passages and assertions contained in this work^ ll^ 
character, like fine gold submitted to \Y\e ^xe, Y\«* \>\sX ^'i- 
Quired fresh lustre by each succeeding exattvvtv«A\oTv. 
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!■ tnmK Kr. Bnwa wplM at 
■1 UmHif nub mmparlnt iMit 



nolid tbs MMuU d u of (bat ^n. Ob tha Mlh nf Apfn, 
170^ hiTlBf bad aunpanr at bta bouei bi «v tf<^r dowa 
•Uln, abont tlibl o'clock Is Uw arHnliig lo bud a bulj to 
her oarrlif^ when bb Kwl lUppad, and ba fall hitullntig 
from about Um ililb or laTenUi lUp fiom the ground. Ha 

bJt bUHti anlT brint ■ UIIIii hurt. Sucb, bowenr, wu Iha 
Injur iriilch ba bad iH^Tsd, tbtt though medlnl wlit- 
ancewea ImniedltlelT procuFHd, haaurrlied but arewhonn, 
and explrad aarlj tha next morning. On Ibo let of Uaj hli 
remalDi were depoilled in tfaa cbirch-fard of Larbert, In 



_w IB enrolled with those, 
f. Who were conspicuous 

h For genius, for valour, and for virtue. 

k voold periiaps have been impossible to have found a 

ton better qualified by nature and art for the difficult and 

ttdous enterprise which he undertook than Mr. Bruce. 

stature was six feet four inches, his person well-proper- 

ed, and his strength correspondent to his size. He ez- 

?d in all corporeal accomplishments, being a hardy, 

tised, and indefatigable swimmer, trained to fatigue and 

:ise of every kind ; and his long residence among the 

I had given him a more than ordinary facility in manag- 

^e horse. In the use of fire-arms, and also in handling 

ear and lance on horseback, his dexterity was uncom- 

' great. In qualifications of a difibrent kind he 

3d, if not surpassed, the generality of travellers. He 

ed an excellent memory, and a vigorous and well cul- 

understanding. He found but little difficulty in ac- 

languages, and understood French, Italian, Spanish. 

tuguese, the two first of wh»'«»' ^ 
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in physic and surgery to recommend him among the barbar- 
ous nations which he visited. 

If his temper was irritable and passionate, his heart was 
warm, his affections were ardent, and hlBmoral feelings ex- 
tremely acute. His friendships therefore were sincere, and, 
in general, permanent; but from his constitutional temper 
sometimes interrupted by suspicion. From the same reason 
his enmities were occasionally capricious, though in general 
well-founded. His love of ancetf ry, and the pleasure which 
he took in relating his own exploits, scarcely deserve notice 
as imperfections, though they were certainly prominent 
features in his character. With this propensity, however, 
he joined a fixed regard for honour, justice, and integrity. 
His religious principles were founded on the basis of the 
Scriptures; and while he detested fanaticism, his mind, 
accustomed to dangerous situations, from which Providence 
alone could deliver him, had contracted a slight and amiable 
tinge of superstition, sometimes an attendant on warm 
unaffected piety, but never arising in understandings like 
his, from ordinary causes. Upon the whole, a survey of Mr. 
Bruce's character and merits cannot fail to lead to this 
conclusion, that in personal accomplishments he was sur- 
passed by few of his contemporaries ; tiiat he was uncom- 
monly distinguished for vigour of understanding and literary 
attainments; and that in active persevering intrepidity, he 
may be classed witii the most eminents person of any age 
and country. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Mr. Brucp submits to the Uritii-li poverninrnt tlii« plnn of nn 
expedition amiinst I'l-rrol— Iaoppoint.«l coiikuI nt Aluiir;:-- 
Misunderstumliiit? with tin,- Dcy of Al-^icr^ rcspi-ctiii,' 
patim.>8 — The Author applies liimsclf to ili,' study oi" ni «li- 
ciiip, Rurtjtirj'j "id the inodcrn (ini'It liin^uatrf — Vny:i ■•> 
to Minorca, ami ri'lurn riloinj Uio AfricjiM m:j-.i -IJnlii; 
Tjih.in a — Tunis— Dii.'na -Hydra — WidN J Sich I»<M)ziii;i. i:.. 
a tril>i' of A'filH wlio Ilvo on lion's Htsli — Ti| asu — (in- 
•tantma — Mpdr.isli.m— Ki'markablv triln' inhubitimr x'.tv 
monntains of Jii)i»('l Aun-z — Ti'rzoute — Klciiunl rcinuins of 
antiquity at Spnitla — Muchtar — Seooud vj>ii m Sjiuitl:! -- 
UomurlKable ^prin^at Forianu — Ampliitlieiitrc at^icinnn — 
Caravan of pil;rriins — Tripoli — ^Benpazl, and (listrcsHts of 
its inhabitants— Shipwreck of Mr. Drurc, and his iiinrcw 
I'm'apf-Ho returuH to Henpazi — Sails for Crete— Vi>..s 
Khodfs, Cyprus, SiJon, Tripoli, and Alejipo — Jouniev u» 
Palmyra and Uaialiicc. 

DiriiiNG Mr. . Bnico's journey throujifli Spain and 
Portii'jnl, as nuMitioiied in the account o\' his life, hf 
had spent a few days at Fcrrol in (lalicia, a coii^i- 
derahle harbour, where part of the Spanish navy ns^d 
to he stationed. Accident brouirht him into the com- 
pany of i'cveral p'-rsons in the service of Spain, from 
u:nini he procured nuich information rcspccthijr tli« 
tiiwn and dock-yards, and also a j»!an of tlie port and 
\\}T\iiii'{itions. A. report was soon afterwards circu- 
/tted that the court of Spain wmh jil»out to comuu'uw*. 
JjostjJJtjesaisainst Uritain, which was u'lreaAy OA\^jiv;v.A 
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in a contest with France. Mr. Brace, on coiM||der- 
ing the meant of defiance which Ferrol po w e Mo d, was 
cony inced that an attack npon it by a Bntlsh sqaadron 
would be crowned with success $ and that m ease 
of a war with Spain, that kfaigdom might be easily 
invaded from th£i point About the end of iTOO, as 
circumstances seemed to threaten a rnptve between 
tlie two countries, he communicated lus plan to his 
friend Mr. Wood, then under-secretary of state^ 
addini^ tliat in case of a war with Spain, if the king 
would entrust 1dm with the commutd of the foriom 
hope and a pair of colours, he would undertake with 
one boat* 6 crew to plant them on the beach at Ferrol. 
As the British ministry had not arranged any plan 
of operations, the project of Mr. Bruce, though favour- 
ably received, was not adopted, and he repaired to 
Scotland, where his private affairs required his pre- 
sence. It was not long, however, before he was sent 
for by Mr. Wood, who informed him that Mr. Pitt, 
at that time prime minister, designed to prepare an 
expedition against Ferrol, and wished to nave some 
conversation with him on the subject. He waited a 
considerable time for the promised conference, when 
he learned from Mr. Wood, that some person had 
offered to combine with his plan another, which, on 
farther information, he deemed dangerous and im- 
practicable. It was proposed to invade France, and 
if possible to take Bourdeaux, with the same army, 
which should afterwards attack Ferrol, and then 
proceed to tlie relief of Portugal. Mr. Bruce, from 
his knowledge of the country round Bourdeaux, fore- 
saw that an attempt upon that city would prove un- 
successful ; and in a memorial to the nii:iisterhe stated 
Lis sentiments on the subject with boldness and free- 
dom. The subsequent retirement of Mr. Pitt from 
ofhce did not put an end to Mr. Bruee's hopes of em- 
ployment; and he had several interviews with tl 
Earl of Egremont and Mr. Grenville, who fonr 
part of the succeeding admhiistration, to concert 



.peditiuu iigoiniC Fcnol. Tlie executioB of tbi> 
itnn nus to b« entrusted to Lord Hone with tba 
troops desdneil Ibr the astiilaiice orParlugdj bntno 
sooner was the aiabnsBador of that country ipprlud 
of the dciiigii to tiiiiplDr Ihe troopa hi Ihii Uteiipt, 
than he obiuined an uudlence otUiekliie, owIm for- 
>;ibl.v repriaenttd IhK Imiimientdangerofhiii all;, that 
aiiniatETB delennintd toreluiquisb tbe projACt. 

nisuppDiiilcid, uriisr a long and expensita atteti- 
dsnci-,inhi9off.?roriJiiblik;aervice, Mr, Bruosrenlr- 
pd in rriuni to iw iiiUlrti country, and darote his 
miiole alLeiitiun to his private ufflurs, LordHallbx, 



m depBttia«nt, hear 
iii^ ot Lie intention, reqtit^ated lo tee him More III 
left London. At tlieir inlerrlev, t 
Uughed at Mr, Bruee's iutenlion ot re: 
country at ilia tiine of life, otuurvins ttial'tlltt way 
to rile under the eoveret^ trbo had then MOently 
u^randed th« tlirone, was by put«rprlaa and dia- 
carery, and that his M^fiwty's love of the arts nut 
a sure and effictmsl introduction to patronage. He 
remaikvd that Africa, though comparativel; speak- 
ing at our own door, waa yel unexplored : that Dr. 
Shaw had mentioned inajnlficent rtm.ihis of ancient 
u^(^hitect^re e'listing hi the lerritorieB or Tuula and 
Algiers, and that it would be an underlLikiog vorthy 
of Ills tulenU, tu ainke drawin>;9 n)' l\ii:ii<- antiquities 

his lordship staled thai tlie pust ol Urititli ageatand 
OoDflut-^^tmeru] at Algiers was just then vacant, and 
vanoly ad vised Mr. Bruce to eiubraue ilii^ opportu- 
nity 01 visiting Africa under the proi.tchm afa public 
diaraeter ; promising tlMt he ehuuid have penuis- 
iion M appoint u vice-consul tor the diguutth of busi- 
umi in bli absence, and that if be made wide excur- 
■kHU and large additions to the khig's collection, he 
should reoeive tlie reward stipulated in the affair of 
FotTol, or be promoted in the diplomaUc department. 
V Itotlin* prapMala Mi. Bruce wu kndoMd. \o &ecK^e -, 
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and in the course of subsequent conversation with 
Lord Halifax and Mr. Wood, mention was frequently 
made of the sources of the Nile, and the obscurity 
in whicli they have ever been, and were still likely to 
be involved, until some undaunted adventurer should 
have the perseverance to trace that river to its origin. 
It was obliquely hinted that the accomplishment of 
an enterprise of such importance could not be ex- 
pected of an ordinary traveller, and still less of one 
who had no experience of the difficulties that must 
attend it : and at the same time it was intin.atedthat 
if any Briton should fulfil this desirable object, he 
might confidently look forward under such a riionarcli, 
a;i(i in a period so uuspicious to discovery and leuni- 
in<5% to a proportionate reward. 

The appointment to the consulship, owing to tem- 
porary circumstances, was not obtained till some 
months afterwards, in March 17C2. Mr. Bruce now 
lost no time in furnishing himself with the necessary 
apparatus of instruments, and at the end of June set 
oat through France for Italy. Here, as it had been 
agreed, he waited for orders from mhiisters to repair 
to his post, and this interval he employed in exauun- 
ing the most celebrated works of art, ancient as well 
as modern, with which that classic region then 
abounded. At lengtli, in February, ITOIi, he em- 
barked at Leghorn, in the Montreal man of war, which 
carried him in safety to the place of his destination. 

On his arrival at Algiers, Mr. Bruce began dili- 
gently to discharge the duties of his otHce. He was 
already acquainteil with the wiitlen Arabic, and now 
applied to the study of that language as spoken in 
Barhary ; for, tliou;ili the consul is ahvay> sui)])lii'(i 
with an interpreter, Mr. Bruce had resol\(d to nuik* 
as little use as possible of his assistance. Tliis objc 
he accomplished by assiduous and frequent conv' 
sations with the natives in about a Year's residf 
at Algiers. Finding that the enter prit^e, \s\Ac\\ 
the chief object of his eojnie.g to Afvioa \\ov\\'\Tfe 



iuce, uould be prevailed upon l-i erilicsluhig 

Hia Bkill in drawing wa* very Iniiwrfact, 

>l with Mr. Bruoe's i^istrucCian, lia au far Lnpraved, 

_'ti> bs at great use to bim. 

' When thud prepared, his Journey Intu tiM interior 

mt Africa wu for tome time retarded by K niaan- 

P itlnalaniliDg with the Dey and Eovemineatof Algima 

F. jN>peatiDg pussporU. The urude in tbe Maty of 

y •t'iee Hiid lunnmcrce between Ibe British and Alge- 

~' ~ wliii-h df^Hiiei ttie )ia!t9ports tn be cmrrtaii bv 

lU Bbi}u in tboBe eeas, uses thi 

. r ,"by wliidi tliB Algariiiei vm 

* BBdenluul a printed paper issued by tbe Admlralt; 

I vUti B Bfaeeic like a bunk note. A numbtf aT these 

.*MwporU Iflll into the liands of tlia FrenOk, when 

: K»y toulc Minurcu, In 1791, and were sold by them 

(■> tbe gpuiuonld und other enemica of th* Ititwof 

I BMhary. In consuqaeuee of this accident thegovor- 

' ima of Ualiun, Gibritltar, nod other BrItUi porta, 

hirnialied veueU wlib certilicutei, nriiten on (qnara 

{lieoea of coaininn paper, Baoled with the omu of the 

KOterUDr, and (igned Uy iiiui and bi:4 aecretaiy. These 

ci^rtiQaalia, culled paiaUBanis, tbe corsairs could nut 

raad or distill ^uisn, as tbey wanted ili« cbeclc, and 

carried the vesseld which bore ihem inio Algien aa 

Kood prizes. Wbeo Mr. Bruce cUimed the ships, as 

Dey andthedivan 

ward ai aClirltiian and an Bu»IL^U>n^ii, wiwuici lub 

with thi! Barhary sUtea. A» equivocation »u useless, 
Mr. Bruce admitted that these passes were not accord' 
ii^ to treaty, and stated the elruuuistances wliioh bad 
u.iiuaiunod tha adoption of this me^ute. Qik\b^'Ca« 
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Dey, holding several passavants in his hand, replied 
with great emotion in these remarkable words : — ** The 
British government know that we can neither read 
nor write, no, not even our own language. We are 
i<?norant soldiers, and sailors : robbers, it you please ; 
though we have no wish to rob you : war is our trade, 
and by that alone we live. Tell me how my cruisers 
are to know that all these different writings and seals 
are Governor Mostyn's, or Governor Johnston's, and 
not the Duke of Medina Sidonia's, or Barcelot's, 
captain of the King of Spain's cruisers?" It was 
impossible to answer a question so simple and so di- 
rect; and orders were issued by the Dey to seize and 
confiscate every ship bearing a written passport. Mr. 
Bruce succeeded in warning the trade in the Mediter- 
ranean of their danger; but one ship which happened 
to come into the harbour, was immediately seized and 
broken to pieces, and her crew condemned to slavery. 
In the same strain of violence the ruling party de- 
tained the surgeon to the consulship, whom Mr. 
Bruce had sent off with despatches to the British 
government, and even proposed to compel his secre- 
tary by torture to disclose their contents. The refusal 
of the captain of an English frigate to carry a letter 
from the Dey to the King still farther exasperated 
the regency against Mr. Bruce, to whom they errone- 
ously ascribed the conduct of that officer, and whom 
tliey could scarcely be restrained from treating igno- 
niiniously. It had been customary at Algiers, under 
similar circumstances, to make the consuls of the 
other European nations draw the stone-cart, and bas- 
tinado their servants. From this disgrace Mr. Bruce 
was saved by the influence of the A;4a Mahomet, the 
brother of the Dey, but was ordered to quit the 
country in three days under pain of death. He was 
about to embark, when the great othcers repaired i' 
a body to the Dey, and represented the rumous co 
sequences of a war with England, wludi ivo\\\\ 
£?oi/Jd prevent if the consul was suffered to de.^'i 
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Sach was the impression produced by this remon- 
strance that the Dey requested Mr. Bruce to remain 
till the differences could be adjusted, promising that 
in the meantime he would behave to him as a father. 

The independence of Mr. Bruce's conduct, and the 
abhorrence of every thing mean and unjust, which he 
had invariably manifested, had gained him the enmity 
of a part^ at Algiers, which possessed considerable 
influence in England, and which had long been en- 
^^ed in conveying to persons in power accounts 
mjarions to his character. These had such an effect, 
that in May 1765, Mr. Bruce received intimation of 
the appointment of Captain Cleveland as ambassador 
to the Barbary States, and of Mr. Eirke to the con- 
sulship of Algiers. In the course of his official corres- 
pondence with Lord Halifax, Mr. Bruce had ventured 
to remind that minister of his promise to allow him 
a few months' absence for a journey into the interior 
of the country, before he should resign his office. No 
notice, however, was taken of his solicitations, so that 
he was reduced to the necessity either of making his 
excursion as a private individual, or of relinquishing 
the principal object of his residence in Barbary. 

During the disagreeable interval consumed in the 
altercation with the regency of Algiers, Mr. Bruce 
had spent much time in study, and m the acquisition 
of such knowledge as might be of service in his in- 
tended journey. From Mr. Ball, the king's surgeon 
at Algiers, he gained some general notions of medicine 
and surgery, and made himself acquainted with some 
of their most common operations ; being aware tiiat 
the character of a physician would recommend him 
more strongly than any other to the barbarous nations 
among wliicii he was to travel. He had also availed 
himself of the lessons of a Greek priest, who taught 
liim the pronunciation and accentuation of the Greek 
language. He asserts that the modern Greek spoken 
and written in the Archipelago differs not ixv ■^\«\\.'^ 
from the language of Aenophoiv axv^ Hoim&x \ ^w^ 



8 TRAVELS IN ABYSSINIA. 

that it is only because English scholars know not 
how to pronounce the ancient Greek that they con- 
ceive it to be different from the modern. 

The Dey of Algiers, though guided by the councils 
of the party hostile to Mr. Bruce in his public con- 
duct towards him, had long admired the firmness and 
integrity with which he served his country, and from 
tlie time of the remonstrance already mentioned a sort 
of friendly intercourse had subsisted between them. 
Finding himself neglected by his own government, 
Mr. Bruce obtained a private audience of the Dey, 
for the purpose of soliciting permission to travel 
tiirough the inland provinces of Algiers ; and had the 
satisfaction to receive the most cordial promises of 
friendship and protection in his journey, and letters 
of recommendation to the governors of the places 
wliich he intended to visit. lie was also furnished 
with letters of recommendation to the Beys of Tunis 
and Tripoli, states over which the circumstances of 
the times had given the Dey of Algiers considerable 
iiiflueuce. Thus provided he set sail first for Port 
Mahon, and thence to Bona on the African coast. 

Bona, tlie ancient AproUisiura, stands on an exten- 
sive plain, a part of which appears to have been once 
overflowed by the sea. In plentiful years the traders 
of Bona, by permission of the goverment of Algiers, 
export cons>iderabie quantities of wheat. From Bona, 
proceeding along the coast, Mr. Bruce next passed 
the small island of Tabarca, formerly a fortification 
belonging to the Genoese, but now in the hands of 
the regency of Tunis.* The island is famous for a 
coral fishery. On tiie opposite coast appear immense 
forests of oaks, wliich, it tlie quality of the wood be 
equal to the size and beauty of the tree, might supply 

* This island Mr. Brnce luid projjosed to Lord Halifax to 
obtain from the Bey of Tunis as a station for the British 
trade in tlie Mediterranean. The Bey was willing to pran' 
it, and a description of the place was sent to the ministi 
utiout the time when the disturbances occurod at Algiers 
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ler for the navies of all the marithue powers in 
Levant.— From Tabarca, our traveller sailed to 
3rta, the liipo-zaritiis of antiquity, wliere he went 
sliore, and out of respect to the memory of Oato, 
d a visit to Utica. Of that Cfh?brati'd city n«- 
n^buta heao of rubbish remains, but the trenches 
the ancient Lt'sicirers are !>till very perfect. 
Continuing his voya<jce alon^ the coast, lie next 
jubk'djC'upe Carthage, and anchored before (iuletta, 
ow no longer that almost impregnable fortress, 
b'liich it was in the days of the Kmperor ('harles V. 
in the buy, between the Cape and (ioletta, he saw 
several buildings and culiinnis, reniaiub of ancient 
Carthage, under water. Tunis, at tin; distance of 
twelve miles, is a large fluuri>liing city ; hi a low, 
hot, and damp situation, indeed, and di^stitute of 
ffood water, but under a milder government, and in- 
habited by more civilized people, tiian Algiers. 

Mr. Jiruce having delivered his letters to the Bey 
of Tunis, received pi'rmi.-»?ion to traverse the country 
in any direction. One of the lJe\ *s huli«'s furnished 
him with a two-wheeled coveri'd cart, in wliicii h<i 
secured his quadrant and telescope : the Trench con- 
sul recommended to him a renegado of that nation, 
named Osman; he hire»l ten spahis, or dragoons, 
excellent horsemen, and not h'M« cou>picuous as 
cowards ; he had besides ten servants, two of tlii'iii 
Irishmen, deserters from Spanish rcginu:nts in Oran : 
— and thus attended, he set out on his Journey into 
the inland country, along the river Majerda, the 
Bagrada of antiquity. 

Pashing at Uasil-bab, a triumplial arch in a l)ad 
taste, he arrived next <lay at Thujga or Duggu, a 
large scene of ruins : amou'^ the re>t were iht; re- 
mains of one remarkable building, a large ten»|»le of 
Parian marble, of tlie Oiriutliian onler, the ej):unnis 
fluted, and the cornice highly onuunented in tli.; very 
best style of sculpture ; on the tympanum was repn;- 
sented an eagle bearhig to hoaveiv aL\\\\\\\'^\\.KY*>\\v>.. 
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From the baeripOaoaf aiid the ciretamttanee of the 
temple having Keen eiveted 1^ the Emperor Adrkoiy 
it seems most probtUe ^t the flgnret on the trm- 
panam were intended to represent the apotheosb of 
Trajun his benefisctor and predeeesetMr. / Mr. Brnca 
spent fifteen days in examining and making drtaghta 
of the architectore of this temple. 

From Duyga Mr. Bmop proceeded to KeflL formerly 
Sicca Venerea ; and thence to Hydra, the limnodra- 
lyjm of the ancients, on the frontios between the 
kiDgdoms of Algiers and Tunis, Hydra is hihabited 
by a tribe of Arabs, called Welled Bidi Boogannim, 
*^ the sons of the father of flocks," who are immensely 
rich, and pay no tribute to either Algiers or Timis. 
These Arabs form a sort of religious or military order ; 
and their chief is a saint. By tiieir institutions they 
are obliged to eat lion's flesh for their daily food. 1V> 

Erocure this food they need to be bold and expert 
unters. The services which they perform to the 
neighbourliood, bv destroying the lions with which it 
is infested, and their character for intrepid courage, 
have together gained them that exemption from tri- 
bute which they enjoy. Mr. Bruce had himself an 
opportunity of feasting on lion's flesh with the Welled 
Siai Boogannim. Of a he lion the flesh was lean, tough, 
smelled strongly of musk, and tasted, as he im^^ined 
the flesh of an old horse would taste. The flesh of a 
she lion was fatter, and somewhat less disagreeable : 
that of a whelp six or seven months old, tasted worse 
than that of either the lioness or the old lion.* 



• Dr. Shaw, observes Mr. Bruce, had before the publication 
of his travels very nearly ruined their credit by venturing; to 
assert in conversation tl)at these Welled Sidi Boogannim 
werelion-eateis. This was considered at Oxford, the univer^ 
sity where he J)ad studied, as a traveller's license on the part 
of the Doctor. The Oxonians thought it a subversion uf the 
natural order of things that a roan should eat a lion, whf 
it has long been considered as almost the peculiar provlr 
of f/ie JJon to pat man. The doctor flinched under 
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From Hydra Mr. Brace passed to the ancient Ti- 
pasa, an extensive scene of ruins. Draughts which 
he took of a large temple, and a four-faced triumphal 
arch of the Corinthian order among these rums, are 
now in the king's collection. 

Crossing the river Myskianah, he proceeded from 
Tipasa, through a beautiful and well cultivated coun- 
try, into the eastern province of Algiers, now called 
Coostantina. Its capital Constantina is the ancient 
Cirta : it stands on a high gloomy, and tremendous 
precipice : part of the ancient aqueduct still remain- 
ing, now pours the water with which it once supplied 
the city, from the top of a cliff into a chasm four 
handr^ feet below. 

Mr. Bruce, after refreshing himself in the Bey's 
palace at Constantina, joined him in his camp, near 
Seteef, the Sitiii of antiquity; where he was with an 
army of twelve thousand men, and four pieces of 
cannon, making war with the Haneishah, the most 
powerful tribe of Arabs in that province. 

Leaving the Bey, with letters of recommendation 
from that prince, he proceeded next to Taggou-zuina, 
anciently Diana Ye teranorum, as appears from an in- 
scription of a triumphal arch still remaining Ihere. 

Medrashem, the burying-place of the ancient kings 
of Numidia, was the next place that attracted iiis 
notice. He made a drawing of this superb pile of 
builduig, and then contiimed his journey south-east 
to Jibbel Aurez, the Muns Aurasius of the middle 
age, which is an assembldge of craggy cliffs. 

In this tract of country our traveller was much sur- 
prised to find a tribe with red hair and blue eyes, who, 
though not fair like the English, were a shade lighter 
than the inhabitants of any country to the southward 



MTerity of this criticism; he conld not deny that the Welled 
Sidl Boogannim actually did eat lions us he had repeatedly 
stated ; but he took care to omit the clrcum&tAA^A Nxv \v\\ 
narrative, and only Mated at it in h\a append^ 



uf Britain. Thcj me asaioge indepenrleot race; and 
tliaaft Mr. Bfuca approaclmd in aafety, tbay are 
Beuenlly boBtllo to oil urauad them. Tbey are called 
Heurdie. Tliey haye ainimg lie mountains liuta of 
mud sud straw; and mas perhaps be a renmant oS 
Yundalfl. Tbe; acluiawleaged tlieir antie^tar^ to bttve 
been ClirisUiLui, and eeeiiied pruud of tbe circnui- 
«taace. Bncb individual of Uiis tribe Las a Greek 
croin laarllad witli antiiiioay between the vjea. 

la this neighbonrkoad. ia aitnated tlie LanibesB of 
Ptoleuiy, nuw callKl Teioutel. It e^thlbita eitensiva 
ruing : ieven oF the city-gates arc aliil etandiotf, and 
lurje masses of the wHlLaut'aquure inaionry without 
liaie ; Clie oilier buildings are of different ages. A 
building, nhicli aeemed to have been intended for 
aome military purpose, vat supported by eolumni of 
the Corinthian oniiir. Ur. Bruce eoDJiffitured from 
the siieof its gutesthut itwas a stable for elephantji, 
or a repository fur a lai^e military mauhliie. Upon 
tlie key-sloce of the arch nf the principal E&te is a 
bSBso relievn of the standard of a l^on, and upon it 
on inscription, li/gio tertia AiiguUa, which leeiou, 
as wd know (roni Iilstory , waa quartered at this place. 
Hera is alio a circular temple of a long dispropor^ 
tlonate Doric, of the lime ot Aurelian. 

At Caaeareen, the ancient Colonia Sejlitaua, Mr. 
Bruce sull'ered both from buTiger and tear. The 
country was rugged, barren, aud tliinly inliabited; 
the iahabitants were a rebellious tribe of Moora, who 
liad renounced their allegiuice, and declared for the 
rebel Hweishah. 

He could not fulfil his intention of Ti»iting Feriana, 
tlie TItala of the ancients, because the country was 
in a state ol' war. He therefore journeyed eastward 
to Spaitla, anciently Sulfetula, still distiuguished by 
many inscriptions, and very extensive and elegant 
remains of ancient orchilecture. He made dr "■• 

Corintiiiaii, and c 



of tbe I 



TRAVELS IN ABYSSINIA. i ) 

Welled Omran, a laivles!* trilie, (li^turl)cd our ir.i- 
veller, while studying tho ruins ot' :^i).:iti:l. Ir w:t<:, 
he tells us pleaj*amly, a fair nuitcli lietwcon cdwiini 
and coward. He wa# inclosed v. ith IiIh niriv liv ti:** 
liigh walls that form the sxjfian' i:i \vhi<-h tht- ti'iiiili > 
stand. The plundcn-rs ilurst not break in npnn ti.t-in. 
for fear of their tire-<inn!«, and tiiey thirst ]ir>t nm 
oway for fear of ineetinpr with dtlur tnni|is o\ r!. ♦■•.(■ 
banditti in the plain. When our trtiM-ilr aw-i Ill- 
company were almost star\e'l, tii'.-y \.Tie l!.'jj]i;!y 
relieved bv the arrival of a frieinilv- tril-e. 

At Gilina, he observed a kir^fc hi-.iji m" ni!)!»is!i ;!:.<'i 
stones, but no di^tisiet trace ot' any hiiiifiiii^. .Min-ii- 
tar, the ancient Tiiccii Ti-relKMiiliiiia. wu-, tin* n- \f 
remarkable place which he vi>ire<l : it i~ili>ti;>^)::<-..i.l 
by two triumphal arehe-*, thi- lar^'-t in" win-ji Im- 
considered equal in ta:jte, execniion, ami ni.>^. !>> 
any thing now existing in the wor.d. The yUiA'i r 
is more simple, hut very eleiiaiit. 

Kisser, the C<»lonea .A.r*suras of the an-'ii'iil-s. iit-\r 
attracted hi^ n<»tic»3. A triinni»Ii:il areii, wit.'i si;; in- 
scription, as'ert.ii!ie<l the aui-ii-ni iij;n;i' of i.'.i- |! ..•• . 
and a small ^q'lllre tem^hf with si-vi-ril iri-tri.iur i--.. 
of sacrifij'e carved upon it, jirc Itn nio^t umi r!; :•:• 
antiquities. It stamls on thedi-eliviiy ol'.-i iiiil. km .-- 
hiokiiigafertih" i»l,;iii. At .Mu>li,he oh-erv<-i th,. i.i_- 
uients of a triainphal arcii sc.itrere;! on iln- ;^n>UMl. 
Proceedinir from Musti nortli-ei!>t, In* arii'. ''M .■u='in 
ut Dugg.i. an«l went down tne IJ.ij-rad i to Tmii^. 

]Mr. JtJrnce nunU* another "nunrev throiu'i tli du- 
iiiinions of Tinii'* hy Zow.in, a hi^h nion:iiani. (,> . 
which is an atpietiuet tliai once ci»:ive\id wjitit i • 
(larthajre. In tliis jounmy Ji:' a.:ain vi>iT4d Cili,. ■ 
and Spuitla, and sjient iive dtjv- inon* amoMi:- tl 
rains of the laltiT. The I'lwn oi" So.iill.i is no* i.-.,iv 
vahiahle f<»r il.^ el» fjhnt ri-nniii^ ni" areiint i-r.-iii;.-:-- 
tnn*, hut is^iruat^•(^ in the ni.i>r !».•;. uViiul >p »i i.i ]'.;:- 
hary, tfurrounthMl with jnuiiMr iie-s. and wiit- r. . '■ ' 
a pleasant stream, whieii siiika lliCie \x\\v\v.tv.\va\\a 
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i««n no more. Be next liaited Ferlous, tlie 
Ttaaia, wbich was taken and deEtroj'ed by 
» in his pursuit of Jagurtha. Here be found 
wortby of particular obeervatiDn but baths 
warm water witlionl the town. Warm as it 
Qumber of fiaheai not unlike ^udeeons, ap- 
in it. It was surprising tbat any &lie«iM]uld 
wat«rorsucha temperature : but there were 
ve or six dozen ia the pool, and be vrat in- 
that, la the day, tbey went down to a certain 
: in tlie stream that ran from [t, but returned 
: into the warm and deep water of the pool, 
e.'^t lisited successively Gafsa, Toier, G.ibs, 
ihilJa, without beine detained at any oflhci^.' 
n anv verv remarkable curiosity. At Kl 
the last, he tbund a lai^ and 



1 amphitheatre. The lower part of 



be occasionally 
ater oy means oi a biuice and aqueduct 
For water-gamed, the water rose up in 
hrougli a large square hole, faced wi'b 
This was tile la.-<t ancient building nhich 
lisiled in the kii^fdom of Tunig, and be 



It inland of the Lotopliagi: 

ee, orverilure, except SDiue abort grass wbieh 
tlie eaiiily desert, ia to be seen throuBh all 
ot of country. The Wargumina and Noiii', 

n a'wut four davs' loaniey of Tripoli, he met 
ir liidie cniiilueting tlie caravan of pilerlin.' 
I and Zui bi Morocco across Africa to Meccii. 
a mlddle-a,;ed man. of a atapid aspect, and 
the reiCQiiig Emperor of Morocco. His cara- 
i/Tj*, disorderly, uaarmed, crowd, consisting 
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of aboat 3000 luen, with from 12 to 14,000 camels, 
loaded with merchandise and provisions, were ready 
to flee beforeMr. Bruce's company of fifteen horsemen, 
when they first came up with them ; but, when they 
learned wlio they were, their fears ceased, and they 
became as insolent as they had before been dastardly. 

At Tripoli our traveller was hospitably received by 
the British consul. He thence sent his books, draw- 
ings, and supernumerary instruments, by an English 
servant to Smyrna, and" himself crossed the Gulf of 
Sidra to Bengazi. The province of Benguzi was a 
Bccne of confusion. The brother of the Bey of Tri- 
poli, who commanded there, was a weak, unhealthy 
young man. Two tribes of Arabs, who occupied the 
territory on the west of the town, had. by his mis- 
conduct, been mvulved in a quarrel. One had pre- 
vailed over the other, and driven them out within the 
town, which was crowded with thousands of inhabi- 
tants, for whom there were neither lodjjfings nor pro- 
visions. The stn-ets were every night strewed with 
the carcases of numbers who died of hunger : and 
many were said to have supported life with food at 
the very idea of which human nature shudders. 

Retiiing as hastily as possible from Bengazi, Mr. 
Brace continued his journey by Arsinoe and Barca to 
Ras Sem, where he had the satisfaction of disproving 
a story common in Africa, and circulated in England 
by a Tripolhie ambassador. It was asserted, that 
here existed a city, the inhabitants of which had lieen 
all petrified by a special judgment of heaven. They 
were described, to the great amazement of the credu- 
lous, as still to be seen fixed in the several attitudes, 
aod at the difiTerent employments in which they were 
overtaken by Divine vengeance. The Arabs also in- 
formed Mr. Bruce that there he would find a petrified 
city ; but the only curiosity he met with was the jer- 
boa, a species of mice little ini'erior in agility and 
activity to the whiged tribes. 

He advanced next to Ptolexncta, on l\i« %^'a.-^o^sX 




TRAVELS IN Ar.Yi^SINIA. 



lit lUoIcmais built by Ptolemy Philadelphus. 
einniiis of architectiiro which it affords, he 
ui'^hts. learning here that the adjucent 
wa-* ill the utmost confusion ; that the cara- 
-lorocco Iiad l)een ])luiidered by a powerful 
Arabs who orcupiod tlie country between 
t.i and Altxandria : and that Deniia. tlic town 
he wa?> ni'xt to proceed in Ids intended route, 
i!;i<'d at once by Inmine, pla:iue, and civil 
ins, he* took a jjassajre on board a Greek ves- 
'^'inj; to Lani])edosa, wliich was tlien about 
oni the harbour. 

('s»*i'I was very ill acf'outrrd ; sliehad enouj^li 
)ut no ballast. A crov.d of passciij^ors, ihc- 
i The fandne, wcri- takfrn on board. The 
:ler was not aecnstoiii' d to tlio-;(; seas. A 
:'a(ly l)n'e/e, jironii.siMg- a sl.ijrt and a^rcca- 
tre, soo.i bcciJiic violent and cold. A storm 
A>I1om(m1 ; and the {^atln-rini: of the clouds 
to tiinjaten thnndi-r.' Tue «'aptaiii was jnc- 
m Mr. JJruce's pcrsuasii.n. to put into liic 
of JiiM!}^ii?.i, when the vv.-sl'I nnexpictcdiy 
III a sunken roi-k, in tlie entran-ze of that 
. and at no «;r( at (ii.^tanet- from tlie shore, 
two hoats that wen; tow -d .j-^rern, was pre- 
iilasJHMl l)y Hojfer M'CoiMi.M.-k, Mr. lJruce"s 
•\aiit, who, hc'ore he (h;<i rred into the Sp.i- 
ii'e, harlhce:! a sailor on hourd the Monarch, 
ice. wiili him and his other servanr, went 
to tile iio.ir. A ero.vil followed, whom they 
■ t ))r('\(iir. H-.lo:e tlipy hid moved twice the 
r the hont lVo!ii the .>hii), they were dreiielted 
,'e, whieii nearly ii.i d liie boat. Tiie wrercdies 
ed ii raised a ]u)^\\ of de>,p:iir. yiv. IJruee 
)r ' >lriji})ed lii.ii-eif io a >ho;t under w.ii<t- 
l linen liiMWei^ : a ^ilk >,ish wa^ wran: .'d 
iiii : in the hrea't-jioeket of jils vest were; 
I sinail po{d;el-book, and a watcii. Tliene 
'5 to (It.'tcnnhw the fate of those in the be 
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thevtCote eallad to bto senrants to follow him, 

fM thqr en^ fwia, and Instoitlv let himself down 

lnthetMaof thewafa. With all Us Itreiigth and 

Mtfvtfar hi avfaantag, ha coold not witiistand tlie 

^ iMvaoitlMsail From thaebWnff wave he received 

y .m violant blow on the bnast, wlileh threw him upon 

> hb baidc, and occadonad Urn to swallow a consider- 

abla qaaiitity of watar. He dipped his head, while 

tlia mzt wave passed over. He was now breathless, 

waaiy. and azhansledy but almost on land. A lar^^e 

wava floated Um ap. Bat ha wasagain stmck on tlie 

Ihoe and biaast, and inTohmtarily twisted aboat by 

the Tlolaiwa of the ebbing wave. As a lest e£fort, he 

triad to fed the bottom, and happily reached the 

aaad with Us ftat, atthoogh the water was still deeper 

tlnnlilii month. TUasoeeess inspired Um with new 

vlfoor* Ha floated on with the mflnz of the wave, 

f aad hf afa^Linff and tooehing the grroand, withstood 

the ebba. At las^ finding his hands and Icnees upon 

the sand, he fixed Us fliers in it, crawled forward 

afewpaoes whentlie sea retired ; and at lengrth, having 

got beyond its reach, hesunic insensible on the ground. 

The Aralio in the meantime came down to plunder 
the yessel. The persons in the boat had perished. 
One boat was thrown ashore. The Arabs had seve- 
ral others ; in these they made their way to the ship, 
to plunder the wreck, and brought the people safe to 
land. A blow on tfaie neclc, with the butt end of a 
lance, was what first awakened Mr. Brace from the 
senseless state in which he lay, after escaping the 
violence of the waves. The Arabs believing him 
finom his dress to be a Turk, after beating, kicking, 
and cursinff him, stripped him of the scanty clothing 
yet upon him ; and after treating the rest in the same 
manner, went to their boats, to seek the bodies of 
those wlio had been drowned. 

In this piteous condition, our traveller crawled up 
amonff some white sandy hillocks, and there concealed 
himself as much as possible. Naked as h^ '^%%^ \v^ 

14 C 



tfiat he aould apenl _. „ ^ 

It DOir accurred to bitn, from considering tbal the 
Araha, when b«atui(r and atrippinj him, iiad ultereci 
agibberiBh, in imltatiou of Turkisli, thut hGoned tbi; 
iil uBHge which he had received, at least in part, to 
hia Imving been mistaken for a, Turk.— An old Aral), 
with a Duinber of vauD^ men comiiie up to him, he 
saluted them in t£e ciutomarv phrase in their own 
luiJguB», Salam Alicfum! Oid; one young man re- 
innied the salutation,aiulthBtiD a contemptuous tone. 
Tho old man then asked nhether he vas a Turk? 
He replied, that he was a poor Christian pliysiuisn, 
a ilerrlsli, who went uliout tlie world to do good for 
God's take. ' Cretan V No ; he had never been in 
Crete: he was from Tunis, and was returning thither, 
having lost his all in the shipwreck of the vessel. A 
ragged dirty huroca was immediately thrown over 
him, and hewaa conducted to a lent, Inrnugh the end 
of vhich was thrust a spear, the ensltm of sovereign^-. 
In tlila tent he saw tie Shekh of the tribe, who, 
being at peace with the Bey of Benguii and the Shekh 
of I'lolemala, ordered hituupleatifu) supper, of which 
his servants also partook. Hecomplnined to no pur- 
pose of the loas of his medicines : the Arabs would 
give him no assistance to search for his instruments. 
After two days' stay, the Shekh restored all tbat hsd 
been taken from him and his company, and furnished 
them with camels, and a guide to conduct them to 
Bengali. From Bengazi he sent a present to the 
Shekh, with promises of a handsome reward, it he 
would make iiis people fish up, and return the things 
which he bad lost iu the wreck. He thus recovertd 
his silver watch in a shattered condition, some pen- 
cils, 9 small portfolio, and Ills pocket-hook. 

At Ben9[azi be found a small French sloop, wWaW 
master of which he had been acquainted at Mf,S«>. 



1^ of hunger. They in lain atumptf d to teach 
mngmultituile !□ take Ssb after their example. 
itbeFrencbcuptuiii Mr. Bruce aui led lor the 
lelBgo with a fair nind. In four nr five dftya 
led safe at Canra, in the isl&nd of Crete, vhere 
I taken danRerouKly ill. Prom Cnnea he nailed 
idea, and from Itliorle? to Custelrouo, on the 
f Carainanja. On leating Castelrosso he |>ra- 
to Cyprus ; and fnini Cyprus, where he staid 
lir a day, to Sidon. 

idonhewas hhully received by M. CleraiDbeut, 
I conaul there. He mode from Sidon seTerul 
ions into Syria, by Libanua and Anti-Lihanus 
a not clioHen lo enter into a particnlar detail of 

From Ciinea and Riiodes he had written both 
ice and Engiami fhr a moveable quadrant, b 
atcb, a time- keeper, areltectingandanachro- 
telescone, lo repair the loBaea lustahied by bii 
eck. Ill' had tlie mortification to receive an- 
to thoee lett^m, infnrmin); him that no euch 
lenta couid at present be procured ; and that 
)us accounts of his purposes in his travels, 
tlie route which he had chosen, had been cir- 

in Europe. Tiie iTidlgnation with whieh he 
this, Ceiupted hiui to renounce liis design of 
ng- the sources of the Nile; but he resolved 
visit the famous ruins of Palmyra, 
he invitation first of Mr. Abbott, tlie British 
at Tripoli in Syria, and afterwarda of his sue- 
Mr. VemoD, our traveller now proceeded lo 
In preparing for his expedition towards 
'a. lie visited tlie ancient Byblus, and bathed 
■iver Adonis. Thrnuyli Latweft 6,\i4 h.vJ.««iv 
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he passed on to Aleppo. At Aleppo he was afflicted 
with a return of fever and asrue, which he had first 
caught by his 8u£ferings at Bengazi. By the atten- 
tions of Dr. Russel, he happily recovered from this 
dangerous illness. 

When his health was re-established, he prosecuted 
his purpose. The deserts around Palmyra are inha- 
bited by two rival tribes of Arabs ; the Annecy, re- 
markable for having the finest horses in the world; and 
the Mo walli, who ride much worse horses, hut are bet- 
ter soldiers. Mr. Bruce was fortunate enough to ob- 
tain the protection of the Shekh of the Mowalli, and 
directions from him by what road to travel to Palmyra. 
Thus encouraged, he returned from Aleppo to 
Tripoli; set out at a time agreed upon with the 
Shekh to Hamath, the northern boundary of the 
Holy Land ; and having there met an Arab, whom 
the friendly Shekh had sent to be his conductor, pro- 
ceeded to Hassia. On his way he had occasion to 
cross the river Orontes, whicli passes through the 
plains where the best tobacco in Syria is cultivated. 
At some miserable huts near the river, inhabited by 
Turcomans, he asked the master of one to shew him 
the ford. The Turcoman readily did so; but Mr. 
Bruce had advanced but a short way through the 
pretended ford, when his horse fell on a sudden out 
of his depth. He had a rifle-gun slung across his 
shoulders, with a buff belt and swivel. Luckily the 
swivel gave way, and the gun fell to the bottom of 
the river. Thus disengaged, he and his horse swam 
separately ashore. At a small distance was a caphar, 
or turnpike. Mr. Bruce going thither to dry himself, 
was informed, that the Turcomans who had misguided 
him were an infamous banditti, and that he and his 
horse had fallen from the remains of the wing of a 
bridge, which had formerly crossed the river in that 
place. The capharman then shewed his servants the 
right ford, and they passed in safety. From Hassia 
oar traveller proceeded, to Cariateen, where he found 
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HiiMiiy a kelp nMrefaant, his old acqaalntaiiee, and 
r._ two thousand of the Aimeer, encamped around. Two 
t~ (Bid men flrom the two tribes, the Mowalll and the 
\ Aanecjf aeeompanied the party on horseback to 
'.' Palmvra. The tribes furnished them with camels, 
1 ' ftnd they passed the desert, between Cariateen and 
Palmyra, in a day and two nights. 

Just as they came within sight of the ruins, they 
ascended a hill of iffliit^ gritty stone by a narrow 
. winding road. Arrived at the top of that hill, they 
bdield befiire them one of the most stupendous sights 
that perhuMi ever appeared to mOTtal ^es. An ex- 
taosive pisiin, coverea tliiek with magnificent build- 
im of wliite stone, which at a distance appeared 
like marble, of fine proportions, and agreeable forms ; 
and at the end, the palace of the sun, more magnifi- 
cent tlian any of the rest. 

Of the ruins of Palmyra Mr. Bruce drew six 
angular views on laige paper, and proceeded next to 
Bdalbec, aliout 130 mUe^ distant from the former. 
He reached Baal bee on the very day on which his 
friend. Emir Yousef, having reduced the city, and 
settled tlie government, was decamping to return 
home. The Emir made things about the city very 
agr^able to tilm, and left him to his freedom. 

Baalbec is pleasantly situated on a plain, west of 
Anti-Libanus, about fifty miles from Hassia, and 
thirty from the ancient Bvblus, on the nearest sea- 
coast. The interior of the temple of the sun at 
Baalbec exhibits some of the most perfect works of 
sculpture, and surpasses any thing at P^myra. 

Passing Tyre, Mr. Bruce became a mournful wit- 
ness of the accomplishment of that prophecy, by 
which it was foretold, that the queen of nations 
should be a rock for fishermen to try their nets on. 
Two wretched fishermen who had just been drawing; 
their nets, were persuaded by Mr. Bruce to drag in 
those places where shell-fish were to be found. He 
was in hopes that they might brin§ o\x\. <yafe Q?v *Ow\vi 



fsniDiu par}ile-flBhe9, for which Tyre was Tenomicd 
in nnliqnity. The ntterapt, bowever, was nnBUc- 
cesafu), and Mr. Brace CDnJectured that under Ibe 
Btoryof (he purple-flshes, the TyriaDaonly concaalBd 
their kucwled^ of cochineul. Ha flniithcd this ex- 
pedicion by amiing lare at the hospitable maiuiDii 
of M. Cleramhaat, at Sldon. 

At Sidou he found letters from Enrojte, moreiigree- 
able than those which he had last received, witli the 
time-pieces and satrDnomicalinatrumeDta for which 
lie had written. Bat atill he wauled a quadrant : 
an instrument of essential importance for the farther 
prosecution of his purposes. He, however, deter- 
mined now to Tiait Eii;ypl, where be might examine 
the most ancient remain^a of architecture. Nordon, 
Pocoeke, and others, had alreudy given general ac- 
cannts of the Egyptian arcliitectum ; but he nislied 
to observe the proportions of their columHB, and tlic 
general constmcCion of Clicir buildings. Obacrva- 
tions wbiah be lolglit thus add to his former stock 
irould furiiisb materials for a pleasant and useful 
amusement in hit old uge. A letter wliich he now 
received from M. de Batfim contributed Boniewb^it 
to multe him alter his reaolntion. M. de Bnflbn, M. 
Ouys, and several other French philosophers of great 
respectability of character, had obtained for him a 
moveable quadrant Irom the " French king's own 
military acddemy at Marfaeilles." A letter irom Mr. 
Bnssel informed him, that the astronomers of Europe 
were now less sanguine in their hopes of discovering 
the sun's parallax by the observation of the transit 
of Venus ; and that a journey into Ahyssinia, to ex- 
plore the history of that country, would be considered 
as a much more Important service to learning. A 
letter from hia correspondent at Alexandria, at the 
same time informed him that the quadrant taui hia 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Mr. BitKM Mill from 8idoii— Tooebm «t C^nit— AttItm at 
AlezMidri»->ProoeedttoR(Mettoupth«Ni£e to Calnn-His 
interview with All Ber—Tliitt tlie PyT«iQld»->EmlwrIu on 
the Nile fat Upper l^nrpt— Howadat Arab*— Metrahennjr 
•ad MohaniMn, theralnt of ancient Memidiii— Fithermcn 
on the Niie^Ialand of Haloaan — ^Palse Pyramids— Sugar- 
mnen "Rnini of Aatinoplia— Aahmouoeim — Ruins atOawa 
— Acbniu— Magnifloeni remains at Dendera— Adventure 
tlMre with a saint— Farriiout— Ruins of Tliebes— Colossal 
etatnes— Remariiable paintings— Luxor and Camao— Ruins 
•ft Eaae, tiie ancient LatopoUs^-Corenant made iMtween Mr. 
Bract and tiie Ababde Arabs — Syene — Cataract of tlie Nile — 
JoamewtiOOk Kenne across tlie desert of Thebais to Cos- 
ster — ^Marble mountains — ^Arrival at Cossier — Adventure 
wltb the Ababde— Jibbel Zumrud, tlie mountain of Emer- 
nlds — Voyage in the Red Sear— Jaflhteen Islands— Tor— 
Yambo — Jiddar— Mr. Brace's adventures there in the dis- 
iruise of a Turk — Singular mode of trauHaeting business — 
Polygamy — Konfodah — Sibt — Loheia — Mocha — Straits of 
Babelmandel— Foosht— Baccolan— An Abyssinian Ghost— 
Ziramer—Sbarlis—Volcanoof Jibbel Teir — ^The vessel strikes 
on a rock — ^Detension of the Ghost— Island of Dehalac — 
Arrival at Masuah. 

On Saturday, the 15th of June, 1768, Mr. Bruce sailed 
from the once opulent and powerful city of Sldon, 
for the island or Cyprus. During this -voyage ho 
observed a number of thin white clouds^ which 
came evidently from the mountains of Abyssinia, and 
•rere flitting towards Mount Taurus, whence these 
were to bring new stores of vapour, to occasion the 
overflowing of the Nile, by breaking against the lofty 
md rugged mountains of the south. On the I6th at 
lawn of day, he observed a hi?:h hi!l, which he took 
For Mount Olympus. The rest of tlie island soon 
ifter appeared in view. Cyprus remained long un- 
iiscovered by the ancient navigators of those seas. 
[t was not known at the building of Tyre 500 years 
tflter ships had begun to pass around it. At its dis- 
;overv it ^as overgrown with wood. Ow \3afe "v^^X. 
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side of the island the wood still remains thick and im- 
pervioas. Large stags and wild boars of a monstrous 
size find shelter there, and the inhabitants affirm, that 
even an elephant was alive there HOt many years ago. 

A great many medals, though very few of them 
good, are dug up in Cyprus ; silver ones, of very ex- 
cellent workmanship, are found near Paphos, of very 
little value in the eyes of antiquarians, being chiefiy 
of towns, of the size of those found at Crete and 
Rhodes, and all the islands of the Archipelago. 
Intaglios there are some few, partly in a very excel- 
lent Greek style, and generally upon better stone 
than usual in the islands. 

On the 17th of June, the vessel left Lemica, about 
four o'clock in the afternoon, and on the 18th, a little 
before noon, a veryfresh and favourable breeze spring- 
ing up from the N. W. the master pointed the prow 
directly upon Alexandria. 

The 20th of June, early in the morning, our tra- 
veller had a distant prospect of Alexandria rising from 
the sea. On the first view of the city, the mixture of 
old monuments, such as the Column of Pompey, with 
the high Moorish towers and steeples, raise our expec- 
tations of the consequence of the ruins we are to find : 
but the moment we are in port, the illusion ends, ana 
we distinguish the immense Herculian works of an- 
cient times, now few in number, from the ill-imagined, 
ill-constructed, and imperfect buildings of the several 
barbarous masters of Alexandria in later ages. 
There are two ports, the Old and the New. The en- 
trance to the latter, in which alone European ships 
can lie, is both difficult and dangerous ; and the port 
itself is by no means safe, as numbers of vessels are 
lost while riding at anchor.* 



• Mr. Bruce relates that while he was at Alexandria on his 

return to Europe iu March 1773, upwards of forty vessels were 

here cast on shore, and dashed to pieces. Most of thetn be- 

longed to Kagusa and the small ports of Provence; but tlie 

MAi'ps of nations accustomed to the ocean suffered little in- 
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Alexandria has been often taken since the time of 
Caesar.* It was at last destroyed by the Venetians 
and Cypriots, upon, or rather after the release of St. 
Lewis. — The building of the present gates and walls, 
which some have thought to be antique, does not seem 
earlier than the last restoration in the 13th century. 
Some parts of the gates and walls may be of older 
date ; (and probably were those of the last Caliphs be- 
fore Salidan) but, except these, and the pieces of co- 
lumns which lie horizontally in different parts of the 
wall, every thing else is apparently of very late times, 
and the work has been huddled together in great 

Jury. It was curious, he says, to observe the di£ferent procedure 
of the seamoD belonging to these different nations upon the 
occasion. As soon as the squall began to become violent, 
the masters of the Ragusan vessels and French Mediterranean 
traders, after putting out every anchor and cable, betook 
themselves to their boats, and fled to the nearest shore, 
leaving their ships to their fate. They well knew the furniture 
of their vessels to be too flimsy to trust their lives to it. 
Many of the cables, made of a kind of grass called apartunif 
parted with the anchors, and the ships perished. On the 
contrary, the British, Danish, Swedish, and Dutch, inured to 
the navigation of the ocean, no sooner perceived the storm 
beginning, than they quitted their houses, and hastened on 
board. Relying on the sufficiency of their tackle, they were 
under no apprehension from the weather, provided they 
were present to obviate unforeseen accidents. Some pointed 
their yards to thq wind, and others lowered them upon deck ; 
after which they walked to and fro, bidding defiance to the 
utmost fury of the storm. Not a man stirred from the 8hi}>s 
till the next day, when the returning calm weatlier summoned 
them to assist their unfortunate brethren, whose wrecked 
vessels lay scattered on the shore. 

* When it was taken by the Saracens, Amrou, general of 
the victorious army, wrote thus to the Caliph : " I have 
taken the city of the West. It is of immense extent. Ii 
contains innumerable wondori;. There are in it 4000 baths, 
12,000 dealers in fresh oil, 4000 Jews who pay tribute, 400 
comedians," tec. *'Bum tlieso books," said Omar, with 
respect to the famous library collected by the Ptolemies*. "H 
they say nothing but what is in the Koran t\\e^ ^it^ >x%%\«i%%\ 
if anj thing contradictory to it, danserouu.^* 



huate. There is nutliidg beautiful ur pleiuont iu tba 
present AiBxandrln. but a lianrtsume street of modem 
iiooaee, where a rerf ucti?e nod iatelligent number 
of merebauts liya upan tlie miasrabie reinnaDts of 
that trade, wLich made its glory m the Bnt tima. 
It is thinly iiihabttad: nnd there Is a tradition anionB 
the naliTaa, tbal, moTe than once, il; has been in agi- 
tation to abandon it a.UogetIier,Biid retire to Roselto, 
or Coiroj hut that tJiey hare been withheld by the 
opinion ot^dlven ralnla train Arabia, who have uesared < 
tlietn, that Mecca being de>lroyed, (a» it inoitba, al ■ 
ihey think, by the Ruuiane) Aleiandrla la then to,' 
tKODnie the liuiy place, and tbuC Mahomet's body it 
to be traospotted tlilLher. 

On Mr. Bruce'a arrival ot Alexandria, be found 
that the plague had been Mining in tliat eity and 
uelghbaurhinii!, and tbat two iayt nulv beiore tlieir ar- 
rival, people had begun to oj.-cn thi-ir housea and com- 
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initrumenis, and found them in good condition. 

Our Iravtiler being now prepared for any enter- 
priae, he left with ei^erneas, this once-famoue capilal 
of ^ypt. — The journey to Hosetlo is alwaya per- 
foniied by land, aa the mouth of the branch of the 
Nile leading to that place, called the Bi^ai, is very 
shallow and dangerous to pass, and often tedious; 
besides no one wishes to be a partner for any time in 
a voyage with Egyptian sailors, if he can possibly 
avoid it. Tlie journey by birid Is also reputed duii- 

ibey are determined never to use. 
All Egypt is full of deep duni and sand from tlio 
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^Vndatkm. It is thb flue powder and sand, raised and 
^ looaened by the heat of the sun, and want of dew, and 
1^ ' aot bains tied fiut. as it were, by any root or ve^eta- 
)■ tlokiy whieh the NUe carries off with it, and buries iu 
^ tiw sea, and whieh many ignorantly suppose comes 
< from Abyssinia, where every river runs in abed of rock . 
^ When yoa leave the sea, you striice off nearly at right 
•ag^ea, and pursue your JoumeT to the eastward. 
Here heaps oistones and trunks of pillars are set up to 
guide you in vour road, through moving sands, which. 
Btand in hillocks, iu proper directioos, and whicli 
coodnot yon safely to Bosetto, surrounded on one side 
by these hills of sand, which seem ready to cover it. 
Bosetto stands upon that branch of the Nile which 
was called the Bolbattic Brancb, about four miles 
lirom the sea. It is a large, clean, neat town, or vii- 
lage, upon the eastern side of the Nile. It is about 
three miles long, much frequented by studious and 
religious Mahometans; among these too are a consi- 
derable number of merchants, it being the entrepor. 
between Cairo and Alexandria, and vice versa ; here 
too the merchants have their factors who superintend 
and watch over the merchandise which passes the 
Bo^az to and from Cairo. — There arc many gardens, 
and much verdure, about Rosetto ; the ground is 
low, and retains ion^ the moisture it imbibes from the 
overflowing of the Nile. Here also are many curious 
plants and flowers brought from different countrki^. 
On the 30th of June, Mr. Bruce embarked fur 
Cairo. There are wonderful tales told at Alexandriu, 
as well as at Cairo, of the danger of passing over the 
desert to Rosetto. After you embark on tlie Nile in 
your way to Cairo, you hear of pilots, and masters 
of vessels, who land you araon^ robbers to sliare your 
plunder, and twenty such like stories, all oithem of 
old date, and which perhaps happened long ago, or 
never happened at all. But provided the government 
of Cairo is settled, and you do not land at villages in 
strife with each other, (in which tvTe\imsX"a.wii\is» \\v^ 
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I 

» jjerson of any nation is safe,) you must be very un- 

t fortunate indeed, if any great accident befal you be- 

* tween Alexandria and Cairo. 

' Our traveller arrived at Cairo in the beginning of 

i July, recommended to the very hospitable house of 

Julian and Bertran, to whom he imparted his reso- 
lution of pursuing his journey to Abyssinia. They 
tried to dissuade him from it, but, seeing him resolved, 
they kmdly offered their most effectual services, 
i That part of Cairo in which the French are settled 

! is exceedingly commodious, and fit for retirement. 

'. It consists of one long street, where all the merchants 

; of that nation live. It is shut at one end by large 

i gates, where there is a guard, and these are con- 

;■ srantly close in the time of the plague. At the other 

: end is a large garden, tolerably kept, in which there 

I are several pleasant walks and seats. All the enjoy- 

[ ment that Christians can hope for, among this vile 

} people, reduces itself to peace and quiet. There are, 

i however, wicked emissaries who are constantly em- 

', ployed by threats, lies, and extravagant demands, to 

j torment them, and keep them from enjoying that 

I repose which would content them instead of freedom, 

J and more solid happiness, in their own country. 

; There are perhaps four hundred inhabitants in 

I Cairo, who have absolute power, and administer what 

; they call justice in their own way, and according to 

their own views. But fortunately, in Mr. Bruce's 
i time, this many-headed monster was no more ; there 

I was but one Ali Bey, and there was neither inferior 

nor superior j urisdiciion exercised, but by his officers 
only. This happy state did not last long. In order 
to be a Bey, the person must have been a slave, and 
, boii.:ht for money at a market. Every Bey has a 

great number of servants, slaves to him, as he was to 
i . others before; these are his guards, and tliese he pro- 

^ motes to places hi his household, according as they are 

gualWed. Jt is very extraordinary to find a race of 
f^cn in power, all agreeing to lea\e their succession 
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»tD stimiigen in prefiereiice to their own chfldren, for 
• munbar of ages; and that no one should erer have 
attempted to make his sonsucceed him, either in diic- 
f Mlty or estate, in preference to a slaye, whom he was 
r, bamzht for money like a be«Bt. 
^ The instant tlut Ifr. Bruce arrived at Cairo was 
'• Miteps the only one in wliich he ever could have 
^ Man allowed, sin^^le and unprotected as he was, to 
kavemade his intended journey. AU Bey, after hav- 
faigr QDderKOne many clianges of fortune, and heen ba- 
Biiiied by his riyalsfrom ills capital, at last enjoved the 
lalMliMtion of returning and maldng himself absolute 
la Cairo. Though a man of good understanding, he 
was ftlU a Mameluke, and had the principles of a 
['■ alaya. Three persons of different reugions at once 
ponessed liis confidence, and governed his counsels. 
The one was a Jew, the other a Qreek, and the third 
an ^^ptian Copt, his secretary ; and it would have 
required great penetration to discover which of the 
three men was the most worthless character. The 
secretary, whose name was Risk, had the address to 
supplant the other two, and at the period of Mr. 
Bruce's arrival m Egypt, was all-powerful with the 
Bey. Risk professed astrology, and was greatly pre- 
possessed in favour of our traveller by his apparatus 
of instruments, wliich were opened in the custom- 
house of Alexandria. He not only procured an 
order- that they should be delivered to Mr. Bruce 
without duty or fees, but likewise assured him , as 
soon as he reached Cairo, that he was under the im- 
mediate protection of the Bey, and that he would him- 
self provide him with any thing which he might want. 
Mr. Bruce, unable to account for this shew of friend - 
sWp, suspected some design, and communicated liis 
apprehensions to his landlord Mr. Bertran, who un- 
dertook to sound Risk on the subject, and at the 
same time cautioned him against eitlier oti'euding the 
si-cretary or trusting himself in his hands, as he was 
a man capable of the blackest projects, a.wjl'vaKt^^^iis* 



a he sawBted him with " Safem," thenwu]^ 

UetaMbim ha came upon liui mesBHge. 

said, " I tliaak yon, did I Bend for yoa?" und 

I did BO," tmd fell tu rmditig liin aa[ier again. After ! 
Uiia wu over, lie complBined iIibl be Imd bMO \W, 
tliat he vamlwil itnmeduteiy after dinner, thou|i:h tie 
lisd eaten maderditel; i that hia atamach wm ool yet 
Beltied, and tie was a/raid Bonethinc Lad been given 
liim to da iilm mldcliief. Our traveller felt his pulses, 
whieli wsa loi* uia weak; bat lery little lisvemll) 
and dcalred he ODiiId order liis people to iuok If iiU 
lOEut wafidrease'l in capper properly tinned. He as- 
sured hliii bv wua in no danger, and insinuBtcd that 
lie tliqught he had been guiliy of soaie excesa before 
dinner; &t nhlcli tli? Bi^y smiled, and xald to Iliak, 
who was standing bv, " Afrite! Afritel"hBiBBdevll' 
he is a. devil! Ur. Bruce Ihensaid, "if your Btinnaeh 
ij really unemy from what yon have oaten, warm 
name water, and, if you pleaee, put a little green lea 
into it, and drink it UIl it makes you vomit gently, 
and that will give ^ ou eBBe ; after which you may 
take a dieb of strong coffee, and go to bed, or a glass 
uf apiritB, if yoa have any tliat are good." At this 
propoBfli he looked cnrprised, and calmly replied; 
" Spiiita ! da yau kni3w chiit I am a MuBsnlnua r~ 
ir traieller. 



tdl yon what is good for your body, andhnienDthine 

" 'o with yqnr religion, or your soul." He seemed 

^h pleased with iliis Irankniss, and onlyohsorved. 



} Mr. Bru<.'e at the tauvent, ani 

his master was not yet well; am 

sLJii entertained apprehensions tliat he had been poi 
soiled. On inqiiirbig how the water had openitcii 
Itijk replied tliat the Bey had not taken any, b- 
iliat he hod tome by hia lieairo to learn how it • 
10 be made. Mr. Bruce immediately showed ) 
™ n-iieh lie loodesUy ir"' — ■-■ "•■■' ■ 
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to drink it hiniMlf and Tomitjjn order to instmct 

hofw to ftot wiA the Bey. ."His proposal to be 

pfttient aad pfaytlclan at fIJe'fame tune was not 

bUj agnealue^ and Mr. Bmoe told the secre- 

that he woold ? omit him, which would answer 

porpoae of instmctioa jiut as weU, bat this offer 

aotaeo^ted. The Greek priest, Pkther Chris- 

^jflTj eomSflig in at the moment, thev agreed ito make 

Hm eiperiment on hJdl ; bot he womd not consent to 
thl^ aad pradaced a jtmng monk, whom they forced 
tt» take the water wither he woold or not. 

Am Mr. Brace's iavoor with the Bey was now es- 
tablished by fireqaentinterriewsyhe thoofffat of leaving 
Ma aolitaxy mansion at the convent He requested 
the Bey'a secretary, to procore his peremptory letters 
«f -fttoommendatlon to Shdkh Haman, to the gover- 
nor of Syene^ Ibrlm, and Deir, hi Upper £^ypt. 
He procwed uso the same from the janissaries, to 
ttuae three last places, as titieir garrisons are from 
that body at Cairo which they call their Port. He 
bad fdso letters from All Bey to the Bey of Suez, to 
tlie Sheniffii of Mecca, to the Naybe (so they call tiie 
Sovereign^ of Masuah, and to the King of Sennar, 
and his ministers for the time beins. At length, hav- 
ii^ obtained all his letters and dispatches, as well 
from tiie patriarch as from the Bey, he set about pre- 
paring for his journey. 

On the other side oif the Nile, from Cairo, is Geeza ; 
ami ai>oat eleven miles bevond this place are the pyra- 
mids, called the Pyramids of Geeza, the description 
of wnich is in every body's hands. Engravings of 
them had been published in England, with plan? 
of them upon a large scale, two years before Mr. 
Bmce came into Egypt, and were shewn bim by Mr. 
Dayidson, consul of Nice, whose drawings they were. 
He it was too that discovered the small chamber 
above the landing-place, after you ascend through the 
long gallery of the great Pyramid on your left hand, 
ancfhe left the ladder by which he ascendedxfAi \\i<& 

14 J> 



••utisfaclioii of other traiellem. But tliere fi nothing ■ 
in Ibe eliaiDbetfiirtluT wo[[1i; of nodi^e, IJian its bnv- ' 
inff eiGaped discovery M many ages. . 

It is vsr; bingular, tbat tor such s time na tliPH I 
Pyramids bave Iwen knonn, iravellen vien ciinlunt ■ 
rather to follow the report of Ibe oncimls, than to 
make aie of their ovra e^ea, yet it bss been a coil' 
Btant belief, that theatone^ couii^Diiiig IheHe Pynmidd, 
imvcbivn brought fruia the Libyan nioan[ainB,tbougft' 
diij one whn will lalie the pains to remote the aand I 
oil tiie south »ide, will iiciil the eolld rock tliere liewwl 
into etepB. lu tberuof of the la^e ebamher, nliere ' 
tbe EorcophBgUB etuiids, sb aliuin I be top of the roof 
of the gallery, &a you go up iuto thut I'tmiuber, you 
see laise fragments of the rcick, uiTording an unnn- 
swerable proof, that those Pyramids were oncebuga 
rodia, BtiUMJiug where they now are; that aoiue of 
theiu, tbe moat proper from their form, were choacn 
for the body ol the Pyramid, and t)ie others beviu 
into steps, to aerte for the lupenlructun, and the 



eeseary, and taken rather a melancb ^ 
very iudulaent frleuda, who hud great uppreliensions 
that he una liis companions would never return ; and 
fearing tbat lliair stay till tbe very excesidve lieats 

tliaC of missing the EteBian winds, he secured a boat 
to carry them to Furshout, tlie residence of Hamam, 
the Bliekh of Upper E^ypt. Tliia sort of res^l la 
called a Canja, and is one of tiie most commodious 
M^ed on any river, being safe> and expeditious at the 
same time, though at first sigbt it has a stroD"; appear- 
ance of danger. That on which Ihey enibariied Kas 
about 100 feet fVom stem to stem, nith two tnai^ts, 

tbe mam-sail ysrd'beiug about 131) ieet in leugtli. 
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A eBTtainkindof loUlMry peenllur to the NUe, is 

' " oo the watch to rob boau, in which they 

9 enw mn off their guard. Tliey generally 

the boat when it is calm, either swimming 

water, or when it is dark, upon goat skins ; 

which they moont with the ntmost filence, and 

ttkm away wluterer they can lay their hands on. 

Tbay are not very ibnd, It seems, of meddling with 

*i la wUeh they see F^ranjks or Europeans, be- 

!>▼ them some hare been wonnded with iire- 
The attempts are generally made when yoa 
an St anehoT, or ander wdgh, at night, in very mo- 
teata weather; bat mora oommoiuy when you are 
. ) IhlUng down the strsam without masts ; fbr it requiri>» 
' ■ftwglh, Ttgonry and skill, to get aboard a vessel 
golqg befoTQ a brisk wfaid; though indeed they are 
abandantly prorlded with all these requisites. 

It wae toe 12th of December when they embarked 
on the Vile at Bulae, on board the Canja. At first 
Vr. Braee had the precaution to apply to his friend 
Bbk coneeming the captain Hagi Hassan Aboa Cuffi, 
and obliged him to give bis son Mahomet in security 
for his good behaviour. There was nothing that he so 
moch desired as to be at some distance from Cairo ; 
aa incivility and extortion always attend yon in this 
detestable country when you are about to leaye it. 

The wind being contrary, they were obliged to ad- 
vance against the stream, by having the boat drawn 
idth a rope. They advanced a few miles to two con- 
vents ofCophts, called Deireteen. Here they stop- 
ped to pass the night, having had a fine view of the 
f^ramids of Geeza and Saccara, and being then in 
sight of a prodiffious number of others built of white 
clay, and stretching far into the desert to the south- 
west. Two of these seemed full as lar^e as those that 
are called the Pyramids of Geeza. One of them was 
of a very extraordinary form ; and, tlirough misma- 
nagement, had a very misshapen head. 
On the side of the Nile, opposite to \Vve\t \^<^\.^ "^ 



vxteadBtrom thencej 
what ware anciantlrj 
ilij at war with eftett^ 



. , _. _.-Blhen 

adat, being a part of the Atounl, a large triba thM 
pouesB the lithmus of Suez, end from tliBt go up ' 
belweEti the Red Sea and tlie mountains that lioaDd.' 
tile eBBt part ol' the Vailey of £g.vpt. I'fiey reach to , 
the lengto of CoBsier, where tbuy'burder upon aaother i 
targe tribe «alled Aha hde, wliich vxtende trom tl 
up into Nubia. Bolb thpae are ivlia' 
called S/iepherdt, and are conBtBntiy 

other. Soma nf these people itragB'*^ down U. 

boat to heg tobacco and colFiie. and iwo of them went 
on board. Mr. Bruee retolle«ted tliiil when in Bur- 
biiry, he bad lived with the tribe of Noile, who were 
of the BDme rara with the Howadat, and this clroum- 
sl^ce soon liid to a friendship with tiie latter, win 
insisted on lelching one of their Sheidia. 

Tiie Kuis or master of the boat had not yet made 
bis appearance; and Wr. Bruce detemiinedKitnKagB 
their people to perform a piece of service to which 
they readiiv offered tli«ni3elvca. He desired that eariy 
nejLt morning, they would have a horf;e and hoy in 
readiness to carry a letter to Afi Bey's secretary : 
but no sooner were tliey gone on shore, than one of 
the boat's crew stole olf on foot, and before dai our 
traveller was awakened bv iha arrival of Ihe'Raia 
Abou CuiE and his son Slai.naiel. The former wa» 
mtoiicaled thoiwh a Sherriffe, a iiagi, and half asaint 

mented iiquor. The son was greatly terrified. He 
said he should have been impaled had the messenger 
arrived and declared he would not run the risic of 
bein^ surety, and of goii^ baclt to Cairo to answer 
for his father's faults, lest, one day or other, on suiiie 
complaint of that kmd, he should be talien out of liia 
bed and haaljiiadeed to deatli, without knowing for 
what ofieoce. An altercation ensued; tlie^herde- 
g tiehind for pretty much the saina 
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teuooM, and at kngth thmj agreed that both should 
gm the Yoyage, and that one of the Moor sekirants in 
taa boat ahoud retam to Cairo to fistch Mahomet's 
elothes. while his ikther slept himself sober, 
lu the meantime Mr. Brace bargained with the 
y Shekh off the Howadat to ibmlsh him with horses to 
t ■ ffo to Metraheny, or Mahannan, where once he said 
bad stood Mbaf, a larve city, the capital of all Egypt. 
All this was ezecutea with great snocess. Early in 
.the morning the Sheldi of the Howadat had passed 
■ at ICiniel, where there ii afernr, the Nile being very 
deep : and attended onr tra?elkr, with flye horsemen 
ana a sparjs horse for himself, at Metraheny, south of 
MfaoleL where there is a great plantation of palm trees. 
On the 13th, in the morninff about eight o'clock, our 
traTellers let oar their vast ssius, and pused a very con- 
aiderable Tillage called Torra, on the east side of the 
riveTy and Shekh Atman, a small village, consisting of 
about tidrty houses on the west. The Nile here is about 
a quarter of a mile broad ; and there cannot be the 
smallest doubt, in any person disposed to be convinced, 
that thi%is by very far the narrowest part of Egypt 
yet seen ; for it is certainly less than half a mile be- 
tween the foot of the mountain and the Lybian shore. 
Having gained the western edge of the palm trees 
at Mohannan, onr travellers had a fair view of the 
Pyramids at Oeeza, which lie in a direction nearly 
S. W. They saw three large mnite pillars S. W. of 
Mohannan, and a piece of a br^en chest or cistern of 
granite; but no obelisks, or stones with hieroglyphics, 
and they thought the greatest part of the ruins seemed 
to point that way, or more southerly. These, their 
conductor said, were the ruins of Mimf, the ancient 
seat of the Ptiaraohs, Kings of Egypt, adding that 
there was another Mimf, far down in tiie Delta, by 
which he meant Menouf, below Terane, and Batnel 
Baccara. Mr. Bruce returned with his guide, per- 
ceiving now that he could obtain no farther intelli- 
gence in the sands. Mr. Bruce saw great nwveJcvvix*^ 



"fcS- n»SS» i'S>""' ,«.»••' 







TRAVELS IN ABYSSINIA. 39 

tone of superiority. They were in a moment along- 
side ; and one of them went on board, lashing his 
miserable raft to a rope at their stem. In recompense 
for their trouble, Mr. Brnce gave them some lai^e 
pieces of tobacco, and this transported them so much, 
that they brought him a basket of several different 
kinds of fish, all small, excepting one laid on the top 
of the basket, wiiich was a clear salmon-coloured fish, 
silvered upon its sides, with a shade of blue upon its 
back. It weighed about 101b. and was most excellent, 
being perfectly firm, and white like a perch. There 
are some of this kind 701b. weight. Mr. Bruce ex- 
amined their nets ; they were rather of a smaller 
circumference than our casting nets in England ; the 
weight, as far as he could guess, rather heavier in pro- 

S onion than ours, the thread that composed tnem 
eing smaller, lie could not sufficiently admire their 
success, in a violent stream of deep water, such as the 
Nile ; for the river was at least twelve feet deep where 
they were fishing, and the current very strong. These 
fishers offered willingly to take Mr. Bruce upon the 
raft to teach hhn their method; but his curiosity 
went not so far. They said their fishing was merely 
accidental, and in course of their trade, which was 
selling these earthen jars, which they procured near 
Ashmounein ; and after having carried the raft with 
them to Cairo, they untie, sell them at the market, 
and carry the produce home in money, or in necessa- 
ries, upon their backs. A very poor economical 
trade but sufficient as they said, from the carriage of 
crude materials, the moulding, making, and sending 
them to market, to Cairo, and to difierent places in 
the Delta, to afford occupation to two thousand men. 
About two o'clock in the afternoon, they came to 
the point of an is»land ; there were several villages 
with date-trees on both sides of them ; the ground 
was overflowed by the Nile, and cultivated. The 
current was very strong here. They then caxsvA \.ci 
Halouan^ an island now di^ideOi mXo ^ wxvns^^t ^'v 



gidhU GTI05, by vuliahea btiiij cut tlirctugh it, and, un- 
der different Arabic oaniHi, thoy Blill reach tctv far 
up the stream. Mr. Bniae landed tn §ea if Ihcrr 
were remains of the olive-tree which Straho say* 
grew here, but vlthoat success. Oar traieiier iiua- 
Biaed, however, that th&ra had been such a tree ; 
because opiioBitii to one of ttie divisions into whlcli 
thii large island is brokeu, there nai a liUage called 
Zeitoon, or the Olite Tree. 

On toe 15th of December, the weather being neerlv 
calm, the]' left tlie north end uf the Island ; theu' 
enurse was due Bonlh, the line of the river; and three 
miles farther they paened Woodan, and a cnllccljon 
of \illagca, all jpinE by that name, upon the east. 
The groand is afi cultivated about this villase, to Ihe 
foot of the monntains, which is not abovd four miles : 
but it is full ciaht ou the west, all oversowed and 
sown. The Nile ia here but ahallow, and nsiraw, 
iioC eieeedlDg a quarter of a mile broad, and Ibree 
feet deep, owing, as is auppoted, Co the resistanca 
mide by Ihe island in the middle of tlie current, and 
by abendwhichitmalieB, thus interceptmg the sBnd 
brought down by the stream. The iiiounlalns here 
comedown till within two miles ofSnf el Woodan, fur 
so tliG village Is called. They were luld there were 
Mme ruins to the westward of this, hut only rabbbli, 
nritiicr arch nor column Etnnding. 

Thewindstillfresbpiung, they jiaFsprlseipral villa- 
Res on each side, all surroanded with palm-trees, ver- 
dant and pleasant, but conveying an idea of sameness 



) has sailed in tli 



felt who has sailed in the placid, lauddy, green-banh- 
od rivers In HoUund. The Nile, however. Is here full 
a mile broad, tlie water deep, and the current strori . 
The whid seemed to be exasperated by the reslslanrn 
of the stream, and blew fresh-and steady, as indecil 
it generally does wlifii the current ia violent. 

Tliey passeil witii great velocity PJiieiet Embarak, 
CabuKic, Nizelet Omar, Racca Kibser, then Bacca 
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r, and came in sight of Atlia, a large village 
le distance from the Nile ; all the valley here 
'een, the palm groves beautiful, and the Nile 

Still it was not the prospect that pleases ; for 
lole. ground that was sown, to the sandy ascent 

mouittains, was but a narrow strip of three 
rs of a mile broad, and the mountains them- 

which here began to have a moderate degree 
ration, and which bounded this narrow vallev, 
rhire, gritty, sandy, and uneven, and perlectly 
Lte of all manner'of verdure. As it fell very 
they came to for the night above Kacca Se- 
where the Nile divides. The Rais beggi-d 
to go to Comadreedy, a small village on the 
tank, as he said, to meet his wife, but as Mr. 
imagined to divert himself in the same man- 

he had done the night before he left Cairo, 
t on his black surtout, his scarlet turban and 
scarlet shawl, both of which he said he had 
It to do our traveller honour in his voyauje. Mr. 
thanked him for his consideration, but asktd 
5 he was a Sherriffe, he did not wear the urct'U 

of Mahomet. That, he replied, was only a trick 
on stranp^ers ; many who wore green turbans 
ery great rascals ; but he was a saint, which 
tter than a Sherriffe, and was known as such all 
k; world, whutevercolour of turban he wore, or 
ad none at all. He promised to be back early 
morning, and to bring with him a fair wind. 
r kej)t, as usual, a very good watch all night, 

passed without disturbance. Next day, the 
vas exceedingly hazy in the morninj;, though 
•ed about ten o'clock. It was, however, sui- 

to show the falsity of tlie observations of an 
, who t-uys, that the Nile emits no loirs ; and in 
irse of the voyatre they often saw »)tlicr exanj- 
the fallacy of this assertion. In the afterno )n 
)ple were gone ashore to shoot pii^eons, arid 
•uce remaincid on board arran'^in^ M^ \<:iW\v:cJ\.^ 
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Iference) for the face of the stone has a great 
lance to clay, of which the Pyramids of the 
a are composed. 

18th, about eight in the morning, they pre- 
•JO get on their way ; the wind was calm, and 

Mr. Bruce asked the Rais, who had returned 
oieht, where the fair wind was which he had 
ed to bring. He replied that his wife had 
lied with him all night, and would not give 
ne to pray ; " therefore," added he with a very 
ice, " you shall see me do all that can be done 
dnt on this occasion." "What is that?" in- 
Mr. Bruce. " Why," replied he, making ano- 
oU face, " it is to draw the boat by the rope 
wind turns fair." 

r passing Comadreedy, the Nile is again di- 
ly another fragment of the island, and inclines a 
o the westward. On the east is the village 
li el Couraui. It has only two palm-trees be- 
f to it, and on that account a deserted appear- 
but the u'lieat upon the banks was five inches 
ind more advanced than any they had yet seen, 
ountains on the east side cauje down to the 
of tlie Nile, wero bare, white, and sandy ; and 
;as on this side; no appearance of villa«;os. The 
ere is about a quarter of a mile broad, or sonie- 
nore. It sliould seem it was the An^fyrorum 
\ of Ptolemy ; but neither nij;ht nor day could 
•uce get an instant for observation, on account 
white clouds, which confused (for they scarcely 
)e siiid to co\er) tJie lieavens continually. 
' now passed a convent of Cophts, with a small 
rion of palms ; a misenible building, with a 
ike a saim's or iiuirabout'?*, and slandin*^ quite 

About ibiir miles farther was the villaf^e of 
t el Arab, consisting of miserable huts. Here 
large ])laiitati()i!s of sugar-canes, the lirst they 
't seen : the ])eople v/ere then loadhig boats 
lese to carry them to Cairo. Mr. Bruce \jrc\- 
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cured from them as many as he deisired. The canes 
were about an inch and a quarter in diameter ; they 
were cut in round pieces about three inches long; and, 
after having been slit, they were steeped in a wooden 
bowl of water. They give a very agreeable taste and 
flavour to it, and make it the most refreshing drink 
in the world ; whilst, by imbibing the water, the canes 
become more juicy, and lose a part of their heavy 
clammy sweetness, which would occasion thirst. Our 
traveller was surprised at finding this plant in such a 
state of perfection so far to the northward. They 
were now scarcely arrived in lat. 29*^, and nothing 
could be more beautiful and perfect than these canes. 

The origin of sugar, tobacco, red podded or Cayenne 
pepper, cotton, some species of solanum, indi^^o, and 
a multitude of other vegetable productions, has not 
as yet been well ascertained. Prince Henry of Por- 
tugal put his discoveries to immediate profit, and 
communicated what he found new in each part of 
Europe, Asia, Africa, and America, to those places 
where it was wanting. It will be soon difiicult to 
attribute with certaintj' to each quarter of the world 
the articles that belong to it, and fix upon those few 
that are common to all. Even wheat, the early pro- 
duce of Egypt, is not a native of that country. It 
grows under the Line, within the Tropics, and as far 
north and south as we know. Severe northern win- 
ters seem to be necessary to it, and it vegetates vigo- 
'ously in frost and snow. But whence it came, and 
in what shape, is yet left to conjecture. 

Though the stripe of green wheat was continued 
all along the Nile, it was interrupted for about half 
a mile on each side of the Coptic convent. The 
wretched inhabitants know, that though they may 
sow, yet, from the violence of the Arabs, they shall ne- 
ver reap, and therefore leave the ground uncultivated. 
On the side opposite to Sment, the stripe began 
n^ain, and cofl tin ued from Sment to Mey-Moom, 
about two miles, and from Mey-'Moom \ft ^ViewMvah, 



It. Ill tbiit iMiiull stripe, not abnre a 
lile broad, bv^dea whuat, cloier via 
ley call Berwue, siid cultivato in tbo 



stui jKnfiue, aim cujiLVHW in luo 
ill Kiiulunil. Tliuy iivxt piiB»«l 
■I ll>e nest M<: uf tliu Kile, two 
a lililii runher, Uiiii 

mu vtry nun. aiwui n " 

illaj{a at U 



[ Cibciiuiali 

wjr naw (ur _ _ . . 

wtut Hde of tlia Nilf, 



iiiUm Iruin 



n lliut tidueiuj. 

,- all aruuud li wvll eulth-uted, uiid leeioeil 

e ulmoat lertility: tlw inJiabituutit mere 

lied, and aEUined fiMs inlierjble aud iii>- 

.liati tlium tbey left bebiud iu tLe nlucus 

u. Tbu Mle mu very ■bulluw at Ikiii 

tlie uurreiit straut{< Tuey touohed several 

:be lUiddlu of iIh litreuni, and eaaie to an- 

B;ilia ubuut a quarter of a uiile abave Beiii 

iLTu they poMed Ibc iilglit. Tliey msro told 

l^riud wateb liere all uigUt, tUut lliera wcr« 

t rubbers on liic oast lidu of tbc watur, whd 

l> jiluuilerednuinu boats, aiultbat tne vaclulf 

I'liey iiirlevd krut Btricl (TUtvli, but' saw no 

anil nere iiu otber wiiy inoieittd. 

■. Ill iiOK tboiigJit tbe viliugo* were begmrly, 
i-oiiDlunt [jruviu ul' ualiii trees, lo peHcctly 
rliil uut Coiupeiiaute fur tbemuilof sown lanu, 
'owuens of tbe valliry, and bamnpeia of tbu 
iia. Ill tbo uonriH: ul' tliu day tboy oliun'veil 
alile ]ilaiitutioiiiiut'iliit(9iandiin'(iridiif>u|jiir- 
'bieli tliu pcopli! were iu^t tbvn euttiiiK- At 
ilie west sldeof tlw ^ilo uU tbe lioiitM hdir. 
leu fur )ii,;puni( on tiielr tons, from uliiub if 
It euiiMilerable profit. Tlii-y ars Luulu ul* 
)H>t9 one ubuvo tlic otber ueeupyliiK Uie upper 
idijiviiullmwidLturtlictamiiialishlecuml 
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m was composed of very bad Turks, very bad 
. and very bad Christians ; that several devils 
:ely been seen among them, who had been dia- 
i by beintr better and quieter than the rest. 
Libian geographer informs us, that it was from 
vn Pharaoh brought his magicians, to com- 
leir powers with those of Moses, an anecdote 
' that great historian. 

traveller told the Rais, that he must, of ne- 
, go ashore. He did not seem to be fond of 
tion ; but hauling in his main-sail, and with his 
11 full, stood S. S. £. directly under the ruins, 
ort time they arrived at the landing place ; the 
were low, and they brought up m a kind of 
ir small bay, where there was a stake ; so the 
touched very little, or rather swung clear. 
Cufii's son Mahomet, and the Arab, went on 
under pretence of buying some provision, and 
low tlie land lay ; but after the character they 
ceivcd of the inhabitants, all their fire-arms 
nought to the door of the cabin. In the mean- 
partly with his naked eye, and partly with his 
Mr. Bruce was enabled to contemplate the 
.ttentively, which tilled him with astonishment 
Iniiratiou. The columns of the angle of the 
> were standing fronting to the north, part of 
mpanum, cornice, frieze, and architrave, all 
and very much ornamented : thick trees hid 
vas behind. The columns were of the largest 
nd fluted ; the capitals Corinthian, and to all 
ance entire. They were probably of white 
. marble ; but had lost the extreme whiteness, 
ih, of the Antinous at Home, and were changed 
colour of the fighting gladiator, or rather to a 
>r yellow. He saw indistinctly also, a tri- 
.1 arch, or gate of the town, in the very same 
and some blocks of very white shhung stone, 
seemed to be alabaster. Mr. Bruce, and those 
mained with him in the boat, were on. a %\i^^^w 




alarmed by l]Uurlngavioleal dispulc between the two 
who went on shore and the iohabitanu. Djwn this 
the Riiia eirippiiig', illpped off the rope from the aloke, 
.._j 1 r .L.. ■»--^ fltrupk a slning perch or 
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eeiitly came in sfght ; thn p»p]e hod laken Maho- 
Diet'» turban from lilm, und they were apparently on 
the very voret teruia- Moliomet cried t<i our tra- 
vellers that the whole town was aomim;, and getting 
ni'sr tliebtnt, heand tlieHtoarjumpeilin irtth great 
nihility. A number of people wan a«enibled, and 
three sbota were flred into the boat, very qnicWy, ] 
one after another. Mr. Bmi^e cried out in Arable, 
" Infldfila, thieves. Bnd robb*rs ! come on, orwesball 

Eresently attack you;" upon which he iminediateiy 
red B Bhlp blund«rhuEV, with aoiall piitol bulletx, 
but with little eleialiun, among the bn9liea,aoaaaot 
to touch them. The three or four men who were 
nearest fellfiat upon Iheirfaces, and slid away among 
the bnshea on their bellies, and they law no more lif 
them. ThEj ddw put their veenel Into the Mream, 

" Be upun your guard, If you are iiico, «b are San- 
tok'9 soldiers, and will coke toillie vuihan to-night." 
More tliey neither heani nor saw. 

They were no sooner out of the reach of these peo- 
ple, than the Rais, fliiing: his pipe, and looking very 
grave, told Mr. Bruce to thank God thathe was h 
tlte vessel with such a man as himsi'lf ; as it was ow< 
ini; to this only that he escaped being inurdere 
asiiore. " Certainly Hassan/'said Mr. Bruce, " un 
dcr God, the way of escaping from being murderedc 
land is never to go out cf the boay liut dnii't y< 
Ihiiik that my blunderbuss was as effeclual a iiroie 
lion as your holiness ? Tell me Mahomet, what t! 
ihey do to you?" He said, they had not seen I 
/nfat coiae in, but had beard of them ever since tl 
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L Metrabeny, and had waited to rob or murder 
that upon now hearing they were come, they 
run to their houses for their arms, and were 
; down, immediately to plunder the boat; 
vhich lie and the Moor ran off, and being 
jT these three people, and the boy, on the 
/ho had nothing in tiieir hands, one of them 
id the turban off. He likewise added, that 
.vere two parties in the town; one in favour 
Bey, the otlier friendly to a rebel Bey who 
ken Miniet ; that they Iiad fought two or three 
^0 among themselves, and were going to fight 
each of them having summoned Arabs to their 
lice. Hassan and his son Mahomet were vio> 
exasperated, and nothing would serve them 
go in again near the shore, and fire all the 
id blunderbusses among the people. But Mr. 
had no inclination of that kind; he was very 
) frustrate the attempts of some future traveller, 
vj^ht add tliis to the great remains of architec- 
ready preserved by the pencil, 
^eremont there are a great number of Persian 
, to draw tlie water for the sugar-canes, which 
to Cljristiaus. The water thus brought up from 
er runs down to the plantations, below or be- 
e town, after being emptied on the banks above ; 
f that here the descent from the mountains is 
optic fallacy as a former writer has asserted. 
' passed Ashraouneiii, probably the ancient 
'lis;, a large town, whicli tjives name to the 
:e, where there are magnificent ruins of Egyp- 
jhitecture;* and afterwards caine to Malawe, 

Siiviiry pfivt's the following remarkable account of 
-The village of Ashmounoiu, four miles to the north 
:)ui, is remarkable for the ruins it contains. Amongst 
ps of rubbish it i« surrounded with, you admire a 
jortico, tliat has suliered nothing from time. It is 
Jred fe;'t lont,', twenty-five wide, and is sui)\>orto.d bv 
:olunui8, which have only a piaUv ivxht'vv)^ \>'3 "^'o.'^ ^"^ 
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larger, better built, and better inhabited, than A«fa- 
moaxiein, the reaidenoe of the Cacheff. Hahomet 

Gapiua. Each eolunm la oompowd of three blocks of gra- 
nite, forming In all sixty feet in height, by twenty-live In 
Gircumferenee. The block which rests upon the base is 
simply rounded, and loaded with hieroglyphics, which com- 
mence with a Pyramid. The two others are fluted. The 
columns are ten feet distant from each other, eicepttba two 
middle ones, which, serving for the entrance, leave between 
them an interval of fifteen feet. Ten enormous stones cover 
the whole extent of she portico. Over them Is a double row. 
The two middle ones, which rise In the form of a pediment, 
surpass the others In height and thickness. Yon are stmek 
with astonishment at the sight of thesa masaes of rocks that 
the art of man has found means to elevate to ttie height of 
sixty feet. The freizo which goes round it is covered with 
hieroglyphics very well carved. We see the iigures of birds, 
of insects, of men seated, to whom others seem to malce 
offerings, and different sorts of animals. This is probably 
the history of the time, the place, and the deity in whose 
honour this monument was raised. The portico was painted 
red and blue. These colours are effaced in many places; 
but the lower part of the architrave, which surrounds tlie 
colonnade, has preserved a gold colour astonishinRly lively. 
It is the same with the ceiling, where the stars of (told sliine 
upon an azure sky with a dazsling brilliancy. Tliis monu- 
ment, constructed before the conquest of the Persians, bas 
neither the elegance, nor the purity of the Grecian architec- 
ture ; but its solidity, which it seems impossible to destroy, 
its awful simplicity, command admiration. What ideas mubt 
we entertain of the temple, or the palace, of which this an- 
nounced the entry ? I will confess that one cannot but be 
greatly surprised at finding amidst Arabian and Turkish 
huts, ediiices wliich secra to have been the works of Genii. 
Their antiquity adds to their estimation. Escaped from the 
ravages of destructive conquerors, stamped with the impres- 
sion of ages, they impose u sort of veneration on the con- 
templating traveller. The modern Egyptians beliold with 
indifference these beautiful remains of antiquity, and suffer 
them to subsist, only because it would be too expensive to 
destroy them. Superstition and ignorance lead them to 
imagine, that they contain treasures; accordingly, they ci<) 
not permit travellers to take a faithful drawing of then- 
O/fe exposes one's life in making the attempt. I shall relr 
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Aga was there at that time with troops from Cairo , 
he had taken Miniet, and, by the friendship of Shekh 
Hamam, the great Arab governor of Upper Egypt, 
he kept all the people on that side of the river in 
allegiance to Ali Bey. 

Our traveller went on shore ; but was not fortunate 
enoogh to meet witli Mahomet Aga, to whom he had 
been recommended while at Cairo by Risk. He re- 
ceived however from an old Greek, a servant of Ma- 
homet's, about a gallon of brandy, and a jaf of lemons 
and oranges, preserved in honey ; both very agreea- 
ble; likewise a lamb, and some garden stuff. Among 
the sweet-meats was some horse-radish preserved 
like ginger, which certainly, though it might ha 
wholesome, was the very worst stuff ever tasted. 
Mr. Bruce gave a good square piece of it, well wrap- 
ped in honey, to the Rais, who coughed and spit half 
an hour after, cry in {^ he was poisoned. 

They passed Molle, a small village with a great 
number of acacia trees intermixed with the planta- 
tions of palms. Theste occasion a pleasing variety, 
not only from the difference of the shape of the tree, 
but also from the colour and diversity of the green. 
As the sycamore in Lower E<;ypt, so the acacia 
seems to be the only tree indigenous in the Thebaid. 
It is the Acacia Fera, or Spina Egyptiaca^ bearinpr a 
round yellow flower. From the male, called Sale], 

to you what happened to Father Sicard while he was ad- 
miring the beauty of the portico of Ashmounein. " Light 
not your censer" says the Arab, his conductor, gravely to 
him, " foi fear we should be surprised in the fact, and thut 
we suffer for it."—" What do you mean ? I have neither 
censer, nor fire, nor incense."—" You laugh at me ; a stranger 
like you would not come here merely from curiosity. — And 
what then? — I know that by your skill you are acquainted 
with the place where the great chest full of gold is liid, 
which our fathers left us. If your censer was seen, it would 
soon be imagined that you came here to open our chest by 
"our magic words, and carry ofl' our treasure." 
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1 possible to ciitcli a star of any size passing tlie 
iriian. Aclimim is a considerable place.* The 

I cannot louvn Achmim, vays M. Siivary, without t( llini; 

<if u s«Ti»»'nt which is riio wonder of the ccmntry. l*])Wiird8 

1 tMutiiry ugn, arcli^ilous Turk, cnlhid SctMiik Hlridi, died 

T. He ]iartS4'd for u saint uniontctlie Mtihomotnns. They 

.:i.'d u nionnnient to liiin, covltimI witli u cui-oln, tit thu 

It of the iiKiunttiin. The iieopln flocked from all pnrtH to 

f.T lip lliclr pruy-M to him. One of their iiriests, uiiroitly 

.'ofitin^ by their cri'dullty, persmuh'd them that (Jod had 

ludu tlie soul (if SclK-ik Hiridi p:is« into the body of u scr- 

.Mit. Many of thedo are found in the Thebais, whicit ore 

::irM)I('i>s. He had taught one to obey his voiee. He up- 

■cnred with hiH sr-rpr'nt, dazzled thevulsar by his surprising 

irioks, and pri.'tcu'icd to cure all disorders. Some lucky 

lui>tanc)'s of succeM due to nature alone, and sometimi's to 

tlie iuiiigiuiit.on of the jiatiunrs, L'uve him great cel<'i>r-ty. 

He .<:oc>n confined Ills serpent Hiridi to the tomb, producin;; 

liirn 0)1 ly to c>M!?i' princes, and ])er80iis enjiuble of uiviii;^ 

him a hi>ndsoine recfim|>ni>e. The fue«'< s^'ors of this jiriest, 

l-rocccht li]! in th<> same principles:, founil no diflioulty in 

::iviiivc siMier'on to ho luivantagt'oiis au t-rror. They added 

ii till- .crenerul pcrsua ion «»l his virtue, th;it of his immortii- 

liy. Tiicy had the boldness even to niiikc a ])uhiio proof 

of it. Til'! seri».'nt was rut in pii'ccsln ]ir..siMiceof the Kinir, 

arid plaoril for two hours under a viisc. At the instant (>i" 

lifiimr up the vase, the ]irii'sts, no d<iubt, had the; addri>s to 

subsrifule one ex-ietiy nsemblinir it. A miracle was ]>rc- 

claJmed, and itie inrnorial Tliridi aciiuircd a fn'sh de;:r«i-of 

V. in ill -nition. This knavery pnx'ures them irreat advanta/o. 

The peoidellock from uU quarters to pray at this tomb; and 

if the Bcrp- nt cra'.vls out from under the stone, and ap- 

])roache4 the suppliant, it is a sign that bis malady will ho 

eurwd. Y«ui may imatrine lluit hf dors not i-jjpear till .-in 

oU'-rin^ has been made proportioned to the quality and 

ri'-hi'S of tlie diiVercnt ])l•r^ous. In extraordinary <•; s; s 

wh.-re tho siek }i(Mson cai'iiot be cured without the iircs'in" 

of the Ki-ijj. Ill, a jmri* virj-iji mi'-;t come to solicit hini. 'Jo 

av');:| iiii'otivi n<'-iir.->r< ,;ii Jills I'.cmI, they talw^ enri' to choo.-i.- 

M v<ryyou'i'^ i-irl i»i-if •»!. She is decked out in inr l-cst 

cioth'-s, and crownr (I wl'li I'o'vcrs. She juits Ii'-if'If in a 

pr;iyiii-^ atl'uuile, titid as tl.'e jiri-^ts are inclined, the -< rpi nr 

I'Oi.iesoiit, niakes circh K round the yriiiti(;s'i]'pliaiit, an.i f;oe-. 

i'ud rei»o>is (.u her. The viijrin. accompani'-d by a v..-; n.. .- 

tiiiiib', carries hii.-j in triumph, vwuuVfV, ti-m'XvvV •,«.•'»•' .. . . «> 
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The 34th of December, they left Achmim, and cave 
to the Tillage Shekh All on the west, two miles and a 
quarter distant.' They then passed Hamdi, and seve- 
ral other villages; and the next morning, the 25th, 
impatient to visit the greatest and most magnificent 
. ^cene of ruins in Upper Egypt, they set out from 
Baliana, and, about ten o'clock in the forenoon, arrived 
at Dendera. Although they had heard that the people 
of this place were the ver^* worst in all Egypt, they 
were not very apprehensive. They had two letters 
from the Bey, to two principal men there, command- 
ing them, as they would answer with their lives and 
fortunes, to have special care that no mischief bcfel 
thesis visitors; and likewise a pressing letter to Shekh 
Hamam at Furshout, in whose territory they were. 

Dendera is a considerable town at this day, all co- 
vered with thick groves of palm trees, the same that 
Juvenal describes it to have been in his time. A mile 
south of the town are ruins of two temples, one of 
which is so much buried under ground, that little of 
it is to be seen ; but the other, which is by far the 
roost magnificent, is entire, and accessible on every 
side. It is also covered with hieroglyphics, both 
within and without, all in relief; and of every figure, 
simple and compound, that ever has been publJHhed, 
or called an hieroglyphic. The form of the building 
is an oblong square, the ends of which are occupied 
by two large apartments, or vestibule, supported 
by monstrous columns, all covered with hieroglyphics 
likewise. Some are in form of men and beasts : some 
seem to be the figures of instruments of sacrifice, 
while others, in a smaller size, and less distinct fonu, 
teem to be inscriptions in the current Iiand of liiero- 
ji:lyphics. They are all finislied witli care. The capi- 
1 ais are of one piece, and consist of four huge human 
heads, placed ]»ack to back ajcainst one another, with 
bat's ears, and an ill-imagined, and worse executed, 
fold drapery between them. Above these is a large 
oblong square block, still larger than the caijltal-a,^ 
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with i'our flat iruiits, (li^p(>se(l liki' punnels, that is, 
with u kiiitl uf square border round the edges, whiJc 
the faces urid fronts are filled with hioroj^lyphics ; as 
are the walls and ceilings of e\ery j)art of the tem- 
ple. Between tliei-e two apartnn.*nts in the extrenii- 
tiutf, there are three others resembling tlie first, in 
<v(;ry respect, except that tht-y are smaller. Tin; 
whole buildhig is ot common white stone, from tlwi 
uti^hbouriug mountains, only those two, in whicli 
have been sunk the pins for hanging tlie outer doors, 
{I'oT it seems tliey even had doors in those days) are 
of granite, or black and blue porphyry. T;ie top of 
the temple is fl.it ; the spouts to carry off riie water 
are monstrous li(;ads of spliinx' 6 ; tin.' '^ioljos with 
wings, and the two serpents, with a kind oi'-^hield or 
breast-plate between are here rrcquenily i.-pcated, 
such as we see them ou the Cartliagini:in medals. 
The hieroglyjjiiics have l)«;en pointed over, and great 
j)art of the colouring yet. ro;:i:jin3 upon the stones, 
red, in all its shades, ev-i)eei;«lly tliat durk dusky co- 
lour called Tyrian jjurj-ie ; yi.iiow, very frrsh; sky- 
bhie (that is, near the blue of an eu'-tern sky, severnl 
sliadts lighter than ours) ; i(reiMi of ditterent shades ; 
these are all the coh)urs i)reiierved. 

A little before our tnivelier came to Dendera, Ik; 
s.iw the fir.-t crocodile, and afterwarvis hundreds, 
IJiig upon ev(!ry island, like In rue fiocks of c.ittle; 
yet tlie inhabitants of D.n.Ura drive their b.^asts of 
every kind into th(; river, and they slami there for 
hours. Tile irlrls andwonn n too, that come to lel-'ii 
watt-r i'l j.ii:«, .•i-ivA up to iluir knees iji the water K>r 
a C';nHi(i(.'ral)le time; and il" \v(i nn;y guess by what 
li:'ppcn>s, their (i<ii.';,er is Inii ;iv 11; tic ns tlieir lc;:i-, 
for iK'iie of tlh;ni, lliat ev(;i- oi.r :i-..v.i;.'r hi-aid •■'', 
Mild i)c;)i bitten by a envodil:'. 

Mr. liruee. Intvhej n-uMr-l.:! tiiOr-.- wiio h;;d e- , 
dneird Jij.-i ro litc vuij.-, rf.i;;r:ii'\l to *'.«■ t(nit. .'•• 
f^iiw ji' MJiiic d;.-; ii.ee, ;i \\(:l-dre>.---i id in. v.ilii : 
\>i.ii' lurli;::. ;:..<! v^-iiow r«u;iVNl {'.n\i::'... \ it, u'.A 
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nimber of iU-looking people about biiD, but, i}ui>- 
wtiog it was aome quarrel among the natires, took 
to notice of it. The Rais however told him, that u 
ic^^g fellow, who called himself a saint—'* but/' 
idded he, " it U the Cadi, and no one else," insisted 
ipon taking away the boat. Our traveller now wci t 
o see him ; he was sitting upon the ground, on u 
airpet, moving his head backwards and forwards, 
uid saying prayers with beads in his hands. On Mr. 
Sruce's saluting him, he beheld him with great con- 
empt.— *' I am (said he) going to Oinre, and this 
loly saint is with me, and there is no boat but yours 
loiind that way ; for which reason I have promised to 
ake him with me." The pretended suiut hud now 
pot into the boat ; he was an ill-favoured sickly m:ii), 
tnd seemed almost blind. Mr. Bruce, however, told 
lim that he was not going to Girge, nor should either 
laintB or cadis accompany him ; then returning to his 
;ent, he sent the Rais with half-a-cro wn (as in charity ) 
^hich the saint checrfullv accepted, and went his\vHy 
tinging. The cadi also (icparted, and the mob diH- 
perscd. A Moor was now ordered to proclaim : 
^ That all people, should, in the niglit-tinie, kcop 
iway from the tent, or they would be tired at." 

^ hile they were striking their tent, a ^reat mob 
?amc down, but without the cadi. As Mr. Bruce 
lomumnded his people to take their arms in their 
lands, they kept at a considerable distance ; however, 
:he pretended saint got into the boat again, with a yel- 
ow flog in his hand, and sat down at the foot of the 
nain-niasr, saying, with a vacant smile, *' Tliat they 
ni^ht lire, forhe was out of the reach of their sliot." 
Some stones were thrown, but fell short of the boat. 
Heri;upon Mr. Druce ordered two of his btrvums 
.vitii !ar;^e brass sljip-bluiidtfri)U3set», to get upon thv; 
:<)p of the cabin, lie then poiufed a wide-niouthetl 
jwcdiah biulule^bll^s from a window, tlireateiiiag to 
tire if another stone was thrown. As soon as the 
.>lunderbuss ai)pearid, the assailants all raw 'a.'wv; ^ 
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and before tbey could eoQeettbeniBelTef to fetnn, tbe 
vessel was in the middle of the stream. The saint, 
who had been singing all this while, now began to 
shew some apprehensions. They carried him about 
a mile up the nver, wlien, Iiai^g approached a land- 
ing-place, Mr. Bruce asked him if he would go 
asiiore of his own accord, or be thrown into the Nile ? 
then ordering liim to be put out, the saint, who he 
supposed was blind and weak, placed one root upon 
the gunnel of the boat, then within three feet of the 
shore, and leaped upon land. They then slacked 
their vessel down the stream a few yards, filling their 
sails and stretching away, while the saint, apparently 
the tool of the cadi, remained cursing, blaspheming 
and using gestures expressive of the most violent rage. 

Having arrived the same afternoon, at Furshout, Mr. 
Bruce visited a convent of Italian friars, who, like 
those at Achmim,'aTe of the order of the reformed Fran- 
ciscans. Furshout is a large cultivated plain, nine 
miles over the foot of the mountains, all sown with 
wheat. Here are likewise plantations of sugar-canes. 
It is said that the town contains above IO,(K)0 people. 

Our traveller waited upon the Shekh Hamam, a 
large handsome man, about sixty. He was dressed 
in a large fox-skin pelisse over the rest of his clothes, 
and had a yellow Indian shawl wrapt about his head 
like a turban. He received Mr. Bruce with great 
politeness, asking him more about Cairo than about 
Europe.— This man was immensely rich, having gra- 
dually united in his own person all the separate dis- 
tricts of Upper Egypt, each of which formerly had 
its particular prince. His interest was so great at 
Constantinople as to create great jealousy among the 
beys of Cairo. He had on farm, from the Grand 
Seignior, almost the whole country between Siout and 
Syene. Mr. Bruce was likewise received in the most 
iidttering manner by Ishmael, nephew of Shekh Hn- 
mara, at the neighbouring town of Badjoura, w' 
uhoin he joassed several days. 
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While Mr. Bruce was at Furshout, tliere happened 
jk very extraordinary phenomenon. It rained the 
whole night, and till about nine o'clock next nioni- 
ing J when the people began to be very apprehensive 
lest the whole town should be destroyed. It is a 
perfect prodiey to see rain hero ; and the proj)h('ts 
said it portended a dissolution of government, which 
was justly verified soon afterwards, and at that time 
indeed was extremely probable. 

The 7th of January, 1769, early in the morniiiir, 
Mr. Bruce left Furshout. He liadnot hired the bout 
farther than that place ; but the good terms which 
subsisted between him and the saint, his Iluis, made 
an accommodation very easy. He now agreed for 
j£4 to carry them to Syene and down again ; but, if 
he behaved well, he expected a trifling premium. 
" And if you behave ill, Hassan," said Mr. Bruce. 
" what do you think you deserve?" — " To be hanged," 
replied he, " I deserve, and desire no bettor." 

The wind at first was but scant; however, it fresh- 
ened up towards noon, when tiiey passed a large town 
called How, on the west side of the Nile. About 
four o'clock in the afternoon they arrived at El Gour- 
ni, a small village, a quarter of a mile distant from 
the Nile. It has in it a temple of old Egyptian ar- 
chitecture. Mr. Bruce tlunks that this, and the two 
adjoining heaps of ruins, which are at the same dis- 
tance from the Nile, pr(n)ably might have been i)art 
of the ancient Thebes. IL^re are two colossal statues 
in a sittintr posture, covered with hieroglyplii-'s. The 
southern is of stone and entire, but the other a good 
deal nmtilaled. The former has a very remarkable 
head-dress, which Mr. Bruce could compare to 
nothing but a tie-twig, such as is worn at the i)res('iit 
day. These statues, placed in a very fertile spot be- 
longing to Tiiebes, were apparently the Xilometers 
of that town, as the marks left by the water upon 
their bases would seem to indicate. Tiie hases of 
both are bare to the bottf)m of the plinth, which (lis- 
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]irovcs the imi^fuiary rbc of the soil of Egypt by the 
JS ile, in which case the statues must have been at 
least half covered in the spa(^ of more than three 
tliouftand years that they have stood here. They are 
covered with inscriptions in Greek and Latin, import- 
ing that certain travellers heard Memnon's statue 
utter the sound which it was said to do on being 
struck with the sun's rays. Nothing remains of an- 
cient Thebes, but four prodigious temples, all of them 
iu appearance more ancient, but neither so entire, nor 
so niaioiificent, as tiiose of Dendera. The temples 
at Medinet Tabu are the most elegant of these. The 
hieroglyphics are cut to the depth of half a foot, in 
some places ; but we have still the same figures, or 
nitJKir a less variety, than at Dendera. 

A nuinb;.Tof roUbers, who much resemble our gyp- 
sies, live m t!:e holes of the mountains above Thebes. 
They are all outlaws, ami punished with dt-atli if 
elsewhere found. Osmaii Bey, an ancient governor 
of Girge, unable to suffer any longer the disorders 
committed by these people, ordered a quantity of 
dried faggots to be brought together, and, with his 
soldiers, took possession of the face of the mountain, 
where the greatest number of these wretches were. 
He then ordered all their caves to be filled with this 
<iry brushwood, to which he set fire, so that most of 
tliem were destroyed; but they have since recruited 
their numbers, without changing their manners. 

About half a mile north of El Goumi, are the m«'?g- 
nificent and stupendous sepulchres of Thabes. The 
mountains of the Thebaid come close behind the town ; 
tJiey are not connected wiiheach other in ridges, but 
stand insulated upon their base::* ; so that you can got 
round each of them. A hundred of these, it is said, 
v.ve excavated into sepulchral, and a variety of other 
.•ij)artincnts. Tjiiougli seven of these Mr. liruc 
Wont with great t'dliL;iie. In the tirst t'u'At Uct e,u<-"'-' 
/jf^.y IV tJicproiU^ ions sai-coi)h« m\s, uccon\\v\;xXo • 
'-'t Meuiiis, or^ as others asserr, OV Osmu\nv\\vv.^. 
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Lteen feet liigh, ten long, and six broad, and of uik; 
igle piece of red granite. Its cover, broken on ont; 
ie, was still upon it, and had on the outside a figure 
relief. From the outer entry our traveller descend- 
through an inclined passage about twenty feet 
3ad, the sides as well as the roof of which were 
vered with a coat of the finest stucco. Here he 
IS not a little surprised by the discovery of several 
intings in fresco. In one panel were several niu- 
al instrumets. chiefly of the hautboy kind, strewed 
on the ground, and also some simple pipes or flutcn, 
jether with several jars apparently of potters' 
ire, which having their mouths covered with parch- 
>ut or skin, and being braced on the side like a 
am, probably formed the instrument, called the 
i}or. In three other pannels were painted the same 
mber of harps, which seemed to deserve particular 
tention, l)oth for the elegance of those instruments 
their form, and tlie nfleetion which necessarily 
ises, to how great a perfection music must have 
tained before an artist could produce so complete 
instrument. On one of these Ijurps a man wasre- 
asented playing. He seems to be about sixty years 
i, and cf a complexion rather dark lor an Egyp- 
n, without beard or mustachios. He is dressed in 
oose shirt, such as is worn at this day in Nubia, 
liy it is not blue) with loose sleeves. It appears 
be thick muslin or cotton cloth ; and a crimson 
ipe, about'one eighth of an inch broad, runs through 
longitudinally. This shirt reaches down to his 
cle, and his feet are without sandals. Judging 
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Bruce passed Coom Oinbo, a roand building like a 
castle, and then arrived at Daroo, a miserable man- 
sion, unconscious that, some years after, he should 
])e indebted to that paltry village for the man who 
was to guide him through the desert, and restore 
him to his native country and friends. 

The next place to whicti Mr. Bruce came was 
Sliekh Ammer, the encampment of the Ababde Arabs, 
a collection of villages composed of miserable huts, 
containing about a thousand ellective men. Our tra- 
veller had been acquainted, at Badjoura, with Ibra- 
him, the son of the chief of this tribe, who applied to 
hirn for medicines for his father, and Mr. Bruce had 
|)i()mi^ed to call upon him to k-iirn their effect. Ibra- 
iiiin rccifivcd him iu the njost triendly manner, and 
after Mr. Bruce had partiikHn of a great dinner, he 
was introduced to the Shekh. Tins chief, called 
iS'immer, or ilic ti(/cr, was about, sixty years of age, 
and extremely tormented with the gravel. He was 
l\hig in the corner of a hut, uptm a carpet, with a 
cushion under his head. After bome conversation, 
Mr. Bruce s:iid :— ''Now, afier thi; drugs which 1 sent 
you by Ibrahim, tell me, and tell me truly upon tiie 
i'aith of an Arab, would your people, if they met me 
iu the desert do me any harm, especially now that i 
iiave eaten and drunk with vou lo d.;v f Isimmc.j' 
on this raised liinu'clr upriglit on iiis carpet, and a 
more gha'^tly figure our traveller liad never beheld. 
'• iS'o," said he. "cursed he those men of my people 
or others Thai siiall ever lifL up liieir hand against 
M)u, eirher in the JJc\<('rt ov Xlm Tell,'' that is, the 
(Miltivated part of Egyj)t. Mr. Bruce now asked his 
o^iinion resjjcctiiig an attempt to ])eu(.'lrate tiiat way 
v.iU) Abyssinia, bat was advised bv :.ll iiicans to go by 
way of C'ossier and Jidda. The jjrint'ijial peojde ( 
r/w irjiw h-od by ili'is time assembled in tJic hni, wiii 
/'/y^lT- completcfv i'lllvd, and joiaiwg \u\\u\.s. ve\K'ar.r 
A J.: i'f jtiiiyer'wlnch Ia>ted abom. two v\uu\\'.« 
•' ^'''^'^"" iheytlrcluvcd theiiisi\\H-' vu\OLt\\ 'W c 
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ly if erer th^ lifted their hands against our 
iiroUer, or in case he or bis should flee to them ibr 
Ibge, u they did not protect them at the risk of 
leir Htcs, their families, and fortunes, or as they 
Bphaticaliy ezpreseed it, to the death of the last 
ale child among them. 

Oa the 20th, the^ sailed with a fiivoorable wind 
11 about an hour before snn-rise,and about nine o'clock 
ime to an ancnor on the south end of the palm 
roves, and north end of the town of Syene, nearly 
pposite to an Island in which there is a smidi hand- 
»me Egyptian temple, pretty enUre. It is the temple 
r(>mphis, where formerly was the Nilometer. 

Adloining to the palm trees was a veij good com- 
otable house, belonging to Hussein Schoarbatchie, 
le man that used to be sent from that place to Cairo, 
I receive the pay of the janissaries in garrison at 
yene, upon wliom too Mr. Bruce had credit for a 
nail sum. Here be obtained an interview with the 
jgg, who furnished him with his own horse and 
luies, and asses for his servants, for the purpose of 
isitiiig the neighbouring cataract of the Nile. 

Th^y passed out at the south-gate of the town, into 
le first small sandy plain. A very little to the left 
lere are a number of tomb-stones, with inscriptions in 
leCufic character, which travellers have erroneously 
idled an unknown language and letters, although it 
'as the only letter and language known to Mahomet, 
nd the most learned of his sect in the first ages. After 
assing the tomb-stones without the gate, they came 
> a plain about five miles long, bordered on the left 
y a hill of no considerable height, and sandy like 
je plain, upon which are seen some ruins, more mo- 
cm than tlie Egyptian buildings already described, 
hey seem indeed to be a mixture of all kinds and a^es. 

The distance from the gate of the town to Termissi, 
r Marada, small villages on l\\c catai^<i\.,N&«aR!Ocj 
X English miles. After the desctivW.oii^Xx^^^'^ SB^ntw 

this cataract in some authoTR, a XTVJe\\«\va&^«^^'^^ 

'4 p 



W be surprisad, when aril ledonitB bonks, to find tlwC 
veuela HtU up tJie oiitaract, and comtquently the fall 
cannot be to violent at ta depriie people or liearius. 

The bed or the r.ier, occupied b; the water, wus 
not then half a mile broad. It iii divided Into ii auui' 
ber of smHllchitnaels, byiurgeblockaof granitp, from 
tbirt; to forty feet liigfa. Thecurrcnt, conlined fora 
long courae between tiie rocky moantaina of Nubia, 
tries to expuul iuelf with great violuice. Finding, in 
every part before it, oppoaiOou from tlie rouk of gra- 
nite, and forced back Dy these, it meets the oppwlte 
currents. Tlie chafing of the water against tliese 
hu^e obHtacles, and the nuetlng of the contrary cur- 
rents, create nucb u violent cbulition, and uccaaioii 
such a noise auddlsturbedappenruiicp, that it fills the 
mind with confusion, rather than terror. 

On the 2id, SSd, aud 24th of January, our travel- 
Irrs being at Syene, in a house iiamediately east of 
the small island i» the Nile, by a mean of three ob- 
servatiODB of the sun hi the meridian, Mr. Brucq 
concluded the laUtude of Syene to be 34" 0' 45". 

On tiieSflth he again embarked ; and having called 
by the way on his patient Nimmer, Sbekh of the 
Ababde, returned on the 2d of February to Badjoora, 
whence he was to proceed lo Kcnne. 

As he was now about to launch into tJiat part of his 
expedition, in whicb be was to have no further inter- 
course with Europe, Mr. Bruce set hinmelf to work 
to eiamine all his observations, and put bis journal 
in such larn>ardne39 by enplaaations, where iieedlul, 
that the labours and pains he had hitherto been at 
might not be totally lost to the public, if he should 
perish in tlie journey he bad undertaken, which, 
every day, from ail information he could procure, 
appeared to be more and more desperate. Havin^r 

liffible to othets, bu conveyed them to bisfriends 
CJairo, toremainla llieir custody till lie sliou-Vii 
r neira arrive that be was otherwise iUjossi 
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. On Tluusday tha 16Ui of February 17G9, Mr. 
Bmee let out with a Mravan fat Kenue, the Csene 
Brnporium of antiquity. All the way m>m Kenne, 
doM to their left, wen desert hiUs, on which not the 
least irerdora. grew^ bat a few plants of a large species 
of ■^aaanii ealled biiminibne«< • At half-past two 
tb^ came to a well, called Bir Ambar, (the well of 
a|it0BS|) and a dirty TiUaaa of the same name, belong- 
ing to the Asalsy, a poor mconsiderable tribe of Arabs. 
T£qr Uto by letlmg oat their cattle for hire to the ca- 
rarans that go to Goeaier, and attending themselves 
whan neeetsary. Their hooiee are of a very particu- 
lar eonateaetiony if tliey can be called houses. They 
araaUmada of potterr-clay, in one piece, in shape 
of a; bee-hire ! the largest is not above ten feet high, 
and tha naateet diameter six. — ^There are now no 
Toettgaa w any canal, mentioned to have been cut be- 
twaan tha Nile and the Bad Sea.— The cultivated land 
hen ia not above hidf a mile in extent from the river, 
but tha inandation of the Nile reaches much 
higher, . nor has it left behind it any appearance 
olTsoiL 

On the 17th at eight o'clock in the morning, Mr. 
Brace's servants being all mounted on horseback, and 
liaving taken the charge of their own camels, (for 
there was a confusion in the caravan not to be de- 
scribed, and the guards they knew were but a set of 
thieves,) they advanced slowly into the desert. Tliere 
were about two hundred men on horseback, armed 
with firelocks ; all of them lions, if you believed their 
word or appearance ; but our travellers were credibly 
inibrmed, that fifty of the Arabs, at first sight, would 
have made these heroes fly without any bloodshed. 
Tne caravan had not proceeded two miles before 
Mr. Bruce was joined by the Howadat Arab, whom 
he had brought with him in the boat from Cairo. 
He offered his service to our traveller with great 
professions of gratitude, hoping that he would again 
take charge of his money, and now fot l\i<&%nXM\!sv^ 
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the rest. Havinflr been infoimed, that the large tent 
belonged to an Englishman, they came into it with- 
out ceremony. They told Mr. Bruce, that they were 
E number of neighbours and companions, who had 
set oat together to go to Mecca to the Hadje ; and not 
kndwing the language or customs of the people, they 
had been but indifferently used since they landed at 
Alexandria, particularly somewhere about Achmim ; 
tlikt one of the Owam, or swimming thieves, had been 
on board of them in the night, and had carried off a 
small portmanteau with about 200 sequhis in gold ; 
that, tnough a complaint had been made to the Bey 
of Girge, yet no satlsfiaction had been obtained ; and 
that now they had heard an Englishman was here, 
whom they reckoned their countryman, they had come 
to propose, that they should make a common cause to 
defeiMi each oUier against all enemies : — What they 
meant by countryman was this : — There is in Asia 
Minor, somewhere between Anatolia and Caramania, 
a district which they call Caz Dag:Ii, and this, the 
Turks believe was the country from which the English 
Urst drew their origm; and on this account tliey never 
fail to claim kindred with the EngllBh wherever they 
meet, especially if they stand in need of their assist- 
ance. Tnese Turks seemed to be above the middling 
rank of people ; each of them had his little cloak-bag- 
very neatly packed up, and they gave me to under- 
stand that there was money in it. These they placed 
in Mr. Bruce's oervants' tent, and chained them all 
together, round the middle pillar of it ; for it was easy 
to see that the Arabs of the caravan had those packages 
in view, from the first moment of the Turks' arrival. 
Mr. Bruce received extraordinary pleasure from 
finding the character of his country so firmly esta- 
blished among nations so distant, enemies to our re- 
ligion, and strangers to our government. Turks from 
JVlount Taurus, and Arabs from the deserts of Lybia, 
thought themselves unsafe among their own country- 
men, but trusted their lives and their Utt\fc ^^Wn^xvlv^ 



70 TBAVBLS !S AUYSSINIi. 

implicitly (0 tliedircctlonandword of auEngliglimiin 
WhoiD tbey hEd never before Bean. 

The; BlaUl all tlie IStb at Lt<getii, waiting fur tlie 
junction of the caravans, and departed the IBib nt aix 
o'clock In tile morning. Ttieir journey, all tliut daj, 
wHi throuali a plnin never less than a mile broad, 
and never uruailar than lbrc«; tiie hllLs, on their 
right and left, were higher than the fonner, and of a 
brownibh calcined colour, like the atones on the aides 
of Mount VmnviuB, bnt withont any hert) ortcee upon 
tbem. At tialf-paat ten, tbey paai^ed a mountain of 

plain called Haiiint, ivbere they lirbt otinervtd tlie 
sand red, with a purple caat, uf the colour of por- 
phyry j and (his is Uie aignifica 
name of the valley. A curious 
tiiey rvmarked vas, that the ants, the ordy living 
creatnres which they bad yei seen here, were all o< u 
beautiful red colour' iilie the sand. 

Mr. Bruce diemuunted here, to examine of nlial 
the rocks were composed; and fciund that here began 
theqaarriei of porphyry, without the miitoreof any 
other stone ; but it was inipertcct, brittle, and soft. 
He had iiOt been ene^ed in this pursuit an lioar, 
before he was alarmed with a rrport that the Atouni 
had attacked the rear of the caravan ; he was at the 
head of it. The Turks and hie serfants were all 
dra.vn Ct^eTbcr, at the loot of Ibe mountain, and 
poatL-d aa advantaftcously as possible. But it ioon 
appeared, that they were some thieves only, who had 
atiempli:d to steal some loads of corn from cami-ls 
that were weak, or fallen laiue. 

On the 30th, at six o'clock in the morning, thcv 
left Main el Alafurek, nhere (hey had passed ilie 
night, and, at ten, eamc to the moutli of the detiii:^ . 
At eleven they began to descend, having bad a very 
imperceptible ascent from Kenne all the way. 

Tbey encamped at night at Koraim; and hen' 
tiejr departed early in the murnbig, and, at - 
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Vdock, passed tererftl defiles, perpetually alarmed 
by a report, that the Arabs were approaching ; none 
Of whom ther ever saw. 

The trayelfers then proceeded through a long plain, 
at the end of which they came to a mountain, cniefly 
eompoaed of the marble called verde antico, but by 
ftr the most beautiful of the kind that Mr. Bruce 
had e? er seen. They had afterwards mountains of a 
•pedes of granite on either side as &r as Mesagel 
Tar fo w ey , where they encamped at noon. Ifr. Brace 
went with his camel-drivers to procure water, which 
Is not supplied by springs, but ues in cavities in the 
roek about Ave miles from their encampment. Here 
he shot two antelopes, and it was near midnight be- 
fore the party returned with the game and water. 
Tiiey were surprised to find tiie tents all lighted, 
which at so late an hour was unusual, and the Arabs 
parading roimd them in arms. Soon after the How- 
adat Arab came with a messenger from Sidi Hassan, 
the conductor of the caravan, desiring that Mr. Bruce 
*vould instantly repair to his tent ; but he excused 
himself from going, on account of fatigue, and the 
unseasonableness of the hoar. On inquiring, be 
found that while his people were asleep, two men 
had got into their tent, where he had allowed the 
Turkd for security to deposit their baggage, and at- 
tempted to steal one of their portmanteans ; but as 
these were chained together, and to the tent- pole in 
the middle, tlie noise had awakened the servants, 
who seized one of the depredators. The Turks would 
have dispatched him with their knives, had they not 
been prevented by Mr. Brace's servants, according to 
his constant orders. They had permission indeed to 
use their sticks, and had on this occasion employed 
them so lil)erally, especially Abd-el-gin, who was 
the first to seize the robber, that the latter, a servant 
of Sidi Hassan, was known to be alive by nothhig 
but bis groans. 

Next morning, at dawn of day , th^ (^i^^vck.^^^ ^:\ 
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Aogh at it. Those pale-faced fellows wlio arc about 
jm, maffled up in bumooees for fear of cold this 
moniiiig, are tnev ci^ble of Ipokin^ janissaries like 
mine in fae face f Speak low, and in Arabic, when 
yoa talk at this rate, or it mav not perhaps be in my 
power to return yon the comnliment you paid me last 
Bight, or hinder them from kUling you on the spot !'' 
Qn*tlus a man behind exclaimed : " Were ever sucli 
words spoken ? Tell me, master, are you a king 1"— 
^It 8m, Hassan is your master,^ replied Mr. Bruce, 
'^aod ya« speak to me on this occasion, you arc a 
wretch 1 git out of my sieht ! I sware that whUe you 
are here i will not drink a dish of coffee, and will 
instantly mount my horse." He then rose, and the 
senrant was prepanng to take back the coffee-pot, 
when Hassan ordered his servant out of his presence, 
aaying: '<No, no, give me the coffee, if we are in 
peace." He drank it accordingly. '*Now," said 
he, " past is past ; the Atouni are to meet us at the 
month of Beder (one of the narrow passes in the 
mountains.) your people are better armed than mine, 
the^ are liirks, and used to fighting. I wish you to 
go foremost, and my people will take charge of your 
camels, though they have four thousand of their 
own, and ha?e enough to do to take charge of their 
com." — " And I," replied Mr. Bruce, " if I wanted 
water and provision would go to meet the Atouni, 
who would use me well. Yon don't know that the 
Atouni are Arabs of Ali Bey, and that I am his 
man of confidence, going to the Sherriffe of Mecca ? 
The Atouni will not hurt us } but as you pretend to 
be the commander of the caravan, we have ali sworn 
that we will not fire a shot till we see you heartily 
engaged ; and then we will do our best to save the 
Sherriffe of Mecca's com for his sake only." Thev 
all cried out; JEl Fedtah! El Fcdtah! and Mr. 
Bruce said the prayer of peace as a proxy, as none of 
the Turks would go near Has&an. 
On the way from Terfowey tjo Cosseir Mr. Bruce 
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for the consumption of Upper Egypt, since tlie trade 
to Dongala and Sennaar has been interrupted. 

Mr. Bruce found, by many meridim altitudes of 
the sun, taken at the castle, that Cossier is in latitude 
3QO 7' 61" north; and by three observations of Jupi- 
ter's satellite's, he found its longitude to be 34"^ 4' 15" 
east of the meridian of Greenwich. 

The caravan from Syene arrived at this time, es- 
corted by four hundred Ababde, all upon camels, 
each armed with two short javelins. The manner of 
their riding was very whimsical ; they had two small 
saddles on each camel, and sat back to back, which 
might be, in their practice, convenient enough; but, 
if they had been to tight with our travellers, every 
ball would have killed two of them. 

The whole town wa& filled with terror at the influx 
of so many barbarians, who know no law but their 
own will. Every door was shut, and Hussein Bey, 
one of the Beys who had been driven from Cairo by 
Ali Bey, and who then resided in the castle of Cos- 
sier, sent word to Mr. Bruce to remove thither. Our 
traveller hearing that these were people of Nimmer, 
resolved to try whether he could trust himself among 
them in the desert or not ; but though he felt little 
apprehension for his personal safety, he took the pre- 
caution to deposit the most valuable part of his bag- 
|(age, his medicines, and memorandums, in a chamber 
in the castle. Next morning he was looking for shells 
by the sea side, when one of his servants came in u 
great fright and hurry to inform him, that the Ababde 
had discovered that Abd-el-gin was an Atouui their 
enemy, and had either cut his throat or were about 
to do it. Mounting a horse, which the man had 
brought, Mr. Bruce immediately gallopped off to- 
wards the camp of the Arabs. He had not proceeded 
above half a mile over the sands when he began to 
reflect on the rashness of the undertaking, and that 
he was committing himself to tUe wiext'j ol •i.X^'Wcv^Qiv 
savages whoAe only trade Yias io\i\iwi3 ^^^ >^\\i».^^^ 
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« of my people that have aathoii^ to murder 
e prisoners while I am here ? Here, one of 
}unt Yagonbe's horse and bring that man to 
rhen turning to Mr. Bruce, he added, << For 
lounce me and mine, if it is as you say. and 
hem hath touched the hair of his head, it ever 
iB again of the Nile.*' The culprit Abdf-el'gin, 
d by forty or fifty of the Ababde, soon arrived, 
nt altercation now ensued between Ibrahim 

people in their own ianguase. Mr. Bruce 
md that Sidi Hassan, the leaaer of the cara- 
revenge for the beating which his servant had 
i in his attempt to steal the baffBage of the 
had informed the Ababde that Abd-el-ffin was 
ini spy, whom he had detected, and who was 
» learn their numbers, that he might bring his 

surprise them. As they had not the slightest 
Ion that he was under the protection of Mr. 
or that the latter was at Cossier, the Ababde 
red that they had a very meritorious sacrifice 
> in the person of poor Abd-el-gin. After this 
ition, both parties were again on the most 
' footmg : fresh medicines were asked for the 
r, and great thankfulness expressed for those 
y received ', and a prodigious quantity of meat, 
itly dressed, and roost agreeablv diluted with 
ater from the coldest rocks of Terfowey, was. 
•re Mr. Bruce on wooden platters. At lenglii 
. his leave accompanied by Abd-el~^in, who 
in clothed by Ibrahim ijrom head to toot, and 
abde, as a protection in case of accident, 
ein Bey had brought with him from Jidda to 

a sip.all but tight vessel belonging to Sheher, 
east coast of Arabia Felix, which came from 
untry with a cargo of frankincense. The Rais 
oken to the Bey to recommend Ivvh\ Vi ^x « 

who proponed to the \aUeT Xo m«iVL^\\.^Qt?OcL 
Uiin'a while to take their muXAXSsX Kri^^^^, "Cc^fc 
m hoard J aud carrv tV\em toXiMsCcio, ^"^"^ 
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Mgt high rock, like a pillar, rising oat of the seu. At 
§ti& be took it for apart of the continent : but, as he 
■If anoed nearer it, the ton being verv clear, and the 
wm calm, be took an obsenration, and ae their situa- 
tion was lat. 35^ ^Vand the island about a leafrue dis- 
t^nty to the S. S. W. of them, he concluded its lati- 
t«ae to be prettj exactly ^^ 3' north. This island is 
a^font three miles from tm shore, of an oval form, rish^g 
jB tba middle. It seems to be of a kind of granite : 
and is called, in the language of the country, Jihbel 
Blberget, which has been translated The Mountain of 
JBmmlds, Siberget, however, is a word in the Ian- 
arnage of the Shtpkerds, who, probably, never in their 
Btm saw an emerahi ; and though the Arabic trans- 
latioD is Jibbel Zumrud, and that word has been 
tnuuftarred to the emerald, a very fine stone, oftener 
seen since the discovery of the new world, yet Mr. 
Braes very much doubts, whether either Siberget or 
Zumrud ever meant Emerald in old times. 

On the 10th, at day-break, our traveller took with 
him the Arab of Cossier, who knew the place. They 
landed on a point perfectly desert ; at first, sandy 
like Cossier, afterwards, where tlie soil was fixed, 
producing some few plants of rue or absinthium. 
They advanced above three miles farther in a per- 
fectly desert country, with only a few acacia-trees 
scattered here and there, and came to the foot of tiie 
mountain. About seven yards up from its base, are 
five pits or shafts, none oi them four feet in diameter, 
called the Zumiiid Wells, from which the ancients 
are said to have drawn the emeralds. Our travellers 
were not provided with materials, and little endowed 
with inclination to descend into any of them, where 
the air was probably bad. Mr. Bruce picked up the 
nozzeU, ana some fragments of lamps, like those of 
which we find millions in Italy; and some worn 
fragments, but very small ones, of that brittle green 
crystal, which is the siberget and bilur of Ethiopia, 
perhaps the zumrud, the smaragdus descrlbft^ Vs^ 
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.4faie6 been of any ocHuideration. It serFes now only 
.^ te a wmteriog^plaoe for ships going to and from Suez. 
flfnm tUg we nave a dittmet view of the points of the 
'moiiiitaina Hor^ and Sinai, which appear behind and 
^tto?e the otiien, their topsbehig often eorered with 
;iwnr in winter. 

'* The Bail, liaTing dispatehed his biuiness, was eager 

"to depart; and, aocoroingly, on the 11th of April, at 

day-oreak, they stood out of the harbour of Tor. At 

ninit, by an obserration of two stars in the meridian, 

J Iv. Brooe conelnded the latitude of Cape Mahomet 

' to be f7^ 6i' N. It must be nnderstood of the monn- 

tain, m high land, which forms the cape, not the low 

mint. The ridge of rocks that run along behind Tor, 

. Doond that low sandy oonntry, called the Desert of 

Bin to the eastward, and end in this Cape, which is 

tito high land observed at sea ; but the lower part, or 

aonthemmost extreme of the Cape, runs about three 

laagnea off from the high land ; and is so low, that it 

cannot be seen from the deck above three leagues. 

On the 15^, they sailed from Cape Mahomet, just 
as the sun appeared. They passed the island of Ty- 
rone, in the mouth of the Elanitic Gulf, which divides 
it nretty equally into two ; or rather the north-west 
sioe is narrowest. The direction of tiie Gulf is nearly 
north and south. 

On tiie 16th they came to an anchor at £1 Har, 
where they saw high, craggy, and broken mountains, 
called tile mountains of Ruddua. These abound with 
springs of water : all sorts of Arabian and African 
fruits grow here m perfection, and every kind of ve- 
ffetable that they will take the pains to cultivate. It 
u Uie paradise of the people of Yambo ; those of any 
substance have country-houses there; but, strange 
to tdl, they stay but for a short time, and prefer the 
bare, dry, and burning sands about Yambo to one of 
the finest climates, and most verdant pleasant coun- 
tries, that exists in the world. The people of the 
place told Mr. Bruce that water freezes there la 
14 a 



winter, and ihat iliPire are boidb of thu inhahitantri 
wtio have riid hnir and blue eyes, a thino; ucarctly 
Brer seen but in the ooldeil mountains in the eaat. 

On tbe I6tli, about ten o'clock, they paaaed a. 
mosqiie, or Bhekh's tomb, on the main liuid, on thdr 
left band, calied £ubbet Yambo, and before eleven 
they aucbortii in Ihe month oftbe port in deep valei'. 
Yainho, rorrnpil v cnlied Imbo, is an ancient city, now 
dwindled to a paltry lillnge. Vambo, in tbe language 
of CliB connQy. signiHes a founCain or spring, a very 
copious one of excellent water being found theri' 
among the date trees, and it is one of the stations ol' 
the £mir Hadjain going lo, and coming from Mecca. 
The advantages nf the port,howevertwhich the other 
has not, and the protection of the castie, have carried 
trading vessels to the modern Yambo, where there in 
no wattr but what is brought from pools dug on pur- 
pose to receive tbe rain when it falls- 

Yambo, or at least the present town of that nanie, 
Mr. Bruce fonnd, by many obsBrvatiouB of the snii 
and stars, to he in lat. 34° S' 35" north, and in long. 
38° 16' 3U " east from Ibc meridian of Qreentilch. 

The many delays of loading the wheat, and tbe de- 
■1th (if doubling the quantity Mr. Brace had been 
i to take, detained him at Yaiubo till the 
of April, very much against hla inclination. 
OB was not a little uneasy at thinking among what 
B banditti be liied, whose daily wish was to rnb and 
murder him, from which they were restrained by 
tear only ; and this, a fit of drnidcenneBS or a piece 
of Lad news, such as a report of All Bey's death, 
might remove in a moment. Indeed they were al- 
lowed to want nothing. A sheep, some bad beer, and 
■ome very good wheat-bread, were delivered to them 
everyday from the Aga, which, with dates and honey 
and a variety of prpsent^ from those that Mr. Brui 
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/ iprltii him threes fix-gigs of different sizes, with the 

A praper lines, he tddimi returned without killinff four 

' fir ilve dolphins. 1!1ie sport with the line was likewise 

StMSiDent. Tiiey had vinegar in plenty at Yambo : 

oaknis, and seYeral other greens, rirom Oaddna : and 

bdng all cooks, they lived well. 

On the Sdth of April, in the mominff, they sailed 
irith a eargo of wheat that did not belong to them, 
nd thfee passengers instead of (me, for whom only 
Ifr. Brace had nndertaken. After touching at differ- 
eat lafanids, on the 3rd of May they arrived at Jidda, 
eloae vpion the quay, where the officers of the custom- 
hooae immediately took possession of their baggage. 

The port of Jidda is yery extensive, consisting of 
Bumberless shoals, small islands, and sunken rocks, 
with channels, however between them, and deep 
water. Ton are yery safe in Jidda harbour wbate ver 
wind Uows, as there is numberless shoals which 
pievent the water from ever heing put into any gene- 
ral motion : and you may moor head and stem, with 
twentyancuors out if you please. But the danger of 
being lost, perhaps, lies in the going in and coming 
oat of the harbour. Indeed the observation is here 
Terified, the more dangerous the port, the abler the 
piioUf and no accident ever happens. 

From Tambo to Jidda Mr. Bruce had slept little, 
making his memoranda as full upon the spot as pos- 
sible. He had, besides, an aguish disorder , which 
Tery much troubled him, and in dress and cleanliness 
was so like a Galiongy, (o^ Turkish seamen,) that 
the Emir Bahar (captain of the port) was astonished 
at hearing his servants say he was an Englishman, 
' at the time thev carried away all his baggage and 
instmments to the custom-house. The Emir Bahar 
sent his servant however, with him, to the Bengal- 
house, who promised him in broken English, all the 
way a very magnificent reception from his country- 
men. Upon his naming all the captains for bis 
choice, Mr. Bruce desired to be carried to a ScQt.c\\.- 
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pit fell fast asleep upon a mat. ' He had with him 
'tbe keys of his boxes and trunks ; and Yousef Cabil, 
vLeir or governor of Jidda, too eager for pillage to 
suffer one of Mr. Brace's servants to fetch them, 
directed the hinges to be taken off at the back, and 
thus obtained access to the contents without opening 
the locks. The first thing that presented itself was 
the firman of the Qrand Seignior ; after tliis was a 
white satin bag addressed to the &han of Tartary; 
next a green and gold silk ba^ with letters for tlie 
SherriiK of Mecca; a plain crimson satin bag with 
letters for Metical Aga, the chief minister of the 
Sherriffe ; and lastly, the vizir found a letter from 
Ali Bev to himself written with all the superiority 
of a prtnce to a slave. Yousef now thought tliat lie 
had gone too £Eir ; and, cailiog Mr. Brace's servant, 
Tehemently upbraided him for not telling who he was. 
He then ordered the baggfu^e to be nailed up ; and 
attended by a number of naked blackguards, wliom 
they call soldiers, immediately repaired to the Ben- 
gal-hoase. The whole factory took alarm ; for, about 
twenty-six years before, the Eoj^lish traders, fourteen 
iu number, were all murdered wliile sitting at dinner 
by these savage people. Great inquiry was made 
after the English nobleman, whom nobody had seen ; 
bat it was said that one of his servants was in the 
bouse. Mr. Bruce was sitting drinking coffee on the 
mat, when the vizir's horse came, and the whole 
court was filled. One of the clerks of the custom- 
house asked him where his master was. To which ho 
replied : " In heaven." The vizir next came up, and 
repeated the question; when Mr. Bruce answered 
that he did not know its purpose ; but he was the own- 
er of the baggage which iiad been taken to the custom- 
house. The vizir was much surprised at this expla- 
nation ; matters were made up between him and Mr. 
Bruce ; and all heads were now employed to obtain tl^e 
strongest letters possible to the Naybe, or prince oi' 
Massuah, the king of Abyssinia, Ituchael Suhul^ tUvi 
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ciBneloded, say for nine ships, without one word ever 
lUiTing been spoken on the subject, or pen or ink need 
1b any siiape whatever, lliere never was one instance 
of a dispate happ^ing on these sales. Bat this is 
not all : the money is to be paid. A private Moor, 
who has nothing to support hhn but liis character, 
becomes responsible for the payment of these car- 

foes : his name, when Mr. Bruce was there, was 
brahim Sara^ t. e. Ibrahim the broker. This man 
delivers a number of coarse hempen bags, full of what 
is supposed to be money. He marks the contents 
upon the bag, and puts his seal upon the string that 
ties the mouth of it. This is raseived for what is 
marked upon it, without any one ever having opened 
mie of the bags ; and, hi India, it is current for the 
value marked upon it. as long as the bag lasts. 

Jidda, as well as all the east coast of the Red Sea, 
is very unwholesome. Immediately without the gate 
of that town, to the eastward, is a desert plain filled 
with the huts of the Bedoweens, or country Arabs, 
built of long bundles of spartum, or bent gprass, put 
together like fascines. These Bedoweens supply 
Jidda with milk and butter. There is no stirring 
out of town, even for a walk, except for about half u 
mile, on the south side by the sea, where there is a 
number of stinking pools of stagnant water, which 
contributes to make the town very unwholesome. 

This place, besides being in the most unwholesome 
part of Arabia, is, at the name time, in the most bar- 
ren and desert situation. This, and many other in- 
conveniences under which it labours, would, proba- 
bly, have occasioned its being abandoned altogether, 
were it not for its vicinity to Mecca, and the great 
and sudden influx of wealth from the India trade, 
which, once a year, arrives in this port, but does not 
continue, passing on, as through a turnpike, to Mecca, 
whence it is dispersed all over the e&si. Very little 
advantage, however, accrues to Jidda. The customs 
are tdl immediately sent to a needy 80VGrei^<t«sv<i^ 



5 onset DD at rapidly ta tLe sliips aa the gDods do i 
he market, buQ Ibshjs b» Utile proHt beliLnd. In 
the meantime, proviniotia rise to a prodigious price, 
and tliiti falls upuii llie tonnimeii, wbile all the prolii 
of the tralSc it in the hinds of strangers ; most of 
whooi, ut'ier the market is over, (irhk-h does not last 
nix weeks,) retire to Yemen, and other neighbouring 
countriei, witiuh abound in every sort of pravision. 

Though Jidda is the country of their prophet, (yet 
no irliere are there lo many unmarried women : and 
the permission of marryiog four wives was allowed 
in thie district In tlie first instance, and arterwarda 
communicated to all the tribee. But Mahomet, in 
his penniMioB of a jjurality of wives, seems con- 
stantly to have been on his guard, against suffering 
that, which was intended for iJie welbre of his people, 
from operating in a different manner. He did not 
permit a man to marry two, three, or four wives, 
unless be could maintam them. He was intereated 
for the rights and rs.Dk of these women; and the man 
so marrying was obl^ed to she» before the Cadi, or 

power to support them aecordhiR to their birth. It 
was not so with concubines, with women who were 
purchased, or who were taken in war. Every man 
enjoyed these at his pleasure and their peril, that is, 
whether he was able to mahitainlhemornot. From 
the great scarcity of provbions, iihich ia the reault 
of an extraordmary concourse to a place almost des- 
titute of the necessaries of Ufe, few inhabitants of 
Jidda can avail themselves of the prlvUi^ granled 
them by Maliomet. A man llnTefure cnnnot marry 

more, and from this cauee arises the want of people, 
and the lui^e number of unmarried women. 

The kindness and attention Mr. Bruce here received 
trom bis countrymen did not leate hun as long as h 
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on shore. They all did him the honour to attend 
Um to the water's edge. All the quay of Jidda was 
MMd with people to see the English salute ; and along 
«lth his vessel sailed another bound to Massuah, 
whJk^ carried Mahomet Abdelcader, goyemor of 
Bahalac, over to his gOTemment. 

Jidda is inlatitudffSS'' 0' 1" north, and in longitude 
Wf^ 16' 45" east of the meridian of Greenwich. The 
weather there had few changes, and the general wind 
wai north-west, or more nortnerly. T^is blowing 
along the direcuon of the gulf brought a great deal 
of damp along with it ; and this diunp increases as 
the season advances. Once in twelve or fourteen days, 
per&aps, they hadasouth wind, wldch was always dry. 

On the 8th of July^ 1769, Mr. Bruce sailed from the 
harbour of Jidda, on board the same vessel as before, 
and suffered the Rais to take a small loading for hia 
own account, upon condition that he was to carry no 
passengers. The wind was fair, and they sailed 
tiirougn the British fleet at their anchors. As they 
had sll honoured our traveller with theur regret at 
partii^ and accompanied him to the shore, the Kais 
was surprised to see the respect paid to his little vessel 
as it passed under their huge sterns, every one hoist- 
ing her colours, and saluting it with eleven guns. 

At a quarter past eight, on the eleventh, they were 
towed to their anchorage in the harbour of Konfodah, 
which means the town of the hedge-hog. It is a 
small village, consisting of about two hundred mise- 
rable houses, built with green wood, and covered 
with mats, made of the doom, or palm-tree, lying on 
a bay, or rather shallow bason, in a desert waste or 
plain. Behind the town are small hillocks of white 
sand. Nothing grows on shore excepting kelp ; but 
it is exceedingly beautiful, and very luxuriant ; far- 
ther in there are gardens. Fish is in great plenty ; 
butter and milk in abundance ; even the desert looks 
fresher than other deserts, which makes it probable 
that rain sometimes falls there. 



Kaafodali I9 in latltiiile ID" 7' north. It i^ one nf 
the moat anwholcBome parta on the Red Sea, ptoii- 
slon ii \<ay deer and bud, and the nater execrable. 
GoatB' fleah is the only meat, and Ihst very dear and 

At fire in the BftemDon of the llth, they pass»i 
Ba» Ileli, which ia llie bouudary between Yemen, or 
Arabia Felii, and the H^as, or pioviuce of Mucce, 
tlie tint belon^ft to tJie Imum, or king of Sana, the 
oUier to tho Sbeirlffe. Mr. Bruoe desired his Rob 
to uncLor this aigbtcloee under the Cape, aslt was 
perreclly calm, aad clear 1 and, by taking a mean of 
n?e obdervations of the prfSHage of ao many Atar^, tJie 
moat proper for thu purpose, oset the meridiaii, ho 
ilutermmed the latitnde of Kai Hell, mid consequently 
the bniindnry of tbf two stales, Hejna and Ytmen, or 
Arsliia Felix and Arjbia Dessrta, lo be IB" 36' north. 

Eier<r pan of the eandy desert at the foot of the 



mountains is called iVftaMo, which eitendf 
But m the uiapd it is marked a> 
from Arabia Felix, whereas It is 



the maps it is marked as a separs 

rabia Felix, whereas It is but the Ion part, 01 

'B-coast of it ; and 19 not a separate jurisdiction. 



It is called Tema in scripture, ai _ 

from Taami in Arabic, which signifies the sea-coast. 
There is little water here, as it neter rains ; there is 
also no animal hut the gazel or antelope, and hut a 
small number of these. There are few biids, and 
those are generally silent. On the 15th, they came 
to an anchor in the port of Sibt, nliere Mr. Bruce 
went ashore to make his ohsenations on tlie country 
and inhabitants. The mountains from Kotumbnl run 
In an even chain along the coast, at no great dis' 
tance ; but of aach a height, that as yet liiey had 
seen notliing like them. Sibt ta too mean, and too 
small, to be called a village, even in Arabia; it con- 
kIscs of about fifteen or twenty miserable iiuts, built 
uf straw ; around it there is a plantation of doom- 
irees, of the leaves of which they make mats and 
ttiila, which ia the whole manufacture of the ptaee. 
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jtrothi fa Tery brntish kind of people) are the 
ants ; tbey are perfectly lean, bat mnicalar 
rong ; they wear their own hair, which they 
upon the crown of their head ; it is black and 
; and, althooffh sofficiently long, seeniB to 
e of the wooUy qoalitv of the n<4^. They 
le head with a cord or fillet of the doom-leaf, 
e ancient diadem. The women are generally 
mred, and go naked like the men. l^oee that 
Tried ha^e, for the most part, a nur about their 
I, some of them not that. Ghrls of all ages go 
laked, bat seem not to be coiiBcioos of any im- 
itv in their appearance. Their lips, eve-brows, 
■eheads above the eye-brows, are all marked 
ibium, or antimony, the common ornament of 
8 throughoat the world. They seemed to be 
:ly on an equality with the men ; walked, sat. 
loked with them, contrary to the practice ox 
among the Turks and Arabs. 
J they found no provisions ; and the water was 
ad. Having returned on board their vessel at 
t, they anchored in eleven fathom little less than 
from the shore. The harbour of Sibt is of a 
ircular form, screened between N. N. £. and 
v., but to the south and south-west it is ex- 
and therefore is good only in summer. 
J sailed from this port on the 16th, and at nine 
evening anchored before Djezan, which is in 
' 45' north, situated on a cape, which forms 
e of a large bay. It is built, as are all the 
on the coast, with straw and mud. It was 
very considerable place for trade; but since 
hath been so much in demand, of which they 
tone, that commerce is moved to Loheia and 
la. It is an usurpation from the territory of 
am, by a Sherritfe of the family of Beni Has- 
Ued Boarish. The inhabitants are all Sher- 
ji other terms, troublesome, ignorant fanatics. 
I is one of the towns most subject to fevet^.— 



1.2 TBAVBLS IH ADVa^INIA. 

The fikrenUU (Pbaraeh's worm) ii very freqaent here. 
Tlieyhave great abnndance of excellent fish, and Truit 
in plenty, which ia lirought froin the monnlBins, 
whence alra Uiej are supplied willi very good water. 
The; sailed from hence In the eveniiig of the I7ih, 
and at (even in the mominK of the 18th they Knc 
diKovered the niountiihis nnder which lies the town 
of Laheia.^The buy was so shallow, and the tide 
heing Ht ebb, thoy cuuld get no nearer than within 
abuul file lollei di' tlie shore. Lohela Is built upon 
the aoath-waat siile of a peninsnla, enrrounded every 

thii ncuk there \a a. bmall inauntEiin which nerves for 
■ fortress, and there are lowers with cannon, which 
T'-acb across on each side of the hill to tlie shore. 
Ueyond this is a plain, where the Arabs, intending 
to attack the town, generally auemble. At Lnlieiu. 
they had a very uneasy sensalion ; a kind of prick- 
ling came into their legs, wliichwere bare, occasioiicd 
by tlie salt elBavia, ur steums from the earth, which 
ail about tlie town, and farther (o the south, ia 
slrungiy impregnated with that mineral. Fish, and 
butclieis' meat, and indeed ail sorts of proTisioo are 
plentiful end reasonable at Loheia, but the water is 

tains, dona the sides of which it has fallen in the 
time of the raiH,and is brouglit to the town in skina 
upon camels. There is also plenty of fruit brought 

skirtaof the town, and supply it with milk, firewood, 
and fruit, oiiiefly grapes and bananas. 

The government of the Imam ia much more gen- 
tie tlian any Moorish government hi Arabia or Africa ) 
the people too are of gentle manners, the men, from 
early ages, beuig accuitomed to trade. The women 
ot Loheia are as solicitous lo pltat>e as those of tlie 
most polished nations in Europe ; ujid, though ver' 
retirBd, wiiether murried or uimiiirrjcil, ihey are n' 
Jei3 careful ot their diesa and puraons. At iiome tt 
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iar nofhing but a long shift of Sue cotton clotli, 
lillible to their quality. Tliej djB their feet and 
uids n'itli henna, not only for oruoment, bnt aa an 
jtrineent, to keep them dry from >weat ; lliey wear 
ie(TO\nita&ir, nliicbis phated, asd fells in longtailB 

On tile STtli, In Iha oreiiin?, Ihey ulltd from Lo- 
sia, and, on the 39lfa, uncbonHl off tLe paint of ths 
loalwiiichliesE. of die north lurt of Mocha.— That 
iwQ mukei lui agTBCablfl flppearaiica from the ana. 
■ehiM it there is a grove of ptttm-trees, thai do not 
*m to hRvo the heaulj of thosH in Egypt, probably 
iving to their being exposed to the fiolunt eouih- 
estera that blow hfre, and make it tory onea»y 
ding for vesaels; there ia, howeTer, very ieldom 
ly damage done. Tile port is tunned by two poinW 
r land, which make b eeaiicirele. Upon eiich of 
le poiats ie a amall fort ; the town li fn the middle, 
ad if attacked by uii eneniy, these two forts are id 
'-ached, iliat they might h. ' ' 



inoy the town than they could ever be lo defend 
le liarbonr. The grouud for anohoraKu ia of the 
;ry best kind; sand without eoml.whiclilaBt chafea 
le cablea alL oter the Ked Sea. 
At aeiren o'clock in the motnlng ot the 30t!i, with 
gentle but stsady wind at W. they sailed lor the 
louth of the Indian Ocean. The coast of Arabia, 
1 along from Mocha to the Straits, is bold, and not 

iihin a miTe of the 9iiore,'^whc"e"hi some ^<xa, 
lere appeared to be aniHll woods ; in othen, a flat 
ireCDUDlry, bounded with monntahig at a consider- 
ite distance.— In the afternoon, about four, they 
iw the mountaui which forms one of the capes of 
le Straits of Babfimandel, in shape tesembUng a 
inner'a ^uoin. About six they anchored for the 
ght behuid a small point At nine in the momina 
the3l9t, tbey came to an atichor above Jihbel Ba- 
in, or Pilot's Island, just under the oajs, 'Hb.v^^ 



/ were pDiaonous, 
Hreral of Mr. Uruce's peuple look the aWm, nitd 

would ngt rat them. He, Conafer, tr-'- -" ■' 

that moitref " 

mtil had DO leaKin to complHiii. 

After gettitig nitliin the StraitB, the channel is di- 
videil intotvo. b; the ulsnd oF Perim, ntlierirlse call- 
ed Mehitm. The IniaoeC and aortheru diannel, or 
that towards the AraDiaa ahoie, ie twuleuguea broad 
at matt, and has from tivelie to seienleen fathom of 
vater. The otiier entry ia three leagaes brood, vrlUi 
deep water, from twenty to thirty ththom. Frtnn 
Ihia, the coast on bolh sidec runa ueiirly in a nortli- 
west direction, ttidenioE aa it advancee, and the In- 
dian Oc-eao grows etraj^hter. The coait upon the left 



hand in part of the [ungdom of Add, and 


1, on the 


ri^ht, that of Arabia Felix. 




On the ad of August, at Bun-rise. they 


gaw land 


a-head, which they took to be the main: t 
nearer approach, and the day becoming dee 


lut, upon 


SIIS 



ttock of an old acacia-tree, and tivo or three bundlti 
of vreck, or rotten slicks, which they i;athered niti 

Sreat care ; and all of them agreed, tliey would es 
reakfast, dinner, and supper hot, instead of tt 
cold repaat they liad made In the Straits. They no 
made several large fires ; one took the charge of t 
cofiiie, another bailed the rice ; they kilted four ti 
ties, made ready a dolpliin ; got beer, wine, and br;ii^ 
and dranlt tlie King's licaltb in earnest, wliicli tl 
re^imeu would not ulloiv them to do in tlie Str 
of Babelmandel. While this good cheer vas 
paring, Mr. Bruce saw, with hia glass, first one 
running along the coast westward, wlio did not 9 
about a quarter of an hour after, came another a 
aumel, iralklag at the ordinary pace, who dismo 
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Mite to them, and, as he thoaght, kneeled 
»ay his prayers upcrn the sand. They had 

their boat immediately upon seeing the 
the tree on tlie island ; so they were r^y ; 
Bruce ordered two of the men to row him 
, which they did. It is a bay of bat ordi- 
)th, with straggling trees, and some flat 
ilong the coast. Immediately behind is a 
onntains of a brownish or black coloar. 
*ace went on shore at the place ; and, after 
.e interconrse with some of the natives^hose 
NBB very suspicions, he directed the Hals to 
towards Crab-iBland ; and there being a gen- 
3 from the shore, carrying an easy sail, they 
er upon Mocha town, to ayoid some rocks 
!. When lying at Crab-island ; he observed 
B upon the meridian, and by them he con- 
be latitude of that island to be 18» 2' 46'' 

The 6th, in the morning, they arriyed at 
a lat. I5''40'52" north, and m long. 42'' 68" 15" 
le meridian of Greenwich, 
thing bein^ prepared for our travellers' de- 
they sailed irom Loheia on the dd of Sep- 
769, for Massuah. The harbour of Loheia, 
by much the largest in the Red Sea, is now 
w, and choaked up, that unless by a narrow 
rough which you enter and go out, there 
lere three fathom of water, and in manv 
)t half that depth. This is the cose with all 
ours on the east coast of the Red Sea, while 

the west are deep, without any baunks or 
ore them. As the wind had failed, they 
■ progress till the 5th, when they came in 
several small uninhabited islands. On the 
le evening, they anchored at Foosht, in two 
water east of the town, and here staid the 
r day, filling their skins with water. 
t is an island of irregular form, about five 
im south to north, and about nine in circuscL* 




but Mr. Bruce Bltvays ol _ __ 
till' m"re beautiful the wurse Ibej weib fur etfl 
Tliera wrre indetd none cdcnI but tbose that re* 
liird the fiBli of tbe dotUi m tbeir fonn, nnd plajm 
ul' ibL'ir colours. Foosht it low and Bandy odf 
euulli; and oa the nonh is B black bill or cape d 
uDU'Merable height, that maybe aeen at four led 
off. It baa two waleting-pfsceB ; one oa tjje ^ 
tlie igland, wbere uur travEllen were, the other oH 
wi!8t. The water there it bltlcr, but 11 bad 1 
troubled by a number of little barks that bad I 
tating in water juEl before. The manner of Ot 
•be guut-skiua being a very aloTenly one, tbe; 1 
Up iQuch Of the mud along with it, but the wi 
was found to be eii'ell>?ut, after it bud settled twi 
ilirec days; when it cjirne on board, It etas n^ bl 
UB inli. It WBB incompurably tlie best water t 
h^l drank Bince that of the Nile 

:overed with a hind of bent gr 
in, and the conatant feeding of 



which want 
fewgniiWth 
tuanyhoigbt. The 



vety bollon, underneath, like Sc 
ti'rra, near Naples ; and S9 Quantities of pum 
stonea are found here, there is a great appeon 
ibattbe black hill was onea a volcano. Several li 
shells from tbe fisb eitlled Blsser, uome of them tn 
ij inches long, are seen lumed upon their faces 



For, bud it 
bare worn 
perfectly a 
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The inhabitants of Foosht are poor fishermen, of 
the same degree of blackness as those between Ueli 
and I>|ezan; like them too, th^ were naked, or bad 
ooIt a rag about their waist. Their faces are neither 
stained or painted. They catch a qoantity of fish 
called Seajan, which they carry to Loheiay and ex- 
change for dora and Indian corn, for they^have lio 
bread, but what is procured tiiis way. Tiiey also 
Iiave a flat fish, with a long tail to it, whoso sldn is 
a species of shagreen, with which the liandles of 
kniyes and swords are made. Pearls too are found 
here, (nt neither larg^ nor of a good water ; on the 
other hand, they are not dear; tuey are the produce 
of vaiious species of sheUs, all biTalves. 

The town consists of about thirty huts, built with 
fiiggots of bent grass or spartum ; and these are sup- 
ported withui by a few sticks, and thatched with tlie 
grass, of which they are built. The inhabitants 
seemed to be much terrified at seeing Mr. Bruce 
and his party come on shore all armed. This was not 
done out of fear of them; but, as he intended to stay 
on shore all nip^ht, he wished to be in a situation to 
defend himselt i^aiiist boats of strollers irom the 
main. The saint, or Marabout, uiion seeing our tra- 
veller near him, fell fiat upon bis face, where he lay 
for a quarter of an hour ; nor would he get up till the 
guns, wlilch had occasioned his fears, were ordered 
to be immediately sent on board. 

fiaccaian is an island, low, loi^, and as broad as 
Foosht, inhabited by fishermen: without water in 
summer, which is then brought nrom Foosht, but in 
winter they preserve the rain water in cisterns. These 
were built in ancient times, when this was a place of 
importance for the fishing of pearls, and they are in 
penect repair to this day ; neither the cement of the 
work, nor the stucco within, having at all sufiered. 
Very violent showers fall here from the end of October 
to tne beginning of March, but at certain intervals. 

All the islands on the east-Bide o^ t\\A c^oskksl^ 

14 H 



helun^ Co the Shuriifib Djsxhd Bounrish, bat dona 
are inbablCed except BaccilHa uid Fooslit. Tliis 
last ialiiui u tlie most conveninlt wat«rlng-^Bce for 
ehlpa baund up in the channel frum Jibbel iW, from 
which it beara N. E. by E J B. by tliB tompas*, 
niiiMeeii leaguen distant. 

Having laid in B. supply or water, they ali repalTHi 
on'board In the evenhig of the 7rb, wiien Mr. Bruce 
WHS made aciniauited with a singular dijggier wMdi 
bad liappened to tlie veeael durliig liii tiisence. 

An Ahystunlun, who died on board, and wlio ind 
be«n burled apon their coming out from Lolieiii bay, 
had been seen upon Itie bowsprit for two nigblB, and 
had terrifled the snilora very much ; eien the Haia 
bad been not a liltli^ ularmed; and, thousb hecoald 
not direutiy my thut he had seen him, yet, after M 



. onscqncncEJ It , .. _ 

wind waa W riaa, and tlie ghost una to keep 



bed on the Ttii, lie comphingd aerioui'ly 

- -, would produce if a 

e ghost was to keep 

7,' ' " ' ■' ■ r aidMr Bruce.) I 

I n hes much with 

( itto-daj Vou 

he d>"S n3t o^er >il 'I *- ^J jp and I appr^end he 
Bhoulil be li^litcr tbdLi Hu<,a we tuak him on board, } 

1 can hinder the ghost from continumg his YO) a^e to 
AbyBSUua, aa we eannot Judge whit fienoufl business 
be mav have there ' The Knia bLgan to bleos him- 
self thdt he did not know any thiimof hia affair^.— 
" Then (said Mr. Bruce,) if you do uuiHuil be makes 
the vessel too iieavy birforc, do not molest him, be- 
cause, ccttalnly, if be was to coiue into any other 
part of the slilp, or if he was to insist to sit in the 
middle of you (in the disposition tliat you all are,) 
he would be a greater inconvenience to you than in 
/lia present post. ' The Kais began again to bless 
himself, repealing a veryi of the Kuran ; " biamlUa 
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sheitan ttjem," in the mme of Ood keep the devil 
ler Ikom me. '* Now, Bais (faid Mr. Brace,) if lie 
doee«e nehara, yoa wfll let nim ride upon the bow- 
writ tin he is tired, ortill he cornea to Haaaaah ; for 
Jf awemr iojmif nnleaa he horta or trooblea ua, I do 
B€t think Ihaye any obligation to get oat of my bed 
,to moleat liim : only see that he carriea nothing off 
.'with hiai." The Saia now aeemed to be exceedingly 
aihaded, and aaid, " Fbr hi» part, he did not care for 
.Ua life mora than any other man on board : if it wag 
■ot for fear of a gale of wind, be might ride on tlie 
bowaprit and be d— n'd : bat that £« had always 
kaari kamed people coqld apeak to ghosta." '* Will 
rai bt ao good, Bais ^replied our traveller,) to step 
ft rw aid , and tell him, tnat I am goins to drink coffee, 
mA ahowd be glad if he woald walk into the cabiii, 
4Hid aay any thing he has to commnnicate to me, if 
he ia a Christian, and if not, to Mahomet Gibberti/' 
T^e Rail went ont : but, as Mr. Bruce's servant told 
him, he would neitner go himself, nor could get auy 
person to ko to the ghost for him. Here the matter 
ended for the present. 

£^ly on the 8th, they sailed from Foosht to Zim- 
mer, a much smaller island without inhabitants, aiid 
without water, though by the cisterns which still re- 
main, and are sixty yards square, hewed out of the 
aolid rock, we may imagine this was once a place of 
consequence : rain in abundance, at certain seasouB, 
atill faUs there. It is covered with young plants of 
rack tree, whose property it is to vegetate in salt 
water. The old trees had been cut down ; but there 
was a considerable number of Saiel, or Acacia tret-*^. 

Although Zimmer is said to be without water, yet 
there are antelopes upon it, as also hysenas in numbers ; 
and it is therefore probable that there is water in some 
subterraneous caves or clefts of the rocks, unknown 
to the Arabs or fishermen, without which these ani- 
mals could not subsist. It is probable the antelopes 
were brought over from Arabia tot VW ^VvtxtVS^^iA 
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pleasare, or those of his fHends, if they did not swim 
from the main, and an enemy afterwards bfought the 
h^fldna to disappoint that amusement. Be that as it 
will, though Mr. Bruce did not see the animals, yet 
he observed the dung of each of them upon tlie sand, 
and in the cisterns ; so the fact does not rest wholly 
upon the veracity of the boatmen. 

In the night they sailed from Zimmer, and early 
on the 9th the island Rapha bore N. E. by E. distant 
about two leagues. At seven, in the morning of the 
10th, Jibbel Teir, (which till then had been covered 
with a mist,) appeared to view. All this forenoon 
their vessel had been surrounded with a prodigious 
number of sharks, of the hammer-headed kind. The 
Rais had fitted a large harpoon with a long line, and 
Mr. Bruce went to the bowsprit to wait for one of 
the sharks. At length he struck the largest shark, 
about a foot from the head, with such force, that the 
whole iron was buried in his body. He shuddered, 
as a person does when cold, and shook the shaft of 
the harpoon out of the socket, the weapon being 
made so on purpose ; the shaft fell across, kept fixt 
to the line, and served as a float to bring him up when 
he dived, and impeded him when he swam. No 
salmon fisher ever saw finer sport with a fish and a 
rod. He had thirty fathom of line out, and they had 
thirtv fathom more ready to give him. He never 
dived, but sailed round the vessel like a ship, always 
keeping part of his back above water. The Rais 
begged they would not pull him, but give him as 
much more line as he wanted ; and indeed they saw 
it was the weight of the line that galled him, for he 
went round the vessel without seeking to go farther 
from them. At last he came nearer, upon ther 
gathering up the line; and upon gently pulling 
after, they brought him alongside, till they faster 



f 
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UmA, without the power of doing harm. He was 
iltren feet leven inches firom hit moat to hie taU, 
ind nearly four feet round in the thicleeet part of 
lim. He had in liim a dolphin wean lately ewaUowed, 
IDd about half a yard of blue cloth. He was the 
argest the Bais had ever seen, eitiier in the Bed Sea 
ir tlie Indian Ocean. 

At twenty minutes before twelve o'clock, ther 
vere about four leagues distant from the island. 
Tibbel Teir, or the Mountain of the Bird, is called by 
tthers, Jibbel Douhan, or the Mountain of Smoke ; 
In*, tiiough in the middle of the sea, it b a volcano, 
vhich throws out fire; and though nearly extin- 
[ttisiied, it smokes to this day. It was called Oraeon 
u Ptolemy, the Bird-Island, the same as Jibbel Tehr. 
t is likewise called Sheban, from the white spot at 
iie top of it, which seems to be sulphur, and a part 
eems to have fallen in, and to have enlarged the 
rater on this side. The island is four miles from 
outh to north, has a peak in form of a pyramid in 
be middle of it, and is about a quarter of a mile hieh. 
c descends, equally on both sides, to the sea : has 
bur opening at the top, which vent smoke; and 
ometimes, m strong southerly winds, it is said to 
hrow out fire. There was no such appearance when 
•ur travellers passed it. The island is perfectly de- 
ert, being covered with sulphur and pumice-stones. 

Six leagues E. by S. of this island there is a dan- 
;erous shoal with great overfalls, on which a Fr^ch 
hip struck in the year 1751, and was saved with 
ery great difficulty. Jibbel Teir is the point from 
vhich all ship going to Jidda take tlieir departure, 
.fter sailing irom Mocha, and passing the islands to 
he southward. 

They left Jibbel Teir on the 11th, with little wind 
.t west ; but toward mid-day it freshened as usual, 
nd turned nortliward to N.N. E. They were now 
n mid-channel, so that they stood ou straight for 
)ahalac till half-past four, when a boy, who \Rexv.^ 



and all tbnu Bails <iill : bu.! about seven iii tlie eveiw 
ing, Ihey etnick upou a reef of coral rocks. 

Arab* ure uowsidB in all sudden danuerB; foi tbey 
■OMldar every uccidenl as the will of Providence, 
and therefore not tu be avoided. The Arab iHllDrd 
were for iniinedistely taking to the boat ; irhito the 
Abyaalnlatu irore far cutting up the plaiilcs and vmud 
of tbs loaUe of the veoel, and makinz her a r»rt. 
A Tialenl diapnte eneni^, aud after that a battle, 
when night overtook them, still fait upon th< rock. 
The RalB and Vaaine, a ftloor, honerer, cnlmcd the 
riot, when Mr. Bruce beaEed the paaeengera wonid 
hear hlin. "You all know," said he, "or »hou(d 

iny motiej, for Ihe sufpiy and acconimortBlion of inv- 
»L-lf and servinU; you know, tUiawJee, that I and my 
men are well armed, while jnu are naked ; therelore 
do not imagine [hat we nil) suffer any of ynn to 
enter that boat, and save your live* at the expense of 
our*. On ihld vessel of tlie Ruia is ;our dependence; 
in it yoa are to be saved or to perish ; therefore all 
hand* to work, and get the vessel off, while it is 
i-ulm ; if shi: hud been materially damaged, she had 
been sunk before now." They all seemed on this to 
lake courage, and suid thry hoped he would not 

lie would net leave tliem while there was a bit of the 

Tie boat w»s immediately launched, and one of 
llr. Bruce'* sen ants, the Rals, and two sailurx, were 
put on board. They were soon upon the bank, where 
tlietwosailoi'icocout,whocntthBirf«:tnt first upon 
the while roral, but al'teiiTBrds got flriuei' footing. 
Th.'y uKempted (o puih tlie shiji hackwiirds, but she 



wurd, there was no appea 
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Wbte Bunmingy wlm they knew the wind would 
'. rtwi and it w«B to be feend the would then be dashed 
tppieeee. Other effiurti were thentued, and a great 
cry was set up that -ehe began to move. A little 
■|Ear, a gentle wind just niade itself felt irom the 
tMt ', and the cry from the Baia was, " Hoist the 
ftva-eaily and put it aback." This being immediately 
dppe, and a gentle breeze fiUlng the for^-sail at the 
tUne, they ail pushed^ and the vessel slid gently off, 
Am fitm the shoaL Mr. Bruce did not partake of 
tb0 general joy so suddenly as the others did. He 
8tiU had some fears that a plank might have been 
stavtedi bat was soon convmced of the advantage 
peeinasnd by a ? essel that is sewed over one that is 
iMUad together, as she was not only uninjured but 
vmh Tei^ little water. The courage and readiness 
displayea bv Yasiue on this occasion gained him the 
estiem of Mr. Bruce, whose consideration for him 
continued to increase e?er afterwards till his depar- 
ture firom AbysAinia. 

During the hurry of this transaction there was a 
circumstance that excited some surprise. The ghost 
was supposed to be again seen on the bowsprit, as 
if pushuig the vessel ashore. Mr. Bruce inquired 
who the persons were that had seen him. Two 
Moors of Hamazen were the first that perceived him, 
and afterwards a great part of the crew had been 
brought to believe the reality of this vision. Mr. 
Bruce called them forward to examine them before 
the Rais and Mahomet Gibberti, and they declared 
that during the night, thev had seen him go and 
come several times; once he was pushing against 
the bowsprit, another time he was pulling upon the 
rope, as if he had an anchor ashore ; after tliis he had 
a very long pole, or stick in his hand, but it seemed 
iieavy and siiff, as ii' it had been made of iron, and 
when the vessel began to move, he tunied into a 
email but blue Aaine, ran aloug the gunnel on the 
larboard side of the ship ; and upon the vessel goln^ 



eif, licdlHippiiBrcd. "Now," a&id Mr. Bruce, "it» 

IpLain by thia change of sli&pH, that he hna left lu I'or 
sver; letos tlieretbre aee nlieUier he baadaue us odv 
httrm or nut, Hine uny of you any b^gage Btawed 
fonVBrd*?" The atraauer^ answered, -' Ves, it is aii 
I there." "Then,' said Sir. Bruce, "go rorward, and 
' ICC if every niui has got hig own." They did ttiin 
wiciiont loai of time, wlien a great oaise and eonfiuiwi 
eneued ; every one mis pl^indered of somcthiDg, atir 
I blum, nalli, btaaa wire, incense, and bouils; In iboit 
all theprecioua part of their litiie atorea wuitolcn. 
AU the paseengara were noir in the utmost deipnir, 
uid b^on ta charge the sailais. " I anpeal to yoa. 



he Itaia, 



I Mahomet Gibberli," 

tbelhingaare hid, Thengo.Yaeinr;, 

, _nd examine that iiart of the ski). 

e tlia Moor Biept, whQe I keep them here." 
Before the search iKgan, lioweier, one of them told 
Yoaine where every thli^ was ; and accordingly all 
WBH found and reslored. 

In the morning of the 12th, and at four in the after- 
noon, they saw land, nhiuh the pilot said iras the S. 
end of Dahalac : It bore W. by 8, aud waa distant 
aboat nloe leagues. The folloning day they coueled 
along the east side of the island ; and after having 
itgaiu lioleatly struck on the coral rot^kahi Che entry, 
B( Bunaet they anchored in the harbour of Dobelen. 

Thin harbour ia in form circular, and sulficieDtly 
defended fromall winds, but its entraoce is too nar- 
row, and nithln it is full of rocks. 

The village ilaelf lies three miles south-west of the 
harbour. It coasiats of about eiii:hty houaea, built of 
stoae drawn from the sea ; these calcine like shi;!!.-, 
and make good mortar enough, as well as materi.iia 
for building before burning. All the houses are co- 
vered nith bent grass, like ihoae of Arubia. 

Tile whole length of the island, whoae direction is 
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fiNMinorth-weittoffHtth-eafti is thirtynM^ven miles, 
mad. it! greater breadth eighteen^ which agreed within 
ft very little with the accoant giten by the inhabi- 
ta&ta, who made ite length indeed lomething more. 

Daholae b by frr (he laigest idand in the Bed Sea. 
Xfc is low and even, the soil fixed gravel and white 
land, mixed with shells and other mtuine productitms. 
It is destitute of all sorts of herbage, at least in snm- 
mUf exeept a small quantity of l^t grass, just suf- 
floient to roed the few antelopes and eoats that are 
< OQ tlie island. Tiiere is a very beauufnl species of 
this last animal found here, small, short-haired, witli 
thin biaek sharp horns, having icings upon them, and 
they are very swift of foot. 

lUs island is in many places covered with large 
plaatations of acacia trees, which grow to no height, 
seldom above eight feet, but spread wide^ and turn 
flat at top, probably by the influence of the wind 
from the sea. Though in the neighbourhood of Abys- 
sinia, Dahalac does not partake of its seasons : no 
rain falls here from the end of March to the begin- 
ning of October; but, in the intermediate mouths, 
especially December^ January, and February, there 
are violent showers for twelve hours at a time, which 
deluge the island, and fill the cisterns so as to serve 
all next summer ; for there are no hills or mountains 
in Dahalac, and consequently no sprmgs. These cis- 
terns alone preserve the water, and of them there 
yet remains three hundred and seventy, all hewn out 
of the solid rock. They are said to be the works of 
the Persians ; it is more probable they were those of 
the first Ptolemies. But whoever were the construc- 
tors of these magnificent reservoirs, they were a very 
different people from those that now possess them, 
who have not industry enouc^h to keep one of three 
hundred and seventy clear lor the use of man. All 
of them are open to every sort of animal, and huif 
full of the filth they leave there after drinking and 
washing in them. The water of Dobelew, and Icwevj.^ 



(Bated strong dC mask, from tbe dung of the gontd 
and aotelopaB, and ihn Bmell beTorc joa ilrlnk it is 

tern;, cleitned and >but up nltli u, door, might aflbrd 
them wholesDme sweet water hU tita jenr round. 

After the rains full, a prodiuioun quantity of gram 
immediately springs up; andtbei;oBIa give Iheinha- 
bitanti milK, which In winter ia the principal part cif 
tbeirtubelBtence, for tbey neither p!ou){b norsnvr; all 
their omrioyment is to work Ihe veseels wliloh trade 
to the difiirent parts of tbe coaet. One iialf of tbe 
inbahltantaare conslantly on the Ambian aide, and by 
their labour are eRablad tn fiimisb with dora (millet 
or Indian corn) and uther proulsiDna, tbe other balf 
who stay at home ; and when their time ia expired, 
they are relieved by tlie other half, and snpplled 
with necessaries in their tnrn. But the sustenance of 
tbe poorer sort iseutlrely sliell and uther fisb. Their 
wives and daughters are very bold, and expert flsher- 
woiuen. Several of Ibem, eotirely naked, swam off 
to our vessel before we came to nn anchor, begging 
handfols of wheat, rice, or dora. Tbey are very im- 
portunate and sturdy bezgara, and not easily put off 
with denials. Those miserable people who live in 
the vUlages not frequented by barks from Arabia, 

Yet such Is their attachment to the place of their 
nativity, that they prefer living in this bare barren 
parched spot, ahnosl in want ol necessaries of every 
kind, especially of these essential ones, bread and 

little dSfere"... . 

tution of doom- , . 

manufacture in the island. The leaves of tli 
when dried, are of a glossy white, which might very 
ciisily be mistaken for satin; of these tbey make bas- 
/ £ fi ()/' Biirprisuig beauty and ncatnes?, stainin j part 
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of tiia leaTCB with red or Mack, and working them 
lato flgupet Tonr artiflciaUy. Some of these, resem- 
liiiBg •traw-baikets, have been ibond to continue full 
ofTwiter Cor twenty-SNir hoon, without one d rop com- 
ngthrooffh. Thqr wll these at Loheia and Jidda, the 
lameat of them for four commesh, or eizpenee. This 
bine emphmnenty or rather amusement, of the meu 
iplioatay at home; ibr they work but very moderately 
tit ity and all of them indeed take special care not to 
ywJMice their health by any kind of iatigpie from 
toaaatnr. 

Perale of the better sort, such as the Shekh and 
]|il reuttions. men priviWed to be idle, and never 
ispoted to tne sun, are of a brown complexion, not 
daiker tlwn the inhabitants of Loheia. But the com- 
Moo sort employed in fishing, and those who go con- 
ttantly to sea, ore not indeed olack, but red, and little 
dailcer than tlie colour of new mahogany. There 
are. besides, blacks among tliem, who come from 
Arkeeko, and tlie main, but even these, upon marry- 
inff, grow less black in a generation. 

The inhabitants of Dahalac seemed tube a simple, 
timid, and haoffenftive people. It is tlie only part of 
Africa or Arabia, (call it which vou please,) where 
vou see no one curry arms of any kind ; neither gun, 
knife, nor sword, is to be seen in the hands of any 
one. Whereas, at Loheia, and on all the coast of 
Arabia, and more particularly at Yambo, eyery per- 
son goes armed : even the porters, naked and groaning 
under the weight of their burden, and the h^t of the 
day, liave a leather belt, in which they carry a crooked 
luiife, so monstrously long, that it needs a particular 
motion and address in walking, not to lame the bearer. 
This was not always the case at Dahalac ; for several 
of the Portuguese, on their first arrival here were mur- 
dered, and the island often treated ill, in revenge, by 
the armaments of that nation. The men seem healthy. 
They told Mr. Bruce that they had no diseases amon^ 
them, except sometimes in spring, when the boats of 



YEmca and Jidiin faring llie emnll-pai amoDg then, 
urd very few eecnpe Bitli life lliat are infected. He 
CDiiId not obBcrve a lunn dmong ttiem that secnicti Ts 
be Biity JEHU old, from ivliicli he infere they are n»t 
Ion); livers, though the air Bfaould be healthy, aabeina 
iioBr the oharinel, and b9 they liave the uorlll wlnj 
all eumrner which modcrutcs Uie heat. 

Of all the Idhmda wliicti Mr. Bruce hnd visited on 
tliis tide the cluuuid, Dvliahic uloiie la inhnbited. It 
dependii, od do ull the n»t, apnn HHSBua!t, and is con- 
furred by a flrmiia' from the Grand Seignior, on the . 
Sa?ba of Jidda ; and, froai him, on Slelkal Aga, 
tljCfl on tlie Naybcartd hia >u;rfiuit9, llie revenue of 
iiiln eoiernor cDnsLSts in a goat brought to bim 
iDonlhly by each of tlie twalve viilaees. Every vef- 
ael, that pais in there Sot Miiseaah, payi liim -.iha a 
pound of coffee, and every one from Arabiu a dollar 
or pataka. No sort of aniuU money is current at 
Daliaiac, excepting Venetian Rlaw-beadi, old and 
new, of all sizes and culoum, broken and whole. 

There are neither hors-es, dogs, slieep, cows, nor 
any sort of qnadmpeii, bnt goata, uses, a few holl- 
Blarved camels, and BntelopL>Bat Dahiduc, which laat 
are very numerous. The inhabitants hiive no know- 
ledge of fire-arinB; and tlicre are no dogs, nor beaetB 
of prer, in the island to kilt tfaum; they catch indeed < 
same few oFtbem in trap«. i 

On Mr. Bract's arriva! at Dahalae, on Ibelitb, he 
aaw BWallowB there; aiid, on I)ie IGth, tliey uere nil 
gone. On his landing a( Hassuah. on the lOth, ha 
a&w a few; the Slst aijd 3&1 they were in great 
flocks: on tbe Sd of Ocmber they were all gone, it 



The language at Dahalac l> tliat of the Sheplie, 



. . spok 
n tha island may be 
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E, S«beah, nmniiig In an e?eo ridge like n wall, paral- 

^'' liri to the eoaaty and down to Aoakem. 

' flavinff examined the TesMl, and found that she 
kad reodred no damage, they profided water, (bad 
m H wan) for the rematader or their voyage, and 
iiriOed firom Dobelew on the 17th ; but the whid being 
nnfafoorable, they eame to an anchor, near five 
.f^doek, in ten fiithom water, about three leagues 
.§Pom that port. The next day they made as much 
fVOKVeii as they could, but were forced to come to 
«n anchor at half-past four in the momin};. Here is 
jk Terr shallow and narrow passaffe, cidled Bogtiz 
ibignifylng sliallow^ barely one fathom and a half; 
jtw between the island Dahalac and the S. point of 
tlM island of KToora, about forty fathom broad, and 
an each side full of dangerous n)cks. 
:. The tide now enterra with an unusual force, and 
.nn more like the Nile, or a torrent, or stream, con- 
docted to torn a mill, than the sea, or the effects of 
a tide. At half-past one o'clock, there was water 
enough to pass ; and they soon were hurried through 
it by the violence of the current driving them in a 
manner truly tremendouH. 

Thev passed between Ras Antalou, the North Cape 
of Dahalac, and the small island Dahalottom, which 
has some trees upon it. Here is also the tomb of 
Shekh Abou Gafar, mentioned by Poncet, in his voy- 
age, who mistakes the name of the saint for that of 
tbo island. 

On the 19th, at five in the afternoon, they came to 
an anchor in the harbour of Massuah. 




UQMinned drained of troops, wid nithout a HOTSmor. 
n&tze Hnnneii, the nev kinir wtiom Mlrhitel had 
placed npon the tbroae after the mnrder of Joas, hh 
predeeeasor, w»a not s man likely to infuse vigour into 
tlis admin iaCTBtion. Ilanne? xras more llian leventy 
yea™ of sice at Ills acre^fion ; and MichBcl, hjs mi- 
nister, within a few years of eiixlit.v, nod so lame aa 
to be soarcely able lo stand. Ttae'Ifaybe judged of 
tbe debility of the Abj'KBiniangoveruineiil ironi these 
circuinetaaees: bat in Ibis coui^luiion lie was mis- 
talcen. AlreaJj hnd Michael inHmBted to him, tlial 

Ma«3Dah' till they sboufd be as desert aa tbe adjaeent 
wil')E ofSsmhar: but tboagb be had all bis Hie been 
remarkable for keeping promises of this kind, tbe 
Naybe bad not shewn any pnblie mark oF fear, or re- 
mitted any tribute, eitlier to tbe Kii^ of Abysabiia, 
or the Bustia oi Jidda. 

The basha, on tbe otiier hand, was not indifferent 
to bis own interest; and to- bring about the payment. 



his aAlresB had raised mmt^r^to tlie post of sworil' 
bearer to tbe Sherriffe, and was infect absolute in bis 
dominions. He was, raortover, a yreat friend of Mi- 
chael, goremor of Ti}0«, and iiad supplied bim with 
large quantities of arms and ammunition for bis last 
campaign against tbe King of (jioadar. Tbe basha 
had employed Metioal Aga, to inlurm Michael of the 
trBStnieutwhicb be had received from the Naybe, de- 
siring biaasaistaooe to compel bim to pay tbe tribole. 
He not only Intimuledto Cb-e Ntiybelliatlie had taken 
this step, bat assured bim that [be leiy next year he 
would give orders for the seiiure of allsuchMaliometim 
merchants and ^oods as should come from Maesnaii lo 
A rsbia , ei ther tor tlie pu rpo SKS freligi Di 



I 



MsJioraetGlbbiTti.tbeBervBDtofMelieal Aga, liail 
Ueam|]sni<id Mr. Bruce in the host lo Maasuah : but 
AMelcader, wIiDCBrriedlhe meuiwe and ftrmiiii, and 
«l)o wiu gavcrnor of the lalond nrDuhBliu:, hod suit- 
ed ht the aame time in anaEhfT veBsel, and huil wk- 
■woedthe taonauiB pniil to oiirtruviillerat hia depar- 
ture from Jidda, He pruclulDied wlwc he had teen 
with the (iB^EcrationcnatDinnry in Lii coantry : and 
tepOTted atMBUuab, that aprinrc, aaaarrelaUonof 
the SjDg of Eu(;iiiTid, who was no trader, but only 
enine to visit the couutriea imd penple, might aliort ly he 
expected ut that pUce. MinT nere tlip consultatinnB 
lleld betiTe«i [he Najbe and Ills couiiaeilors ta decide 
what nea ta be done with tiiis prini-e. Some were 
Ibr wJoptiag the laoit expedHions, and what hail long 
lieen the uioal method of treslirz Atrangers in llii< 
Jtaland.tbatii to Buy, putting him tn death, nnddivld- 
taghii property amDn^; ttiegarrlMn; while others 

Mten ha bad from Arabiu In Ahyssuils, lent they 
ifconldafgraviileliiettoriii jnBt ready to break npnn 
ttmn, onthe psrtal'Metieal Am, and Michael Siliii!. 
Achmel, the N^vbe'a uenliew, alone, loudly proteatcd 
■■--' ly Tlolerce 



waa any gOTerainent whatever. lie said ^- 

of Btrangers' blood had already been shed at Maasuah 
for thcparpooeeof mpiuej andliebeliavedtliatacDrBu 
and poierty had followed the erlme. He farther re- 

tiresentfld with what facility the BumpeBn!bipa,coiii- 
Qg to Jidda, might revenge am iDJurv dime to 
Ur. Bruce, as bait tlie number of i.'uai> fired hi com- 
pliinent to him, would be pulfieient lo dettruv thetii 
nil. and level botl. Arkeek.i ■ind Mnssunh with llie 

Sroond. Acbmet was not only a relative to tbe Najrbe, 
ut heir apparent to hla dunicy ; his Inflnence pre- 
vailed ; and It waa agreed that to him should be left 
(he decision of Mr. ifruce'B bile. 



.> I'Jth □!' l^i^ptember, 1TU9, our traveller nr- 
Masausli, lerfiDucli tired ol tbeeea, and d«- 
luiid. But aa it nras evGnldg;, he thoaght it 
j1 ! to Bleep on bnard that night, that he might 
whole day (m the Sret ia alnayB a boBT one) 
liim, and r«cel«e in the night any intellJ|{eDce 
lends nho might not choose to venture to come 
to see him In the day, at Icaat hefore the deter- 
>n of the Nayhe had been heard concerning hitn. 
omet Gibberti, whom Mr. Bruce had p«neetly 
J, and who waa fnllv acquainted with his aua- 
concemingtbe NayW, went onshore the same 
;; and b^s himself an Abyssinian, and hav- 
ineiionBln Hassuab, he found means that nisht 
atch to Adona, the capital of TIgre, those Tet- 
lich Mr. Bruce knew to he of the greatest im- 
le. He Informed Jannl, a roniideutial servant 



In Qrcek, that he w 



n Mahomet Gibberti ti; 



iidlseon board the vessel which brought Mr. 
There were two elbow chairs, placed in the 
of th« market-place. Achmet sat on one of 
vhlle the several oHicers opened the bales aod 
es before bim; the ntber chair on liis lelt baud 

Ety. He Tfas dressed all in white, in a lon^ 
abit of muslin, and Bclose-bodiedtrockreach- 
119 ancles, much like the white frock and petii- 
tiicii ynun)! children wear in England. Tbrs 
of dj-ess did not in any way feuit Aclnnel's 
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iliape or size : but, it seems, he meant to be in gala. 
Ai soon as Mr. Bruce came In sight of him, our tra- 
Teller doubled his pace : Mahomet Qibberti's servant 
ifvhispered to him not to kiss his hand, which he in- 
tended to liave done. Achmet stood up, just as lie ar- 
rived within arm's length of him ; when they touched 
each other's hands, carried their fingers to their 
lips, then laid their hands across their breasts ; Mr. 
£vuee pronounced the salutation of the inferior Salam 
Alicum! ** Peace be between us;" to which he an- 
swered immediately, Alicum Salam ! ** There is peace 
between us." He pointed to the chair, which our 
trayeller declined ; out he obliged him to sit down. 

In these countries the greater honour that is 
shewn you at the first meeting, the more considerable 
present is expected. Achmet made a sign to bring 
coffee directly, as the immediate offering of meat 
ur drink is an assurance that your life is not in 
danger. He began with an air that seemed rather 
serious : " We have expected you here some time 
ago, but thought you had changed your mind, and 
was gone to India." *' Since sailing from Jidda/' 
replied Mr. Brnce, ** I have been in Arabia Felix, 
the Gulf of Mocha, and crossed last from Loheia." — 
" Are you not afraid," said he, " so thinly attended, 
to venture upon these long and dangerous voyages V* 
" The countries," answered Mr. Bruce, "where I have 
been, are either subject to the Emperor of Constan- 
tinople, whose finnan I have now the honour to pre- 
sent you, or to the regency of Cairo, and porte of Ja- 
nissaries — here are their letters— or to the Sheriffe of 
Mecca. To you. Sir, I present the Sheriffe's letter ; 
and, besides these, one from Metical Aga, your friend, 
who, depending on your character, assured me this 
alone would be sufficient to preserve rue from ill-usage 
so lon^ as I did no wrong ; as for the dangers of the 
road irom banditti and lawless persons, my servants 
are veteran soldiers, tried and exercised trom their 
infancy in arras, and I value not the 8U\\e.t"ws. vcass^'iix. 
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of cairardly and diiorderly penouB." He then re- 
turned Ur. Braes the leCten, aaying, " Voa will glva 
tbese to tlis Ka; be to-maiTDw ; IwilHteep Hetical's 
letter, lu it is to me, uid will read it M iiome." He 
pat it accord logly in hit bosom; and hating Dnlahed 
coffee, oar traieller me to take bia leaie, uid was 
presently wetted to the skin by delugea of orange - 
llower-water, ahowered upon him aom the right 
•nd left, by two of Acbmet's attendant!, from sllTer 
bottles. 

A vary deoent honse had been provided ; which 
Mr. Brace liad no sooaer entered, than a large dinner 
was sent by Aclunet,vitb aprofusion of iemons, and 

C fresh water, now become one of the greatest de- 
les in life ; soon after, Lis baggage was ell sent 
unopened; with wliich Mr. Bruce was ve^ well 

Eieued, being afraid lest any thing might be done to 
is clock, telescopes, or qqadranl, by the Tiolent 
manner In which the %norant people might satisfy 
their ciuiosity. 
I^te In the evening Mr. Bruce r 



c partlcolarty 
;hai»cter and 



informed concerning our traveller's chaiKcter 
views. ThcdF hiquiries tieing answered in asatisfiic- 
tory mnnni-r, Mr. Bruce said that he had been tai^lit 
to rely iu a p.irticnlur manner on his visitor as a 
friend, in whioh quality lie wished to offer bim a 
si^porate thiiugh small aclinowledgmeot. He there- 
fore reqnested his acceptance of a pair of pistols; 
but 03 Achmel wished this transaction to remun 
secret, be declined taking them at that time. " Let 
the piBlois remain with yuu," said be, "and shew 
them to nobody, till I send you a man, to whom you 
may say any thmg, and he shsll ^o betireen you and 
me ; (or there is in this place a number of devils, not 
me:i; but Ulla Keriiii— God is great. The pfu^soa 
lliat brings yoa dry da.te9, in an Indian iiandkercbief^ 
mid au earthen bottie to drink ^our water out o^ 
ATiVe hint the pistols." Ai;c0t4inK\3,otvX\ve»»^,* 



famalii (Idve came with tha proper uredeUitild, unii 
nMiied tbe preunt dntined for Aehmet. 

la tbc iDorping of the Slat, the Nsybe c*ni« from 
Aiiieeko. The usail way i> hj lea ; it is about )»a 
Icaffna itTBight acnias tns bay, but ■oiunrbat more 
by Jand. The pawaice fW>m the mala Is on the nortli 
■ue of the Lsland, which is not above a quarter of a 
mile hro»d ; there is a large cislera for rain-water on 
tbe land-aide, where you embark aeross. He was 
poorlj attended by three or four servants, miserably 
iQoonted, and about fort; naked saTases on foot, 
armed wilh short lances and crooked knives. The 
drum beat before him all the way from Arkeeko to 
Hassaab. Upon entering the boat, the dram on the 
land-eida ceased, and these on what is called the Cas- 



great trepidi 

eaitkien jars, such as they send bntter in to Arabia; 
tlie months of nhich are covered wi:h s skin, so that 
■ stranger, on Beeing two or three of these togelher, 
would run a great risk of believing them to be jare of 
batter, or pickles, carefully covered with oiled parch- 
ment. All the procession was m the same style. Tbe 
Naybe was dressed io an old shabby l^rkish habit 

been made about the time of Sultan Selini. He were 
also upon hi& bead, a TurliiBh cowke, or high cup, 
which scarcely admitted any part of bis iiend. in 
this dress, wliich on him had a truly ladicrous ap- 



ie caftan, or in 

island 01 Mdssuab ; and, being thereb __^ 

of the Grand Seignior, he consented tliat day tc 
callt'dOmar Aga, in honour of the commiiaioa. 'i»i> 
standards of white silk, striped with red, were canit il 

house to receive the compliments of his friends. In 
the afternoon of that day, Mi. Bruce ««TA.^a'^'i\-n 
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Bmee understood him in this, he spoke Arabic, aiid 
•poke it well. A silence followed Uiis short conver- 
satioA, and Mr. Bruce took the opportunity to give 
him m» present, with which he okL not seem dis- 
pletsed, but rather tliat it was below him to tell him 
•o; for, without saying a word about it, he asked 
wnnre the Abuna of Hebesh was ? and why he tarried 
•o loog^ Mr. Bruce said, the wars in Upper £g>'P^ 
had made the roads dangerous ; and it was easy to 
see, Omar longed much to settle accounts with him. 
Our traveller now took his leave of the Naybe, very 
Uttle pleased with his reception, and the smaU account 
he seemed to make of his letters or of himself. 

The inhabitants of Massuah were dyuae of the small 
poz, 80 that it was feared the living would not be suf- 
fidimt to bury the dead. The whole island was filled 
with shrieks and lamentations both night and day. 
The.people at last began to throw the bodies into tile 
sea, which deprived our traveller and his attendants 
of uieir great support, fish, of which they had eaten 
some kinds that were excellent. Mr. Bruce had 
suppressed his character of physician, fearing lest he 
bhould be detaiucd on account of the multitude of sick. 

On the 15th of October the Navbe came to Massuah, 
and dispatched the vessel which brought Mr. Bruce 
over ; and, as if he had only waited tm this evidence 
was out of the way, he, that very night sent word that 
our traveller was to prepare him a handsome present. 
He gave in a long list of particulars to a great amount 
which he desired might be divided into three parcels, 
and presented three several days. One was to be 
given him as Naybe of Arkeeko ; one as Omar Aga, 
representative of the Grand Snignior ; and one for 
ha vine passed the baggage gratU, and unvisited, es- 
pecially the larse quadrant. As tlie assurance of pro- 
tection, which Mr. Bruce had received from AcLuiet, 
gave him some courage, he answered, *' That, having 
a firman of the Grand Seignior, and letters from Meti- 
cal Aga, it was mere generosity should he ^Iv^ lv\v&. 



Omw Aks, 
It and sold. 



nor had muchuidue on boud, tliercibre hod no od9- 
tnms W paj." Upon tliii the Navbe lent for Mr. 
Bruee ta hi> bouec, wliera lie Ibund hiffl in a violent 
fury, and maii; aaeleaa words passed on botb tides. 
At Inst be peremptorily said, llmt ualesG Ur. Bruce 
bad Cbree Lnndrod omiccB af gold ready to pay him 
on Cbu falloolns Handay, upon hia luading from Ar- 
keckOj he woulci confine him in a dudgeon, withotit 
light, air,or meat, till the boiiKi cumethroDgh hiasiiin 
for want. — Mr. Brace turned hia back without any 
ooBwer cr salutation, aoil had acarcely reached borne 
when a message came irom the N'ayhe* desiring he 
would send him two bottles afaqua-vitCQ. Mr. Bruce 
gate the servant two bottlPS of cinnaroon-irBter, 
which he refused to lake till the owner had Uistcd 
them ; hut they were not a^'reeiible tn the rfaybt, 
and mere thereiore returned. 

All this time Hr. Bruce >ery much woadered what 
was become of Acbmet, who, with Mahomet Qibberti, 
remained at Arkeeko: at last he heard from theKay- 
be's servant that he was ill in bed of a fever. Mr. 
Bruce sent to tbe Naybe to desire leave tt ^o to Ar- 
keeko, who answered Burlily, he might go it he could 
find H boat; aud, indeed, he hod taken his measurea so 
well that not a boat would stir for money or persuasion. 

On tbe 28th of October the Nsiy be came again from 
Arkeeko to MassuBh,and,aa Mr. Bruce was told, in a 
very ill humour with liim. He soon received a mes- 
sage to attend him, and found him in a lai^e waste 
room like a barn, and about sixty people witli him. 
Thb was his divau, or grand council, with all his 
janissaries and offlcers ul state, all naked, assembli d 
m parliament. A comet !i;iil u|ipeared a few iiii\i 
after his arrital in Massuah ; it had been many dius 
visible in Arabia Felix, being then in its perilieliun ; 
and, after passing its conjunction ivith the sun, it now 
appeared at JUadsuali early in the evening, receiiir ^ 



r^= ■■ 

rtO it« Bplielion. Mr. Bruce liad been obKrred watcli- 
I Uglt with grealineDtioii ; and the Isrge tubeiaf the 



WMcape hadgiTcn oSsDce tu the igDOtD.nt people. 



' IfteflntqucBtion tlieNayba asked, was, " WtiBltl . 
ooautmeant, andwKy Itsppested?" And before Mr. 
Brace could answer hioi, he aguin iaiii, " The Bm 
time it via visible it brought the small-pox, whicli 
hpi killed above a thoiuaiid people ia Maesuaii and 
: J^keeko. It ii known that yon converied with it 
tBrerynightnt Loheia; it has now followed ;ou again 
K'to llnisLi the few that remain, and Iben you are to 
VMrry It Into AbvBiihiis. What Late you to do wilh 
I; the comet. 

Without giving oar traveller leave to epesk, the 
ll flayba's brothEF Emir Acbmel, then said, "That he 
[ mta in&rmed Mr. Bruce wds an engineer going 1o 
.; Micliad, goiemor of Tlgre, to teach tiie Abysaiuiana 
lo moke cannon and gunpowder ; that the Hrit attack 
iraeto be against Massnah." Fiieorsiit ocliera spoke 
much in liie wuue alrain ; and the Saybe concluded 
by enylag, " That be would send Mr. Bruee in chainii 
to Conitnntlnople, unlcu be nent to Hsmazen, with 
his brother Emir Achmet, to Die bot'wella there, and 
that this nas the tesulution uf all the jaui^sBries ; for 
Mr, Bruce had concealed ills being a physician. 

Mr. Bruce, who had nut yet spokeo, now inquired 
ifall those attendants were janiBsaries, and where WBS 
their cotDmandmg officer.' A well-looking tdderly 
man aiuwered that he was Sarder of the janiswtrlei. 
" If you ore Sorder then," said our traveller, " tbte 
finnan orders yon to protect me. Tbe Naybe ia a 
man of Ihin country, tw int'iuber of the Ottoman em- 
pire." A general niurniur of approbation followed, 
. aod Me, Brime continued by declaring that lie never 
would go to Humazen, as he suspected that the de- 
«lga of tbe Naybe and Emir Acumet In wishing to 
■end bim thither was to rub and murder him out of 
sight. " Dog of a Cliriitianl" cried Emir Achmet, 
puttli^ his hand to hjs knife, " it the Naybe vatit»^. 



— "No," aaidthe Sarder, "hecoaldnot; I wuuldnot 
tuBei any Bucli thing ; Achniel Is the Stranger'a 
friend, and recommenfleii me lo day to Me no Injnry 
done Idm; heb HI, or nould liaie bEmi here himarflf. 
" Aehmet," reanmed Mr. Bruce, " is my friend, and 
IfBis God ; wete 1 nut fiindered by the ff aybe from 
leelug him, bis eiukTieSB would belorii this time liave 
been rcmoied. I mil go l:a Achmet at ArkeeliD, but 
not la Hamazen, noi ever uguin to the Nuylie here in 
Mussunh. WliBtBver happens to me must belal me 
in my own bouee. Consider what a figure afew nalicd 
men wili malie, the day m; countrvuien oak the rea- 
■on of tliia citiier lii^re ur iii .imbia.'^ He iboo tumad 
hii back on the asBembly, and witliont ceremony de- 

Eurtsd. As he was goini; he heard a voice say be- 
indhim: "A brave man 1 Wallah Engtete! True 
Engliabman, by G— d." Oar traveiltr went away in 
canalderable aftitation, ss it was plain his afiatrawere 
coming to a crisis, forgoodorforevil. He observed, 
or thought he observed, all the people shun him. He 
we« upon his guard, and did not nish tlieoi to come 

a man passed cl 

Arabic, " Fear nothing," or, " Be not alraid." This 
bint, abort aa it was, gave him no small courage* 

Mr. Bruce liad scarcely dined, nLen a servant came 
witbaletCerfromAehmet at Arkeeko, telling him bow 
ill he had been, and how corryhe was that our travel- 
told hiin he could help liiin. He rrauesled Mr. 
Bruce to keep the bearer with him in his house, and 
give him churge of the gale till lie could come to 
Massuah himself. Mr. Bruce i:ow saw through the 
treachery of the Haybe. IJe had not, indeed, for- 
bidden him to go and see his nepiiew, but be had 
forbidden any boat to cany liim : and tbis our Ira- 
reller told the senant, nlio departed the same night 



I fgt Arkceko, lesTbi^ another man vith orders to ad- 
iDit nobody, and advising Mr. Bmeeto defend hlmiieir 
■ihoald ony person attempt to fonMan entrance. 

About twelve o'clock ut night a man came to the 
door, and deairad to be admitted ; wlijch reqnen was 
refused arilbout any ceremony. Then cama two or 
three more, in the numeorAelimet, whunere told by 
the gervant that Ihey woald not be admitted. They 
tiieo asked to apeak with Mr. Bruce ; and grew rerj 
InmultuouB, pressing with their hacks oguinst the door. 
When Mr Bruce (who had now acquired some confi- 
dence) came to them, a young roan among tliem, aaicL 



(for HI they call brandy) with him. Our tmveller lold 

met, or any otberjiersou at night, and tliat he never 
drank arraiiky. Tflcy attempted %'aio to force open 

were cracks in if, Mr. Bruce put the point of a sword 
through one of them, desiring ihem to he cautious of 
hurting themselnis upon the iron spikes. SliJI lliey 
attempted to force open Ihedonr, nlien the serrant 
told tliem, that Achinet, when he left the charge uf 
that door, iiad ordered them to lire upon all who 

had ti>c desirL'd eilvcl, and they soon retired. 

On the 4tli of November, the servant of Achinet 
returned lii a boat IVom Arkeeko, and nith him four 
Janissaries. Achmet was not yet well, and was very 
dealrom to see Mr. Bruce. He suspected tiiat he was 
either poisoned or bewitched, and hud tried many 
charms without efiiict. Our traveller arrived at Ar- 
keeko about eleven, passed the door of the Najbe 

honse, ill of an iatfnnicting feter, under the Tery 
norst of regimens. His bead ached violently. Mr, 
Bruce gave him proper remedies to ease his pains and 
his stomach, and the next iDaminf;be|juivW&\A^. 
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Ha MtMbantiUlhBatbiii Uw nonilic at oUch 
tiaa AebMct nw&BB fton Ibefeier. Mr. Brace left 
Iiiiii,hawsTer,iaa*d«wito arevcMUi ntarn; and 
jUhmet told Urn on tha 1th, bt would amt with 
boaM and aoi to briag hia aod hla baggage to Ar> 
keeko, and deliTer him &«ni the boodags of HaHDab. 

Un tbe 6tta, in the PHunbig, while at bnaUhat, 
Hr. Brace *ai told that three •enatt* had anlf ed 
from Tign ; one from Jasni, a young num lati dne, 
who ^mAo and wrote Oraekpeiftctly; tbeothortwo 
Mrraoti wece Baa Hlcbael'a, oriMher tbe hhi(^ twlh 
wemiug the red ibort cloak Uned and tnraed an wiib 
mazarine blae, which is thehadgeoftbe kin^aeer' 
van^and le ealledabilii)«. Bai BUcbad'a ktlsn to 
the Naybe were very abort. He ardeied him to fiir- 
iiiali Mr. Brace with necewariee, and dtapatcta bim 
wililiDut low of time. 

In theatumoon, Mr. BrnceemlnikedforMamiah. 
At the Bhore he received a meuage frnm tlie Naybe 
to come and Bpeak to bim; bnt lie retomed for 
uuwer, it vw impoaaible, u lie waa obliged to go to 
Uaeauah to get medicinea for his nephew Achmet. 
At eight o'clock be reached the island, where he eon- 

a ted his obsenation, and |irepared unmolested bx 
dewtnre from a spot infamoiu for tbe quantity of . 
Cbiistiaa blood shed tliere on treacheroua pretences. 
The houses of Meeaaab are, in general, bnilt of 
poles and bent craas, aa Id tbe tonns of Arabia; bat, 
beajdes these, there are about twenty of slooe, six or 
eight of which are two Bloneii eacb ; ttaongh the se- 
cond seldom conaisteof mure than one room, end that 
geaerally not a large one. The suoea are drawn 
out III the sea, aa at Dahalae ; end in these we see the 
beds uf that mussel, or shell>ll9b, found to be cotttained. 
in the solid rock at Maban, called Dattoli da Tnare, 
or sea-dales, the tish of which Mr. Bruce never eaw 
in the Red Sea ; though tber.^ b no doubt tbej might 
bn fuuad in the rocky islands atwut Massoah, if the 
rocka were l>rokeo lor tiiam. 
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Although Massuali is eitoated m the very entrance 
ofAbysBuaJa, a very plentiful country, yet all the ne- 
eesMries of life are scarce and dear. Their quality, 
toOyis very indifferent. This is owing to the dimculty, 
expense, and danger, of carrying the several articles 
tiDoagh the desert flat country called Samhar, which 
Ues between Arkeeko and the mountain^ of Abyssinia ; 
M weU as to the extortions exercised by the Nay be, 
who takes, under the name of customs, whatever 
part he pleases of the goods and provisions broaght 
to the maxid : by which means the profit of the seller 
is so small as not to be worth the pains and risk of 
brioghig it. 

A considerable trade is carried on at Massuali, not- 
withstanding these inconveniences, narrow and coii- 
floed as the island is, and violent and unjust as is the 
gjoremment. But it is all done in a slovenly manner, 
aad for articles where a small capital is invested. 
Propcnrty here is too precarious to risk a venture in 
vainable commodities where the hand of power enters 
into every transaction. 

The goods imported from the Arabian side are blue 
cotton, Surat cloths, and cochineal ditto, called Ker- 
mis, fine cloth from diiferent markets in India; coarse 
wMte cotton cloths from Yemen ; cotton unspun from 
ditto in bales ; Venetian beads, crystal, drinking and 
looking-glasses ; and cohol, or crude antimony. Tliese 
three last articles come in great quantities from Cairo, 
first in the coffee-ships to Jidda, and then in small 
barks over to this port. Old copper too is an article 
on which much is gained, and a great quantity is 
imported. 

The 6alla,and all the ?arious tribes to the westward 
of Gondar. wear bracelets of this copper ; they say 
at times, tnat, near the country of Gongas and Guba, 
it has been sold, weight for weight, with gold. There 
is a shell, likewise here, an univalve of tiie species of 
volutes, which sells at a cuba, or ten paras. 

As there is no water in Massuah, the numbec <^< ^sc^v- 



have Dotliing singular in tbem, and ure tbe gre; and 
the wliite gull, and thesmull bird culled the tea-lark, 
or peckeiel. Tlie skv-lark la seen here, hnt li muu 
the whole jenr, till tfie first rain falla in November : 
lie then moanti rery high, mid sings in the very beat 

Arkeeko, a large town on the bottom of the bay cf 
Hassuab,lui8wiiLer, bat labonra undtr the saiaeiear- 
clty of nroviiiond; for the tract of flat land behind 
both, callod Stunhar, is & mirfect desert, and only iO' 
^ubitcil from the month of November to April, by a 
variety of wandering Iribet, called Torn, Hoiorta, 
Shiho, and Doha, and these oarry all their cattle lo 
the Abyisioiau side of the muunuiua when the rains 
lull there, which are ihc opiiasite six muiitha. When 

no longer In 9aiuhar, or tiie iduminiun of the Naybe, 
hut in Che hands iif the Abysstoians, who thereby, 
without being at tile e:ipenH!aDd trouble of marching 
against Mseiuah with an army, can make a linerannd 
ii.itTid starve all at Arkueko and Uu99ii!ih,by prohi- 

Ma»uah is very unwholesome, as, indeed, Is the 
whole coast of the Red Sea from Suez to Babelman- 
del, but more especially beCweeuthe tropics. Violent 
fevers, called there tieOad, make the principal flgnre 
in this fatal list, and generally terminate the third day 
in death. If the patient survives till the fifth day, h< 
viTy often recovers by druiklng water only, an' 
throwing a quantity of cold water upon hiin, even i 
hb bed, where be is permitted to lie without attemp 
ing to make him dry, or change hie bed, till anotfc 

There is no remedy so sovereign hero as the bai 
but it must be given in very different times and m 
inr* from those pursued in Europe. Were a physi 
III lake lime to prepare his patient for the biirlr 




itching lilm piirgutivES, henould be dead or tlie 
-_ .'er b^rore Ida preparatufii was compleled. Imirie- 
dialely wben a. Duuwa or aversion (Uiiat,t'requ<!iitf)t9 
of yanning, etriilni'iis about theeyes, and an anusiial, 
bui not painful lenBation along tlie spinSj conicF on, 
no time ii Ilien to be lost j Bmall diHcs of tlic bark 
must be frequently repeated, and perfect abatinence 
obaerved, nnJew from copious drauyhtu of raid waltr. 
Tha second ortbird date of the bark, if any quantity 
ia swfljlowed, never faUi to purge : and if this evotu- 
ntion is copious, the patient rarely dies; hut, on tbe 
contrary, bis recoiery Is generally rapid. Moderale 
purging, tben, la fur the most part to be adopted ; 
and rice is a inucb better food tiian fruit. 

Ipecocuanbfthotli faligues the patient and heightens 
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be somevrbat obacure and uncertain. 

The next disease, which we may say ia endemiiil 
in the countries before-meationed, is called hcmzeer, 
tbe hags or tbe twiriej and is a swelling of tbe glands 
of (he throat, and under the arms. This the i^W-Hii- 



eiideBTOar to bring lo a sapunrstion, 
tJiey then open tlitra in sBTetal placn ; 
""" "If! follows, and a diaeasK very much 



rcscmblinB what is (tailed in Europe the evil. 

Tim next, tliuugh not a d»ii(i;Brnu3 complaint, 
a very terriblti appeanuice. Small tubercles or s' 
lliiea appear alt over the body, but thickest in 
thighs, arms, and lungs. Tueiie airelUnsi go uui 
cotne for weeks logetlier without pain; tbungh tli 
legs often swell to a monstrous Blue as in tiie dropF- 
SumetiiDeg tUe patientB have uleen in their i ~ 



nantconaequenceaof the venerea! diaeas 



•( the maliiF- 

- BSD. Si 



N 



yield bioad ; in other respects tlie patient is generally 
in Kood healtb, saving the pains the uleers give him, 
and IheBtillgivalerutieaaineesDFmindwbieh he auf- 
fera from the spoiiing of the smouilmess at his skin ; 
for all the nations in Africamithin ihetropiesare won- . 
derfullyajfectedat theamaUeatemptlonorraat^hnees f 
oftheskln. A hlack of aeniinarwill hide himself in 
the hODse where it is dark, and la not to be seen by f 
liisfriendi, if he ahonld have two or three pimples on I 
any part of his body. Nor is there any remedy, how- 
ever violent, that they will not fly to for immediate 
relief. Scars and wonndaare no blemiabes; and Mr. 
Bruce Iibs seen tbem, for three or four pimples on 
their bracelet arm, safter the application of a nd-hot 
iron with great resolution und iionstancy. 

Tlie neit eomplauit common in these countries is 
called Farenlfit, a rorruiiiiou of an Arabic word, 
which signifies the worm uf Pharaoh, all bad things 
■King by the Arabs atli'ibuttd to thefc poor kings, 
— '■- *• '•« looked up™ by posterity as the evil 



gvnii of the country whieli ihey once governed. Tlds 

citraordinary animal only afificla tlios — ■■ '- 

the constant lialilt of drhiking stugnani 



citraordinary animal only afificla tliose wl 
"Ttaki ' 

kingdoaia of Sennaar, or found by di^in); 
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where H is making its way to Its proper level, 
tbe sea, alter fidling down the side of the mountains, 
alter the tropical siins. This plagae appears indis- 
criminately in every part of the oody, though oftenest 
io the legs and arms ; hut Ur from affecting the fleshy 
piMrts of Ihe body, it generally comes oat where the 
oone has least flesh upon it On looking at this worm , 
at its first appearance, a small black nead is visible, 
with a hooked beak of a whitish colour. Its body is 
seemii^ly of a white silky texture, very like a small 
' tendon bared and perfectly deaned. After its ap- 
' peaiance the natives of these countries, who are used 
to It, seize it gently by the heed, and wrap it round 
ft tldn pieoe m silk or small bird's feather. Every 
day, or several times a day, they trv to wind it up 
apOQ the quill as far as it comes readily; and, upon 
the small^t resistance, they give over for fear of 
breaking it. Mr. Bruce has seen five feet, or some- 
thing more of this extraordinary auiinal, winded out 
with invinciUe patience in the course of three weeks. 
No inflanmiation then remained, and scarcely anv 
redness round the edges of the aperture ; only a small 
quantity of lymph appeared in the hole or puncture, 
which scarcely issued out upon pressing. In three 
days it was commonly well, and left no scar or dim- 
ple implying loss of substance. 

Onr traveller himself experienced this complaint. 
He itttB reading upon a sofa at Cairo, a few days af- 
- ter his return from Upper Egypt, when he felt in the 
fore part of his leg, upon the bone, about seven inches 
below the centre of tlie knee-pan, an itching resem- 
bling what follows the bite of a musquito. Upon 
scratching, a small tumour appeared very like a mus- 
quito's bite. The itching returned about an hour af- 
terwards ; and, being more intent upon reading than 
hfs leg, he scratched it till the blood came. He soon 
after observed something like a black spot, which had 
already risen considerably above the surface of the 
t>kin. All medicine proved useless ; and the disease 
14 K 



not being known et Culro, tliere vas nothing for it. 
but w hfne recourse to Ihe only received manner uf 
treating it in tiila country. Atiout three Inches of the 
worm viBB winded out upon apiece of raw eilii In itie 
first weeb, witliouC pain or ferer : but It was brolien I 
HfienvBnls through the carelcisneu Bud rusimeaft oS I 
tlie siir^fsan, when changing a paulllce un board tlie 
thip in which be returned to Fruoce: a tiolent infloni- 
mation tallowed ^ the ie^ swelled bo aa to scarce leave 
any appearnnoe of kai^or uncle; tlio skin, rod and | 
distendad, leeineit gUtKd like a iviiTor. The wound I 
wu now healed, and diicliaiged nothing ; and there ' 
was every appeardnce of loarlifiaation comlns on. 
The great caro and uttcntlon p»id to ium in the luza- 
retto, at Munieillea. and The skill of the anr^'eoB, at 
length overcame thl»triioli!e9omeconipliiiiit. Fifiy- 
two days hud elapsed since it firat begun ; tliirty-ilve 
of whiuh were spent in the iireateat i^-ony. It auppii - 
rated at lost; und by eiiliiFYing the ontlce, a gooii 
guaniity of matter wad disthamed. Mr, Bruce hud 
made conetant u>e nf bark, both In fomentations and 
inwardly; butdid not recovertbestrenjlh of his ieg 
entirely, till near a year after, by ueing the baths of 

The last of the etidemial dieeases mentioned by our 
author, and the most terrible of all others that can 
tail to the lot 
»ome have clioi 

bam; though in Its appearance, and in all it 
stances and st^es, it no more resembles the leprosy 
nf Palestine, than it does the gout or dropsy. Mr. 
Brace never saw the beginning of this disease. Du- 
ring the course of it, thu bee ia nt^en healthy to ap- 
pearance ; tlie eyes vivid aiid aparklinK ; those affect- 
ed have sometimes a kind of dryniisa upon the skin iif 
their bucks, whlcli, upon ecratching, leaves a meaii- 

of his recollection, ta ivhicli It resembled tlii? leprosy ; 
but it has no Bctluieas. Tlieuoir,Ioo,iEiof itBuutural 
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colour : not white, yeUowbh, or thin, as in the lepro- 
ly ; bat so far from it that, thouffh the Abyssinians 
Mve very rarely hair upon tiieir cnm, people, appa- 
rently in the last stage of tiie elephantiasis, may be 
Been with a very good beard of its natural colour. 
. The appetite Is generally good during this disease ; 
mtf does any change of regimen aflfect uie complaint. 
t!he pulse is only subject to the same yariations as in 
those who have no declared nor predominant illness ; 
they have a constant thirst, as the lymph, which con- 
tinually oozes from their wounds, probably demands 
to be replaced. It is averred by the Abyssinlans that 
It is not infectious. Our traveller had seen the wives 
of those who were in a very inveterate stage of this 
iOnesB, who had borne them several children, who were 
Tet perfectly free and sound from any contagion : nay, 
he never obserred children visibly mfected with this 
disease at all ; though none of them had the api)ear- 
ance of health. It is said that the elephantiasis, 
though surely bom with the infant, does not become 
visible till the approach to manhood, and that it 
sometimes passes by a whole generation. 

The chiei seat of this disease is from the bending 
of the knee downwards to the ancle ; the leg is swelled 
to a great degree, becoming one size from bottom to 
top, and gathered into circular wrinkles, like small 
hoops or plaits ; between every one of which there is 
an opening that separates it all round from the one 
above, and which is all raw flesh, or perfectly exco- 
riated. "From these circular divisions a great quantity 
of lymph constantly oozes. The swelling of the leg 
reaches over the foot, so as to leave about an inch or 
little more of it seen. It should seem that the black 
colour of the skin, the thickness of the leg, and its 
shapeless form, and the rough tubercles, or excres- 
censes, very like those seen upon the elephant, give 
the name to this disease, and form a striking resem- 
blance between the distempered legs of this unfortu- 
nate individual of the human species, and those of 



the nolild quadruped, tlie elepLant, when ia Full 
Tiaour. 

Mr. Brure't first general odflce to b tTBTeller, is, 
to remember well wltat was the state nl'hb cnnntita- 

coDiplainla wBte, if he Lad any; fur fear frequently 
seizes upon the fimt sight of the many and sudden 
deaths we gee ttpon our first arrival; and our spirits 
ore so lowered by perpetual perspirallnu, and niir 



. . . . .. whpurBinto 

eternity. This hns a bad effect ia the ler; sligiitcut 
diBDrden;sa that it halti heuome proverbial— If yon 
think yuu i^hiill die, you Eh;i]l die. 

If a traveller finds that be is as veil after haviug 
been some time in this country as he viaa before en- 
tering it, bis best nay is to make no innovation in his 
regimen, farther than abftling something; in the quan- 
tity. But if he is ofa tender constilulion, he cannot 
act more wisely than to follow implicitly the regimen 
of sober healthy people of Ibe country, wiibuut argu- 
ing DDon Buropeun notions, or substiluling what we 
consider as succedaneums to what we see^ist d on tbe 
spot. All spirits are to be avoided; even bark isbet- 

laied by profuse perspiration, needs snmetliin^ to 
strengthen, not to inflame, and enable it to peform 

If speakrngof''heasts) the natives of all eastern coun- 
tries season every species of food, even the simfilrst 



iseptics Providence bus plnnti 



these conntriea for this use ; and the ni 
from the earliest time, had rec 
hence, in these dangerous dim 
ai healthy as ive are in our non 
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. Qiur author lays it down* then, as a positire rule of 
bealth, that the warmest diahee the natiTes delight in 
«fe the lEost wholesome strangers can use in the pu- 
trid climates of the Lower Arabia, Abyssinia. Sen- 
paar, and Egypt itself: and that spirits, and all fer- 
inented liquors, should be regarded as poisons ; and, 
fbt fear of temptation, not so much as be carried 
9iong with you, unless as a menstruum for outward 
applications. Spring, or running water, if you can 
nnd it, is to be your only drink. You cannot be too 
nice in procuring this article. But as, on both coaeto 
of the Ked Sea, you scarcely find any but stagnant 
water, the way which our traveller practised, when 
i^t any place that allowed time and opportunity, was 
always this. He took a quantity of fine sand , washed 
It from the salt quality with which it was impregnated, 
and spread it upon a sheet to dry ; he then filled an 
oil-iar with water, and poured into it as much from a 
boiling kettle as would serve to kill all the animalcula 
and eggs that were in it. He then sifted the dried 
sand, as slowly as possible, upon the surface of the 
water in the jar, till the sand stood half a foot at the 
bottom of it ; after letting it settle at night, he drew it 
off by a hole in the jar with a spigot in it, about an inch 
above the sand ; then threw the remaining sand out 
upon the cloth, and dried and washed it a^ain. This 
process is sooner performed than described. The 
water is as limpid as the purest spring, and little infe- 
rior to the finest Spa. Drink largely of this without 
fear, according as your appetite requires. By violent 
perspiration the aqueous part of your blood is thrown 
oft; and it is not spirituous liquor can restore this, 
whatever momentary strength it may give you from 
another cause. When hot and almost fainting with 
weakness from conthiual perspiration, Mr. Bruce has 
<:one into a warm bath, and been immediately restored 
to strength, as upon first rising in the morning. 

In Nubia, never scruple to throw yourself into the 
coldest river or spring you can find, in whatever de- 



i-e of hsut yon Bre. The reaoon of [he ilBennce 
. Europe is, tliBt wlien, byTioleiJce,yc*a have jHieed 
Durself to an extnionlinary degree of hrat, the cold 
rater in which you plange youraelf FlteFha jonr per- 
i]]irulion, Had Bliubi your pore> swidpni)', the meilium 
isiueirtoo cold, and yoa do not use Ibrce (ufliduDt to 
bring liacktLe penpirnlion , which nought but aolioii 
ouoasloned : whereas, In llieee wnrni cottnlrlts, your 
peraplration Ib uHturol and constaat, though nonotbin 
be uami, ouly fruni the temperature or tlie medium ; 
therefore thansh your pares areshul, tliemoinent you 
plunge ygunelf into tlie cold irater, the Biiiiple condi- 
tion of the ODtward-air again coven yon with pearl« 
of sweat the moment you einerge: una yon beuin the 
expanse of the aquean's paixofyourhlumlsfn^li froui 
the new stock that you hace Mil in by yourlmmvr- 
Bion. Forlhia reason, if you are well, del ugeyoarself 
trom head to lout, even in the huuse, where water is 
plentiful, by directing aservant to throw huckets upon 
you at least once a day when you are hottest ; not 
from any ImaginBtion that the water braces you,asil 
is called, for youi brncinsB will last only fora very fev 
minutes : inundations wul carry watery pnrlicles inti 
jiour blood, thoogh not equal to bathing In runoin 

water, and the action of the limbs, all conspire lot' 
beneUl you are quest of. 

Do not fuligueyouraelf if possible. Exereise is - 
either bo necessary or so salutary here as in Eurt 
Use fruits sparingly, especially if too ripe. Them 
or banana, in Arabia Felii, are rotten-ripe when ' 
are brooght to you. Avoidall sorta of truits ei)- 
for sale in the markets, as it lias probably bet 
thered in the sun, and carried miles in it, and - 

U//OB a table covered with a coarse cloth, and 
frequently a giiuntity of water u^on it ■, and 
liutg an opportUTUty, gatliet it in the iev 
"'fTOj/jg-iieforedawiiofdayifor t\iCTiit.i4^ 



TRAVBLS IN ABYSSINIA. 135 

^ Biee and pillaw «re the best food ; fowls are very 
\^f eggB are worse; greens are not wholesome. In 
4Abia the mutton is good, and, when roasted, may 
bo Mten warm with safety ; perhaps better, if cold. 
4J1 aoope or broths are to be avoided ; all game is bad. 
■}Mr. Bruce observes that he had known many very 
sorapuloos about eating suppers, bat, as he was per- 
suaded, without reason. The great perspiration wnich 
nslaxes the stomach so much through the day has now 
ceued, and the breathing of cooler air has given t^ 
its operations a much stronger tone. He always made 
It his most plentiful meal, if he ate meat at all. While 
at Jidda, his supper was a piece of cold roasted mut- 
ton^ and a large glass of water, during the dog days. 

It is a custom that from the first ages, 'has pre- 
vailed among the orientals, to shriek and lament 
npoa the death of a friend or relation, and cut their 
fiiees upon the temples with their nails, about the 
breadth of a sixpence, one of which is left long for 
that purpose. It was always practised by the jTews, 
and thence adopted by the Abyssinlans, though ex- 
pressly forbidden both by the law and by the prophets. 
At Massuah, it seems to be particular to dance upon 
that occasion. The women, friends, and visitors, 
place themselves in a ring; then dance slowly, figur- 
ine in and out as iu a country-dance. Tills dance is 
all to the voice, no instrument being used upon the 
occasion ; only the drum (or the butter-Jar) is beaten 
adroitly enough, and seems at once necessary to keep 
the dance and song in order. In Abyssinia too, this 
ii pursued in a maimer more ridiculous. Upon the 
death of an ozoro, or any nobleman, the twelve 
judges, who are generally between 60 and 70 years 
of age, sing the song, and dance the figure-dance, in 
a manner so truly ridiculous, that grief must have 
t iken fast hold of every spectator who does not laugh 
upon the occasion. 

On the 10th of November Mt. 'Bi\vt^\fe'l\.^^A'sj\'5Jic.^ 
with the soldiers and boata )odoTvgk3\% Xa Ks^^s^^*^ 



ISO TRjlVEbH IN AlixBelM*. 

He woa 4klflo allendeci bj tliree ftervAiits trom Ahys- 

Between Mutauali and Arkeeko, in tbu bx;, ara 
too islandB, TouliOiout luid Sfaekti 6eide; the HrsI 
on the WMl, tlie aiber on tUe suiuli. Tliey are bold 
oiilnliiibited, ana irithoiiC wutxr. Sbekh Beide hoa 
& munibout, or eiilitt'B tomb, on Il>e wcdt end. It ia 
not bail' a mde iii ]eQi(th, wben not OYorfluwed, but 
bae two larjje pobiM i>l' sand wliicb run far oat to tbe 

Touiabout, aa, at low iiBUr, scarcely tu leave a 
cliannel for tlie breudtb of a boat [o paaa between. 

At four o'clock in the aftenjoon of Ibe 13t]i, Mr. 
Bruce waited upon Iba If uybe at hi« om houae, wbo 

WHS busy, onr traveller took his lenvp of bim, only 
BlkiO'j Ilia cauimimda lor Habbeali, t<> ivlii^rh l.e an- 
Bivered, " We Imve tiraf enougli to ihink iil (iiiii ; rlo 
you come here to-morrow." Accordingly Mr. Bruce 
repeated liie visit tbe next da;, having; QratsLrutk liis 
tentaod ijotaliiiiaba^atie inrcadineHi. The Nayba 
baiinir receiced bim ui berore, told him witii a grave 
air, "Tiiatbe was willing to further !iis journey inlo 
Habb«8h to tbe utmost of his power, provided 1ip 
shewed lilni tliat conaidnution wtaicli w<ia due to him 
from ull passengers ; that, as by Ills t«nt, b.igju^ip, 

BDrl, with tlie Grand Seignior's lirinm, and all bis 
letters tustilied, less tbao lUUOpittukHs offered by bim 
wotild be putting a great HH'I'out upon bim ; liaweier, 
in cousiJeration of tbe Governor of Ti](re, to whom 
he was going, he would consent 10 receive 300, upon 
his swe^riajf not (0 divulge tliis, for loar of tlie shame 
tbat would full upon bim from abraj4." 

To Ibis Mr. Bruce answered in the same grave 
tone, that he thought bim very mrou-t to lakeSUJ 
pBtakaa with shame, when receiving lUIIO would l.u 
Tuore honourable us well as more prolitiibie ; therefoii 
be liad nolliliig to do but put that into his accown^:- 
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book with the Governor of Tigre, and settle Iiis honour 
and his interest together. As for himself, he was sent 
for by Metical Aga, on account of the king, and was 
proceeding accordingly ; and if he opposed his going 
forward to Metical Aga, he should return ; but then 
again he should expect ten thousand patakas from 
Metical A^a for the trouble and loss of time he had 
been at, which he and the Has would no doubt settle 
with him. The Nay be said notbing in reply, but only 
muttered, closing his teeth, sJieitan afrit, that devil 
or tormenting spirit. 

Those friends that Mr. Bruce had made at Massuah , 
seeing the Nay he's obstinacy against his departure, 
and knowing the cruelty of his nature, advised our 
traveller to abandon all thoughts of Abyssinia ; as in 
passing through Samhar, among the many barbarous 
people whom he commanded, difficulties would mul- 
tiply upon him daily, and either by accident, or order 
of the Naybe, he and his attendants would be surely 
cut off. Mr. Bruce, however, was too well convinced 
of the embarrassment that lay behind him if left alone 
with the Naybe, and too determined upon his journey, 
to hesitate upon going forward. He even nattered 
himself that his stock of stratagems, to prevent their 
going, was by this time exhausted ; and that the mor- 
row would see them in the open fields, free from fur- 
ther tyranny and control. 

On the loth, early in the morning, Mr. Bruce 
again struck his tent, and had his baggage prepared, 
to shew that he was determined to stay no longer. At 
eight o'clock he went to the Naybe, and found him 
almost alone, when he received him in a manner that, 
for him, might Iiave passed for civil. He began, with 
a considerable degree of eloquence, or fluency of 
speech, a long enumeration of the difficulties of their 
journey, the rivers, precipices, mountains, and woods, 
tliey vvere to pass, the number of wild beasts every 
where to be found : as also the wild savage oeople that 
inhabited those places; the moat o^ YiYv\wi, W ^vA^ 




Merelavkily nndur his comnmnil, sni) hE would Tfcom- 
"lenil tu ihem to ijo tliem &11 lauuiitr nf gaud officii. 
He iMiumanded iwoof hia locrutariia to w»ib the 
l>Fi>per letters, and ihca ardertd them coSbe. , 

dg>t, and aecmlngW fuli'jDi^d, aa Living arrived In I 
hjute from abr. Tlia Naybe, with <l cofiaiderHblei | 
•dew of uneasinos and cnnfusion, opened ihe le*tani, i 
wltiohworasiiidtobriiigtnudligeDce, thuttlieHuzortn, . 
tjiiilii>,andTDrtt, liie tiictE nuttoi>infaapDHHaalthM<> 

(lart of SamhU)' thruogli vhiuli au7 travellara' mall ' , 
ad to Dobsrwa, the iroiamon paBia^ from Mustiuh. 
to Tigre, bad ravulled. driven awny liij aervanla, and 
decldrcd themsei > ea Indepciiileiit. He then, as if >11 
Wtti over, ordered hia aecrelaries to stop writing; and, 
lilting op hil eyes, began, with grent s»rnlng devo- 
tion, to Ihaiiit God Mr. Bruce was not ulreadyon his 
journey; for, innocent aa he was, when our travel- 
lers should bave been cut olT, Che fault would have 
been imputed to him. dnzry as Hr. Brace was at 
BO barefaced a force, he co'Jd not help boratins out 
into a violent lit of loud laugbler; when tlie Naybe 



tlie reason of his luughing at such i 
now two montba (iinaweredltlr. Bruce 


a time. " It is 


) since you have 


wonder that Ido not give Into so gross 


[■way. Can you 


an imposition! 



Tills same morning, before I ... 

sence of your nepuevr Aciimet, I spoke with tw 
Shlhojiut arrived from Saiohar, who brought lettei 
to Aclimet, wlilch said all was in peace. Have yo 
later Intel! iiience than that of tills morning?" 

He was for some time without apeukuiv; then aaic 
" If you are weary of living, you are welcome to tjo 
but! will do inyduty in warning those that nro alon 
with youoftheirandyourdanger, that, when the mi< 
cliief liBppeiiB, it may not be imputed to me." " K 
iiiimtier of naked Shilio (said Mr. Bruce,) unless in 
i(;jcVeJ by you, can ever be found on our road, tlui 
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I «iU Tenture to ttteck u. Tbe Shiho haTe no fire- 

[ arms > but if yoa iiave lent on prpose tome of your 

\ aoUien that naTO flre-arms, titeae wiU discoyer by 

I wluit authority they eomo. For our part, we cannot 

I fly ; we neither know the country, the language, nor 

the watering-places, and we shall not attempt it. 

We have plenty of, dlfiisrent sorts of fire-arms, and 

your servants have often seen at MassuaJi that we are 

not ignorant of tlie use of them. We, it is true, may 

h»e our lives, that is m the hand of the Almighty ; 

bat we shall not fail to leave enough on the spot, to 

give tulBcient indication to the Icing and Ras Michael, 

who it was that were our assassins." 

Mr. Bruce then rose very abruptly to go away. It 
It impossible to give any one, not conversant with 
tibese people, any conception what perfect masters the 
most clownish and beastly among[ them are of diasi- 
mniation. The countenance of the Nay be now 
changed in a moment. In his turn he burst out into 
a bud fit of laughter, which surprised our traveller 
full as much as his some time before had surprised 
the Nay be. Every feature of his treacherous coun- 
tenance was altered and softened into complacency ; 
and he, for the iirst time, bore the appearance of a 
man. He then confessed, that the whole was only a 

Eretence to detain Mr. Bruce, that he might if possl- 
le cure his nephew Achmet, and his uncle Emir Ma- 
homet. " But since you are resolved to go, be not 
afraid. The roads arc safe enough. I will give you 
a person to conduct you, who willcarry you in safety, 
even if there was danger ; only go and prepare such 
remedies as may be proper for the Emir, and leave 
them with my nepiiew Achmet, while I finish my 
letters." This our traveller willingly consented to 
do, and on his return he found every thing ready. 

The party left Arkeeko on the 15th, taking their 
road southward, along the plain, whicli is not here 
above a mile broad, and covered with short grass, no- 
thing difierent from ours, only that the blade is 



Iirnader. Alter an boar's JDurnty, Mr. Bruise pitohed 
bb teal: ^t Laberbey, Deai a. pit of raia-nater. The 
inuuutsInB of Abyssuilu bave it eiaguUt aspect froia 
Ibl9 place, Ba tbey appeal in threu cid^es. Tbe fint 
Is of no cDniiderable beight, but full of gullies and 
broki^a croBiul, [liiuly cuvcrcii with tbraba : the 
itcuud, Gigber nnd steeper, still moru ragged and 
bare; tbe tliird i» a rati of abarp, uneiea-edawi 
luuuiLtalns, nbicb would be eounied biuh in auy 
cuunlry Id Europe. Fjr aboia tbe lop of all, lowets 
tliat (tupeodoua inasi, tbe laountain di TaisnUi, pro- 
bubly one Of tbe hl^best io the world, the point of 
wbieb is bariad in ibe clouds, and lery rarely seen 
butiiitheclearestweadiBr; aluthet times, abundoned 
toperpelualmistajid durltiiesa, tbe sautof llghtniM, 
lhuiid.r.aiidofittorm. 

In theeieuini;, a laessenger fromtlie Kaybe found 
tbaui at Iheir tent utLuberhuy.aud carried aiiay their 

nppeareil again, and witbbiiu Acbmat, the Naybe'a 
nepbew, wlio made Mr. Bruee dellvar to him the 
thirteen pieces of Sur^li clotb which bad been pro- ■ 
mlsed to Bulouiae for liis trouble, andcbanged fnuror 1 
the men wboui tbe Nov be had faruiabed lor hire to ' 
carry the baggage, putijng lour utlieni In tneir place. 
Hi; tlien Went uiio tbe t<;ai, callea fur cDttve, and 
wbile drinking it, said, " You are lulliciently per- 
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Imfe given. I have written to my officen there ; 1 hey 
will behave the better to yon for this ; and, as you are 
itnmg and robust, tlie best I can do for yon is to send ■ 
yon by a rugged rosd, and a safe one." 

Achmet a^dn gave his orders to Saloome, and, 
they all rising, saidthefedtah, or jDTYijfercifjpeace; 
which being over, Aulunefs servant gave liim a nar- 
row web of muslin, which, with his own hands, he 
'wrapped ronnd Mr. Brace's head in the manner the 
better sort of Mahometans wear it at Dixan. He 
tiien parted, saying, '* He that is your enemy is mine 
also : you shall hear of me by Mahomet Gibberti." 

This finished a series of trouble and vexation, not 
to say danger superior to any thinff Mr. Bruce ever 
before had experienced, and of wbicn the bare recitul 
will give but an imperfect idea. The^e wretches pos- 
sess talents for tormenting and alarminp;, far beyond 
the power of belief, and, by laying a true sketch of 
them before a traveller, an author does him the most 
real service. 

On the 16th, in the evening, they left Laberhey ; 
and, after continuing about an hour along the plain, 
the grass ended, the ground becoming dry, iirm, and 
gravelly, and they then entered mto a wood of acacia 
trees of considerable size. 

On the 17th, the travellers pursued their course 
along the same plain ; the bed of a torrent was their 
only road, which kept winding among mountain8 of 
no great he^ht, but bare, stony, and full of terrible 
precipices -, though its banks were covered with rack- 
trees, capers, and tamarinds. Great numbers of Shiho 
were this day met descendin<^ with their families and 
flocks from the tops of the high mountains of Habbesh 
to the plains near the sea. This change of residence 
gives toem a propensity to violence and thieving ; and 
it is a common saying in Abyssinia : " Beware of men 
that drink two waters" — in which imputation these 
and all the other pastoral tribes are included. The 
Shiho were once very numerous, but have been thinned 
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dertaking upNDn trial of the first few handred yards. 
A number of expedients, such as trailiiit; it on the 
gnmnd, (all equally fatal to the instrument) were pro- 
posed. At last, Mr. Bruce was incomparably tlie 
strongest of the company, as well as the most mter- 
ested, he, and a stranger Moor, who had followed 
them, carried the head of it for about 400 yards over 
the most difficult and steepest part of the mountain, 
which before had been considered as impracticable by 
aU. Yasine was the name of this Moor, recommend- 
ed to Mr. Bruce by Metical Aga, a person whom he 
had discoTcred to be of a most sagacious turn of mind, 
firm h&U't, and streimous nerves : never more distin- 
gofobed for all these qualities than ia the hour of im- 
minent danger ; at other times remarkable for quiet- 
ness and silence, and a constant study of his Koran. 

The instruments and baggage were, with infinite 
toil, carried near half-way tip the terrible mountain 
Taranta. The next task, which was to bring up 
the five asses, belongin'^ to the company, proved, if 
any thing, still more troublesome. Their loads hav- 
ing been taken off, the animals were left to be driven 
up by one of the attendants ; but tliese perverse crea- 
tures not only ran back down the hill, but continued 
at a brisk trot to return by the way tliey had come. 
Four Moors, with one firelock, followed them. They 
o?ertook the fugitives ; but, on their way back, the 
hyeenas, attracted from their retreats among the 
bashes, followed them step by step, and their numbers 
kept continually increasing ; so that the men, armed 
only with lances, began to be as much afraid for 
themscdTes as for the asses. At length the ravenous 
beasts became so bold, that one of them seized and 
polled down an ass, and a general engagement with 
the hyaanas was about to ensue, when the man who 
carried the firelock discharged it among them, and 
caused them all to runoff, to the great satisfaction of 
the asses and their drivers. 

It was found impossible to pitch the tents, from 

14 L 



p 


■l^H 


1 


MG TftiliiLMINA 




extrsine wcatinesa ocEBBioni 




Iiajl mada. But lliera waa i 




there was tiiit earth eiiaugfa 




mnta to hold fust B tent-pEa 








tain, wblcli had at-fyed for 1 




tanls ; Bud in these they foun 




leideiiC, place of repoie, th 








0)1 (be aiit, at balf-p&it 








wordi, increase of wages, an 
bi^an to oncfianter the othi 




Hia bsggugB now moved mu. 




preeediiiu day. The upper p 




indeed steeper, more crapgj 




than tlie Inwer, and im[puil.^ 




nutcinbarraaded so much ivil 




Tlieir knoea mid l.aiids, li,iw 




byfrequentfull5,aii.trliei.iiie 




ol- thorny baihos. Atkist tl 




moo Main, upon which is litUD 
Halai, Ihafiril they had aeen 






Itiioliieflyinhdhiltdby pom 




keeping tbeSocI:^ of men of 
townofDiuui. 




• The plain on the top of the 




in many places, sown mitli 




ready to cut down, though t 




bevun. The grun iVHa cleai 




butinferiorinsiieiothalof 




ever, grow thiukj nor was \ 




inches bish. The water is 


n 


Taranta, being onlv what ii 


1. 


boUows of the rocks, nod in pi 


I 


very tiraJ, our iraiellers pH 


II > 


top of the mountam. The 
cold, at leaal a[ipeired lo to 


w 


w 


opmie^ by tlie -jioassise heal 



TRAVfiLS IN ABYSSiniA. 1 i7 

began to fall Btroncly, and continued so till an Lour 
after sunset, though the sky was perfectly clear, and 
the smallest stars discernible. 

The people inhabiting this mountain and its envi- 
rons are not black, but of a yellowish dark complex- 
tion. Their hair is short and curled ; but the curl ia 
artificial. Tiicy wear sandals on their feet, a goat- 
skin on their shoulders, and a cotton cloth about tlieir 
middle. Abundance of beautiful cattle feed on the 
moantain. The cows are, for the most part, coni- 
pietely white, with large dewlaps hanguig to their 
fcneet, long silken hair, and wide horns Tike those 
of our Lincolnsiiire breed of black cattle. The n1ie<>p 
are large and uniformly black; with great heads, 
short ears, and hair, instead of wool. 

Here Mr. Bruce killed a large eagle, about six 
fetit ten inches from whig to whig. It seemed very 
tame till shot. The l>:iil having wounded it but 
slightly, when on tlie ground it could not be pre- 
vented from attacking the men or beasts near it wiih 
great force and lierceness, so tliat Mr. Bruce was 
obliged to stab it with a bayonet. It wild of u dirty 
white; only the head and upper part of its win^^s 
were of a light brown. 

On the morning of the 22d, they left their station 
on the top of Taranta, and soon after began to de- 
scend on the side of Tigre, through a broken and un- 
even road. After this they began to mount a small 
hill, from which they had a disthict view of Dixan. 
They pitched their tent near some marshy ground 
for the sake of water, at three quarters p:;st ten; but 
it was very bad, having been for several weeks stag- 
nant. They saw here the people busy at their wheat 
harvest; otJiers, who had fanished theirs, were tread- 
ing it out with cows or bullocks. They make no use 
of their straw ; sometimes they burn it, and some- 
times leave it on the spot to rot. 

At half-past four in the afternoon, they came to 
Dixan. As Halai was the first village, «o W\\& S& ^X^s^ 



Er»( lown in Abjssinio, nn (lie side of TaranlO. 
Dixun i« built en tlie top iif a hill, perr;:clly in fan 
of A auj{Br loat; K dtsp valley Burrounda it e?er, 
wlicre like a treucii, and the nisil wiuds spirally up 
the hjil <ill it ends among Ilie houaei. Tliis p]Hte woM 
taken afier an idHtinm e detence, by MliTlmel Slhu],, 

Scii-ernnr of Tigre during tiie reign of If awns II. when 
was inoilly fibabiled by Maiiouietans, and secretly 
^uppottadbytlieKHyLeDriilauuali. Tlie inbabitanU 
tttm exteruiiiialed, and Mluhael then funned it lo - - 
Naytx, by kLoid it was repeajtlad. It eonusls i 
high iddlow town, divided from each oilier by a i_ 
Biilenible Bpuce. Tiie loner vta iiiliiibiled by CLrla~ \ 
tiaUB, an tliey Failed lliemitisltes, nnd tlieuppi^rby tlje 
purtj of the HuybB, SBloome, Mr. Bruue'a guide, 
VH3 the ion ol' the (loteniur ior lilt latter. Acltmet 
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Srt ; und Jacnl's aervunt, who spake Greek, giving 
r. ijmce a libit to Bo no further, he tonied nliort 
towards the eustoin-Eause, and sat down with hia 
fire-louk upon a stune at the door. Tile buseai,-a 
quiukly fullutved, and all wss put safe in a kind of 
a court encinaed with a. sutficiunt etone-wail. 

It was not long before Hflgi Abdelcader, AchniBt'* 
friend, tuune to tliem, inviting Ur. Bruue civilly to 
his house, and declaring to him the friendly ordera lie 
Ji»d ruoeived from Acliuiet concerning biiu; bringing 
along with liim also a goat, some butit-r, and honey. 
Mi: iJruce excused hiniBuli ftum \e4\™£ Janni'a 
/Wend, liie Christian, where \\e ^leA fei,X a\ig.\1si-, 
^ul he rccommendud to liim'ia6nie, -BtoVai'i'oecw. 
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to shew great attachnient to Mr. Brace. In about a 
qnarter of an hour came Saloome with about twenty 
inen, and demanded oar travellers, in tlie name of 
the Nay be, as his strangers : he said they owed him 
money for conducting: tliem, and likewise for the cus- 
tom-bouse dues. In a moment near a hundred men 
were assembled round Haffi Abdelcader, all with 
shields and lances, and Mr. Brace expected to see ^ 
fray of the roost serious kind. But Abdelcader, with 
* switch in his hand, went ^vely up to Saloome ; 
aod, after chiding his partv with great authority, held 
up his stick twice over Saloouie's liead, as if to strike 
him ; then ordered him, if he had any <iemanda, to 
come to him in the evening ; upon which, both parties 
dispersed, and left them in peace. The matter wns 
settled in the evening with Saloome in an amicable 
mnnner. 

The town of Dixan consists of Moors and Christi- 
ans, and is very well peopled ; yet the only trade of 
either of these sects is a very extniordinary one, tint 
of selling children. Tlie Christians bring sucli a.s 
they have stolen in Abyssinia to Dixan as to a sure 
deposit; and tlie Moors receive them tliere,andcciriy 
them to a certuin market at Massuah, whence thi y 
are sent over to Ariibia or Inda. Tiie priests of the 
province of Ti^re, esfieciallj' those near the rock 
Daiiio, are openly concerned in tliis infamous prac- 
tice ; and some of these Iiave been licensed by Mieliail 
to carry it on as a fair trade, upon paying so many 
firelocks for eacli dozen or score of slaves. Norhhii;' 
can eluci<late the footing upon which this trade stands 
lietter than a transaction which happened while Mr. 
Bruce was in Ethiopia, and whicli reached Gondar 
by way ofcoinplaint from Massuah, and was told him 
by Michael himself. 

Two priests ofTigre had been long intimate friends. 
They dwelt near the rock Damo. '^\\'^. \o\xwi,'i'dX>K\\'», 
juarrJed, and had two children, \>oW\ ftous *, \X\fe QVvXv't': 
WHS old, and had none. The o\d one xevtoNviJ^ \<v^ 
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veyed them lo tbe luarkBi at DiKin, wbfra he 
BUld both the mother und tbe rcmunitjg ciiild, 
Betumlng to tbe rutbrr, tbe old priest Uild liiin, 
tliat his wife would stay only so lonj, and uit- 
peetrd be would tben fetch liel upon a ccrtuiu day, 
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LBr to Bee iiils liap}iy faraily ; and, 
upuii cjitir i?uit:iiir^ DiKrxii, It wus found that the old 
pnest Imd eold tbe younn one, hat not to tiie bojdb 
Aloor to whom be had said bia family. Stion afler, 

Bnlurff, the olJ priMi w.-m 






bcL-umlns partners in 



tbrty e 



s,£IOs; 



'rejiaiinixl, and llie iippHavante «t ti\\viW ■«'a^Wl^'^- 
"'>nir jt5eJf(>ore,susi;csWdWiftic5'\iui»»"«!"™™ 
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that there was some more profit, and not more risk, 
if tliey carried off the old priest likewise. But as he 
had come to Dixan, as it were under public faith, in 
a trade that greatly interested the town, they were 
afraid to attempt an^ thing against him whilst there. 
They began then as it were to repent of their bargain, 
lh)m a pretended apprehension that they migltt be 
f topped and questioned at going out of the town, un- 
lets ne would accompany them to some small distance ; 
in consideration of which they would give him, ut 
parting, two pieces of cloth to be added to the other 
forty, which he was to take back to Tigre with him 
upon his return. The bcgiimiug of sucn expeditions 
is in the night. When all were asleep, they set out 
irom Dixan, the buyers, the seller, and the family 
told ; and, being arrived itcur the mountain where 
the way tunis olr to the desert, the whole party fell 
apon the old priest, threw him down, and bound him. 
The woman insisted iliut she mip;litbc allowed to cut, 
or tear off the little beard he hud, in order, as she 
said, to make him look younger ; and this demand 
was reckoned too just to be denied iier. The whole 
five were then Ciirrlcd to Massuah ; the woman and her 
two ciiildrcu were sold to Arabia; the two priests 
bud not 80 ready a market, and they were both in 
tlie IS ay he's house when Mr. Bruce was at Massuah, 
though he did not then know it. The Nay be, willing 
to ingratiate himself with Ras Michael at a small ex- 
pense, wrote to him an account of the transaction; and 
offered, as they were priests, to restore them to hira. 
But the lias returned for answer that the Naybe should 
keep ti'.em to be his cliaplains ; as he hoped, some day, 
he would be converted to the Christian taith hhnself, if 
not, he might seuji them to Arabia with the rest j tliey 
would serve to be curriers of wood and drawers of wa- 
ter J wid tiiat there stiil remuinctl at Damo enough of 
their kind to carry on the trade wiU\ Y)vx«ivwv\^\^'a- 
suah. This s tory M v. 1 iruce lieaiA \Yc\m'^'i!A ^viiK\>^«^\ 
himself, at his graiid-daughtor'a rnvxYXVA^^e:, -^i^V^^V^ 



and all the com- 
.... .. jli lliere were in 

le room at leiiBt two dazeuofpriHtii, anne of Ihem 
peomed to tnfie tills iiioident n.ore Beriousiy Ibnn tU« 
rest nf (lie com pan;. Frora this we may i^neM at tlia 
tntli of what tliB Cattiolic writErs adisQCe, nitlt 
roprd to tha respect and reTerence Bhewn tn tlia 
priutliuodby tbeffoviTnaientantl great men in Ab^. 
''-'" "'"" " '^ ' -■ '•■'-■•'"'1 — ■1, and long. 



offer of domg them furcber miicbii!!'; bat the kme'a ' 
M-rvants, DOw upon Ibeir own gronnil, hegan lo take 
upoD them a proper consequence. One af them went | 
ta meet Saluomeut the banlt of tlierjter; and, making 
n mark, on tbo groand vith his knife, lll«^Ured tliat 
bis patience <ins quire exhau3ledbf what be bad bi^en 
ivitiieiH to at UasBoah and Dlsin ; and if now 8a- 
) m , any o bo man be ongi « be Naybe. 



Tiiev remained under a fine tpreadini; daroo tree, 

ecven ft-et and a Imlf in diameter, duriiii; tl.e niubl nl' 

t/ieSSIli; a memorable atiilion to Mr. Brace, as the 

fi/3t where Jie recovered a ponlon of Uiat traniiulllity 

of miiid to which he hail been a. *WB«wit fi«*\w» 

his arrival at Masaualv. i\eie Vbe ^aiV-J waaV™**^"^ 
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wveral Moon, with aboat twenty loaded asses, and 
two loaded balls. Mr. Bruce called the whole party 
together, recommended good order, and desired 
erery one to leave him who would not agree to obey 
impUcitly the orders he should give as to the hours 
and places of encamping, keeping watch at night, 
and settinff out in the morning. He appointed Yasine 
judge of all disputes betwei'U them : andif thcdiffer- 
euce should be between any of them and Yasine, 
then Mr. Brace's determinHtion was to be final. To 
tJiese arrangements they ull cheerfiill v consented ; on 
which they repeated the fedtah, and swore to stand 
br each other to the last, against any enemy, be his 
religion what it might, oy whom they should be at- 
tacLed. 

On the 26th, at seven in the morning, they left 
their most pleasant quarters about the tree, and set 
forward with great alacrity. About a quarter of a 
mile from the river they crossed the end of the plain 
Zarai. Though this is hut three miles long, and one 
where broadest, it was the larixest pluin they had seen 
since their passhig Taranta, whose top was now co- 
vered wholly with large, black, and very heavy clouds, 
from which they heard fnqucnt peals of thunder, and 
saw violent streams of liL,'htnhig. This plain was 
sown partly with wheat, partly with Indian com ; the 
first was cut down, the other not yet ripe. About 
half after eleven, they encamped under a mountain, 
on the top of which is a village called Hadawi, the 
seat of the Bahamagash. This officer had bought 
the little district which he commanded after Michael 
Sihul, governor of Tlgre, had annexed to his own 
province what he pleased of the old domains, and 
farmed the other part to the Naybe j and he was in 
fact a servant maintained to watch over the latter, 
and to starve him into obedience by interceptinij^ h\% 
provisions whenever he waa comm-aiv^^ii \s^ ^\^ "^^^n- 
\emor of Tigre. The BaliaTT\a^A^\\ N\%\\fc^ wvt \x^- 
veJler in bis tent, and was tYie fttaX. K\il%«»VKNSs^ ^^^^^ 
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under his eye which he imagined hud blinded him, 
and occasioned a twelling all the next day. TJie tent 
was pitched near the village of Barrandu, where tbey 
were overtaken by the Bahamaffosh, whose heart Mr. 
Brace had to entirely won that he found it imposFible 
to get away the next day, so that it was tne 20th 
before he left that station. 

The travellers now entered a close country covered 
with brush-wood, wild oats, and high bent-y^rass, in 
many places rucky and uneven so aHbcarcely to leave 
a narrow path to past). Just at the very entrance a 
ijon had killed a very fine animal called Agiizan, of 
the goat species, but of the size of a large ass. It 
was scarcely dead, and the blood still runiiing. Every 
indlviduatl, Moors, Christians, and AbyMiniaiis, cut olT 
a large piece of ncsli : notwithstatKlini; the averj«ion 
of the latter even to touch anv thing that is dttad, 
unless reguliirly killed by the knife. It is a notion 
common to them all that they niav lawfully cat w hat 
is killed by the lion, but not by any other beast. At 
noon they crossed the river Bale/.at, tite iirst river 
then actually running that they had eccn since they 
parsed Turanta. Proceeding along its banks through 
a narrow plain, they came to Tuniunihus:'o, a hi^h 
pyramidiil mou.itain of porphvry, on the top of which 
is a convent of monks, who do not, however, re>i(le 
there, but only come liither upon certain feasts, when 
they keep open house for all visitors. 

Here our iravt^llers encamped bv the side of the 
river, and were detaiiu'd that and the following day, 
on account of ccr(ain duties demaiided of all passen- 
gers. Tlu^jje duti»'S, caWcd Awidcs or gifts, thoup:h 
levied in a very rigorous laanner, are cBtai)lished by 
usa.i^e in particuiur .si)()ls denominated JJer or passt \s. 
There U no tariil"; ai.d the farmer of the duties fires, 
ns he thbiki? proper, what each caravan lias to p;:y. 
Some have on this account been detaL'\\\e<i \w 'tt^^^xAV'fr^ 
and others f in time of t rouble, stTippeA. oi gn^tn NXxxw^, 
as Vie m^if^hbouring villages Tiftem atvu!^ o\v\\v<i.\^Nvr\. 



Tegiit&nee. Aa Mr. Bruae iiwuiiuiij ■ lilgh tone, de- 
cluring that b« wu ttmt for by the king, and vm 
([ding to Rat Mirhucl, Im nm suSVred to proceed on 

wHilc. 

On (he l>t of Decembtr our tnicllen arrirvd at a. 
pliii'B named Kg1I», or tlie Ca*tlo, bfloauae the moun- 
tains run tor a con^blcFabla extend nsnrl; at equiil 
disMncai on mdt «iile Btraigbt sod eren, in sliupa' 
lilcg ■ mil, Willi a i;np at ceruin distwiK* rBBmbllng 
eiabrur)UTWHn4biulu(n9- Ttiis rock b alno called Da^ , 
inti, and «aaanalenllrth«prlaanurtbBcntlat«ra] be;il< 
in.il« of the royal famay. TWe b^ing one of the 
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containing a stock of all the beads in fashion. This 
was impradently opened^ and immediately a general 
•boat was set up by the female purchasers ; twenty 
ar thirty of whom fell upon the parcel, tearing and 
breaking all the strings. - This joke did not seem to 
be relished by tlie sellers ; in whom that regard wiiich 
they would otherwise have shewn for the iair sex was 
quite extinguished by the hard-faeartedness of their 
customers, who had before professed that they would 
let the strangers starve rather than give them a haud- 
f 'a1 of flour for all tiicir unfashionable commodities. A 
ddzen whips and sticks were laid on their iiands and 
annSf till each dropped their booty ; and the men 
who came with them stood laughing without shewing 
the least disposition to interlcre. Tiie restitution 
however, would not hare bt>en complete, had not 
Yasine, who knew tiie country well, fired one of tiie 
siiip blunderbusses into the air behind their backs. 
At this unexpected report, both men and women fell 
flat on their facen ; the latter were immediately 
dragged off the clot.h, and not a hand had strength 
left to carry tway a single bead. Mr. Bruce's peo- 
ple wrapped the whole iii a cloth, and thus for u 
time the market was ended. It was, li owe ver, again 
opened, but the Hcllers having acquired wisdom by 
experience, produced small quantities at once, which 
thoy disposed of not without a very sharp contest and 
clamour; but in return procured a plentiful supply of 
honey, butter, flour, and pumpkins scarcely inferior 
in flavour to melons. 

Mr. Bnice, by the promise of a parcel of beads, 
prevailed on a young man of Kella so carry a letter, 
representing his situation to his friend Janni at Adowa ; 
and this messenger used such diligence that on the 
morning of the fourth day he returned without ever 
having been missed at home. At the same time an 
officer came from Janni, with a peremptory mandate 
in the name of Ras Michael, declaring to the person 
wiiO was the cause of Mr. Bruce s detention^ tlv^X 



were It not fnr anoient Mendslilp, the bcnrer ahoald 
liare carried liim to Riu Mtehaelln Irons ; cnnmnnil- 
ing blm to diauhiufta oar tiBiellcr iroui all Aieidet, 
and, as Sham of the place, to funjiah him irith pra- 

-. Bruce haci slatd h 
n ]il9 nliole Iilstoi 
.« of AbTsslnIa, neoi 

,liBrl maiTitd Abd el 

Jilleel, tbe 9biikli'B daii|;literi but, grovrlng^ mpiv 
popular than 1i!b fether-lii'lun', be lind b«n perxe- 
cuted by blm, and obliged to leave llie coantry. Bd 
bcsan nqw to fiirm hojiea, that If Mr. Bruce ^^■as 

be, be uii^ht bv hits lurcre&t, be appointecl to bis fn- 
tlier-iu-luiv'B plafe; es|icciiilly If ibere was war, b.i 

B. coward, aiidliiciipHhie ol' makinp hlaiBslfuf persntjul 



King Yaeoaa, in hia inTusionaof Sainaar, and botli 
times mucli wounded tbere. 

On tbe fourtli In the afternonn, oar travellei's left 
Kella;aiidi>n tbe flflb of December, tbey began lirtt 
to aee the high mountains of Adona, iiotbin;r reaem- 
bling in shape to thoae of Europe, nor, indacd, an; 
other counlrv- Their sides were all pcrpeHdicular 
rocks, hi^'h, like steeples, or obelisks, and broken 
into a thousand difierent forma. 

Theynext |>aa3ed the Mareb, which is the boundary 
between Tigre and the Babamagoah, on this side. 
It runs over a bed of sail ; is large, deep, and 

pass than any river In Abyasinia, on account of the 
frequent holes in its battom. They then entered the 
nnrroif pjain of Yeelia, wiitiem t\w» ft« Ko»aivi«, 
tf'i/fh either Gives na.meW.p^V.'LV-MW^^imW- 
^t eleven o'clock, Aej yesW* ^i>-i W-otAe -A ■Cot 
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monntaio whence the river falls. All the villafiros 
that had been built here bore the marlcs of the justice 
of the governor of Tigre. Tliey hod been long tlie 
hanntB of the most incorrigible banditti in the pro- 
Tince. He surrounded them in one night, burnt tlic^ir 
hoiues, extirpated the inhabitants, aiid would never 
suffer any one to settle there. 

On Wednesday the 6th of December, they again 
proceeded on their journey, and in about three hours, 
travellinff on a very pleasant road, over easy hills and 
through hedge-rows of jessamine, honey-suckles and 
many kinds of flowering shrubs, tliey arrived at 
Adowa, where once resided Michael Sihul, Gover- 
nor of Tigre. 

Adowa is situated on the declivity of a hill, on 
the west side of a small pluin* surrounded every 
where by mountains. This plain is watered by three 
rivulets, which are never dry in the midst of sum- 
mer. Tliere are fish in these three streams, but 
none of them remarkable for their size, quantity, 
or goodness. The best are those of Mai Gofruu, a 
clear and pleasant rivulet, running very violently and 
with great noise. There are many agreeable spots 
to the south-east of tlie convent on the banks of 
this river, which are thickly shaded witli wood and 
bushes. 

Adowa consi&ts of about 300 houses, and occupies 
a much larger space than would be thought necessary 
for these to stand on, by reason that each house has 
an enclosure round it of hedges and trees : the last 
chiefly the wansey. The number of these trees plant- 
ed in all the towns, screen them in such a manner, 
that, at a distance, they appear so many wood.-}. 
Adowa was not formerly the capital of Tigre, but 
accidentally became so upon the accession of this 
governor, whose property or paternal estate, lav ii<. 
and about i t. His mansion-lioMse \a ivoX. ^\%\\^^gQl\^^^ 
front any of the others in the town, xjiTkVe&^XN^ *\\.s%:vir.\ 
Jt 18 Bituated upon the top of the\i\\\, 'aw^ xe,^evs^SVK9»'«v 
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priaiHi ratlieF than a paUct! ; far tliere sre, ia 1 
iibouC It, Hbore time liuiulred [lerBQr.i In irana, M| 
uf ichoiD bavebefn tin'rc for tJiree nTid tweiitr fd 
mostly with a view toeKtorlmorn-y from them; fl 
Klmtlsmast ualiappy, evE>ii nbco tliey bavepiddl 
Burn or iDOnEy nliiih he aska, tJie}' da nat get4 
dcliverani^e from bi> mercllsu hondi : mmt of S 
are ke^t in cutm like wild bt-siU, and treated A 
nay in tiiessme nuiiiner. J 

Wliat detervedlj Interested oar tDnelleri m. 
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liuns be wua undiir to biui, tlie trouble be bad bIv 
and wad unavoidably Btill togiveblm. Mr. fir 
enibraoed bin with great acknowledumeDta of kii 
aem and gratitude, caltuig him fatlicF; a title 
iilwuyButedinepukking eluierto bimurof btm afl 
wardi, when he was in higher fortune, which Le a 
ftanily remembered with great pleaaure. 

He cnndncted the Btrangers through a court-y 

same time, lurge ruum, furaiihed Willi B silk u. 
the Snor wai covered with PctsUn ejitpets und c 
JOns. 4j; round, floweriainlciseiiVaMea'Tie^ 
ed upon the outer yard ; wil Ite whAoh* ■. 
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«f fhe room stuck fall of evergreenB, in commeino- 
ntion of the Gfarutmaa festival that was at ham!. 
Mr. Brooc stopped at the entrance of this room ; for 
Us feet were both dirty and bloody ; and it is not ^ood 
fanediDir to shew or speak of vour feet in Abyssinia, 
MfoeiaUy if any thing ails them ; and, at all times, 
tiiey are covered. Janni immediately perceived the 
wonnds that were upon his feet Both their clotlics 
and flesh were torn to pieces at Taranta, and several 
other places ; but he tliought they had come on mulcK 
facnlslied them by the Naybe. ror the voung man 
Mr. Brace had sent to him from Kella, following the 
0MiIiu of his Countrymen, though telling truth was 
Jut ai profitable to liim as lyine,had chosen the lat- 
ter, ana, seeing the horse he had ^ot from the Bahar- 
narnnh had %ured in his own imagination a mull i- 
tnde 01 others, and told Janni that there were witii 
Mr. Bruce horses, asses, and mules, in great plenty ; 
•0 that when Janni saw them passing the water, he 
took our traveller for a servant, and expected, for 
several minutes, to see the splendid company arrive, 
well mounted upon horses and mules caparisonod. 

He was so shocked at Mr. Bruce's sayinjr that he 
performed this terrible juiiniev on foot, that he burst 
into tears, utteriu'^ a thousaiul reproaches against tiie 
Naybe for his hard-heartell1le^:s and ingratitude, as he 
had twice, he said, hhidcred jVIichael from goin:; 
in person and sweeping the Naybe from the face of 
the earth. Water was immediately procured to wash 
their feet. And here began another contention ; Jan- 
ni insisted upon doing this himself, which nmde Mr. 
Bruce run out into the yard, and declared he would 
not suffer it. Tlie like dispute took place among the 
servants. It was always a ceremony in Abysshiia to 
wash the feet of those tliat come from Cairo, and who 
arc understood to have been pilgrims at Jerusalem. 

This was no sooner tiui»Ued,t.l\^.tv ^ «\v\"^\. v\\w\\v\ 

wiUi hrouffhtf exceeding\y .weW OLte,%%t^. V»\x\.\v> ^^'^^y- 

sidoratioii or entreaty couVd v'C^'^^^^^^^^^^^^^'^^''^^^ 
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liindlard to ail dona aad partulcc iTHb them. „. 
ff ouldBtand all the tini«, witb a ulv^n toirel in bit bHDd, ' 
llionili he hsU plenty of servants; and afterwardi I 
dined with. Buau visitors, wlio hnileoiuff, out of on- 
rloiity, to see a man arrived fram so fur. It ivba 
long before Mr. Bmco cured liie kiud landlord of 
lliBis retpectfiil QbBEPvancpB, nhk'h Iroulilnd liimvery 
luacb ; nor coaJd Jonni ever whnlly relinquish Lbem. 
AdowB ii tbe teat of a very valniible manufacture 
of coone eotton elalii, vbicb clrculitES all over Ab;s- 
■inhi, iutt&id uf lilvar money ; eacb iveb is aixtant i 
pHBltlong, of one aod three-fourths width, their trfne 
A pitaliit; that ie ten for the oiinca of Kotd. ThB 
bouses in Adoiva are all of ra>i;;b stone, cemfnttd 
with muil inatnart r)f rn.irtar. Tliat of lime it not, 
used but at Gondar, wiiers it is very bail. Tbe roatt . 

sort of griiss, soroelhlng thicker than wbe»l strut*. 
Kiceptiiiij a few spots taken notice of a« they t^ma 
[0 Auowa, thli •mia tlie only part of Tiki's whtre 
there was soil sofficient to yield com ; tbe whole of I 
tbe province besides was ODS entice rock. j 

At Aduwi, Kod tdl tbe neighbourhood, they btn%] 
tlireo harcests annually. Tbeffrstseed-timcliin July ' 
and August ; it Is tbe principal one Tor wlieat, wbica< 
UieythHDsDWinthemwidleafttierBinB. lulbeaanM 
■atuoa they sow toeuHb, teff, and barley. Prom ttaK.! 
SOth of Norember, they reap first Uielr barley, tlutlii 
tlieir wheat, mid last of all (hiTir KlF. In tbe nnm 
of these, tliey sow Imineil lately upon tbe same ground, 
without any manure, barley, wbicli thevrenpln Fob- 
Tnary ; and tlieii oiten sow t«ffj but mora frequently 
a kind of vi'tcb, or pe.i, called Sliimbrai these are 
cat down before the first rains, which are in April. 
Witit all these advanti^ws of triple harvests, wliicli 

^.uF T». r^lL.oln^ .,i«..1{..,r ...n..,:r« ..r ..Ihor .iv..Dn. 
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tains. Tlie herdsmen set fire to the grass, bent, aiul 
brushwood, before the rains ; and an amazhig: verdure 
immediately follows. As the mountains are very steep 
and broken, goats are chiefly the flocks that graze 
upon them. It is not the extreme height of the moun- 
tains in Abyssinia that occasions surprise, but tlie 
immber of tliem, and the extraordinary forms they 
present to the eye. Some of them are flat, thin, and 
square, in shape of a hearth-stone, or slab, that scarce 
would seem to have base sufScient to resist the action 
of the winds. Some are like pyramids, others like 
obelisks or prisms, and some, the most extraordinary 
of all the rest, pyramids pitched upon their points, 
.with their base uppermost, which, if it were possible, 
as it is not, they could have been so formed in the 
beginning, would be strong objections to our received 
ideas of gravity. 

On the lOtirof January, 1770, Mr. Bruce visited 
the remains of the Jesuits' convent at Fremona. It 
is built upon the even ridge of a very high hill; in the 
middle of a large plain on the opposite side of which 
stands Adowa. It rises from the east to the west, and 
ends in a precipice on the east ; it is also very steep to 
the north, and slopes gently down to the plain on the 
south. The convent is about a mile in circumference, 
built substantially with stones, which are cemented 
with lime-mortar. It hiis towers in the flanks and 
angles : and notwithstanding the ill usage it has suf- 
fered, the walls still remain entire to the height of 
twenty-five feet. It is divided into three, by cross 
walls of equal height. The flrst division seems to 
have been destined for the convent, the middle for 
the church, and the third division is separated from 
this by a wall, and stands upon a precipice. 

The kindness, hospitality, and fatiieriy care of Jan- 
ni never ceased a moment. He had already represented 
Mr. Bruce in the most favourable light to the Ite9;ke, 
or queen-mother, (whose servant. \ie ViaifiL Yavvv* \ie«Kv;>j 
to her daughter Ozoro Esther, and Ozoto X\Xa.^ \ ^^^^ \ 



above all, to Micliwl, wU 
rerygmt: and, indeed, t 
weiglit with, bh own ooim 
-' -- — a MBhoraelajiB ; 

AbyasniiB, , 

liy theoDmnumdof Hiciuel, wlioliad been elemted to 
tuedlgniljruf B^, or)<iim£ miniiter, hy wliichhev-ae 
in fact uiie»Wd nltli tJia hi^lint auMioiity, botli civil 
and nilUtan, vaa at Iliis Ihne in a Btals of civil war. 
Fsfiil, aa affii»c of grBKC influiiiirB aniDniJr Clie tribe«C 
Uallu, hi which the nuitemal rdaliona of one of the 
uiurdrred moimrclis btlou^Ld, was liisruiamth Beon- 
slderabk force a^imt t lie new kin; uod the Has. Jaat 
ot the nioment nl en Mr Bruce armcil at Adowa, a 



Uf thlBealm Mi Bnjcerei 
and toKtoutimiDedlfltal]' to 
on tilt ITth, our Inneliers » 
sumiig tlieirjoaniej la Coiulur sod on the 18tb, In 
the moroiiiy, the; ascended a bill, by a verj rDask' 
atony road, and a^ain came into the plain vheralB 
dtood Axuni,oncethecBpiliilorAbyeeinln. ItBTaigi 
B.re very eJtienaive; but like tiiose of the ciiie* nt 
ancient times, consitt Hitoeethcr of public buildings. 
In one square, wliicli Air. Bruce itppiehended to have | 



andliJU ; but two 
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%Mr PtoleiDy Bveigetiis. Upon the faee of that 
^^ifstandiiig. there is much earring in a Gothic 
•^ ■ometfalng like metopee, triglypht, and gutte, 
Med radely and without onrder, but no elianieters 
Igwea. Theikoe IooIlb doe sooth, liaa been pla^d 
Roreat exactness, and preser? es its perpenaicnlar 
tloii. 

as s in g the convent of Abba Pantaleon, called in 
'Minia Mantilles, and the small obelisk situated on 
«k above, you proceed sonthward by a road cot 
i ■MNUttain of red marble, having on the left a 
Ipet wall above live feet high, s^, and of the 
• materials. At equal distances are hewn in this 
I solid pedestals, on the top of which are' seen 
■arks where stood the colossal statues of Syrius, 
Latrator Anubis, or Dog Star. One hundred 
thirty-three of these pedestals, with the marks 
he statues, are still in their places ; but only two 
res of the Dog remained at the time of Mr. Bruce's 
If much mutilated, but in a style easily distinguLsh' 
» be Etryptian. Tiiese are of granite, but some 
be others appear to have been of metal. There 
also pedestals on which fi^^ures of the sphynx have 
1 placed. Two magnificent flights of steps seve- 
hundred feet long, all of granite, exceedingly well 
doned, and still in their places, are the only remains 
magnificent temple. In the angle of the platform, 
ire tibat temple stood, is the present small church of 
im, built in the place of a former one destroyed in 
reign of David III. 

he church is a mean building, very ill kept, and 
of pig^eond' dung. Here are supposed to be pre- 
red tiie ark of the covenant and the copy of the 
, which Menilek, the son of Solomon, is said to 
e stolen from his father, on his return to Ethiopia, 
. these were considered as the palladia of the coun- 
. Some ancient copy of the 0\d ^vi%\axftft\v\. -^w* 
bably deposited here, bat wYiate\eT \X. xcN^v^X^^^ 
?riBhed at the time of the deatT\3ieX.\Q\i olxiftft Vsi- 



iDET chnrcli. Another »Iie Jmlil in liiuh Ktimati 
escaped tlie aame fitte, by its [ireviom ramovnl t 
churcli in one of the iskiiias in [he luke Ttunn. II 
n pieturii of the liead of Clirlet orovriied wlili tlini 
BHlil Id be painted by St. Lakn; ami on import 
ucciuliiiu it u liTDuKht QUI uiul curried with tlie Bn_^ , 
etpiuiully in a via witli the Mubumttani or Pugong.' 
Within the outiT gu'e of !lie i-huroli Hre three »mii.ir 
lU of Ignite, vish sinuU octBgon pilluM 
„ . >, apparently Egyptian, an Ihe lop M 
... . .re formerly imBgaaottliedog-^tar. On Ai 
atone In the middle of one of theie eoeloiures IM 
king siu at his eorunatiou, a eeremoa}' nbiuh bat 
niwayg been performed tiers »ncetlje dnye or Png^ia. 
ism; QBd beiovF it, wtieie he naiuniify pliioes bta 
feet, la a large oblong alib of Iree-Btone, nitli uu lii- 

Axiun 19 natered by a Bmall etream, whieb flow* 
nil tlie year from a founlein ia thi niirrow lalioy, 
nliere atund the rowa of abellBks. The spring li rm 
eeived into a magniScent bnaon of liiU feet bquBi«, 
and thence It is earried, at pleasare, to nute ''' 
r Iglib ling g den ta re tfa re is I'tti f I 
ingp meg te n er ry 



ii a? ofjuwn M Bmee 



I lueif, by reaeon ol' la,rte awnei ■ 
:' helped one upon atiolhut ■, av? 



,tKa\\'5 ftit-!a!^Si» 



TBAV£L8 IN ABYSSINIA. 1G7 

of .«n old laive causeway, part of the luagnificent 
mnkfl about Axam. 

The last part of the journey made ample amcDJs 
for the difficulties and fatigue which he had suiTcred in 
tin beginning. The road, on every side, was pcr- 
foaed with a variety of flowerinpf shrubs, chiefly dif- 
fineat species of jessamine. One in pEirticular, of 
thees, called agam, hnpregnated the whole air with 
the. most delicious odour, and covered the small liilis 
thnni^ which he passed, in such profusion, that he 
wuy at times, almost overcome with its fragruuce. 
The country all round had now the most beautil'ul ap- 
pearance ; and this was heightened by the finest of 
weather, and a temperature of air neither too hot uor 
too cold. 

Soon alter our travellers had lost sight of the ruins 
of tide ancient capital of Abvssiiiia they overtook 
three travellers driving a cow before them ; they had 
black goat skins upon their shoulders, and lances aud 
shields in their hands; in other respects were l)ut 
thinly clothed; they appeared to be soldiers. The 
cow did not seem to be fatted for killing*; and it oc- 
curred to our travellers that it had been stolen. Tiiis 
however, was not their business ; nor was such an 
occurrence at all remarkable m u country so long en- 
gaged in war. They saw that their attendants at- 
tached themselves ii^a particuUr manner to the three 
soldiers who were drivhig the cow, and held a short 
conversation with thuui. Soon after, the drivers sud- 
denly tripped up the cow, and gave the poor animal 
a very rude fall upon the ground, which was but the 
begumuig of her sufferings. One of them sat across 
her neck, holding down her head by the horns, the 
other twisted the halter about her fore IV'et; wiiile 
the third, who had a knife hi his hand, to ^Ir. lirnce's 
very great surprise, in place of taking Ikt by the 
throat, got astride upon her belly bct'ovvi lv(it UvvwV- 
legs, and gave a very deep wound vu \\\fc\\v\v^"t '^^"^^'v. 
of her buttock. From the time Mr. "iitvivivi Vaj^. ^^v\v 



tli«m throw tbe bemt upon the ground, bs bud rc- 
jciced, thlnkinK, iliiii ivbenlbree neopiewerekUlingB 
cow, they mini bufe BgrfedlDBellpartoflierlntUi^in; 
anil he wu mncb diiappaintBd npnn heartitg the 
AbjsBiEiiOB Bttj, tbat they wtre tu pass tba river to 
tlio oClier nde, and not enusmp nhere bo intendei}. 
Upon Mr. Brncts's proposini; thp; ibduld bargain for 
jKirt of tbe DOW, bis jitiplo annwered, thai they bad 
already lenniEd in eonvetsAtlDn, tbiiE llie men were 
not. then going to kill bcr ; tbat «tae wta not Tcliolly 
theln. anU they cnuld nat teli kit. Tills avakenal' 
Mr. Bruc^s curloBtty ; be let bii attendantit go (oi^ 

Bstonbhment, two pieces, tbioker and longer tlian bbt 
ordinary beefatEakB, cutout of tbEhiHlicr,p;trt of the 
buttock of the boBsl. How it was do[ie He cannot 



by DO nieans anobjccl orcartasiity ; nliatttcc viiy it 
waa d'jne, it anrely was adroitly, Bjid llie two pieen 
wcreapffad upon tlieonliijeof ooa of their sbielde. 

One of the meii Elill cuiiTlnued holding the kettd, 
iThllc tbe other two were busied in carlug tbe ironnd. 
This too was dona not in an ordinary nisnuer ; the 
Ekin which had covered the fleabtliat was taken apraj 
W8» left entire, flapped over tbe wound/ and waa 
fastsned tn the correepandiog pnrt by two or sinra 
Bmall ikewers, or pint*. Wbctbur they bud pat any 
thing undtr the skin between thit and the wounded 
flesh, Mr. Bmce could not tell] but, at the riicf' 
Bide where they were, iLey had prepared u cataplefln^ 
ofchtv, with whieb they eovered tba wound; tliay 
then forced the animal tori^e, and drove tt onbi>fl>re 
Ibera, tofumiah Ibeui witli a fuller meal when Ihey 
"^joalj meet tlieir compiink" '~ '' ' - 



Bnonia meet uieir cunip'iLLLUiLiB lu uug eveiung. . 

-Mr. Bcuix could not but aiiniio a iwoM ws toiS^ f 
Bo/dier-iike; nor did be evet see w> touroioav™* » 
MHooer of carrying ptoviavotvs a.\ons oa l.'ni 'oa^ "^ 



I Jl ■ ■ 
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He mteFRny attributed this to necessity, 

lof« off acpedhion. It was a liberty, to be 

JlkaiirithCSbriitiBiilty; bat wbat transffression 

wamautA to a soldier, wlien distressed by his 

In tlw field t He could not as vet conceive that 

tlie oidiiuny banqaet of citizens, and even 

iy tliroiifflKmt all this country. In the hos- 

hanaae Bouse of Janni, these living feasts 

r never appeared. It is true he had seen raw meat, 

"f|ttl«B pan of an animal torn from it with the blood. 

.Wn Ant elKKsked hluMis uncommon, bat the other as 

Mloda. 

^iOa the SOCh, the travellers pitched their tent in a 
^Jif^lmH |dain, by the baliks of a quick clear running 
1 ; the spot is called Mai-Shum. A i>easant had 
' JMde a Ycry neat little earden on both sides of the 
-jAnHetf In whieh he had sown abandance of onions 
•and gmie ; and he had a species of pumpkin, which 
Xr. Jhnce thought was uttle inferior to a melon. 
T%Js man guessed by their arms and horses that they 
' were hunters ; and he brought them a present of the 
fruits of his garden, and begged their assistance 
. agafaut a nnm^r of wild boars, which carried havoc 
ud desolation through all his labours, marks of which 
were, indeed, too visible every where. Such instances 
of industry are very rare in tuis country, and demand- 
ed eneouragement. Mr. Bruce paid him, therefore, 
fcr his gpreens ; and sent two of his servants with him 
into the wood, and got on horseback himself. Mirza, 
bis horse, indeed, as well as his master, had recruited 
greatly during their stay at Adowa, under the hospi- 
table roof of their good friend Janni. Amongst them 
they killed five boars, all large ones, in the space of 
about two hours ; one of which measured six feet nine 
inches ; and though he ran at an amazing speed near 
two miles, so as to be with difficulty overtaken by the 
horse, and was struck t\iToa^\i mv&.\)mwx^^N5C^\>^^ 
heBvy lances, loaded at the eft^ n«\X>cl Vswi, x^i >^«i^^ 
wottld renture near h\moTlioo\,w^^\ve^e.K«sv^^^\^5Sw- 



MlBJ-. 



6-lf abgve linlf itn hour, till, haiing no liUJces left, 
Mr. Bruce slitit tiliii nit<i a ItorM: plnlot. Bat the 
iiiiarurtnne nui, tb^it afler Ihcir hunting had heen 
cf owned with aneh aucceis, tliey durst not purtafce of 
tliB uxiuiUent > enkon t hay had af q^nired ; fat the 
Abytishilaiu Imld Jiurk oliii kinds in the utmost de-; 
testation: uidDurtniveiJfirw»4na«bMwiiiecauIiouji|, 
IcflC he BDOuld gin iiffanca, bL-ingthen at nu great 
di^tunce troia tlia oapiuJ. 

At seven a'clefk hi tlie marnlng of the 31>t, 
lefL Hui-Sltum, proceeding ihioDgti an open counlrj 
part aoifu wilh leff, but mostly oTergrovirn with 
OAta aud hi^ch ^rjias. Tiiey aftL'rwiirds trjtveuea 
■mong It number of luw hillii, ascending unddescend- 
ixiif niiinv of them, wliich occasioned inure pleaenre 
icended inio a plsjn 
>t' th&t name beiiiE" 

tiifougli iiedge-roms of flowerinf Bliraba, amonf 
wluch the hunejsuokle made a princlpul fl^re. 
Fine trees ot'uU tiv^s were everywhere Interspemd ^ 
and the vine, wiih am^l] black grapes of very good 
ILironr, liung in many places in feBtoouaJninint^trseto 
Iree, as if they hud beenarrjficklly tviincd andhitend' 
ed for arhoora. Tiiay iinw eiiiered a cluie eonniry 
through dcSlus between mountains, tliichly cUTered 
wiih wood and bushes ; and pitched their lent by titft • 
wjter side, beiitg^qalteaurroumled with bnslisa, wbicb J 

As Iheboha was the principal tree here, and in great 
lieauty, beii^ then in flower, Mr. Bruce ftlii^hted in 
order to examine It, wlieii he hearil u cry jrom his 
>ervante, "Bobbers! Rubbers!" lie immediately 
inoiiiitt'd his mule to Icurn nrh:it alarm this might be, 
n< 111 saw, to hia grent aarprise, port of his bii^»E;e 
KiruKftl on tlie ground, his servanta rnmnng, same 
U'adiiig, otlicrs on foot driving *oo\v ot \\vsvt iwiW as 
iioj-e unloaded beffirii Ihem-, iM-soii, eiSi'S vWmj 
i'l tfte greatest confusion poa^vWu, ■ttB,i\v,'S'','>l'ui'eu«i 



r^ 
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edge of the wood, they faced aboat, and becrftn to 
prepare their iire-arms; but Mr. Bruce forbade tbeui 
to fire. He now rode unmediately up to the tent, and 
in his way was saluted from among tlie bushes witli 
many stones, one of which gave Iiim a violent b!ow 
upon the foot. At the same instant he received ano- 
ther blow with a small unripe pumpkin, just upon 
the belly, where he was strongly defended by a coarse 
cotton cloth wrapped several times about him by way 
of sash or girdle. The top of the tent being now up, 
two men came forward, making greal complaints, but 
of what Mr. Bruce did not then u^iderstand. He 
was afterwards told that one of the Moors had taken 
a heap of straw which one of tliem was carrying to 
his ass, <Ni which the proprietor had alarmed the vii- 
hige. Every body had taken lances and shields ; but, 
not daring to approach for fear of the fire-arms, they 
had contented themselves with showering stones from 
their hiding-places, at a distance from among the 
bushes. The tent being now pitched, and every 
thing in order, a treaty soon followed. The natives 
consented to sell them what they wanted, but at ex- 
travagant prices, which, however, our traveller was 
content to comply with. 

Welletta Micliael, grandson to Ras Michael, com- 
manded this part of the province ; and being but thir- 
teen years of age, was not with his grandfather in the 
army, nor was ne then at home, but at Gondar. How- 
ever, his mother Ozoro Welleta Michael was at home, 
and her house just on the hill above. One of the khig's 
servants had stolen away privately, and told her what 
had happened. The sauie evening, a parly was sent 
down to the village, who took the ringleaders and car- 
ried them away. They brought also a present of provi- 
sions, and excuses for what had happened, warning our 
travellers to be upon their guard the rest of the way. 

They left this pl.jce on the *2-it\, a\, &t\exv c? eXviO^ "vft. 
the morning, and at eight, passed a N\\\\iV5^> ViNC>\\v^.'c\- 
dred yards on their left, without tt^fevcv^ ttXi^ ^vi\*vs\v\ 



but, adyancing half a mile furtbtr, they peroeired a 
number of armed mcDfrum aiity tuei°;biyj and nera 
told (buy were ruolveil U oppose thnr jia^safc, uii- 
leBB tlieir eoiarades, lakan lie night before, were ra- 



the lefl to anolhifr tillage Immedkcely lada 
I, on vbkh tiie iiaaet of Wellela Hiofaua, I 
mother to Welleta Gabriel their e'li'ernur, man 
sJtuiuBdj Mttaejahonldflnd RifficieittBfiieianww ' 
fcmn these DcponciitB to reFiaon. Tbey aocopdiiiglf ' 
lumed to the lett, and marching throutjhtliickbuthei, 
eiimu to tha top of the hill aliove the i illiigs, iu sight 
of tha gateruDr'B iiuasa, Jual as Biliiiut twiinv ntt^ of 
iho enemy's party reacUtd the bottom of it. The 
^veinOr'aaetvants told them, thut now nu tlie time. 
It' they adianced, lo tlr« upon tliem, in wliich lass 
they would initvitly dinpurbe^ or tiae they wcniid ett£ 
tbeoioirtiromthe vill^B. But Mr. Urucuounld not I 
ffiiter Into the force of tLin rcatoning, and iherefoio | 
called lollietweniy men to jiop where they were, mid i 
Bend only ooe of their caDipuny to him ; boneYCT, 
□ pon their not paying miy Kttention, he leered Ya-. 
sine to lire a JHrge liiutidciuusa over their Iwadt, 

flocked to our t ■ . '■ ■ !'.■■ ■:'■■- :'|- ■■- - indeert 
Mr, Brui.' -. . ■ i... ■ .......Mred 



ail tire-locks, mui prc^^iitly tiiu nliu. 
dispersed. It waa about itn o'clock i 
their escort, they arrived at the town 
pitclied their t«nt in s strong situation, ii 
gulley on the west extremity of tiie tow 
Wre Ih situated on tlie biuit a1 a icf 
rmv valie/ ; and tliroa;\i UiVsViii* t'Qe i 
uhiiost impaasHbte. Ui ii>e mWato^ tt* 
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brook bordered with pulin-trees, some of wliicli arc 
grown to a considerable size, but bear no fruit ; they 
were the first that oar travellers had seen in AbysHi- 
nia. This town is larger than th»t of Axum ; it is in 
form of a half-mooii fronting: the plain, but its p:rca test 
breadth is at the wei^t end ; all the houses are of clay , 
and thatched ; the rooist arc in form of cones, as, in- 
deed, are all in AbyKshiia. Sire is famous for a ina- 
unfactare of coarse cotton cloths^ which pass for cur- 
rent money throui^h all the province of Tigre, and are 
valued at a drachm, the tenth part of a wakea of 
gold, or near the value of an imperial dollar each ; 
their breadth is a yard and a quarter. Besides these, 
beads, needles, coliol, and incense at times only, are 
consiuered as money. Its articles depend greatly on 
chance, which of tiiese articles or whether any are 
current for the time or not ; but the latter is often not 
demanded; and, for the first, there are modes and 
fashions amon<;: these barbarians, and all, except those 
of a certain cotourand form, are useless. These people 
were not of a humour to buy and sell with our travel- 
lers. Tiiey were not perfectly satisfied that Micluul 
was alive, and waited only a confirmation of the news 
of his defeat, to make their own terms with all stran- 
gers unfortunate enough to fall into their hands. 

Although Sire is situiiteJ in one of the finest coun- 
try s in the world, like other places it has its incon- 
veniences. Putrid fever*, of the very worst kind, are 
almost constant here : and at this time there prevailed 
ft species of these that swept away a number of people 
daily. Here Mr. Bruce heard the good news that Ras 
Michael, on the 10th of this month, had come up with 
'FasU at Fagitta, and entirely dispersed his army, after 
killing 10,UUt) men. This account, though not con- 
firmed by any authority, struck all the mutinous of 
this province with awe ; and every man returned to 
his duty for fi?ar of incurrhig \ivd dib\i\eas.w\fe. 

On the iiich, at seven o'clo :\s. \i\ W\c xa'anCvfts;,^ c\\\x 
travellers struck their t(V;it at Sire, \itvdv^?>*^^^^^^^^'«'^ 



rjdge liU „ ^..,.1. .ii,i>,-;,..a...,i..,T.,- ,, .■,..•„, ■ 

wbiuh.Keiitleandnoiel as itttjin VI 

lfiu[lTiuiriDter,t<r9tDDnlLfri.if] ii 

wiiiilWtoS. ff, iciallsineevtiul. ..j...-, ^ 

liiiDdrGafetithigb.lniaaiuiNH'ViiKt,', .1.-1 u'.^ nil liiLU 
it mukel iLsway inlo thsTcc-jEzu. Maialiioiil id re; 
WHrksblti for nild and rude heauties. 

Tha next day, at ^eivu In the moraine;, leaTlo^ 
Muublniii, they pnr.-'utrl thelrroad,^iadedwilh treat 
of many diff^rentkinds. At Imlf nil lioiir afterelKlIC 

At leu limy rested in alar/o plahiniilltd Duirashalia; 
u hill in form of a cone atoori tiD^le Blioal t»u miles 
north fnim tliem j a tliln jitnig^iliuL; wood was to ihn 
S. E. ; and the nliti'r, riahigin ^)ir)n;;y, ho^^gy, and 
dirty graundj lay ^. and waa viery indrQ\?TL'nt, 

Da^islialia ia a bli^li and diacgrivable quarter; 
taking their deparlura froinit, thev ejina iiuniediately 
ill aiglil of tlie iiigh mouiitnlus ol Ij.iineii, wlicre Lu- 
malmoD, one of that ridgf , ia liy aiUi^Ji ihe most con- 
eidcruble; andwer lliistba thepaaaage, arhi'^hToad \ 
tu Gundar. Tliey obsecved nu viltugBa ibis day from , 
Msiibiiini to Diigashnha ; nor did they discern, in 
tliQ face of the vDaiitry, nny si^na of cultare, or 
inarlta of gtaat population, btiiii; upon the fronlleri 
of twu ))n)rb)ue9 ivlilcli hod loriiuuiy yeaes beea it 

Tiicy left this itation at lix o'clock in the morning 
of Iliu Sdlb, and passed the solitary villasa Adega, 
lliree miles on llitir left, the only one lliey liad seen. 
At ei|{ht tJiey came to rite brink of a prodigiuua vul- 
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'tat fhree ipring hetdt or Boiirces, like tlie Nile ; near 
tt b -the small vUlHge Oourri. 

At half-past eisht tliey begim a gradual descent, at 
%Bt easily enongn, till they crossed the small brook 
mXkA Maitemqoet, or, the Water of Baptism. Thev 
then began to descend very rapidly in a narrow path 
iHnding along the side of the mountain, all sliadcd 
idfh Imty timber- trees of great baiuty. About tlircc 
■fles fiirtber thev came to the edge of the stream ut 
pa principal forif of the Tecazze, which is very firm 
nd good ; the bottom consists of small pebbles, wit Ji- 
oat either sand or larp^e stones. Tlie river liore at 
tUstime was fall 200 yards broad, the water perfectly 
clear, and running very swii'riv ; it was about three 
feet deep. The banks of the Tecazze arc covered, at 
the water's edge witii tuinarisks ; behind which ^row 
hii^h and stniiglit trees, that seemed to have gained 
a<mitional strength from having often resbted the 
violence ol the river. Few of the-se ever lo8e their 
leaves, but are either covered with fruit, flower, or 
foliage, the whole year ; indeed, abundantly with all 
three during the six months of fair weather, lieauti- 
fid and pleasant, however, as this river is, li'ic eveiy 
thing created, it has its disadvantaiies. From the 
fulluig of the first rains in March to November, it is 
death to sle^'p in the country Hiijoining to it, both 
within and without its hankn ; the whole inhabitants 
retire in villages on the top of the neighbouring 
mountains ; and these are all robbers and assassins, 
who descend from tlieir habitations on the heights to 
lie in wait for, and plunder, the travellers that pass. 

The plenty of tisii in thi.s river occasions more thivn 
an ordinary number of crocodiles to resort hither. 
These are so darin;x and fearless, that when the river 
swells, so as to be passable only by people upon raft?, 
or skins blown up with wind, tl^'y are frequently 
carried oil' by these voracious and vi-.iilant aninlal^'. 
Tiiere are also many hippopotami, which here an; 
called Gomari. There are al>o vast multitudes of lions 




.. f»rj of the province of Sire; BOCordU 
Lf«llm nan entered that of Samcn, vhl 

LiiE lanpdernf Jons, hitd nevor lal 
. , If acknairledged bis iieij^liljiiur, ] 
•a Bai, m tlie kiugsof his making ai li» tut 
lie had reoiuined. on Oie top of a hl^h nick, el 
jmei' Sock, about eight miloj from Ike fol 
tliMe rcBtons, UB well u tliat lEn-astlieiuostai 
tpol our treiGllers hod erer yet aeen, tli«r It 
tution im the TetuiM irith gnat TeifraE. 
On tlieSTth, aDttle post bU in tiiemonib 



above, »liidi. after a short courjo llirough 
Tallpy. joma tht Te.ciii.ie. At Jjalf-)iuit se> 
l«fl Iho river, uid begun to nBcuDd the mo 
whicb forni the south eitls of the vallev, or [ 
ttet liter. The path is uan-av, wiiulit a» nt 



beads. Nonubuttlie >'ouni nomcn appifiiretl 
were of a liijliter colour, tHller. anil, in gener 
biiautlful, tUun those ut Kella. Thi:ir noE 
flatter tbaa tltose of tlie Abvssinians whom 
Tellers had ;cc seem. Ttie; nere inclined to 
liant Ui all bargains bat tliow of one kind, i 



6old, and that all cojne6» sinQ c 
' ■ 'lich niight Q\wa7s\ 



shlv was 
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fhoie at Kellt, and their convenatkm more 
Mgh tnd peremptory. 

Oar travellerB' tent was pitched at the head of In- 
ttnrib^iay on the north of the plain of Tabulaque. 
nds riTer riies among the rocks at the bottom of a 
Utda eminence, in a small stream, which, from its 
'wNuroey runs fen^ swiftly, and the water is warm. The 
BMUNUBts said, tnat, in winter, in time of the rains, it 
aacwme hot. and smolced. It was in taste good. 

On the 28th, near seven hi the morning, they con- 
ttnaed their journey ; and saw the small 'dllage Mote- 
eha, <m the top of the mountain, half a mile south of 
^thani* Ateignt, they crossed the river Aira; and, 
at half-past eight, the river Tabul, the boundary of 
tha distnet of Tabulaque thickly covered with wood, 
and especially a sort of cane, or bamboo, solid within, 
called there Shemale, which is used in makins shafts 
tiiw Javelins, or light darts thrown from the hand, eitlier 
•u toot or on horseback, in hunting or in war. Thev 
alighted on the side of Anderassa, rather a small 
stream, and which had now ceased running, but 
which gives the name to the district throagh which 
thev were passing. Its water is muddy and ill- tasted , 
ana fiedls into the Tecazze, as do all the rivers they 
bad yet passed. 

The next day, at six o'clock in the morning, they 
proceeded through thick woods of small trees, quite 
overgrown, and covered with wild oats, reeds, and 
long grass, so that it was very difficult to find a path 
through them. After travelling along the ed^e of a 
hill, with the river on their left, they crossed it; it is 
called the Bowiha, and is the Isurgest they had lately 
seen. At nine they encamped upon the small river 
Angaria, that gives its name to a district which begins 
at the Bowiha where Anderassa ends. The river An- 
garia is much smaller than the BowihOk*. \\.tS&^%\<(^S^c^^ 
westward in a plain near MoTit;e&e^\ak *, «k.^\<« t^w\\vc\!^ 
haJfa mile, it falls down a steep pTecv^iVefevoXo •a.NtlX- 
Jejr, then turns to the N. E. and, aitei a <io\iw^o\v«^ 
^^ N 



milei and a btit fuithei, joins the Bowibi a little 

Tlie HOiall village Atiirari lies about two milm 
S. S. W. on the IO|, of a hill. Haitia, wtalcli aeein( 
a targe town formed by n colleclion of many Tllkgei, 
iaslxmileaaoutb, uleusHutl]' situated uuiuugi iiriety 
armountHiD9,a]l otdifierent and eitruordi nary uhiipci; 
Bouie ore itralght iikc calumoa, and some thurpintiw 

flint, and broad in Iba hme, likr pvniniida and obe- 
akii, and Borne like cones. All thsi^e, lor the moat. 
part, inanccbiible, anlws with psin and das^r to 
tiioui Ihut know the patjis, are placet of refUKG and 
aafrtj In time of w^r, and ore agreeably separatedi 
from each oiUer by iiniall pIkIbb produuing eratn. 
Saaus of these, however, hive ai the top -water end 

DUKiber of men, independent nf ntaat is doing below 
them. Rs,azatignl!iei delight or picaiare, and, pro- 
bably, such a situation of the countfT hue given the 
name to it. It Is chleBy inhabited by Muiiometan 
merchants, it is the enire-pol between Masfuab and 
Gondar, and there are bore people of very cnnuder- 
Hble substance. 

This place the company left at seven in the morn- 
ing of tlie SDlh, keuping: along the side of the ricer. 
They then ascended a. Iiigli hill covered with sreiis 
and trues, through aicry dilBcnlt and steep road; nt 
tho end of which they came to a ginall and agreeable 
plain, witli plesatnt hillH on each side called Monle- 
seglB, At half-past sevuii they were in the middle of 
three villngea of the same name, two to the right and 
one on the left, about half a mile distant. At balf- 
Q;ist nine lliev n^tsscd a s^injil rlrcr, tailed Darjicoyi 
jury between Addergey and 



^v 
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AbOTe this wood are bare, nigged, and barren mouD- 
taint. Midway in the cliff is a miserable village, that 
Menu rather to hane than to stand there, scarcely a 
vard of level ground being before it to hinder its in- 
sabitants from falling down the precipice. The wood 
if full of lemons and wild citrons, from which it ac- 
qnirea its name. Before the tent, to the westward, 
was a very deep valley, which terminated thb little 

e in in a tremendous precipice. The river Mai- 
mi, rising above the village, falls into the wood, 
and there it divides itself into two : one branch siir- 
lonndi the north of the plain, the other the south, and 
ftUa down a rock on each side of the valley where 
they unite, and, after having run about a quarter of 
a mile further, are precipitated into a cataract 150 
feet high, and run in a direction south-west into the 
Teeazze. This river was now but small, although it 
la Tiolent in winter ; beyond this valley are five hills ; 
on the top of each is a villuge. The Shum resides in 
the one tnat is in the middle. He gave our travellers 
seemingly a hearty welcome, but had malice in his 
heart against them ; and only waited to know for 
certainty if it was a proper time to gratify his avarice. 
A report was spread about with {xreut confidence, that 
Bas Michael had been defeated by Fasil ; that Gon- 
dar had rebelled, and Wo^^ora was all in arms ; so 
that it was certain loss of life to attempt the passage 
of Lamalmon. 

The hysDnas this night devoured one of the best of 
our travellers' mules. They are here in great plenty, 
and so are lions ; the roaring and grumbling of the 
latter, in the part of the wood nearest their tent, 

freatly disturbed their beasts, and prevented them 
rom eating their provender. But they were still 
more incommoded by a smaller animal, a large black 
ant, little less than an inch long, which, coming out 
from under the ground, demolished their carpets, 
which they cut all into shreds, and part of the lining 
of the tent likewise, and every bag or sack the^ coiiUL 



find. Theus they liad drat Been in great Dumbers at 
Aiigari ; bat lieru tlit^y were InUilerable. Their bile 
uaussB a canaiilerablE InBuamBtlan, and the pain i« 
greater than Uiac whieli ariaes from the bitt: ot a i 
acdrpion; they are called Giaidan. 

OHthelstorFchraary the Shiim sent bla piwpleta \ 
talne, as be >aid, their inercluiiid»e, Uiut they might \ 
pay ciutoni. Mr. Brace hnmour^d thfm 10 tar as tD i 
opea tlia cssea where were the leleacopes and qaad' ] 
rant ; and they coulil urily wander at ihiogs sacb m 
tliey had DGter befom Ken. j 

On the 3d the Bhani eame Mmaelf, and a violalt < 
alteicatlon ensued. He iasietai upon Michael'»de- 
feat ; Mr. Bruce told IiIid that the contrary waa the 
fact, aad bEg^ed hiiu to beware leet it should be told 
to Ibe Ras upon hi9 return that be bad propagated 
such a falsebooHj. After some liolent words, be held 
a coBsultBtloa with bis people for ubout half an hour, 
after nbicb be came in agaui, seemingly quite another 
iqan, and said be would di'patcli Cbc travellers on tJie 
morrow, and send tliem tl]iit evening srime prariuan. ] 
As he softened hia tone, so did Mr. Bruce his. IIb 
gave him a aiaall preseut, and the Shutu went awsy 
repeating his promises. But all that eiening passed 
withontprorision,aniIaU next davwitbutttblii canting. 

Onthe4thofFebrnary tlu-jli'fl AiWlt^'.'v : hunger 
pressing Uiem, they werf m-^'"y''i to ii" it ^nrljer, 

and for this they had bi'i'.. '" ' 'li' iiiom- 

ingj^bal^tbeirlossnf a !ti nthey 

packed^ their tent, ti- , ililier- 

atOS.j^U\e empJojiiJ ... - .o„,.j ... tlidr 

departure, whicli was just at t;ifi dawn of day, a 
Lyiena, unseea by any, fastened upon one of Yasiiie's 
asses, aod bad almost pulled bis tail away, A boy, 

flew to Mr. Bruce's musket. Vaaine was diyoiiiii^ 
the poles of the tent, and having one half'^of the 
largeit in bia liand, lie ran to the assistance of bis asi, 
and in tliat tuoinent the musket went off, luckily 
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iimfged with one ball, which nve Yatine a flesh 
WMiid between the thumb and lore linger of his left 
hand. The boy instantly threw down the masket, 
wldoh had terrified the hynna, and made him let go 
the aaa ; bnt he stood ready to fight Yasine, who, not 
amnaing himself with tlie chok» of weapons, gave 
Mm ao rode a blow with a tent-pole npon his head, that 
k ftUed him to the groond, others, with pikes, put 
fOk and to his life. Yasine's wound was seen to be a 
trifle ; bnt that of the poor ass was verv severe. The 
atump remained, the tail hanging by a piece of it,which 
they were obliged to cut offl The next operation was 
ftotoal cantery ; but as they had made no teead for 
braakfittt, their fire had been early out. Tliey, there- 
Ibnu were obliged to tie the stump round wiui whip- 
wtdf tiU they could get fire enough to heat an iron. 

Th^ continued their journey along the side of a 
hilly through thick wood and high grass : then des- 
eended into a steep, narrow valley, the sides of which 
had been shaded with high trees, but in burning the 
grass the trees were consumed likewise ; and the 
uioots from the roots were some of them above eight 
feet high since the tree had thus suffered that same 
year. The river Angueah runs through the middle 
of tliis valley ; after receiving the small streams 
l>efore mentioned, it makes its way to the Tecazze. 
It is a very clear swift-running river, something less 
than the Bowiha. 

When they had just reached the river-side, they 
saw the Sbum coming from the ri^ht hand across 
them. There were nine horsemen m all, and four- 
teen or fifteen beggarly footmen. He had a well- 
dressed young man going before him carrying his gun, 
and had onlya whip in hid own hand ; the rest had lances 
in theirs ; but none of the horsemen had shields. It 
was universally agreed, that this seemed to be a party 
set for them, and that he probablv had others before 
appointed to join him. Upon their first appearance, 
our travellers had stopped on this side of the m^t \ 



but Wi^lletiL Michae 






Mr. BruFD G;ai imuieilia-Wly upon horaebick; and 
us soon ■« thcj oUaervfld iliem drive iheir heastsinlo 
ths river, one of ttatir horsemen cnms nallnplnu op, 
while tlia oMien conthiiiuil at a emart walk Wben 
the huTBeman was nitbiu twelve jards' distance af 
tliein, Hr. Bruce culled upon liirn to atop ; and, aa 
he Vftlued hia lifv, not Id appmsch nesrer. Oa ibk' 
""■fulty to obuy, but 






'h aller^ 



t tbe Sluim, and his son 



rith II 



Vdrleriisy wi 



t upon Ihe higliToad. He 
■Id were nhat bis duea hod 
deither have that, or follow 
' Shuia," said Mr. Brace, 
, apparently with a dealgft 
to do ui lome harm. Now we are going to Debra 
Taaa, and you are ^oing thither. If you chuse to 



them to Debra Tuon. 



e young ii 



11 that c. 



'e iliull lake ci 
m we I 



It Debra 

I, the 



e sun 
![ been olf, desired 1ea' 
Bpeuk with his father, aa they now b^£Bn to look upon 
tiieia»elve» as prisoners. The conversutioii lasted 
abuiit five minutes; at length the Shuiu said, be 
Hould ouike a proposal :— Since Mr. Bruce bad do 



r 
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nerebandlfe, and was going to Ras Michael, he would 
■eoept of the red cloth, its valae being aboatacrown, 
proTided they swore to make no complaint of him at 
Gondar, nor speak of what had happened at Debra 
Toon : while he likewise would swear, after haying 
joinea his servants, that he would not again pass that 
river. Peace was concluded upon tiiese terms. Mr. 
Brace gave him a piece of red Surat cotton cloth, and 
added some cohol, incense, and beads for his wives. 
He gave to the young man that carried the gun two 
strings of bugles to adorn iiis legs, for which he seem- 
ed wonderfully graceful. . The Sbum returned, not 
with a very placid countenance ; his horsemen joined 
him in tiie middle of the stream, and away they went 
soberly together. 

Hausa was from this place S. £. eight miles dis- 
tant. Its mountains, of so many uncommon forms, 
had a very romantic appearance. At one o'clock they 
alighted at the foot of one of the highest, called De- 
bra Toon, about half way between the mountain and 
village of that name, which was on the side of the 
hUl about a mile N. W. Still farther to the N. W. 
is a desert hilly district, called Adebarea, the coun- 
try of the slaves, as being the neighbourhood of the 
Shangalla, the whole country between being waste 
and uninhabited. 

Tlie mountains of Waldubba, resembling those of 
Adebarea, lay north about four or five miles. Waldub- 
ba, which sipiifies the Valley of the Hysena, is a ter- 
ritory entirely inhabited by the monks, who, for mor- 
tification's sake, have retired to this unwholesome, 
hot, and dangerous country, voluntarily to spend their 
lives in penitence and prayer. This, too, is the only 
retreat of great men in disgrace or in disgust. These 
first shave their hair, and put on a cowl like the monks, 
renouncing the world for solitude, and taking vows 
which they resolve to keep no longer than exigencies 
require ; after which they return to the world again, 
leaving their cowl and sanctity in Waldubba. The 




moiiki are li*ld la gjeat veueratiou ; are Relieved Ijy 
many to Iwie tlie gift of propheoy, and same af tbem 
to work miraclts; and are very aclive Intlramenu 
toBtir up the people Id time oT trouble. 

Violent fevers perpetually reign there. The inhs- 
bitanta are all of the colnur of u cnrpte ; and their 
neighhouTS, the Shiuigullai, by conBtant Inroads, de- 
itroy many or them, thougti lately tliey have beta 
stopped, as they aay, hy the praycra of Ihe monka; 
but the real cautie i] the tuiBll-pox, whidi baa greatly 
reduced the straogth and nmaber of ttie 9hHng*Ulii' 
and exUnguithed to a mait, whole tribei nf then. i 

The water ia both acaroe and bad at Debri Tooti, 
there belie hut on e Bpriiif, or fountain; and it naa ex- 
ceedingly 111 toated. Our tmvdiera did not intend to 
make this a station ; but having aentnaervaat to Hau- 
l which the hyffina bad 
their man, who waa not 
nith the SIiiUD 



Auucrgey, wug lULguL HLup Luu luuje Luruirmn ut 

sloms. They departed however, at seven o'clock 
the morning of the 5th, and caiDB to the edge of a 
ep valley bordered nith wood, the deacenl of which, 
very ateep. Tlie Anw, lari^e and more rapid than 
igueah, rana through the middle of thla valley , 
Tieil Is full of large, amonth stones, and the aides 






lually cleatand rapid n'iih tli 

laToftLe 



■vallcv of Sh-e. At tea they found tlitm^he 
middle of three villages, two to the right, ana one on 
the left, called Adaiaara, from A'dama a mountain, 
on the east aide of which ia Tchober. At eleven they 
encamped at the fbot of the mountain Adama, in a 
small piece of level uround, after pasaing a pleiiHaiit 
wood of no considerable extent. Adama, in Aiahaiii', 

so than the view from this station. Tchober is eloie. 
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I at the foot of the mountain, snrroanded on every side, 
I axoept the north, by a deep valley covered with wood . 
On toe other side of this valley are the broken hills 
vhich constitute the rugged banks of the Anzo. On 
tlie point of one of these, most extravagantly shaped, 
to tlu9 vUli^e Sliahi^anah, projecting as it were over 
the river ; and, behind these, the irreprular and broken 
mountains of Salent appear, especisdly those around 
H«n«a, in forms whien European mountains never 
wear ; and still higher, above these, is the long ridge 
of Saraen, which run along in an even stretch till 
ihev are interrupted by the high conical top of La- 
malmon, reaching above the clouds, and reckoned to 
be the highest hill in Abyssinia, over the steepest 
part of which, by some unknown fatality, the road 
of ail caravans to Gondar must lie. 

As soon as they passed the Anzo, immediately on 
their right was that part of Waldubba, full of deep 
valleys and woods, in which the monks used to hide 
themselves from the incursions of the Shangalla. 
Above this is Adamara, where the Mahometans have 
considerable villages ; and, by their populousness and 
strength, have greatly added to the safety of the 
monl^. Still higher than these villages isTchober, 
where our travellers now encamped. 

On the left hand, after passing the Anzo, all is Sha- 
hagaanah, till you come to the river Zarima. It extends 
in an east and west direction almost parallel to the 
mountains of Samen, and in this territory are several 
considerable villages ; the people are much addicted 
to robbery, and rebellion, in which they were en- 
gaged at this time. Above Salent is Abbergale, and 
above that Tamben, which is one of the principal 
provinces in Tigre, commanded at that time by Kefla 
Yasous, an officer of the greatest merit and reputa- 
tion in the Abyssinian army. 

At six in the morning of the Cth, they left Tchober, 
and passed a wood on the side of the mountain. At a 
quarter past eight they crossed the river Zarima, a 



cl«ar Btriiata rtinniiiK aver > bottom of stonea. It is 
about B> Inriie at the Anzo. On the banks of thii 
riTtr, and all thi« day, tlifv pasted under trees lar^ 
null more beautiful than thpy had eeen tince l^armg * 
le TeoazEB. Thev now entered a nairoiv de&le be- I 



twpea two inouDiBins, where raniinotbfrrii'iilBt; thsy \ 
continued ailianchig along the side ofit, tillthe vat- J 
ley became «o narrow us to leave no room hut in tb*' 1 
bed of the livnlet itself, ll is called Muj-Agam, or | 

Tlmo. It was dry nt the mnutb, (tlie wate 
there ahsorbeiiand hidden under the sand,)bu 
where the ([round was flnner, rail a brisk at ... . _ 
excellent vater, and it has the appearance of being 
broad, deep, and rapid In winter. At ten they Bo- 
camped upon its banks, which areb«re bordered with ,' 
high trees or cummel, at Ibis time both loaded witbi \ 
fruit and flowers. Here is also a variety of other 
curioastreea and plants. Mai-Agau consistsoftbree ' 
iQluBOfl ; one two oiiles distant, easC-and-by-norttai J 
one at eome distance, N. X. W. ; the third at one f 
mile distance, 6. E. by south. 

liarly on the 7tli they began to ascend the monn- 
taiti ; ataquarter past seven the village Lik lav east i 
of them. Murass, a country full of low but broheu 
mountains, and deep narrow valleva, bears S. W. ; I 
and Walkayt in ths same direction, but farther off. I 
At a quarter past eight, Oiogerobha, distant from j 
them aliubit a mile S. W. : it it) a vjilaiie sitaated upou I 
a mounlain that joins I^amalmon. Two mllei to the I 
S. E. IB the vm4e Taguiait on the mounuin which I 

A little beibre nine o'clock ttiay pitched their tait 
on a small phiin called DIppi'baha, on the top of tbe 
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eknrch of St. Geoive, on the top of a small hill to the 
eastward, sairounded with large trees. 

Having left this station the nesct day at seven, they 
had two small villages on their left ; one on the S. £. 
distant two miles, the other on the south, one mile 
tiff; they are called Wora, and so is the territory for 
some space on euch side of them ; bat beyond the 
valley, all is Shahagaanah to the root of Lamalmon. 
At a quarter past seven the village of Gingerohha 
was three miles on their right; and they were now 
a«eending Laraahnon, through a very narrow road, or 
rather path, for it scarcely was two feet wide any 
where. - It was a spiral winding up the side of the 
mountain, always on the very brink of a precipice. 
Torrents of water, which in winter carry prodi}{ious 
stones down the side of this mountain, had divided 
this path in several places, and opened a view of that 
dreadful abyss below, which few heads can bear to 
look down upon. Tbey were here obliged to unload 
their baggage, and, by slow degrees, crawl up the 
hill, carrying it little by little upon their shoulders 
round these chasms where the road was intersected. 
The mountains grew steeper, the paths narrower, and 
the breaches more frequent, as they ascended. Scarcely 
were their mules, though unloaded, able to scramble 
up. After two hours of constant toll, at nine o'clock 
they alighted in a small plain called Kedus, or St. 
Michael, from a church and village of that name, 
neither beast nor man being able to go a step further. 

The plain of St. Michaelis at the foot of a steep 
cliff which terminates the west side of Lamalmon. It 
is here perpendteular like a wall, and a few trees only 
upon the top of the cliff. Over this precipice flow 
two streams of water, which never are dry, but run 
in all seasons. They fall into a wood at the bottom 
of this cliff, and preserve it in continual verdure all 
the year, though the plain itself below is all rent into 
chasms, and cracked by the heat of the sun. These 
two streams form a considerable rivulet in the i^l^vx 



or St. HlcWI, and lire a great relief bat .._. 

end cattle in tills tedious uid dllBcalt poiSBge DVafl 
tlie moantiin. 

Tile air oq Lanialmon is pleaeant and lemperate. 
Our tr»vello« htre found tLeir appetite rotum, with a 
clieerfulness, liKlilneas of spirits, and u!;iliiy nf liodi, 

ttielr noDled tone, nliieli thejr bad I0.41 m ilir Inw, 

The eun^reis indeed liot ; butia tiic inuj-nlii-ucui^l 
bnieze nevrr f^la, wbicli Ircreaaca tis tik' Kun rites 
Ugli, In the ahftde IE b atwayi mol. l.amalnioD » ^ 
tbe paSB tliniDeh which lid) Ihc road of all uaravana tn 

gageiind menhandiie, wlilub thay irinsmil to the 
Negade fUf, or chief officer of tlie cuHoms at O™- 

dor, bv a man whom tlicy eend to nocompany the j 

earavan. Thereia ulsoapreaent oramlde.dueloUiB . 

private proprietor of tlie ground ; and this is leried I 

with great ri){ourandciolence,and, for the most pait, 1 

■with injustice : so that this atalion, which, by the es- ' 

tabiishmcnc ol^ file caatom-hoitBe, and neanicu to the < 

by goiernnient, b aiwaj a the pluco where the first \ 
robberies and murdera are committed in unsettled 
times. 1 

Tb« persons whose rl|jbC it was to leiy cotiUibii- 1 
tions were two, a father and eon ; the oiii man was 1 
dressed very decently, spolie little, but Htuoothly, and 1 
bad a very good eartiage. He prafesfed a violent 
hatred to all Mahnmetaris, on account of their reli- 
gion. In the evening the son, wiiu seemed to be the 

them a quantity of bread and bouia, which his lather 
had ordered before. He seen^ed to be much taken 
with the Hre-arms, and was very inquisitive about 
them. Mr. Bruce showed him the manner of shoot- 
ing flying, there being Quails in abundance, and wild 
pigeoas, of which he killed several on the wing, which 
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I lift Hm yoang man in the ntmost •stonbhmeiit. 

I tUnioK got on boraeback, Mr. Brace next went 

I tkraocph the ezereise of the Arabs, with a long spear 
aai n abort javelin. He was wonderfully talcen with 

I tka fierce and fienr appearance of the horse, and, at 
the aame time, with his docility, the form of the sad- 
4tey bridte. and accontrements. He at last tlirew the 
■aarlali off bis feet, twisted his upper garment into 
Ui girdle, and set off at so furious a rate, that our 
.Imvdler could not help doubting whetlier he was in 
-Ue iober understandinp:. It was not long before be 
bedL, and with lum a man servant, carrying a 



abaap and a goat, and a woman with a Jar of honey- 
wkie. Mr. Bruce now put liis horse to a gpaUop, and, 
with one of the barrels of his gun, shot a pigeon, and 
immediately fired the other toto the ground. This 
was vepeated several times at his desire ; after which 
ba went into the tent, where he invited himself to Mr. 
&niee's honse at Oondar ; where he was to teach him 
every thing he had seen. They now swore perpetual 
friendship ; and a horn or two of hydromel being 
emptied, Mr. Bruce spolce in favour of his fellow-tra- 
vellers, (whom he was apprehensive of beuig obliged 
to leave behind with men who would sliew them no 
fiAvour,) and obtained a promise that they should have 
leave to set out together. He would, moreover, take 
no awide, and said he would be favourable in his re- 
port at Gondar. At this time a servant of Michael's 
sent by Petros, Janni's brother, arrived, and put an 
end to all their difficulties. The young soldier also 
liLept his word, and a mere trifle of awide was given. 
rather by the Moor's own desire than from demand ; 
and the report of their baggage, and dues thereon, 
were as low as could be wished. Their friend had 
likewise sent a servant of his own to Gk>ndar with 
the billet to accompany the caravan. This man re- 
ported that Has Michael had actually beaten Fasil, 
and forced him to retire to the other side of the Nile, 
and was then in Maitsha, where it was thought he 




would remain' niUi the arnijr all tlie rainy B«BBaD. 
This wua just what our trateller wished, M [t brought 
bin) St once lotheiifiithliaurhoodDl'tliesniircesof the 
Nile, without the emaUest shadow of fear or danger. ' 

Oil the 9th, St seven o'clock, tbey look ]vaveot 1 
the I'rieiids wlinni ihej Iiad su iitwiy acquired, and I 
beaan to naceiid what stjJi rpmainnl of the niDuntalii, I 
wlilch, tltougli steep and fnll at' hurhe», was niudl ICM ] 
difScultthau that which tbey hod pasbed. At aqUBr-^ 1 
ter past seieii they arrived at the top of Lumuiiion, I 
which has, fTDiD below, the appeuFBiice of being thaip^ ] 
pointed. On tJie contrary, they were much snrpiAed 1 
lo flnil there a large plaht, part in paslum, bat more 
beufinft grain. It is full of springs, and seeias to be 
the great reservoir wlience arise most of tiie rlters 
thai water Itiii part of Abyssinia. A multitude of 
Etrearut issue from the summit In all directions ; thi . 
■pri[igB holl out from the earth in large quantities, ' 
capable of turning a mill. Tiiey plough, sow, and 
re.ip, here at all Beasans ; and tlie hosbandman must , 
hlauie his own indolence, and not the soil, if he hi* 
not three harvest!. Oar traTellera saw, in one plaoe, 
people bats cutting down wheat ; immediately nert 
to it, otUk at the plough ; and t)ie adjoinlDg Held 
had green corn In the ear; a little further, it waanot 
an iuch above the ground. 

LamaluiOD Is on the N. W. part of the mountaina 
of Samen. That of Giiigerohliu, with iwo pointed 
tops, Joins ]t on the north, and ends cliese mounlalns 
here, SJid is separated froio the plain of St. Michael 
by a very deep gully. Neither Lainalmon nor Gin- 
gerohha, though higher liian tlie mountaina of Ti^nr, 
ari? equal in height tosomeof tiioEeut'Samen. Those 
to tlie S. £. seem to be much higher, rapeciall^' that 
aharji-pointedhill Aid baOideon, the present residence 
of the governor of Sanien, Aylo Tesfos. This is 
otherwise called the Jemi' Bock, and la famous in 
the iiistory of this country for the many revolts of the 
.'fir9 4g:aiiist the AhyBehilan kings. 



1 
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ii everywhere so steep and high, that it is not enough 
to tay against the will, hut without the assistance of 
those above, no one from below can venture to ascend. 
On the top is a lurge plain, affording plenty of pas- 
ture, as well as room tor ploughing and sowing for ti.e 
maintenance of the army ; and there is water, at all 
teasons, in sreut plenty, and even tish in the streams 
upon it ; so tliat, although ihe inhabitants of the moun- 
tain had been often besieged for a considerable time 
tc^ether, they suffered little inconvenience from it, 
nor ever were taken unless by treason; except by 
Christopher de Guma and his Portuguese, who are 
•aid, by their own historians, to have stormed this 
rock, and put the Mahometan garrison to the sword. 

The language of Lamalmon is Amharic ; but there 
are many villages where the language of the Fa- 
lasha is spoken. These are the ancient inhabitants of 
the mountains, who still preserve the religion, lan- 
guage, and manners, of their ancestors, and live in 
villages by themselves. Their number is now consi- 
derably diminished, and this has proportionably lower- 
ed their power and spirit. They are now wholly 
addicted to agriculture, hewers of wood, ami carriers 
of water, and tiieonly potters and masons inaLbyssinia. 
In the former profession they excel greatly -, and in 
general, live better than the other Abyssinians ; which 
these, in revenge, attribute to a skill in magic, not to 
superior industry. Their villages are generally strongly 
situated out of the reach of marching armies, other- 
wise they would be constantly rifled, partly from 
hatred, and partly from hopes of finding money. 

At half-past seven in the morning of the 10th, the 
party proceeded along the plain on the top of Lamal- 
mon ; it is called Lama ; and a village of the same 
name bore about two miles east. At eight they passed 
two villages called Mockeo, one W. by N. at one 
mile and a half, the other S. £. two miles distant. 
At half-past eight they crossed the river Macara, u 
considerable stream running with a very great cur- 



rest, nJiicb is tbe boundary betweoi Woggora and 1 
LumaliDOD. At aine n'clock thpy encamped at some 1 
itiHUll lUJa^B culled Macars, ander a cbureb named 1 

and, though tbe oighia wtre very cold, tbey had uot 
observed the amnlleBI dew tiinre Ibeir firtt auenduig 
tbe mountain, Tbe province of Wo^gora begini at 
Macara: tliougb tbe sume aignifiea nony or rocj^ ' 
proiince, it la all plaui, and reckoned the grBnary of 
Gondar on tbb Bide. Tlie wbeat of Woggora i» not 

food, owing probnbl J to the height of thSt pntvlooe, , 
t makes an indiBerent bread, and i? mucli leu es- 
iBcmed than Uiai of Fu^oara and D^mbea, low flat 
(iroviaees, stidtered with liills, ibat lie upon tbe side 
of thelakeTzniia. 

Tbey left Macaro at seven in tbe morning of the 
13tli, still travelliuH tbrougli (lie {iluiii of Woggora. 

herds of cattlo of aJlhinds feed un eierv aide, fiaiinB 
large end beautiful horns, vxci^edlngiy vide, and 
bosses upon their bocka like camels; theli colour is 
moatly black. At nine oBisaed the river Giranm,which 
runs H.ik W. Hud terminates the diatrict of Lamal- 
mon, belwung that of Ulram. At ten, tbe church of 
St. Qeorgti remoiiilng on their right, one mile dittanl, 
Ibey eroMcd a river callnd Sbimhra Zuggan, and en- 
eampadaboat two hundred yards from it. The toUey 
of that name is more broken and uneven than any part 
they had invC nith tince they ascended LaniiLlaion. 

At seven in tbe morning of the Hext day, they pro- 
ceeded atill flloog the pbiin ; and saw uliove twenty 
villngcB on their right and left, mmed and destroyed 
from the lowest foundation by Has Michael m hia late 
march to Gondar. At half-past eight tbe church of 
Muriam was about a hundred yards on their left. At 
ten they encamped under Tamamo. Tbe country 
here is full of people; the villages arc mostly ruined, 
nliiob in eome placca they are rebuilding. It is 
wholly sown with t-iaiu of different kinds, but mora 
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I especially with wheat. For the production of this 
pvip, the people had everv where extirpated the 
woody and now labour uncfer a great scarcity of 
ftael. Since passing Lamalmon, the only substitute 
fat it was cow's and mule's dung, which is collected, 
made into calces, and dried in the sun. From Adder- 
gey hither, salt uthe current-money, in large purcba- 
sasy such as sheep or other cattle : cohol and pepper, 
fbr smaller articles,^ such as flour, butter, fowls, &c. 
Tbe price of provisions began to augxncnt consi- 
derably in proportion as they approached the 
eapitaJ. 

At forty minutes past ten were gratified with the 
sight of Gk)ndar. »oon after they began to ascend 
. about two miles through a broken road, having on 
their right in the valley below, the river Tcha^assa ; 
and liore begins the territory of that name. Still de- 
scending the hill, they passed a large spring of water, 
called Beimbola, together with several plantations of 
sugar-canes which grow herefrom the seed. At 
eleven o'clock the village Tchagassa was about 
half a mUe distant from them ou their right, on 
the other side of the river. It is inhabited by 
Mahometans ; as is Waalia, another smdj^ one near 
it. At twelve o'clock they passed the nver Tcha- 
gassa over a bridge of three arches ; the middle of 
which is Gothic, the two smaller Roman. This bridge, 
though small, is solid and well cemented, built witii 
stone by order of Facilidas, who probably employed 
those of his subjects who had retained the arts of the 
Portuguese, but not their religion. 

The Tchagassa has very steep^ rocky banks ; it is 
so deep, though narrow, that, without this bridge, it 
would scarcely be passable. They encamped at a 
small distance from it, but nearer Gondar. Here 
again our travellers met with trees, (sftiall ones in- 
deed,) but the first they had seen since leaving La- 
malmon, excepting the usual groves of cedars. It is 
the Virginian cedar, or oxy-cedros, in this country 
14 o 
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culled Art, witb whicli their cliurcliesnre constantly 
■urrauudcd. 

On lliG ISCb, their liegitn to asceiid the mnuntBin ; 
tnd puaed a ilUiige on Clieir left. Soon after the; 
pasKd Tibs and Marian, two churclies, the one on 
theirrigfat, the other on their lett, about halfa mile 
diatunt ; and dbev them Beveml small rillugrs, IdIa- 
blted by FftlsElia, mmons and tliBlfliers of hoiuei, 
employed Bt Qondar. At lialf-paat eight they cmne 
to tiie village Tocutetao, and la a quarter of an hour, 
passed theriierofthat Dame, antl in atciFmUiateg rest- 
ed Du ihe river Aagrah,ahuut)iiilfii mile from Oondar. 

Tobugassa Is the last: of the many itinuJl dtstrlctii 
which, together, compose Wnggorn, geneiMlly under- 
stood to be dtpcudctit on S-iineD, thuufjli ol'i;i!n, from 
the tarbolent spirit of its ciiieiE, bErui^;;ling for inde- 
pendency, an at tlie present time, but sure tu pay for 
it immediEtcly after. In fact, tbou|rh large, it is too 
near Gondar, to be suffered to coiil!^]De in rebellion : 
and being rich and well cnltivate:!, it derives Ite sup- 
port from the capitBl, as being the mart of its pro- 
duce. IllscertBlmy oaeof the most fruitful provinea! 
In Abyasil^^ but the inhabirants are miserably poor, 
nomithaWdlng their tbree-fold hariesta; nhereoafn 
Egypt, beholden to this country alone for its fertility, 
one moderate harvest gives plenty every where. 

Woggora is full of lurge ants, and prodigiouB 
(warms of rata and mice, which consume immense 
quantities of groin; to thesis plagues maybe added 

nliich spiwdily destroys all the advantnges of nature, 
climate, and situation. 

On the arrival of Mr. Bruce in the Abyssinian 
capital he found that both the king and Ras Michapi, 
for whom he had letters, were bo th absent ; and, though 
he liad others for Petros, the brotiier of hia friend 
Janni, and the Greelis, these could be of no use, as 
they too were out of town. There was not, therefore, 
a single p^Teoa to wham he could upply for anything. 
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The canvaiiy on its ftp|m»ch to tiie citv, had been 
met by many Mahometans, who were all apprised of 
bis coming, and to whom he explained his utuation. 
One of these, named Hagi Saleh, advised our tra- 
veller to continue to wear his Moorish dress, and pnt 
him in possession of the house provided for Mahomet 
CUbiiern, wliere he might remain unmolested by the 
fautical priests till he should obtain: some protection 
from ffovemment or the great people of the country. 
TkB Moorish town is situated at tne iunction of the 
river Angrah with the Kaliha, a smaller stream, and 
consists of 9000 houses, among which, some are very 
oood and spacious. Titat destined for Mahomet Gib- 
oerti, in which Mr. Bruce now took up his residence, 
was a very neat habitation. 

By Janni's servant, who accompanied Mr. Bruce 
from Adowa, his kind and friendly master had writ- 
ten to Ayto Aylo, a nobleman of great credit, richoa, 
and influence. He was the constant patron of the 
Greeks, as he had also been of the Catholics who had 
ventured into this country, and afterwards l>een 
obliged to leave it. About seven in the evening of 
the day on which Mr. Bruce arrived at Gtyidar, Hagi 
Saleh was much alarmed bv the appearance of a num - 
ber of armed men at his door; and his surprise in- 
creased on seeing Ayto Aylo, who was not known to 
have ever been m the Moorish town before, descend 
from his mule and uncover his head and shoulders, as 
if he had been approaching a person of the first dia- 
tincti<Mi. A contention of civilities immediately fol- 
lowed. Mr. Bruce soon found that bis visitor per- 
fectly understood Tlgre and Amharic, the two native 
lanffuages of Abyssinia, and had a little knowledge 
of Arabic, that is, he understood it when spoken, ior 
he could neither read nor write it, and spoke it very 
ill. The beginning of their discourse was in Arabic, 
and embarrassed enough ; but they had plenty of in- 
terpreters in all languages. The first bashfulness 
being removed on both smes, the conversation began 



in Tigre, wLicb, iince Micliuel liail hecunie B^, » ei 
the iBnguuae niusl commualy uied in GonJHr, Aylo 
v»A not 0. little surprjaoii \o bear Mr, Bruce frpeak It 
to well, and observed, tbat there wa» no fear but ttiat 
he would mike liia war. He iiilbmied our traveller 
tbat Micbael'B son, Welled Hawstytit, bad comeliom 
the cauip ill of a ft^vet, aud tbut his friends were 
afraid it was the Bmall-poi ; tbat they hud Icamed 
from Jannj tbat Hr, Bruce bad saved the li«ea of 
many youn|[ people attacked witli Ibat disease at 
Adona: that the Itcghc or qDeca-mattaefliiid desired 
him to attend the nest monJue, and tbnt he bimielf 
would accompaDy Mr. Bruce tu KDicaiu lo iotroduca 
him to tbe princess. Mr. Brnce replied that be was 
ready lo be guided by hie good advice ; acknowledg- 



converBatlon with Abba Salaiaa, iii wblcli llie latter, 
B blgb dignitary of the Abys'iniun church, had with 
Borne waroitb Expressed bis displeasure that a Frank 
s ^r. Bruce] should lie permitted lo cdidr 



nuanias Mr 
oGoXf' 



"Has Micl 
not friends," rejoined Ayiu Aylo; "and if you can 
do any good for Michael's son, Welled Hawaryat, I 
will answer for It ihet one word of his will stop tlia 
inoutb of u hundred AbUti Salantss." 

Abba Salaiua at that time hlled the post of Acah 
8AU.,nT guardianqfihejire. It is tho third dignity 
of the ebnrch, and he is the lirst religious officer in 
the p^acc. He had a very large revenne, and still 
greater influence. He was exceeding rich, and a 

taken tlie vows of poverty and cbjistity, it we* said 
he luul at tliat time above seventy mistresses in fioii' 
diir. His way of seducing women was as extraor- 

xiiysirts, 
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•oeh occasions. When he had fixed his desires 
up(m a woman, he forced her to comply, tuider paiii of 
excommanication. He was exceedingly eloqaent and 
bold ; was a man of a pleasinff countenance, short, 
and of a fair complexion ', indiflerent, or rather averse 
to wine, but a monstrous glutton ; nice in what he bad 
to eat, to a degree scarcely before known in Abyssi- 
nia; a mortal enemy to all white people, whom he 
classed under the name of Franks, for which the 
Greeks, unituig their interests at favourable times, 
had often very nearly overset him. 

The next morning about ten o'clock, Mr. Bruce, 
in his Moorish dress, went to Ay to Avlo, and found 
him with several great plates of bread, melted butter 
and honey, before him, of one of which he and our tra- 
veller ate : the rest were given to the Moors, and 
other people present. There was with him a priest of 
Koscam, and they all set out for that palace, as soon 
as they had finished breakfast. They passed the brouk 
of St. Raphael, a suburb of Gonaar ; and, upon 
coming in sight of the palace of Koscam, they all 
uncovered their heads and rode slowly. As Aylo 
WHS all-powerful with tlie Iteghe, indeed her first 
counsellor and friend, their admittance was easy and 
iounediaie. They alighted, and were shewn into a 
low room in the palace. Ay to Aylo went immediately 
to tlie Iteghe. or queen, to inquire about Welled 
Hawaryat, who was then ill, and his audience lasted 
two long hours. He returned to them with thenewi>, 
that Welled Hawaryat was much better, by a medi- 
cine, a saint from Waldubba had given him, wiiich 
consisted in some characters written with common ink 
upon a tin plate, which characters were washed off 
by a medical liquor, and then given him to drink. 
It was a^re«d, however, that the complaint was the 
small-pox ; and the good it had done iiira was, he ate 
heartily of brind, or raw beef, after it, though he had 
not eaten before since his arrival, but called perpetu- 
ally for drink. Aylo said that he was to rcmalu «X 



KoEcam till Unrurdis evening, and desired Mr. Bniee , 
to meet him at lii^ house wlieu it grew durk, and to ' 
brin>; Petros vltli bim if he liad reliimeil. 

Od onr traTcllcr'a arrival at Hagi Saleh's boBae, he 
found Petro* waiting far liim. ItwaaeBnytopEiTeife 
in bis counUnance that lie had not auoceeded aacard' 
Ing to biswiali, in hiaintervieirwitli Midiael, urUiat 
be bad met with aoni e tiling tlmt bud rattled and frigbt- 
Qied bim. The latter was aetnally tiie cnae; for 
{(oln^c to the Ras'a tent, Iia bad sten the stulTed akin 
of tbe unlbrtunate Waoilielia, whom Micliael bad. 



anaed to be fluyrd alivd, and wltli whom Petros Wis 
wiili Bcqnninted, swingiag upon a tree, and drying 
In Ihe wind, lie viai so terrified, and struclc with 
such borror at tlie slglil, Iliat be fell Into a kind of 
hjalerie Ht, cried, started, lausilied liirteouily, and 
seemed as 11' he had almo-^E inst liia senaes. It tunwd 
oat that he bad noispolteH oOeword u|jon 1 he aubjecl 
ji-om fear, but had pune to tlie tent of Neg^de Raa 
Ualiomet, the cliii^ of die Moors at Oondur, aiid 
principal mercliont in Aiiyssinia, who, seeing the 
fright be was in, andknowmu Ih^caiiae, lisd repaired 

Bis, and Infuriued biiu iif Mr. Beace'i arrival, and 
the bBhariour ut' Abha Siil.tniii. Tlie Raa'a answi^r 
was, " Abba Saiama i^ en as^, itnd tliey that fuar him 
are worse. Do 1 ciimmand in Gnndar only when I 
itay there 1 My dog is of more consequoBoe in Qon- 
ilar than Abba Salauia." After a short pauae, liecon- 
tinued, " Let Yaioube stay wliorebeis in the Moors' 
town; Salah will let no priesu trouble him there.' 
Mr. Bruve wlicn he went at nigbl to Avto Avlo and 
Petros, had told hla atory that Aylo and be were 
equally afraid- 
Mr. Bruco liad taken lils leave, and v&i returning 
with Saleh ; but belbre he had rejclieil the door, Aylo 
fdliowed and told lilm that Welled Hawarvat was 
^ery ill, aud the tte^'lie Ozoro Altush hii wife, and 
Uzoro Either desireil lha.ti \ie wQuld call to see hiiu 
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tlie follow iiig day. One of bJB dsngli tere had been ill 
name lime before liis aRiFal,iuidabE tan was tbouglit 
in praal danjier. Aocordingiy tbe next day Mr. 
Broeaaud Ayla vent to EoscBm, aad wire just ea- 
teriiig the piluee-door wlien lliey saw a large pro- 
ceuiou of monlu, wbu carried wICli tbem alar^ecro^a 

Aid a pictare in a ven^ dirtj gilt franie. Tb«; ncre 
inliirniBd by Ajto Heikcl, tlw cliambBrlaiii, lliat tliree 
great eaiota fhim Waldubba, one of wliom lud neither 
flUeu nor drunk for twenty yeara, liad promised to 
lOuie WtUed Hanaryat by lading a picture of tlie 

iTirgia tiary and Ibe croaa u|ioa bim, and tberefori; 

'jlyto Aylo wialiei Mr. Bruce not to be seen or inter- 
' tee in tliB iiffkir. " laesareyou," replied the latter, 

■^*Sm I ihD" --'-"--■■-- "■ -' 



in for my meddling In tliL« nffiiir witli ench as 
'""' 'lim by a mlrflcie, I ttma 

I alti'rnurdd, which is m 



tiMet. If they can cure IjuD by a mlrucie. I u 

a I, .1 :,... i,:..j _r _c — "idiiiilnotdobis 



tlian I call promise for lueilicb „ , . 

menil>er what I say to you ; it will indeed be a mira- 
cle if both the father and the daughter are not dead 
before to-ioorrow night." Mr. Brute returned to the 
Moara' town, and that aanie night iiis predietion vai 
faUT f erifled. 
Thecontagion&om Massuah and Adowa hud spread 

Bruce, and luld him tiiat the faith in eainis and pic- 
desire of the queen and Oioro Esther that he should 
remote to the llegbe's palace at Koscam, where all 
their children and urand-ohiidreo were under her care. 
Mr. Bruce accordmgly changed his Moorish drees for 
ao Abyssinian, that, as be bad attended a number of 
Moorisli children labouring under the same disease, 
be inufht carry with bim no infeclion. His hair was 
cut routid, curled, and perfumed, in the Ambaric 
fashion, and he was theocefonvard, In external ap' 
liearaiicc, a perfect Abyssinian. 



sir. Bruue, before he entered on hii ohalge of . 
phydckn, stated to those preieat in tbu palace the 
dbsgreeHbU task now iinpoaud upon him, a atranger 
wltliout BCijnaintanqe or protection, hsring tiie ]Sn- 
guaice but imperlectlf , and without pown or controul 
amung them. He prof^sed his intentian of doing 
hb utmost, although tbe disease was much more 
serious and fatHl in thla country than hi his own; 
but be insisted uii one cO'ndition, which nns, that no 
directions as to reginieji or munukement, even of ibe 
. ._io:..- 1,1. J- ., ,(|gj Blight think, should be 




9 and windunii, lumiguting 
myrrh in abundsncs, and 
.m water and vinegar. The 

j1 fatal regimen in this country, and in 

atpHTle in the east,iiBs been to lieep their patient 
from ibeling the smallest breuth of air; luit drink, a 
fire, and a quantity of covering nre added in Abyssi- 
nia, and the doors abnt so close as even to keep Ihu 

mnnted by tiiit cjastdnt liundng of candles. 

Ayubdar, Ozoro Altosti's remaining diiught^r, aiid 
the son of Mariam Barea, nera both taken ill at tl<u 
same time, and (lapiiily rri^nverad. A daughter uf 
Kasmsti lioro, by a daughter of Kasmati Bshtes, 
died, and her mother tliuu^-h she survived, was a 
long time i.l afterwards. Ayabdar was very muuii 
marked ; m was Mnriain B.itea's son. At this time 
Ayto Confu, nun of Kasniali Natclii by Oioro Esthci', 
liad arrived from Tchcrkln, n lad of icrygreat liojits, 
tliongh not ttien fourteen. He came U> sea liia mothej , 
without my kiiowled''e or her's, and was iuiected 
likewise Last of all, the infairt cliild of Michael. 
the child of bis old o|;e, took the disease ; and, lhou};h 
I he iveakcst of all lire cliMveii, tCEQ^tted best. 
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The patients, being all likely to do well, were re- 
moved to a large house of Kasmati Eshte. which 
stood within the boundaries of Koscanu wnile the 
rooms anderwent another Instration and uimigation ; 
after which they all returned ; and Mr. Bruce, as his 
fee, was presented with the neat and convenient house 
formerly belonging to Basha Eusebius, which had a 
separate entry, without goine through the palace. 

It was not till the 9th of March that Mr. Bruce 
had his first interview with Has Michael at Azazo. 
He was dressed in a coarse dirty cleth, wrapt about 
him like a blanket, and another like a table-cloth 
folded about his head. He was lean, old, and appa- 
rently much fatigued ; sat stooping upon an excellent 
mule that carried him speedily without shaking him ; 
he had also sore eyes. As they saw the place where 
he was to alight was marked by four cross lances, and 
a cloth thrown over them like a temporary tent upon 
an eminence, he did not speak to him till he alighted. 
Petros and a Greek priest, besides servants, were the 
only people with Mr. Bruce. Tliev nlighted at the 
same time he did, and afterwards, with anxiety 
enou<;h, deputed tiie Greek priest, who was a friend 
of Michael, to tell hiin wlio Mr. Bruce was, and that 
he was corue to meet him. The soldiers made way, 
and our traveller came up, took him by the hand, 
and kissed it. He looked him broad in tlie face for 
a second, repeated the ordinary salutation in Tlgre, 
*• How do you do ? I hope you are well ?" and pointed 
to a place where he was to sit down. A thousand 
complaints, and a tliousand orders, ca.-ne immediately 
before him, from a thousand mouths ; and tlie visitors 
were nearly smothered. In some minutes after came 
the king, who passed at some distance to the left of 
him; and Michael was then led out of the shelter of 
his tent to tiie door, where he was supported on loot 
till the knig passed by, having first pulled off ti.e 
towel that was upon his head, after which he re- 
turned to his scat in the tent again. 



Tile king hid gone past about a qimrlcr of a mile, 
wbenKeflK Yseanscumcfrom iiim nith irrdersto tiie 
Ra». Ha brought with Itim H young nobleman, Aj-to 
ISni^edan, wiio, Ijy iiis ilrtss, haiing his npper gnr- 
ineiit twisted in & particuhir manner aboat tils waist, 
kliewedttwc he was carrier of a special message froin 
the king. Tlie crowd had by thia lime shut our tm- 
vellers quite out, and made a circle round tha&tfl, in 
which they were not incloded. TJie; were opon iht 
fiointof i(uingaway, whtdn Kd]a Ynsaaa said to him, 
'■Itldnk Engedan has the kUigB command /or jBOj 
yuumiut not depart withoutleiiTe." And, boon sHcr, 

leave from the Has tobrlTigMr. Bruce, vitb Engedan, 
uGBT, ajtd in sight of him. 

£ngeda!i went away on a gal lop to join the king, 
and oar Irateiler proceeded afier iiim ; nor did he 
recdie any other nieisagedtherfroni the king or the 
R:lb. BereEumedtoEoacam, very little pleaeedirith 
Ilie reception he had mat with. All the tnmn WH> in 
u hurry and cunfuainn ; 3U^U0 men were encamped 
njion the Kahha ; and the first horrid «cene Michnel 

chiefs of the Qalls, whom°he Irnil take prisoners, la 
be {lulled out, and iheuufurlunatesufierers turned out 
10 the Eioldii, to be deioured at night by the bysnai. 
Two of these victims Mr. Bruce took nndet his carej 
they butll rccoteied, and from them he learned many 
jwrticulara both of their country and niannen. 

On the lOth, the army muruhed into the town In 
Iriumph, and tlie Rub at tlie bead of ihe troops of 
Tigre. He was harGhcaded; over his shoulders and 
down to his hack, hniiu a pallium, or cloak, of black 
velvet, with a silver fringe. A bov.by hisright stir- 
rup, Iwld n silver wand Ltbout ilve fL-ct and a half long, 

llehind him all tlia soldiers wiio had slain an enemy) 
and taken the spoils fi-om them, hud their liinces und 
^ivtocka ornamented vi'M\ itia«,ll siireds ui' scurttt 



(lalh, DOB pipre for every nisn he lud tlain. Re- 
inDrkHbie amonft nil thitiuuUitiideirasUBgus, door- 
fcetpcr of tbe lUs. Tliii uien. olffaya well-RTiDcd 
.and well -ID DUD ted, had fDllawfid tlie won of tbtj Kus 
Ihrni his iufsDU}', sud bad been so forcuiiBte in tiiis 
hind of singla combat, that his ivhule hince and 
javelin, borteand perBon, were cniercd over with the 
ifaredi of MU-let lilalh. Atthii lasC battle of Pagltta 
Hagw is eaid to have slain eleveu men with bis on-ii 
iaiad. Indeed Ihfre is nothing mors fallacious titan 
jadglng: of kiaan'B courage bj these marks of con- 
qaesta. Agaadborsenian, armedwlthaeoatof njiiil, 
tipoD aitrono, wall-ted, if ell-winded horae, may, after 
adefeat, kill as msn;r wretched, vitiry, naked fugl- 
tivea as lie plenses, coiiSning himself to those that 
ore weakly loounted upon lired horses, and covered 
mdy with gnat-skins, or that are flving on foot. 

One thiug remarkable In this cuvaleade, was the 
kead dress of the governors of pruvinsts. A large 
broad fillet wns iHund upon their foreheails and tird 
behind. In the middle nf this was a ham, or a eoni- 
cal piece of silver gilt, about four inches lonjc, much 
in the shape of our eoinmon candle exIiiiBuisliei'f. 

views or parades after tietory. This, like all other o[ 
their usages, Mr. Bruce supposes to be taken from the 
Hebrews, and the severel sllusions made in scripture 
to It arises from, this practice: — "I said unto fuolt. 
Deal not foohshly ; aird 10 the wteked. Lift not up 
the bom," &c.— Nextto these came the kiog, with a 
fillet of white muslin about three laches broad, buid- 
lughls forehead, tied with a lai^ double knot behinii, 
and hangii^down about two feet on his back. About 
him were the great officers of state, such of the young 
nobility as were without command ; and after these, 
the bouaebold troops. Then followed the KanitzEit- 
zera, or executioner of the camp, and his attendants ; 
and, last of all, amidst the King j, and theBas'sbag- 
l^age, came a man bearhig the stuffed tkhi of the uii- 



IteglK, and orderi giien for hlB free ac 

all occuBloiia like an officer of tier housrhold. 

Abuut tlie lllli, Mr. Bmce -nas inlbnnGd (1 
leaoniiucndtLtory letlers were lo be all rend. ~ 
pnited not to be Mii[ for tlU Hie BtternoDa, a 
rode out [0 Koicaai irlth Ayto.Heikel, the i 
cliunLerlBiu, t(i see the child ([one of Ills fiutierii 
vai pretcv well recovered ot nil iu eonipluin 
very weak. In the Inierlm ha was oent fur 
Sua, irilh orders to dupateh a man with tilt 
present, to wait for bhn (Mr. Bruce) at the 
wbither be was to go after leaving Miciiael. 
the evening was tixed an the bour. Mr. Bmc 
a little before tbe time and met Ayto Aylo 
dnor. He squeuzed liim by tbe liand, an 
" Itefuae notbiti){, it can be all altered al'tcrwar 
it la very neueaaary on ai^wunt of [be prieeta i 

viae you will be robbed and murdered the flr 
jou go half a mile from borne: dfly people ba 
me you have clieiU filled wiTb gold, and [bat ; 
make gold, or bring wliut quoiititle? you pica 
the Indies ; and the reasou of nil this is, becai 
refuaed tiie queen and OznroEslber'suflijrof 
Knscam, anil mliich jou mnst never do again 
Our triiveller went In and aaw Cbc Ras, m 
nil old luBii, sitting upon a sofa ; his white h] 
di'eatisd in inany short curia. Ho appearci 
tliou)i:litrul, but not displeased; liLifi^ewusl 
eyei quick and viiiil, bat aeeuied )o be a lit 

.■ — ... ,1.. . — ,[!,,., ijg see,nei 

gll l.i^ lameness , 



I 
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free from conitr^t, what the French call degagee. 
They mnst have been bad pl^siognomiite that did 
not difcem hi* oapadty and understanding by bis 
Yorr ooontenance. Every look conveyed a tentiment 
wiUi U : he seemed to have no occasion for other lan« 
gaage, and indeed he spoke little. Mr. Brace offered , 
aa usiialt to kiss the around before him ; and of this 
ha K^med to take little notice, stretching out his 
handy and shakinff Mr. Brace's opon his rismg. 

Mr. Brace sat down with Aylo, three or four of the 
Joidgei. Beikel the queen's chamberlain, and others, 
who whispered something in his ear, and went out ; 
whiehhiterruption prevented Mr. Bruce from speak- 
ing as he was prepared to do, or xivh^ him his pre- 
MOty which a man held behind him. The Ras began 
gravely, *' Yagoube, I think that is your name, liear 
what X say to you, and mark what I recommend to 
700. Yoa are a man, I am told, who make it your 
boafaiess to wander in the fields in search after trees 
and ^rass In solitary places, and to sit up all night alone 
lookmg at the stars of the heavens. Other countries 
are not like this, though this was never so bad as it 
is now. These wretches here are enemies to stran- 
gers ; if they saw you alone in your own parlour, 
their first thought would be how to murder you ; 
though they knew they were to get nothing by it, 
they would murder you for mere mischief." ** The 
devil is strong in them/' says a voice from a corner 
of the room, which appeared to be that of a priest. 
*' llierefore, (says the Kas,) after a lone couversation 
with your friend Aylo, whose advice I near you hap- 
pily take, as indeed we all do, I have thought that 
situation best which leaves you at liberty to follow 
your own designs, at the same time that it puts your 
person in safety ; tliat you will not be troubled with 
monks about their religious matters, or in danger 
from these rascals that may seek to murder you for 
money " 

*> Wiiat are the monks?" said the same voice from 



tlie curlier : "the noaka nill naver meddle vlth aach 
BniBiias t(ili."—"'nieraf(ire the king {continued Hie 
Has, nitliont taking tny notice o! tlie Interruption.) 
hut appointed yon BiialomHBl, and to coiDmsTid the 
Kocob horiie, whiuh 1 tho-ugiitto liBte given to Piau- 
cli, an old soldier of mlite ; but he Is poor, and we 
will provide for him belter: for these oppointinentB 
hdve honour, but Uttle profit." " Sir, (Mid Francli, 

lionaurubla hands then either mine or the Armenian's, 
or any other Wliile mau'i since the days of Slaixe 
Mena», and bo 1 told tlie king to-day." "Very wflU 
Francis, (saystiie Has,) it becomes a soldier to speak 
the truth, wiii'tlicr it miikea for or against himself. 
Go titen to the king and kiss the ground upon junr 
appointment. 1 see you liave already lenraeii this 
ceremony of our'a ; Ayin End Helkd arc lery proper 
peraone to go with you. The king Expressed his snr- 
priaoto me last night he had not. seen you; and thers 
too is Teela Mariam, the kind's secretary, who came 
with your appointment fmm the palace tfl-day." The 
man m the corner, whom Mr. Bruce took fora priest, 
WBB this Tecla Mariam, a si^ribe. Mr. Bruce then 
gave hlin a present, after nlilcli lie soon retired- 
Mr. Bmce went aftemards to tlie king's palace, and 
met Aylo nnd Helkel Ht the door of the presence- 
ehamber. Tecla Mariam walked before them to the 
foot of the throne; after which Mr. Bmee advaac«l 
and prostrated himself upon the groond. " I bare 
brought you a aervant, (saya he to the king,) from so 
distant a country, that if you ever let him escape, we 
shall never he able to folloiv him, or know where to 
seek him." To this the king made no reply, nor did 
lie shew any alteration of countenance. Fire people 

men, three on his left, and two on his right. One ot 
these, the son of Tecla Mariam, (afterwards Mr. 
Uruce's great friend,) who stood uppermost on the 
left liana, came up ; eavi taking hold of liim by the 



p 
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hand, placed him immediately above him ; when, see- 
ing Mr. Bruce Iiad no knife in his girdle, be polled 
out his own and gare it to him. Upon bemg placed, 
Mr. Broce again Idssed the ground. 

The king was in an alcove ; the rest went out oi' 
sight jQrom where the throne was, and sat down. Tlie 
nsdal questions were now put to Mr. Broce about Jc- 
rosalem and the holy places— Where his country was ? 
wliichit was impossible to describe, as they knew the 
situation of no country but their own— Why he came 
80 far ? Whether the moon and the stars, but espe- 
cially the moon, was the same in his country as in 
tiieirs? and a great many such idle and tiresome 
qoestions. He had several times offered to take )iis 
present from the man who held it, that he might offer 
It to his Majesty and go away ; but the king alwa.\ s 
made a sini to put it off, till, being tired to death 
with standing, he leaned against the wall. Aylo was 
fast asleep, and Ayto Heikel and the Greeks cursing 
their master in their hearts for spoiling the good 
supper that Anthule his treasurer had prepared for 
us. This, as he afterwards found out, the King very 
well knew, and resolved to try his patience to the 
utmost. At last, Ayto Aylo stole away to bed, and 
every body else after him, except those'who hau ac- 
companied our traveller^ who were ready to die with 
thirst, and drop down with weariness. It was agreed 
by tliose who were out of sight, to send Tecia Mariam 
to whisper in the king's ear that Mr. Bruce had not 
been well, which he did, but no notice was taken of 
it. It was now past ten o'clock, and he shewed no 
inclination to go to bed. Mr. Bruce was absolutely 
in despair, and scarcely able to speak a word, in- 
wardly mourning the hardness of his lot in this first 
promotion, and sincerely praying it might be his last 

Ereferment in this court. At last all the Greeks 
egan to be impatient, and got out of the comer of 
the room behind the alcove, and stood immediately 
before the throne. The kmg seemed to be astonished 



at aa:int tliem, ana told Miem )ie tliouglil lliev 
had olrbeen M bame ]ang ago. Thej auiil, iiowevvf, 
ifacy woald nnt go witboLit oar traveller ; vblcb tbe 
king said It conid not be, for it vat one oriho dBti<*s 
of hl9 «mplaynient to be cbargod with tbe door of bis 
bed-cbsiubcT Ibat Di:ilit, 

Mr. Brate was exwediufdj- chagrined at tbla. At 
lost Af to lleikel, taking cuura}te> <^ine forward to 
him, pretendliiK a messoge fnun tbe queen, and whis- , 
pcred sometliing in liia eur, pmhably that tbe Raa 
would take it UT. Ue then laaglicd, aaid be thoDglit 
they bad Bupped, and dismissed thein. 

Mr. Bruce and hia friends retired froiD court very 
much diapoaed to make a lirarty suppc-r. In the party 
irai Giiebra Maecul, a B»ter'n eon et' Run Michael, 
andciinuuandBral'2mll)eoliiieraivbi)carrtalfirid-armB. 
He was one of the boit offiecT? under liie Has, about 
thirty yean of age, of a short square ibriti, and a 
most unpromising countenance: a flat nose, a wide 
nautb, a yellon complex ion, and hideous scars of the 
amaU'pax. This hero was insufferably vain and pre- 
sumptuous ; and boasted that io bim bis uncle owed 
all his liclories. While they sat at supper, Ouebra 
Mastal was proioked by Pelros to utter some con- 
teiuptuoHs tangua^ concerning Mr. Bruce's skill in 
shooting, Mr. Bruce retorted : and told bim, that 
In Ills gun the endoratailow-candlewould do)EreBter 
execution than an iron ball in the best of Qnebra Haa- 
cal's, with alibis boasted skill. The Abyssinian called 
bim a liar, and a Frank ; and, upon bis rising, imme- 
diately gave bim a kick n-itt bis foot Mr. Bruce, 
In a transport of rage, seized him by tbe throat, and 
threw him on tbe ground. He drew his knife; and, 
attempting our traveller, gave bim a slight cut near 
the crown of his head. Uilberia Kir. Bruce had nut 
struck bim ; be now wrested tbe knlt'e from lilm and 
struck him on tbe face so violently with tbe hiuidle.as 
to mark bim with fcars nbich continued discernible 
even amid the deep pitdngof the small-pox. All was 




2O0 

. lr eonfution sr 
of Mnti'iDiaTUitureaverciine blie»lli-c?«ut lUe n'">' 
upon our cauulTriinn. He Krappr-d Limulf In li<b 
chibIc, retarnetl lining, ond iveiit to bed. BU friends 
were esifer ta reveirge th? imult whidi lie lisd n- 
MlTed; and IheHnt news Ji« ht^ard In Ihe marnin); 
wu tint Gnebra Mb9«1 naa id irona at the liotiie of 
tlie Has. Mr. BiiL-e, tltoui;ii Atill angrr, iru at a 
loia vrliHC iBKUure^ 1o take. IHie Ru wouM prD)>a- 
Wy bearliis oomplainti; hat his ailveraary waa for- 
niuUblo. IiistCiul, tlicrefore, of deinandrng jnslio', 
Ur. Bruueeieuapdand palliated theDonduetofQuc- 
bra Alascal tu Ozoru EetlieT and Has MicWl, ob' 
tuined liln liliaity, and Iblenisl rpudlly to tbe liil^r- 
iMHor, wUoni that insolent soldivr now taxi, ta great 
butolliatian, to ask Fii> foritiieiieBS. 

A wedding next followed at Ibe court of ibjisi 

between ,- — — ■* •■ — ■-" ' "■ "■-"-—" 

uablemnn 

wa» odebraled wldi rio „ _. 

used to dioe every da^ witb Michael, and was forct 
to Uriuk sucli qunntiiies of mcod us ulways gavu Iili 
the head-ache. The afternoon was then Spent wit 
the ladies, and in sncb riot and debauchery, tliat oc 
traveller declares it impossible to convey to a reudc 
any idea of the scenes that passed m terms of comiDo 

quan _._.. _., 

lurgotCen at court. Tfae king, one day, asked him, 
wbethcr ho was not dninfc himself, aa well as his op- 
ponent, when tiiat quarrel arose. Mr. Bruce replied 
tbat he wm perfectly sober; for their entertainer's 
red wine was Dnished; and he never willingly drank 
hydromel. His majesty, with a degree of lieenneaa, 
returned : " Did you then soberly say to Guebra Mus- 
cal, that an end of a tallow-candle in a gun in your 
blind would do more execution than an iron bullet in 
liii?" "Certainly Sir, 1 said so!" "And why T' 



" BeCBiua It wn!< ti 



" With a tallow-cainllo 



caiust an opinion in whicli you 
are nlreodv flied." Tbe kiug'i kindnGBS and eurio- 
sity, and Mr. Brace's desire to vindioata himself, car- 
ried mattera at len^li, bo far, rliat an expenaieat 
with B tttllow-candle was propoacd. Tiirae conrtiera 
brought eaeb a shield; Mr. Bruae cliarged bb gun 
nlth a piece of tellan-cnndle, and pieroid thnwgtl . 
(breeatonce, to tbe astouiahmrnC, andevEn tbe coO' 
fuBion af tbe Abyssinian monarcli add hia conrtiera. 

perlorated aa tlie sbields. Tlicse feats tbe simple 

they made a strung impression en the mind of the 
monaich in Ikvour of oat traveller. 



TnAYELS IN ABYSSINIA. 211 

CHAPTER IV. 

Division of Abjislniar— Mannen and Costomf of Ihe Inhab'^ 
tanU. 

At Massaah, on the coast of the Red Sea, beeins an 
hnaginary divison of Abyssinia into two, which is 
rather a divison of land^uadre than strictly to be un- 
derstood as territorial. The first division is called 
Tigre, between the Red Sea and the river Tecazzc. 
Between that river and the Nile, westward, where 
it bonnds the Oalla, it is called Amhara. Bat what- 
ever convenience there may be from this division, 
there is neither geographical nor historical precision 
in it, for there are many little provinces included in 
the first thaJt do not belong to Tigre; and, in the 
second division, or Amhara, that which gives the 
name is but a very small part of it. * 

Massnah, in ancient times, was one of the principal 

E laces of residence of the fiahama^ash, who, when 
e was not there himself, constantly left his deputy or 
lieutenant. In summer, he resided for several montiis 
in the island of Dahalac, then accounted part of lils 
territory. He was, afer the Kinpj and Betwudct, 
the person of the (j^reatest consideration in the kinp:- 
dom, and was invested with sendic and negareet, the 
kettle-drum and colours, marks of supreme command. 
Tigre is the next province of Abyssinia, as well for 
greatness as riches, power and dimity, and nearebt 
Massuah. It is bounded by the territory of the Bahar- 
nagash, that Is, by the river M areb on the east, and 
the Tecazze upon the west. It is about one hundred 
and twenty miles broad from E. to W. and two hun- 
dred from N. to S. This is its present situation. Tiie 
hand of usurping power has abolished all distinctions 
on the west side of the Tecazze ; besides many large 
governments, such as Endertaand Antalow, and great 
part of the Bahamagash, were swallowed up in tliis 
province to the sast. What, lu «u «.\)e.<iSs!i\. v^assLWSix 



inakea the riclies of Tigre, is, tliac it Ilea nearest tb 
market, ivIiiL^b ia Arabia ; and ail tlie nierchiuii^ 
destined to cross Hit Red Sea inu^i ;ibu tbraagh tbi 
proTinte; ao that the govtnior has Ibfl clioicB of a 
cummodiliee wliecewitli to make liis niaTket. Th 
BtrongBBl male, the moat beauliful femate slaTe, tH 
jiureit ^oid, the larijeBt lei-tli of Ivory, all moscpai 
tlirunxB lib liauds. Fire-arnij, moreover, whlcb ft 
many ^rara have divided who is the niMt powerftill 
AtiyssiDla, all lliuse come from Arabia, aiii) notga 
can he purchased witiiout his knuwing Id wboni.l 
goes, and afttr bis )>iiving liad the first reriieal of it. 

Sire, a prouinffenbnutiw -'- ° " — ' — ' — 

not much inore in length, : 

also; hut this is not a new 

of a ]irovinca, and was unittd to Tigre jpr the niieta 

liavloutof lis governor Kasmati CUudius, iu an at 

peditiun against the SI]aDg;alLs,in the reign of ysaou 

the great. 

Sire and banien, we 

vince called by the la ^ „ 

lied maunCuins, ivhei-e ia the Jew's Rock, reacbt 
from the south of Ti^re down near to IValdnbba, tb 
low hot country tliut bounds Abyssinia on the nortl 
On the N. E. of Tigre lies the province of Begen 



is rrchuned as purt ot d^p 



ssingtbe Tecane, the boundary betwee 

'0 tliat inountalnoue pro 

~ ■ ' '-in ofrag 
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i^iidOO in breadth, coin prebend iiig Lusta, a 

but often ui rebtliion. 

Btgemder U tlie streiii^th of Abyssinia in borsemei 
Ic i$ said, that, witli Lasla, it c^in bring out tbJK 
men; bat this, as tar a»ilveT Wt- fttwiisiuWi infon 
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bimself, is a great exaggeration. They are exceeding 
good soldiers wlien they are pleased with their gene- 
ral, ajfid the cause for which they fight : otherwise, 
they are easily divided, a great many private interests 
being continually kept alive, as it is thought indus- 
triously, by government itself. It is, well stocked 
with cattle of every kind, all very beautiful. The 
mountains are full of iron-mines ; they are not so 
steep and rocky, nor so frequent, as in other provinces, 
if we except only Lasta, and abound in all sort of 
wild-fowl and game. 

Amhara is the next province, between the two rivers 
Bashilo and Geslien. The length of this country from 
E. to W. is about 120 miles, and its breadth some- 
thing more than 40. It is a very mountainous coun- 
try, full of nobility ; the men are reckoned the hand- 
somest iu Abyssinia, as well as the bravest. 

Between the' two rivers Geshen and Samba is a 
low. unwholesome, though fertile province, called 
Waiaka; and southward of that is Upper Shea. 
This province, or kingdom, was famous fcr the re- 
treat it gave to the only remaining prince of the house 
of Solomon, who fled from the massacre of his bre- 
thren by Judith, about the year 900, upon the rock 
of Damo. Here the royal family remained in secu- 
rity, and increased in number, for near 400 years, till 
th^ were restored. 

Gojam, from north-east to south-east, is about 80 
miles in length and 40 in breadth. It is a yery flat 
country, and all in pasture ; has few mountains, but 
these are very high ones, and are chiefly on the bankg 
of the Nile, to the soutn, which river surrounds the 
province. 

On the south-east of the kingdom of Gojam is 
Damot. It is bounded by the Temci on the east, by 
the Gult on the west, by the Nile on the south, and 
by the high mountains of Amid- Amid on the north. 
It is about 40 miles in length from north to south, and 
something more than 20 in breadth from east to west. 




On tbu other siileof Anid'Aiaid ia tbc province of 
Ak^nivs, bounded b; thate mounluins on tlie eaA ; by 
Uure and Umburma, ami the coantry of Ilie Guogas, 
oil ibe west ; by Uamot and Gafat upon the ioulb, 
and Oiugleber no tbe norih. 

Soiilb from Deiebca in Kunra, a very mounlalnaui 
province conHnlrig upon lliK Pu^^-an blacltn, or Shan- 
jlKlla, callLid Coui^ua uad Qubu, tlie Macrobi of the 
uiiuienls. It ia a very unwholesome proFinee, bat 
BiHiuudiTie in gold, not of its own produce, but that 
0/ iu nefjlibourbood, these Pngajia— Ouba, KubB, 
and Shangntia. 

Kara, mid Rat el Fral, Teiielga, and on to Tclier- 
hJD, ia a frontier wholly inhabiiud by Mahometans, 
lis gdvemuient is gwifriilly ulven to a atrauger, 
ol^tii to a Mahuinelan; but uire uf that faith is ulnuys 
<le[;uty -governor. TUt use of keefjiiig troopa licre is 
to dctend the [riendly Arubs and Sliepberds, vlio re- 
main in their a llejfiance to Aby>Binia, from the resent- 
nieat of tbe Arabs of Sennnsr, tbeknei^h bonis: and, 
b}' means of thtae friendly Arabs and Shepiierda, 
Bi;cuieaccuihtBnt supply of borses for tliakin^'Blroapa. 
it is a barren stripe uf a very bot untvholesnine 
nuunb-y, full of Chick wouda, and fit only for bunting. 
The Inliabitsnta, fugiliveB front all naliona, are eliiefly 
MabomiiEiuis, but very buld anil tijiert horsemen, 
using no other weapon but tbe broad sword, witli 
whidi tliey altaek the elephants and riuaoceros. 
There are many other small provinces, wln'bh occa- 
sionally are aniiewd, and sometimes are separated. 

Tiie crown of Abyssinia is iterediury, and has al- 
ways been so, in one purtieular family, supposed to be 
tiiat of Solomon by tlie Queen of Sana, ITagasta Azab, 
or queen of the soutli. It is nevertheless elecUve in 
this line; and there is no law of tbe land, nor custom, 
wliich gives the eldest nun on exclusive title to suc- 
ceed t« his lather. Ttte pinctiee has, indeed, be^i 
quite the contrary. Wlicn, at tiiedeathoi akiu^, liia 
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BOt yet lent prUonera to the mountaiD, then the eldest, 
or he that is next, and not confined, generallv takes 
poMeaiion of the throne by the strength of his father's 
niendfl ; but if no heir is then in the low coantry, the 
choice of a king Is always according to the will of 
the minister, which passes for that of the people ; and 
hie inclination and interest being to govern, he never 
fails to choose an infant, whom he afterwards directs, 
ruling the kingdom absolatelv during the minority, 
wiiicE generally exhausts, or is equal to the term of 
bit life. 

From this flow all the misfortunes of this unhappy 
country. This very defect arises from a desire to ui- 
Btitnte a more than ordinary perfect form of govern- 
ment } for the Abyssinians' first position was, *' Woe 
be to the kingdom whose king is a child ;" and this 
they know must often happen when succession is left 
to the course of nature. But when there was a choice 
to be made out of two hundred persons, all of the 
same family, all capable of reigning, it was their own 
fault, they thought, if they had not always a prince 
of proper age iind qualifications to rule the kingdom, 
according to the necessities of the times, and to pre- 
serve the succession of the family in the house of 
Solomon, agreeable to the laws of the land ; but this 
mode of reusoning experience has proved fallacioud. 

The king is anointed with plain oil of olives, 
which, belnz poured upon the crown of the head, lie 
rubs it into his long hair indecently enough with both 
his hands, pretty mucli as his soldiers do with theirs 
when they get access to plenty of butter. 

The crown is made in the shape of a priest's mitre, 
or head-piece ; it is a kind of helmet covering tJie 
king's forehead, cheeks and neck. It is lined with 
blue tafiety : the outside is half gold and half silver, 
of the most beautiful fillagrane work. The king 
goes to churcli regularly, lus guards taking posses- 
sion of every avenue and door through which he is to 
pass ; and nobody is allowed to enter with him, be- 



cuiae lie in tbeii ua fuut, exaepting two officsrs ef bia 
bed-chamber, wba BU[tpart him. 

Hekisaeathethtethiildandejdepoetaortiiecharcli- | 
dour, the BtepH before the altaFj ood thea retuniR bmne : 
WHnetiiues titers ii «rvke in tlie clKireh, somellnies 
Ibera la not; but he takea no notice of tlie difference. 
He ridei up itairB into the presence-chaiuber on a. i 
mule, and ligrhta immedialely on the carpet befbre I 
bb throne ; mid Mr. Bruce bet aametimes eeen grsut I 
indoceni'iea comiiiiltod by The eaid mule iu the pre- I 
seni^e-ebBRiber, upon a Fe»iiin cm-pet. ] 

The Serscb MuBaerv, an oHieer ao called, with s < 
longwlrip, beiina craetiuB and inakmga noije, worse 
thiui twenty Fmuch postiliune, utthe door of the pa- 
loce beibre the dawn of dny. This chuaea away Ilie 
hyiBiia and oUn^rwIld beiuiB; thli, too, is the irgnal 
for the king's rising, wbo aiti m jndjfment every 
morning iiuting, and, after that, about eigiit o'clock, 
he soea to breakfast. 

There are six noblemen of the kins') o^" choosing, 
nho are ealled BaalDioaal, or gentlemen of bia bed- 
ehamher ; four ol' Ibeee are always with him. Tbera 
la a sGTenlh, nLo la the chief of theie called AxeleSh 
el Camislia, groom of the robe or stole. He la keeper 
of llie king's wardrobe, aiid the lln>t oKieer of the 

aome otiiera, serve him aa nienia) aermnca, and are in 
a degree of familiarity mitli him unknown to the rest 
of the subjects. 

consequence, he is shut up in a kind of box oppoiite 
to the head of the council table. The persons that 
deliberate sit at the table; and, according to their 
rank, gi>e their voices, the voungest or lowest officer 
alwaTaansakingfijst. Tiie'tirst that give theirTotes 
are llie ehalaka, or colonels of the houaehold-troopti. 
The second ore the great butlers, men that baye tlit: 
fliarge of tlic kio-'i drink. The third is the Badk- 
ruDd, or keeper of that ajaitmenc in the palace called 
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the lion's house ; and after these the keeper of the ban- 
qoeting-hoose. The next is called Lika Magwass, 
aa officer that always goes before the king to hinder 
the pressure of the crowd. In war, when the kint; is 
xiurchlng, he rides constantly round him at a certain 
distance, and carries his shield and his lance; at least 
he cmnies a silver shield, and a lance pointed witli 
tJw same metal, before sach kings as do not choose 
to expow their persons. No prince ever lost his life 
ia buttle till the coming of the Europeans into Aby&- 
9hua, when both the excommunicating and murder- 
lag of their sovereigns seems to have been introduced 
at the same time. After the Lika Magwass comes 
the Palambaras; after him the Fit- Aururis; then the 
Oera Kasmati, and the Ejuiya Kasmati, their names 
being derived from their rank or order in encampinp:, 
the oneon the right, the other on the left, of the king^'s 
tent : Kanya and Oera signifying the right y and the ' 
l^ ; after tliem the Dakakin BilletanaGueta, or the 
under- chamberlain ; then the secretary forthe king's 
commands ; after him the rii^ht and left Azav^es, or 
generals; after them Rak Massery ; after him the Ba- 
sha ; after him Kasmati of Damot, then of Saincn, then 
Amhara, and last of air, Tigre ; before whom stands a 
golden cup upon a cushion, and he is called Nebrit, as 
being Governor of Axum, or keeper of the book of tho 
law supposed to be there. After the Governor of Tigre 
comes the Acab Saat, or guardian of the fire, and 
the chief ecclesiastical officer of the king's house- 
hold. Some have said that this officer was appoint- 
ed to attend the king at the time of eatlnp:. and that 
it was his province to order both meat and drink to be 
withdrawn whenever he saw the king inclined to excess. 

After the Acab Saat comes the first master of the 
household ; then the Betwudet, or Has : last of all the 
king gives his sentence, wliich is final, and sends it 
to tlie table, from the balcony where he is then sittuig, 
by the officer Kail Hatze. 

We meet in Abyssmia with vari6us usa^es^ wKlcL 



many have hitliBrto ilmuitht to be peculiar to tiion 
BitclKiit natloDB in wliidi they y/em Dret obseried 
ulhrrtj noCao learned, liiite thought they originated in 
Abj-t^elnlB. Mi. Bruce Arst lakee notice of OKne thid 
regard ilie kinj; Biid court. 

Tbe kings of Persia, like those ne are gpeaklDQ of; 
were eligible in unc fttniilyanly.tliatof the Araacidn, 
and it was not (111 that race failed tbey eliaM: Darius. 
The title of the King orAbyssioia it. King nfkingt; 
and nucli Diuilel wlls ns waethatof yebucliftilnezzar. 
The r%ht of pnmojiTiiture rtu.-a [i-;[ s" prevail in 

joungcr Ijr- ..-ein 

Feniii. Ill i ■ J lo l,e 

»tanceB of tlie lijilur.il child Ijeing prulerr.^d ro ihe law- 
ful one. Darius, though a baaljird. was jirelerred to 
Twgius, Xerxeit'a luwful son, and that merely by the 
eleetioa of the people. The aauie has always obtahitil 
in Abytainia. A very pvat part of their kings aja 
adulterousba — ' "' ' ' "■ ---^■ 



ence of a party, always undei 



party, always under tlie name of the Voice 
ui luH People. 
Though the Persian kin^ had THrioas palaces, to 

Pasagarda, the metropolis of thejr ancient kings, 
was observed as [lie ouly place for tbeir coronation ; 
luid this, too, was the case of Abyssinia, with tlidr 

The next remarkable ceremony in which these two 
oatioas agreL^d, Is that of adoratian, inviolably ob- 
served in Abyssinia to this day, as often ea you enter 
tlie sovereign's presence. Tliid is not onlv kciealir^, 
hut an abBolute proBtrallou. Von first fall upon your 
knees, then u ' '' - '— j- ■>■ ■■ ■ ■ 
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from him, deeires you to rise. This, too, wis the 
elutom of Persia ; Arian says this was first instituted 
by Cyras, and this was jprecisely the posture in which 
i taey adored God ; mentioned in the book of Exodus. 
It Is the constant practice in ^yssinia to beset the 
king's doors and windows within his bearing, and 
there, from early morning to night, to cry for justice as 
load as possible in a distressed and com*plaimng tone, 
and in all the different languages they are masters of, 
in order to their being admitted to have their sup- 
posed grievances heard. In a country so ill govern- 
ed as Abycisinia is, and so perpetually involved in war, 
it may be easily supposed there is no want of people 
who have real injuries and violence to complain of: 
but if it were not so, this is so much the constant 
usage, that when it happens (as in the midst of the 
rainy season) that few people can approach the capi- 
tal or stand witiiout in such bad weather, a set of 
vagrants are provided, maintained, and paid, whose 
sole business it is to cry and lament, as if they h-dd 
been really very much injured and oppressed ; and 
this, they tell you, is for the king's honour, that he 
may not be lonely, by the p-dlace being too quiet. 
This, of all their absurd customs was the most griev- 
ous and troublesome to Mr. Bruce. Sometimes, while 
Mr. Bruce was busy in his room in the rainy season, 
there would be four or five hundred people, who all 
at once would begin, some roarhi|j; and crying, as if 
they were in pain, others demanding justice, as if 
they were that moment suffering, or it in the instant 
to be put to death ; and some groaning and sobbing 
as if just expiring ; and#this horrid symphony was so 
artfully performed, that no ear could distmguish but 
tl^at it proceeded from real distress. Mr. Bruce was 
often so surprised, as to send the soldiers at the door 
to bring in one of them, thinking him come from the 
country, to examine who had injured him : many a 
time he was a servant of his own, or some other 
equally known ; or, if he was a stranger, upon ask- 




lag hiin nhit mUfortuae liad befdllen him, be ivauli 

wltlililin: that lie hadbeen slwpiDg aJIdayvltliUie > 
horaei: thatheBringErom the mldierBat the door Chit . 
]|«, Mr. Bruce, wu rellr^ to hut nparlinent, he aud 
bis aompanluna, had come to ary und latibe a noiie 
and^r hia irindotv, tu da him bonaur before! the pco;jle, 
far ftar be ihanld be raeJuichoL;, by bi^iny Inu qni-^t ^ ' 
vhen abne ; ftad therefore hoped, that he wuuldordET 
tOemdilnk.ChatlheymighCoDntlaueiritlialittlcinote 
■plrit. The TiolmCiuigeri*hlchthl>Drten|iut}iinilnlD ' I 
Old ni>t fall to be punclually reported to tlie kin^i at |J 
miich he would Uuah heartily ; and he hlaueV wa> B 
nlieu liid, not t&r off, fur iho Buke of btieji a ipfctSr ■ 
tJr uf h» heaiy iliinleasure. Tliese com iilaintii wh*- T\ 
titer ri^ orfvigiiuJ, have ulways fur lh?lr burden, 
Rett O Jan hd, wtiicb, repeated quiok,v^ry mucJi 
leumbltai Prete Joiini, tlie tiame tli:it wua giveii lu 
Elua prince, of which we never yet knew the deriva- 
tiou; ita suniflcution ia, " Domejiulke.Omy kingV 
Serjcei being about ID deeliira war ng^iail tli« 
OrsekB, aasemhleii all the principal chiefs of Asia ia 
poendl. " Tlut I ma; not," aays hi, "httlunighl id 
act only by my nwnjudfiaent, I have called you to- 
gether. Atthefutiiu: tiiDi^, L tliliik proper to ktluiaie 
u yoQf that ic b your duty to obey my will, rallier 



We will now compare gome purticulan ; t 
and omamenta of tiie iwo kin^a. The Kingo 
ainia wears his hair lony;; so did theancit-nt '. 
Persia. A comet had appeared in liie war n 
si'i, and was loakeil upon by tlie Rumaiij a 
umeii. Veapiuun laajjlicd at it: and uiid, i. 
tended any ill, it was la the Kii^f of Persia, 
liki him, it wore long hair. 

The diiulem waa, wiib tlic Peri ins, a, mark "I 

materials, nnd worn in the same puaniiei'. 1 



of Al'JSBUiia weBra it wliilo iiiBrcliin(r, »« a mark iif 
tnv-crelinitj', timtdou net impede or Ineominode Mm, 
at anv other heoTier omointJit woald do, e«|>f eittlly In 
liot weatlier. This fillet siirroanddliia lieadaboie the 
ItHir, leBTine tllccniwn periectl}' riDcoiered. It is an 
oJTtiite of Iht first iiiM^lrticlp for any penon, at tii'a 

■whitf, nil) ■ ■. I I ■ . "1:0 wear ops, anil 



tadlaila »-i,ii. i. .1 1. ..;■>!,.- liireiiead. Tlie kinj 
of Abjwinij aiieipiilly -it upun a Kolii thmne, whii 
babrg«, GDnTeairiii;, obloa^ square seat, like agiiia 
bedHeail, oovered vith PeRginn carpets, damiuk, ai 
doth 1^ p)ld wlih steps leadine up to it. Itls e>I 
jricbly gilded: tmt the many raiolutioDB and nsraliiti 
mncE abriilBed tb^r ancient mBgniliceiice. It is, i 

AbyBalnla, liigli treason, to sit uplni ' -' •' 

king'*; and Se that pn ' — '■ 

iDBUinUT henn to nli^ce; ^.- .. 

leiander I 

Persia, and disapproved of it ; for 01 
belli); extremely cold, tbe king sitting in hts cliair, 
before tbe fire, saw a soldier, iirobsbiy a Persian, 
«ibo had lost liis fcelini; bv extreme nambni^ss. 
The king immediately leaped from hia chair, and or- 
dered the soldier to be set donn upon it. The lire 
soonbrou^hthimtohiasenseB, but he had almost lost 
themagunnlthfear, by finding hiniself In the king's 
seat. To whom Aleiander said, "Remember, and 
distinguish, how much more advantaReoug to man 
my government is, than that of the Kings of Persia. 
By sitting down on my seat, you have saved your life ; 
by sitting on Ihcirs, you would infallibly have lost it." 
In Abyssniiait is considered as a fundamental law 
of the land, that none of tbe royal family, who has 
any deformity or bodily defect, shall be allowed ^\ 



(dccchI to the crown ; and, foi tbie purpose, sny of 
Ihe prinow, who may have e*cBp«l from tin ipinin- i 
laifl of Wecline, sad nho are attennris taken, are 

mar Ije dlsquKlifted from ever suecifediiig. In Persia 
the tame was ab^ncd. PrincoplBS tells us, that 
ZaiDfa, llie son of Cubades, wus excladcd fh>m the | 
throne becanst he was blind of ope pye ; tlie law of 
Persia, proliibi ting an; person that liacf a bodU; delect 
to be elected king. 

Tlie Kinn of Abva^ain were aeldom seen liffhc , 
psople. Tills abjunl usage save rl;efo many nbugra^ 
In Pertna it prodoeed two oflliert, who were called 
the king's eyes, and the king's ears. In Ahvsslnm it 
oreated an oHtcir called die king's mouth, orTmce; 
for bein^ seen by nobody, he ^poke of coone In the 
third pL-nun, Hcartidiot the ilngsayi to you, wlileh 
ia the uBBul form of all rCEal oiDndaii:! In Abyssinia, 
and what follows has the force of law. 

Solemn huntlng-matehe.' nrre slitavs Id nseboib 
nith the Kings of Abyssinia and Iho^e of Persia. In 
both kingdoms it was a crime for a subject lo strike 
the game till such time as the king lind tlirnnn Ills 
lane; at it. This absurd castoiii was repualed by 
Artaxerxes Longimimus in one kin^rlom, and by 
Ynaous the Great In the cither, so late as the begin- 
Dtno: of the last century. 

"nie Kings of Abyssinia are above all laiva. They 
are supreme In all causes ecclesiastical and civil : tlie 
Isiul and persons of their subjects are equBllr their 
properly and even' inliabltant of their kingdom ii 
horn Iheir slave; It he beurs a higher rank, it Is by the 
king's gift; for his nearest relations are accounted 
Tiolliing better. The same obtained in Persia. 

There are aeverul kinds of bread in Abyssinia, 
some of difri^reia torts of tcft', and some of tocuffo, 
Bliieh also varv In quality. The King of Abyssinia 
(3(9 of wheat bread, though not of every wheat, but 
ol'lhat only that gtows inrtw; Dt(i"imiw of Derobea, 
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therefore called the king's food. It alwayi bat been, 
and sUll if, the custom of the Kings of Abyssinia, to 
marry what number of wif es they choose ; that these 
were not therefore all queens ; bat that among them 
there was one who was considered particalarly as 
qaeen, and apon her head was placed the crown ; and 
she was called Iteghe. Thus, in Persia, we read 
that Ahasarens loved Esther, who had foaod grace 
ill bis sight more tlian the other virgins, and he had 
placed a golden crown upon her head. And Josc- 
pbnt infonns us, that when Esther was brought be- 
fore the king, he was exceedingly delighted with her, 
wkI made her his lawful wife, and when she came in- 
to the palace he put a crown upon her bead ; whether 
placing the crown upon the queen's head had any 
civil effect as to regency in Persia, as it had in Abys- 
sinia, is what history docs not inform us. 

The king of Abyssinia never is seen to walk, nor to 
set his foot upon the ground, out of his palace ; and 
when he would dismount from the horse or mule on 
which he rides, he has a servant with a stool, wlio 
places it properly for him for that purpose. He 
rides into the antl*chamber to the foot of the throne, 
or to the stool placed in the alcove of his tent. lie 
very often judges capital crimes himself. No man is 
condemned by the king in person to die for the first 
faulty unless the crime be of a horrid nature, sucli as 
pamdde or sacrilege. And, in general, the life and 
merits of the pris(mer are weighed against hb imme- 
diate guilt; so that if his first behaviour has had more 
merit towards the state than his present delinquency 
is thought to have injured it, the one is placed fairly 
against the other, and the accused is generally ab- 
solved when the sovereign judges alone. Darius had 
condemned Saiidcces, one of the king's judges, to be 
crucified for corruption, that is, for Iiaving given false 
judgment for a bribe. The man was already hung up 
on the cross, when the king, considering with him- 
self how many good services he had done, previous to 



11 attended U 



Ilu4,llieonlyoireiicewliii:hlieliiiil 
Lim <u bo iiardoned. 

The PeraUn king, in B-ll i^Kpedi 
by judgw. We fiml in Herodotus, tfwt, ii 
peifitlon of CambyiGB, ten or tb« principal Egypi.\ant I 
werecondemtieiltDdie by these jnd;;as for every Per- I 
Alan Mutt bad becii Blaia by the neitple or AleiBpbbu ■ 
Six jodgm alwBy* atteoded the king of AbjHlnia >- ' 
the camp, Biid, before tbeiu, rebeU taken oa theSbuB 
ate xriei Hnd punished on tJie spot. Feopie tliat tbe I 
klngdiilin«uu)iedby fdivour,orfaranypa<)ll<iaetiaB, I 
were In botb klopdoina preaeoted with gold elulte, ■ 
swords, tnd bracelets. Tbeae, In Abyulnia, are I 
uiider^tood to be clii^fly rtwards of military service ; f 
vet Fon<:et received a gold diain t'roin Voioaa llie I 
Great. Ttie day before Die battle of Serbmoi, Ay- 
tiia Engedan received a Bilvi'r bridle and saddle, 
entered vlih silver plales, from Rm Michiet, 

la Ahyulnla, wiien a prisoner ia Hmdemned in ca- 
pital caees, be ia not again remitted to prlsoit, wldcii 
II tbougbt cruel ; bat be ia inuuediately carried away 

— ' ■' " w eiecated upon him. AbbaSalaroii, 

wu condemned by the king the mom- 
Joiidnr, on bia return from Tigre, and 
ii|{ed, ui the garment of a prisat, on a 
of the king^s palace. Cbremation, i 
aaurper Socinioa, was executed that I 
Ouebra Dpnghel, Saa Mieliuel's son- 1 

dgment; and ao were aeverul oth««. 
HIE saiuB HIS the practice in Persia, aa we learn i 
from Xenopbon. and more plainly from Diodoraii. 

The oapiial punishment in Abjaainia, ia the cmM. ' 
Soeiuioi hrat ordernd Arzo, hJaconifietiCor, vrfaobad 
fled I'or aa.<i»tancc and refuge to fblneaa, king of the 
Falaataa, to be crucihed wiiltout the camp. We find 
ihe same punbhment infiictei 

Hi] he died. 
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The next capital ponishment is flaying alive. That 
tbia barbarous execution still prevails in Abvssinia is 
proved b^r the fate of the unfortunate Woosheka, taken 
priaoner in the campaign in 1769, while Mr. Bruce 
was in Abyssinia ; a sacrifice made to the vengeance 
of the beautiful Ozoro Esther, who, kind and humane 
m« ahe was in other respects, could receive no atone- 
ment for the death of her husband. 

Lapidation, or stoning to death, is the next capital 
punisument in Abvs&inia. Tliis is diiefly inflicted 
upoa stran^rs called Franks, for reb'gious causes, 
'ilie catholic priests in Abyssinia that have been de- 
tected there, in these latter days, have been stoned 
to death, and their bodies lie still in the streets of 
Gondar, in squares of waste places, covered with the 
heaps of stones wliich occasioned their death by being 
thrown at them. There are three of these heaps at 
the church of Abbo, all covering Franciscan friars ; 
and, besides them, a small pyramid over a body wlio 
was stoned to death with them, about the first year of 
the reign of David IV. In Persia we find, tliat Pa- 
gorasus (according to Ctesias) was stoucd to death 
by order of the kuig ; and the same author says, that 
Phamacyas, one of the murderers of Xerxes, was 
stoned to death likewise. 

Among capital punishments may be reckoned like- 
wise the plucking out of the eyes, a cruelty which 
Mr. Bruce had. but too often siH;n committed in the 
short stay he made in Abyssinia. This is generally 
inflicted upon reliels. After the slaughter of the 
battle of Fagitta, twelve chiefs of the Pagan Gkalli*^ 
taken prisoners by Has Micliael, had their eyes torn 
out. and were afterwards abandoned to starve in the 
valleys below the town. Several prisoners of another 
rank, noblemen of Tigre, underwent the same mis- 
fortune; and what is wonderful, not one of them 
(lied in the operation, nor its consequences, thoug'a 
performed in the coarsest manner, with an iron for- 
ceps, or pincers. 

14 q 
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hour's knee, his boUy stoopinf]^, his head low and 
forward, wid mouth open very like an idiot, he turns 
to the one whose cartridge is first ready, who stufi':^ 
the whole of it into his mouth, which is so full that 
he is in constant danger of being choked. This is a 
mark of grandeur. The greater the man would 
seem to be, the larger piece he takes in his mourb ; 
nod the more noise he makes in chewing it, the more 
polite he is thought to be. They have, indeed, a 
proverb that says, *' Beggars and thieves only eat 
•mail pieces, or without makiug a noise." Having 
dispatched this morsel, which he does very expe- 
ditiously, his next female neighbour holds forth aiio- 
tlier cartridge, which goes the same way, and so on 
till he is satisfied. He never drinks till he has finish- 
ed eating ; and before he begins, in gratitude to the 
fair one that fed him, he makes up two small rolls of 
the same kind and form ; each of his neighbours open 
their mouths at the same time, while witii each hand 
he puts their portion into their mouths. He then fiilis 
to drinking out of a large handsome horn ; the ladies 
eat till they are satisfied, and then all drink together. 
A great deal of mirtli and joke goes round, very sel- 
dom with any mixture of acrimony or ill humour. 
During all this time, the unfortunate victim at the 
door is bleeding indeed, but bleeding little. As long 
as they can cut off* the flesh from his bones, they do not 
meddle with the thighs, or the parts where the great 
arteries are. At last, they fall upon the thighs like- 
wise; and soon after, the animal bleeding to death, 
becomes so tough, that the cannibals, who have the 
rest of it to eat, find very hard work to separate the 
flesh from the bones with their teeth like dogs. Mean- 
while, those within are very much elevated ; love 
lights all its tires, and every thing is permitted with 
nbsolute freedom. There is no coyness, no delay, no 
need of appointments or retirement, to gratify their 
wishes ; there are no rooms but one, in which they 
sacrifice both to B.icchus and to Venus. 



Altbonsh we read from tlie Jesuits a ^r?Bt di 

about mtTriBge iind polj-gnruy ; yet tlicrr >•' 

wBlen mav be uvorrea more truly, Iban I 
no sacb thing ai marrliig;e ia Abjuliiia, uqUh tj 
which bcontiBcted b; mntonl consent, without mL 
form, rabatidng only till diasolTed by dluent of ■ 
or other, and to be reiewed or repeatod ai -~— '^ 
isagreeablBtobotbjmtiw, who, when tl 
cohabit tngetber ssaln as man and wife, af 

been dlrorrcd, bud ciiltdrea by others, or 1 

they hail' been mairUi, or had cbiidren withal 
or not. !Mr. Bruce rBmeinbers to have oi — ' — 

KoBcamlu [irc-Lncecif theltsglie, when,h 

tliere war; a vvoinun of Hrcat quality, and sevenlfe 

who had all Ijefii hec husband', n '' —'■ 

the happy ^puuse at dial time. 

Upon eepintlon they divide the cbildran. Am 
eirlett lOD falla to the mothpr'a Snt cbidee, tod Vb» 
laughter to tlie father. If there be but one 
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e eiiuai iJier ilie firat election, the rest are divided 



by lot. 1 

illegitimate children, from the Icing to the be^ar; 
for Bapposing any one of tiidrniHrriasee valid, aflthe 
b»Qe of the rest must be Bdulleroua baetards. 
The king hi hi* marriage uses no other ceremony 

l.idy lives, where the officer ennouneea lo her, it ia tha 
king's pleeanre, thai she should remove InAiantly to 
thepalare. She then dresses herself in the boat man- 
ner, &iid immediately obeys. Thenceforward he aa- 
sifins her an apartment in the pHiace, and gives her a 
house elsenhere in any part she chooses. Then, 
when he mokes her Iteijhc, it Beems to be the nearest 
resemblance to marriage ; for, whether in the court 
or the camp, be orders one of the Judges to pronounca 
in bis presence, that Ite, the kmg, has chosen hii 
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hand-maid, naming her for bis queen; upon vrhich 
tije crown is put upon lier heud, but she is not 
oiiohited. 

The crown being hereditary in one family, but 
elective in the person, and polygamy being permit- 
ted, must have multiplied these heirs very much, and 
produced constant disputes, so that it was found ne- 
cessary to provide a remedy lor the anarchy and ef- 
fusion of royal blood, which was otherwise inevitably 
to follow. The remedy was a hnmtne and gentle 
one; they are contincd in a good climate upon a 
high mountain, and maintained there at the public 
expense. They are taught to read and write, but 
nothing else; 750 cloths for wrapping round them, 
9000 ounces of gold, which is 30,000 dollars, or crowns, 
are allowed by the state for their maintenance. Thet>c 
pruices are hardly ut«ed ; and, in troublesome times, 
often put to death upon the smallest m if in form at ion. 
Whilst Mr. Bruce was in Abyssinia, their revenue 
was so grossly misapplied, that some of them were 
said to have* died with hunger and of cold, by the 
avarice and hard-hiartt-dness of Ihlichuel neglecting 
to furnish them necessaries. Nor hud the ^iug, as 
far as ever Mr. Bruce could discern, that fellow-feel- 
ing one would have expected from a prince, rescued 
from that very situation himself; however that be, and 
however distressing the situation of those princc's, 
we caimot but be ^ati^iied with it, when we look to 
the neighbourinijr kingdom of Sennaar, or Nubia. 
There no mountain is trusted with the confinement 
of their princes ; but, as soon as the father dies, the 
throats of all the collaterals, and all their descendants 
that can be laid hold of, are cut ; and this is the case 
with all the black states in the desert west of Sen- 
naar, Dar Fowr, Sele, and Bagirnia.* 



* Dr. Johnson's beautiful tale of Rossolas, Prince of A 1>>>- 
slnia, vrhere wannthof ima;^ination, correct roasonni(r, and 
extensive knowledge of the general munners of mankind^ aud 




In speaking of die inlOtur; furcud of tliiu kingdom 
great eug^crutloBa tiave been ust^d. Ttie larKccE 
knny that ever wai in tlie field was, tiiat latbGreld- 
lion before the battle of gerbraxoi. Whea tfaeyftnl 
eucniuptd npoD the lake Tzana, tlie rebel aimy attw 
gi^thiir iniftbt umauut to uboul SU.UUO men. Inaiwul 
- "brlntiJlit afterward*, miuiy liad dwerled : unt Mti 

"oen not think (ft - ' - '- ' ' 

bell tbe kinj; m 
were then ul " "" ■"■ , , 

U wa» known that Hicliael arid .bh armj inoraimd 
to above tW^ mep ; cowarde nnd brave. <M a~' 
yooHg, veteraD soldiers and blftckguiude, aljcanu — 
be epi;i;tatora of tliat de&irable evtnl, nbich many of 
Ilie viieBt Lad (lesjiaircd of living Id see. Tlie klDg'a 
arm;, perhaps, never amoimted to -26,000 men ; aud 
liy rlescMion and other causes, when tbey retreated 
til Gondur, Mr. Brace does nut suppose the ariiiy wua 
18,0110, montlj frura tlia province of Ti^re. PmU, 
Indeed, Lud not joined ; uud putting hie army at 
IS.UDU men, it docs not appear that any king of 
Atiysainia e>er cnmiiiuiided 40,000 effective men ftt 
any lime, ur opoii any cauae whatever, exclaslva of 
hlB buusehold troops. 

Tbeir ttandurdo are large staves, surmounted at 
the lop Willi a hidlon ball ; belov this is a [utw in 
nhicb tlie staff is tilted ; and immediately below tbe 

dlipUfCil, luu (Imij; leDderedlhUcuelomariheAbl'Bdiilui 
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hall,, a narrow stripe of silk made forked, or swallow - 
tailed, like a vane, and seldom much broader. The 
scandards of the infantry have their flags painted two 
colours crossways — yellow, white, red, or green. The 
horse have all a lion upon their flag, some a red, some 
a green, and some a white lion. The black horse 
have a yellow lion, and over it a white star upon a 
red fli^, alluding to two prophecies, the one, ^*Ju- 
dah is a young Hon," and the other, ^ There sliitll 
come a star out of Judah." This had been disconti- 
nued for want of cloth, till the war of Bo^euidcr, 
when alarse piece was found in Joas's wardrobe, and 
was thought a certain omen of his victorv, and of a 
long and vigorous reign. This piece of cloth was 
said to have been brought from Cairo by Yasous II. 
for the campaign of Sennaar; and, with tlic otlner 
standards and colours, was surrendered to the rcbcU 
when tlie kinc was made prisoner. 

Thekini^'s household troops sliould consist of about 
8000 infantry, 2000 of wliich carry firelocks', and 
supply the place of art'hers; bows liave been laid aside 
for near a imudred yt'ars, and are now only used by 
the Waito Shangalla, and some other barbarous in- 
considerable nations. These troops are di\ided into 
four companies, each under an ofiiccr called Shalaka, 
which answers to our colonel. Every twenty men 
have an otlieer, every liity a second, and every hun- 
dred a third ; that is, every twenty liave one officer 
who commands them, but is commanded likewise by 
an officer, who commands the flfty ; so that there are 
three officers who command iifty men, six command 
a hundred, and thirty command five hundred, over 
wiiom is the Shalaka ; and this body they call Bet, 
which signifies a house, or apartment, because each 
of them goes by the name of one of the king's apart- 
ments. For example, there is an apartment called 
Anbasa Bet, or the lion's house, and a regiment car- 
ryin;; that name has the cliar^;e of it, and their duty 
is at that apartment, or that part of ihe palace where 
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It la; Ibere l> another cailcd Jan Bet, or t _ .._ 
plianfa kaiae, lliat files the name to anotlicT caU«<l| 
Work Sucsla, or tbe gold house, rrhlch givai jf 

e Inur reglueDtB, tLat ulilom, if «vn,fl 
o IttOO iu*n, wliich depend alone npsD llir ■ 
S, and are aU tbreMner?, at least IJie officeni ihSM 
'e tliQ charge of Lis pi^raon wliilo in the flafal, Ji 
i!S, ohm tke king iig out uf Ibidiiis-ttriDga, ttasyw 



le Ilioueand, andtfaeooppKNIb 

ber bare great iirivilegei. At tint) 

when tlie king's faaada are weak, the; an k^A.ib 



iiountry, for they hare greet |ii 



complute out dI' fear and jcLLlouay. 

Before ttie king laarchee, tliree proclunalions are ' 
mada. The first is, "Buy jour muloa, get ready r 
your prat iiion, nnil pa; fourienanis; for, afCersach _ 
a day, tliuy thai seek mebereeliallnat find me." TW] 
aucond is abanian'eek afleT, or according oa the exi- 
geaes i> preying; this is, "Cut doirn the Icaotafik in ' 

vihert Isnigoin;;." Tliie kaiauEi ia a terrible tiiora i 
vrlilch tery much mDlcsl Ilia king and noliillty in. 
tlicir marcn, by taking hold of tUeb long fagdr, and' 
tbe cotton clothtbtiy are wrapped in. Tbe third and' 
last pracluiaation is, "I ain eiicauiped npno thsJln- 
grab, oiKahlut; be thatdoesnotjoin laetbers, iwlil ^ 
phflstise him fi»r suten yearn." Mr. JJrucewM lonft * 
111 adoubt what tliia term of seven years meant, till ha ' 
recollEcted the juUi!ee-yiar of the Jews, witfa nbont ' 
EGren yeara kos u pioicrlpiloii of offences, debts, 

Tho raina generally ceaae the eigbth of September; 
a Blckiy eeusDn fuUows till Ibej begin again about the 
■JULh of October; they then ooDtinue pretty coustaal, 
bat modenite in quantity, tillHedar St. Michael, the 
Lighth of Hoi ifTober. AU epidi^mic disiuueB eeaff. 
with tlie end of iheae rains, and it Ij then the arniieo 
bi'Sln to miiri'b. 
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othor coantry ; and, thoagh it is yery mountainous, 
and consequently the view much obstructed, it is very 
seldom you see less than five or six ; and, if yon are on 
aconunanding ground, five times tfaAt number. Every 
great man that dies thinks he has atoned for all his 
wickedness, if he leaves a fund to build a church, or 
has built one in his lifetime. The king builds many. 
Wherever a victory is gained, there a church is erect- 
ed in the very field stinking with the putrid bodies of 
the slain. Formerly this was only the case when the 
enemy was Pagan or Infidel ; now the same is observ- 
ed when the victories are over Christians. The situa- 
tion of a church is always chosen near running water, 
for the convenience of their purifications and ablu- 
tions, in which they strictly observe the Levitical law. 
They are always placed upon the top of some beauti- 
ful round hill, which is surrounded entirely with rows 
of the oxycedrus, or Virgin cedur, which grows here 
in great beauty and perfection, and is called Arz. 
Nothing adds so much to the beauty of the country as 
these churches, and the pluntutioiis about them. In 
the middle of this plantation of cedars is interpersed, 
at proper distances, a number of those beautiful trees 
called Cuffb, which grow very high, and are all ex- 
tremely picturesque. 

The churches are all round, with thatched roofs ; 
their summits are perfect cones; the outside is sur- 
rounded by a number of wooden pillars, wiiich are 
nothing else than the trunks of the cedar-tree, and 
are placed to support the edifice, about eight feet of 
the roof projecting beyond the wall of the church, 
which forms an agreeable walk or colonnade around 
it in hot weatiier or in rain. The inside of the 
church is in several divisions, accordhig as is pre- 
scribed by the law of Moses. The tirst is a circle 
somewhat wider than the inner one ; here the congre- 
'^'ation sit and pray. Within this is a square, and 
iiiat square is divided by a veil or turiaiu, in wliioh 
is anotiier very small division answering to the holy 
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ofhoUei. Thii it to narrow, that none tuit the 
eta go into It. Ton are bare-footed, whanev 
€B^ tba dmreh, and, if bare-footed, yoa a 
throoi^ eferr part of it, if yon have any aneli 
i^. provided yon are pore, that ia, have not iu 
■eiuoo witli woman for twenty-four honra bej 
tonded carrion or dead bodies, (a curious aaaei 
of idaaa) for in that case yon are not to go witl 
predncts, or outer circumference, of the ehiw 
stand and say your prayers at an awful d 
among the cedars. 

Bvery person of both sexes, under Jewish < 
liHeations, is obliged to observe this distanc 
this is always a place belonging to the church, 
except in Lent, you see the greatest part of tl 
gregation ; but this is left to your own consi 
and, if there was either great inconvenience 
one situation, or great satisfaction in the oth 
cose would be otherwise. 

On your first entering the church, you put o 
shoes : but you must leave a servant there wit} 
or else they will be stolen, if good for any thi 
the priests and monks, before you come out 
church. At entering you kiss the threshold, i 
two door-posts, go in and say what pray 
please ; that finished you come out again, an 
duty is over. The churches are full of pi 
painted on parchment, and nailed upon the "i 
a manner little less slovenly than you see paltry 
in beggarly country ale-houses. There Las b 
ways a sort of painting known among the sci 
daubing much mferior to the worst of our sign- 
ers. Sometimes, for a particular church, the 
number of pictures of saints, on skins of pare 
readv finished from Cairo, in a style very little 
rior *to these performances of their own. Ti 
placed like a frise, and hung in the upper pari 
wall St. George is generally there with bis < 
Md St. J>emetrius fightrag a Uon. There is nc 
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in th€ir saints: they are both of the Old and New Tes- 
tament. and those that might be dispensed with from 
both. There is St. Pontius Pilate and his wife ; there 
is St. Balaam and his ass ; Samson and his jawbone ; 
and so of the rest. Bat the thing that surprised Mr. 
. Bruce roost was a Icind of square-miniature uj)on tiie 
head-piece, or mitre, of the priest, administering tlie 
sacrament at Adowa, representing Pharaoh on a white 
horse plunging in the Red Sea, with many guns and 
pistols swimming upon the surface of it around him. 
Nothing embossed, or in relief, ever appears in any 
of their churches ; all this would be reckoned idola- 
try, so much so that they do not wear a cross, as has 
been represented, on the top of the ball of the seud- 
ick, or standard, because it casts a shade ; but there 
is no doubt that pictures have been used in their 
churches from the very earliest ages of Christianity. 
The primate or patriarch of the Abyssinian Chur&h 
is styled Abnna. The first of these prelates mention- 
ed in history is Tecla Haimanout, who distinguished 
himself by the restoration of the royal family, and the 
V regulations which he made both in church and state. 
A wise ordinance was then enacted that the Abyssi- 
nians should not have it in their power to raise one of 
their own countrymen to the dignity of Abuna. As 
this dijrnitary of the church very seldom understands 
the language of the country, he has no share in the 
government. His chief employment is in ordinations, 
which ceremony is thus perforinfd. A number of 
men and children present tliemselves at a distance, 
and there stand from humility, not daring to approach 
him. He then asks whose these are, and they tell him 
that they wish to be deacons. On this he makes two 
or three signs with a small cross in his hand, and 
blows with his mouth twice or thrice upon them, say- 
ing : " Let them be deacons.' Mr. Bruce once saw 
the whole army of Begemder, when just returned 
from shedding the blood of 10,000 men, made dea- 
cons by the Abuna, who stood about a a,jiwt<ix o.^ ^ 
14 B 
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mile diMant from tliem. WItb tbeee nere mlneled 
abaut ItiUU ttonien, w)io, having part of the aame 
blwtand blaudlshiDeataftliecrott, wereconiequeiit- 
ly Be goad deacoua as the rest. 

Tlicllvliegue, tliechlcrof tb^ monkB, ie a man in 
troubleioiDe liinea of muuh grentcr imporUiice tlian 
tbe Abonn. There xre afltr tlie monks, cliiefrprieati 
and Icj'ibES ai in Ihe Jeniab thurch, the lonest if Hhom 
are the iunoraut carelea) copiers of the huly Ecriptuf M. 
Tbo Dioiuu do uot live Jii toiiceiitd ae hi Europe, bnt 
In uparste bahilatlona round their diurcli, luul each 
oulllvate a portion of tba laiid belonging to theoi. 
Tlie priBsCs have their mamtenanee auigiied to tban 
In kind, and do not hihour. A uteward, being- ■ Uy- 
maUiijplaceiluuiungtliein bythekiLig.'ivhiireueigesall 

tbo priesu tke pnrliiin ilial i^ tlii.'lr due ; but neither 
the Abnna, nor any olher cburi^hiflaii, hiu a riKht to 
laterfcre, or lo ioui:h [ha revauues of the ehurcli. 

TIjk articles of tlie fdth of Ibu Ahyatiuuuu h&T- 
ihg been inqntred into, and discussed with so lanch 
keenness in the b^^inniiig of lust century, Mr. Bnicu 
ma afraui he should diaubli);e some at' his readers if 
iu had paaaed tliia subject without notica. 

Their first biibop, Frumenciua, being onltiined 
about the Tear 333, itnd Instructed in the reUgion of the 
Oreelu of the church of Alexandria hy &i. Albana- 
■hu, then aittiog in the chair of St. Murk, it fsliew* 
that the tme reugion of the Abjssinidus, which tfaej 
icEelied on tlieh" eunveraion to Christian ity, is tlist 
of the Greek church : s.nd every rile or cereniciny In 
the Ahyi>£inian church may be found and traced up to 
its origui in the Greek uhucchei, whilo both of tliem 
were orthodox. Franientius preserved Abyesini& un- 
tainted with heresy tiU the day of his death. We 
find from a letter preserved in the works of St. Atha- 

wishaj St. A 
patriarch! rci 
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Geon after thk Arianisniy and a nun^l»6r of other lie> 
mtiea, eaeh in tnnu were orooght by the monks from 
Qgjrpt, and infeetea the ^urch of Abyssinia. A great 
^rtof these heresies, ifi the beginning, were certainly 
owing to the difference of tlie language in those times^ 
and especially the two words Nature and Person ; than 
which no two words were ever more equivocal in every 
laoguage in which they have been tranalated. 

It was settled by the first genera] council, that one 
baptism only was necessary for the regeneration of 
wan. for freeing him from the sin of our flrst parents^ 
aad listing him under the banner of Chrikt— " I con- 
fefis one baptism for the remission of sins," says the 
Symbol, it was maintained by the iesuits, that in 
Abyssinia, once every year they baptized all ffrown 
iieople, or adults. Mr. Bruce here relates what he 
(imself saw on the spot, and what is .nothing mora 
than the celebration of our Savisiir's baptism. 

The small river, running between the town of 
Adowa and the church, had been dammed up for se- 
veral days ; the stream was scanty, so that it scarcely 
overflowed. It was in places three feet deep, in some 
perhaps four, or little more. Three large tents were 
pitched the morning before the feast of the Epiphany ; 
one on the north for the priests to repose in during in- 
tervals of the service, and, besides this, one to com- 
municate in : on the south there was a third tent for 
the monks and priests of another church to rest them- 
selves in their turn. About twelve o'clock at night, 
the monks and priests met together, and began their 

Erasers and psalms at the water-side, one part) re- 
evmg each other. At dawn of day, the governor, 
Welleta Michael, came thither, with some soldiers to 
raise men for Ras Michael, then on his march against 
Waragna Fasil, and sat down on a small hill by the 
water-side, the troops all skirmishing on foot and on 
horseback around them. 

As soon as the sun be^an to appear, three large 
crosses of wood were carried by three priests dressed 
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in their sacerdotal vestments, and who, oomkigifrAi 
side of the river, dipped the cross into the wattr, uai 
all this time the firing, sldrmishing, and praying. 
went on together. The priests with their crossea re- 
turned, one of their number before them carryl|i| 
something less than an English quart of water in i 
silver cap or chalice ; when they were about ftftg 
yards from Welleta Michael, that general stood np 
and the priest took afi much water as he could hold n 
his hands, and sprinkled it upon his head, holding th 
cup at the same time to Welleta Michaers month in 
taste ; after which the priest received it back again 
saying, at the same time, ** Gzier y'barak," whfeli i 
simply, <* May God bless you." Each of the threi 
crosses were then brought forward to Welleta Mi* 
chael, and he kissed them. The ceremony of sprink- 
ling the water was then repeated to all the great mei 
in the tent, all cleanly dressed as in gala. Some o 
them not (Jontented with aspersion, received it in tfai 
palms of their hands joined, and drank it theve 
more water was brought for those that had not par 
taken of the first ; and after the whole of the gover 
nor's company was sprinkled, the crosses returned t 
the river, their hearers singing kallelujahSf and th< 
skirmishing and firing continuing. 

Mr. Bruce observed, that, a very little time afte 
the governor had been sprinkled, two horses and tw^ 
mules, belonging to Ras Michael and Ozoro Esthei 
came and were washed. Afterwards the soldien 
went in and bathed their horses and guns ; those wht 
had wodnd:} bathed them also. Heaps of platter 
' : and pots, that had been used by Mahometans or Jews 

j were brought thither likewise to be purified; an< 

thus the whole ended. 

Mr. Bruce saw this ceremony performed afterward 
at Kahha, near Oondar, in presence of the king, wh( 
drank some of the water, and was sprinkled by thi 
priests ; then took the cup in his hand, and threw tb 
reat that was left upon AmhaYasous, saying, ** I wil 
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be your deacon f and this was thought a high com- 
pUment, thepriest g[iving him liis biasing at uiesame 
time, bnt ofi^ring mm no more water. 

The Abyseinians receive the holy sacrament in both 
Idnds, in unleavened bread, and in the grape bruised 
with the husk together as it grows, so that it is a kind 
of marmalade, and is given in a flat spoon ; whatever 
they may pretend, some mixture seems necessary to 
keep it from fermentation in the state that it is in, un- 
less tlie dried cluster is fresh bruised just before it is 
used, for,it is little more fluid than the common mar- 
maiaide of confectioners, but it is perfectly the grape 
as it grew, bruised stones and skin tojscether. Some 
m^ms, however, have been used, as Mr. Bruce supposes 
to prevent fennentution, and make it keep ; and tnough 
this is constantly denied, he has often thought he tasted 
a flavour that was not natural to the grape itself. 

It is a mistake that there is no wine in Abyssinia ; 
for a quantitv of excellent strong wine is made at 
Dreeda, south-west fromGondar, about thirty miles, 
which would more than supply the quantity necessa- 
ry for the celebration of the eucharlst in all Abyssinia 
twenty times over. The people themselves are not 
fond of wine, and plant the vine in one place only ; and 
in this tbey have been imitated by the Egyptians, 
their colony ; but a small black grape of an excellent 
flavour, grows plentifully wild in every wood inTigre. 

Large pieces of bread are given to the communi- 
cants in proportion to their quality ; and Mr. Bruce 
has seen great men, who, though they opened their 
mouths as wide as a man conveniently can do, yet 
from the respect the priest bore them, such a portion 
of the loaf was put into their mouths that water run 
from tlieir eyes, from the incapacity of chewing it ; 
which however, they do as indecently, and witn full 
as much noise, as they eat at table. 

After receiving the sacrament of the eucharist, in 
both kinds, a pitcher of water is brought, of which 
the communicant drinks a large draught : and H(^\k 
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taappened to be sucb a crowd to eee him tb) 
wine, part of the consecrated elements, was tl 
downandipiltopon the steps whereon the mmi 
Cldts Btood receiving It. Sonie itruw or bay W 
•Uuitly gathered andsprlnliiedupooit to cover 1 



tnading that ents under foot. Tbis giting 
offence to Janni, aud soioe few priests that IItmI 
him. It vue told to Micliael, nlio, witliOut eipli 
himself, asid only, " As to the fact of throwin 
hay, they were a parcel of hogs, and know nobi 
These few nords had stuck in tbe stomach of the 
of Adowa, who, with greut secresy, and pa ■ 
of friendaliip, begged Mr. Bruce would give hi 
opiuion whul he aliould have done, or rather 
would iisve been <lone in hia country ? Mr. 
told him, that the answer to bis qutsli 
upon two tilings, which beinR known, h: 
would be very easily solved. ■' If joi 

trodden under f.:Ot afterwards, was reall 
of Jesus Christ, then you were guilty ol 
rid crime, and you siioold cry upon the i 
coreryou ; anilagts fX aSonemeiA aTe i 
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to expiate it. Yoa should, in the mesothne, have 
railed the place round with iron, or bnilt it round 
wiA atone, that no foot, or ai^ thing else but the 
dew of heaven, could have fallen upon it : or yon 
ahueAd have brought in the river upon the place that 
would have waahed it all to the sea^ and covered it 
ever after from sacrilegious profanation. But if, on 
theoontrary, you believe, (as many Christian churches 
dOy) that the wine (notwithstanding consecration) re- 
mained in the cup nothing more than wine, but was 
only the symbol, or type, of Christfs blood of the New 
Teetament, then the spilling it upon the steps, and 
the trradbig unon it afterwards, having been merely 
•ecidental, and out of your power to prevent, being 
•o far from your wish that you are heartily sorry that 
it happened^ I do not reckon that you are further lia- 
Ue m the crime of sacrilege, thsA if the wine had not 
tKtea consecrated at all. Yon are to humble yourself, 
md sincerely regret that so irreverent an accident 
happened in your hands, and in your time ; but as 
you did hot intend it, and could not prevent it, the 
consequence of an accident, where inattention is ex- 
ceedingly culpable, will be imputed to you, and no- 
thing further." The priest declared to Mr. Bruce, 
with the greatest earnestness, that he never did be- 
lieve that the elements in the eucharist were converted 
by consecration into the real body and blood of Christ. 
He said, however, that he lielieved this to be the Ro- 
man Catholic faith, but it never was his ; and that he 
conceiv<id the bread was bread, and the wine was 
wine, even after consecration. Fi'om this example, 
which occulted merely ac6identally, and was not the 
fruit of interrogation or curiosity, it appears to Mr. 
Bruce, whatever the Jesuits say, that some at least 
among the Abyssinians do not' believe the real pre- 
sence in the eucharist; but further our traveller is not 
enongli informed to give a positive opinion. 

Tl^ Abyssinians are not all agreed about tlie state 
of souls before the resurrection of the body. The 
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Iblrd sUtej bat tbu, after tbe ezamplt of the tt^ 

tile souli of good men enjoy [be beatlflc tUod im 
diatelynpon the separation from tlieliody. Bat A 
practice and books buth contradict tills; for,u(ill 
' B8 any peraoa dies, alms are given, and pMTSn I 
□tferMl for tbe souls of those depcu'ted, wUcL «w 
be vain did tbey believe they were utready (n the n 
sence of Qod, and in posaeaaion of tbe greiteK U 
possible, witntiiig nolhlng to complete it. 

The Abyneiniana practise ciroumcialonj, whWl 

terformed vjth a sharp knife or razor. Tbere li 
iceration with the nails, no Ibrmula or repetttka 
iTords, nor any religious ceremony at the time of 1 
uperatioQ ; nor is it done at an; particular ajfe ; i 
gcRerally it is a woman that Is tbe surgeon. 1 
Falaaba say they perform It Bometiaiei with I 
edge at' a sharp stone, sometimes with a kl 
or raior, and at other time* wilh the nails of til 
Hngers ; and lor this purpose they have tha nafli 
their tittle finger of an immodenite length : at I 
time of the operation the priest chants a hymn, 
verse, importing, " Blessed art tliou, O Lord, n 
bast ordained circuracisiun !" Tbis is pedbmied 
tlie eighth day, and is a religious rite, according 
the first Institution by God to Abrubam. 

There ia another ceremuny, which regards the i 
men also, and wliicb Mr. Bruce calls incirioa. T 
is an usuge frequent, and sliU ri-talnod amoi^ i 
Jews, thougb positively prohibited by tha b 
" Tliou shall not cut thy face lor the sake of; or 
account of, the dead." As soon a& a near relat 
diua in Abyssinia, a brother or parent, cousio-gera 

of ber little finger, which she leaves Ion; on purpi; 
cuts the shin of both ber temples, about the size t 
sixpenee i and therefore you see either a wound a 
scar in every fair &ce in Abyssinia; and in the< 
aeaeon, when the camp ia out, from tne loss of Mai 
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they seldom have liberty to heal, till peace and the 
army retam with the raiiiB. 

The Abyssinian^, like the ancient Egyptians, their 
first eolony, in computing their time, have continued 
the use of the solar year. Diodorus Siculus says, 
«Tbey do not reckon their time by the moon, but 
according to the sun : that thirty days constitute 
their month, to which they add five davs and the 
fourth part of a day, and this completes tJieir year." 

It is uncertain whence they derived the names of 
their months ; they have no siKuification in any of 
the* languages of Abysshiia. The name of the first 
month among the old Egyptians has continued to 
this day. It is Tot, probably so called from the first 
division of time among the Egyptians, from observa- 
^on of the heliacal rising of the dog'Star. The names 
of the months retained in Abyssinia are possibly in 
antiquity prior to this ; they are probably those given 
them by the Cushite, before tlie Kalendars at Thebes 
and Meroe, their colony, were formed. 

The Abvssinians have another way of describing 
time peculiar to themselves ; they read the whole of 
the four evangelists every year in their churches. 
They begin with Matthew, then proceed to Mark, 
Luke, and John, in order: and when thev speak 
of an event, they write and say it happened in the 
days of Matthew, that is, in the first quarter of the 
year, while the Gospel of St. Matthew was yet read- 
ing in the churches. They compute the time of the 
day in a very arbitrary irregular manner. The twi- 
lignt is very short, almost imperceptible, and was still 
more so when the court was removed farther to the 
southward in Shoa. As soon as the sun falls below 
the horizon, night comes on, and all the stars appear. 
This term, then, the twilieht, they choose for the 
beginning of their day, and cull it Nagge, which is 
the very time the twilight of the morning lasts. The 
same is observed at night, and Meset is meant to sig« 
nify the instant of teginuing the twilight, between 




Uie nun'a Fulltng below lUc liorlian mi Ifae «ai 
penring, Mid-iluy is bv Iheta called Kaltr, t 
old won!, which signlflea crilminatioit, or fit 
being arrived or plnced at tlie mMilIe or liIrlMI 

describe by ptdnting at the pl>ce In the in 
Klitre tbe aim wiu, irhen nhst tliey im dnoi 
happened. 

Nothing can he more InaFCninte than all Abji 
Cilfulariona. Besldts Iheir nhsolute [j^orM 
Brillimetle, tbeir exceaajve Idleiieaa and av«ial 
ttudy, and 1 noniberof fanclfnl, wblmaleal AA 
Uona, b> wMeh etery pBTtlcular aeribft or ttotf 
■anguiBire* hlmaelf, there ure obvions feaaod 
Ibere should he a vuriulion bolween Iheir L-hr<W 
and ours. Tiie bpglniiiiig uf our j-fars differs 
theira; oun bealne on tbe 1st of Jaouary, and 
on the lat day of Sepleniber, so tlmt there are 
iDonthi' diffi'renee betiTFen ub. The last dav c 
gujl may be the year lyeOwilh m, nndlTTt 
with the Ahfaainlaiis. And In the reign of 
kingB, they verj aeldojn inention either month i 
Sapposing, 
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CHAPTER V. 

Mr. Btaee ta appointed Oovernor of Rn el Feel— Battle of 

ButJa— Conspiniej af rintt Michael — ^The author retires to 
Xmfras — I>e«criptioii of Gondsr — First unsueceMfnl Journey 
of the author to discover the sources of the Niie-MJtitaract 
<tf Alatar-Alarm on approaching the Army — ^Adventure of 
Mr. Bruce's Greek attendants— Dangerous Passage of the 
Mile— B<:ttle of Lin^our— Unexpected Peace with Fasil— 
Batum to Gondar. 

Ob the south part of Abyssinia, on the frontiers of 
Sennaar, is a hot, unwholesome, low stripe of country, 
inhabited entirely by Mahometans, where Mr. Bruce's 
fiiend Ayto Confa possessed many dbtricts of land 
fh>m his father Kasmati Netcho, as well as some be> 
longing to his mother Ozoro Esther. It was called 
Baa el Feel ; and as it was also eovemed by a depu- 
ty who was a Mahometan, it had no rank among the 
great governments of the state. Has Michael had 
given Confa other lands in addition to his patrimony, 
and with them this government, young as he was, 
from favoar to his mother. His deputy, Abdel Jel- 
leel, was a great coward, and had refused to bring 
out his men, though summoned to join the king, when 
marching against Fasil. He had also quarrelled with 
the Daveina, a tribe of Arabs of Sennaar, who no 
longer came hither to trade, and brought no more 
horses as they had been accustomed to do, so that the 
district was inconsequence nearly ruined, and a great 
outcry was raised against the deputy liy the mer- 
chants who used to frequent that market. Confu 
now resolved to send Ammonias, his Billetaoa Gueta, 
to supersede Abdel Jelleel, but Ras Michael put him 
as a man of trust over the black horse ; on which hn 
determined to repair in person to his government, and 
fettle another deputy there. With this view he ap- 
plied to the king for the assistance of some troops, 
by which means his intention came to the knowledge 
oi Mr. Bruce. 
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The first time that oar traveller saw Oiordl _^ 
he told her that unless she wished her son todieiMk^ 
ily, she should exert all her influence and avtft^ 
to dissuade him, from going to Has el Feel,whe^«.^ 
bloody flux never ceased to rage; and this eom_M 
had not entirely left him since he had the smalF^K 
but iiud worn him to a shadow. There could titer 
fore be no surer way of destroying him, thansoflM 
him to repair thither, as he proposed. These rept' 
sentations of Mr. Bruce filled Gonfu's mother and ti 
Itegiie, whose chief favourite he was, with sach aUu 
that the Ras positively forbade his departure. 

Negade Ras Mahomet, the principal of the Hail 
metans in Abyssinia, and brother of Hagi Saleh, wl 
had procured Mr. Bruce his first lodging at Gondi 
was u favourite of the Ras, and had always riiewn 
great regard for our traveller. This man came to hi 
o[ie morning, and told him that Yasine, who had a 
companied him to Abyssinia, and been recommend 
to him by Metical Aga, had married Abdel Jellm 
daughter, and that a son of Soleh, had married 
daughter of Yasine. He said that in all Abyssm 
there was not a braver soldier or a better horsem; 
than the latter ; that he was a man of probity and h 
nour ^ that the people of Ras el Feel wished to ha' 
him for their governor in the room of Abdel Jellee 
and that all tlie Arabs, as well as Shekh Fidele, G 
vernor of Atbara, for Sennaar, shared the same sei 
tinients. Maliomet durst not apply to the Ras coi 
ceruing this business for fear ot Ozoro Esther, wl 
was thouglitto favour Abdel Jclleel ; but he promis4 
that if Ay to Confu would appoint Yasine in his stea 
he would give him fifty ounces of gold, besides wb 
Yasine would allow upon his settlement. 

Mr. Bruce was the more disposed to exert his h 

fluence in behalf of Yasine, as lie had already dete 

mined, whenever he left Abyssinia, to return by way 

Sennaar, and never to trust himself again inthehani 

of the sanguinary Nay be oi lfi.^&a\»A!i. He conceivi 
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that foeh the arrangement hisre proposed coiild not 
fail to forward hiti views in this respect,, and that he 
should derive great advantage from Yasine's friend** 
ship with the Arabs and the Bhekh of Atbara. Hav- 
ing first consulted Ayto Aylo, he made him propose 
it to Ocoro Esther; but on spealdng to that princess, 
he ibund that there was something embroiled in the 
affliir, and apprehended that the objection was to Ya- 
sine. He resolved nevertheless to mention it himself 
toCoofu, that Yasine might be kept no longer in sus- 
pense. Anopportunity soon offered: and Mr. Bruce 
availed himself of it. To his no^small surprise Confu 
replied : I have as good an opinion of Yasine as you 
can have, and as bad a one of Abdel Jelleel as any 
man in Gondar : for which too I have a sufficient rea- 
son, as it was but lately the king told me peevishly 
enough, tliat I did not look to my affairs (which is 
true) as he understood that the district was ruined by 
neglect. But I am no longer governor of Ras el 
Feel. I have resigned it. I hope they will appoint a 
wiser and l)etterman; let him choose for his deputy 
Yasine, or whom el»e he pleases : for I have sworn by 
the head of the Ite*;he, that I will no more meddle or 
make with the government of Ras el Feel." Mr. 
Bruce now lost no time in repairing to Ozoro Esther 
to intercede for the government for Yasine. 

Among the crowd ne first met Tecla Mariam, the 
king's secretary, wliom he informed of his errand. 
** Why don't you appoint Yasine yourself?" replied the 
secretary. "You may thank theking for yourself, but 
I woulfi advise you not to say one word to him cou- 
ceminff Yasine : it is not the custom ; you may, if 
you please to Confu; he knows him already. His 
estate lies all round you, and he will enforce your 
orders, if there should be any need." 

" Pardon me, Tecla Mariam," said Mr. Bruce," if I 
do not understand you. I came to solicit fur Yasine, 
that Confu or his successor would appoint him their 
deputy, and you answer that you advise me to a^i^olut 
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had Fasil heard of his arrival in thos 
i.« *noT>.>}ipd witli a number of horse, a 
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came into the room, in a torn and dirty habit, unat- 
tended, and almost unperceived^ and presented him- 
self at the foot of the table. Michael nad then in his 
hand a cap of gold, it being the exdasive privilege 
of the governor of the province of Tigre to drink out 
of such a cup ; it was full of wine ; before a word was 
spoken, and upon the first appearance of the man, he 
threw the cup and wine upon the ground, and cried 
out, ''I am guilty of the death of these people." 
Every one rose, the table was removed, and Georgis 
told his misfortune, that Nanna Oeorgis his fatiier, 
Zeegam Oeorgis, the next in rank among them, Aya- 
mico the king's relation, and four other chiefs, were 
slain at Banju, aiid their race nearly extirpated by a 
victory ^ued with much bloodshed, and afterwards 
cruelly tollowed up in retaliation for that of Fagltta. 

A council was immediately called, where it was 
resolved, that, though the ramy season was at hand, 
the utmost expedition should be made to take the 
field ; that Gusbo and Powussen should return to their 
provinces, and increase their army to the utmost of 
their power j that the king should take the low road 
by Foggoro and Dara, there to join the troops of Be- 
gemder and Amhara, cross the Nile at the moufh of 
the lake, above tlic second cataract, as it is called, 
and march thence straight to Bure, which, by speedy 
marches, might be done in five or six days. No reso- 
lution was ever embraced with more alacrity; the 
cause of the Agows was the cause of Gondar, or fa- 
mine would ei&e immediately follow. The king's 
troops and those of Michael were all ready, and had 
just refreshed themselves by a week's festivity. 

Gusho and Powussen, after havuig sworn to Mi- 
chael that they would never return without Fasil's 
head, decamped next morning, with very different 
intentions in their hearts; for no sooner had they 
reached Begemder than they entered into a conspira- 
cy in form against Michael, which they had lons'me- 
ditated ; they had resolved to make peace with rasil, 
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After having taken his leave of the K'laa 
Ras, lie paid Che same complioieot to the It 
Koacam. That excellent prhicess endesvoon 
to dissuade Mr. Bruce fnim leavhitf Qouda 

Nile as a fantastic folly, unworthy of any 
sense or understanding, and very earnestly 
him to stay under her protection at Koscam. 
Ranwhuther lias Michael and the kin^ would 
and then take the first good opportunity of n 
to hia own country througli Ti^re, tlie way 
came, before any evil should overtake iiim. 

Hr. Bruce excused himself in tlie best nui 
could. It was not easj ta do it with any d 
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eonviction to people utterly aulearned, and wlio kupw 
nothing of tlie prejudice of a^es in favour of tbe at- 
tempt he was engaged in. He therefore turned the 
discourse to professions of gratitude for bcneiits tliat 
he had every day received from her, and for the very 
great honour she then did him, when she condescend- 
ed to testify her anxiety concerning the fate of a poor 
unknown traveller like hiui, who could not possibly 
have any merit but what arose from her own gracious 
and generous sentiments, and universal charity, that 
extended to every object in proportion as they were 
helpless. 

"See,** said she, " how every day furnishes us with 
proofs of tiie perverseness and contradiction of liuniuu 
iiature. You are come from Jerusalem through vile 
Turkish governments, and hot unwholesome climates, 
to see a river and a bog, no part of which you can 
carry away, were it ever so valuable, and of which 
you have in your own country a thousand larger, better, 
and cleaner ; and you tike it ill when I discourage you 
from tlie pursuit of this fancy, in which you are likely 
to perish without your friends at home ever hearinj;-, 
when or where the accident happened : while I, on 
the other hand, the mother of kings, who have sat 
upon the throne of this country more than thirty years, 
have for my only wish niglit and day, that, after giv- 
ing up every thing in the world, I could be conveyed 
to tiie church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerudaleni, 
and beg alms for my subsistence all my life after, if I 
could only be buried at last withm eight of the gate 
of that temple where our Blessed Saviour once lay." 
This was said in the most melancholy tone, an unusual 

floom hanging upon her countenance. Her desiring 
Ir. Bruce to stay at Koscam till he knew whether 
the king or Michael would return or not, considering 
the large army which they were to lead to the field, 
and the weakness of Fasil, after repeated defeats, 
caused him to apprehend that there was somethhig 
behind with which he was yet unacquainted. 
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G iM, nrid orders for provisions and cattle while at 
E:iiiriL««, fullowed tliis conversation witli the queeOy 
whom Mr. Bruce left much affected with the dispo- 
sition in which he had i'uuud her. Though he was 
ready at first to yield to apjirehension, and had the 
way been open through Ti^re to have perhaps taken 
the queen's advice, and returned without accomplieh- 
in^jf the grand object of liis expedition ; yet the great 
preparations making in Gondar, and the assunuices 
which lie received from every one, that, safe in the 
midst of a victorious army, he mi^ht explore at his 
leisure the famous fountains of the Nile, raised hie 
spirits, roused his ambition, and caused him to consi- 
der it as a kind of treason to his country to renounce a 
discovery which had b<ilHed the courage and perseve- 
rance of the bravest men in all ug<>s. 

Gond;ir, the metropolis of Abyssinia, is situated 
upon a hill of consideraI)L> heigiit, the top of it nearly 
plain, on which the town is placed. It conz'lsts of 
about ten thousand families i:i time of peace ; the 
houses are cliiedy of clay, the roofs thatched in the 
form of coue.H, wliich is ahva. s theeoiislructioii witliiii 
the tropical rains. On the west end of the town is tlie 
kiru's house, f )rmerly a stnu'tureof considerable co»i- 
s -qiience; iiwus a square building:, llauked with square 
towers ; it was formerly f )ur stories high, and, from 
the top of it, had a raii^xnifi-'ent vic-.v of ail the coun- 
try southward to ihe 1 ike Tz nia. Great part of this 
house is now in ruhis, Laving been burnt at different 
times ; but there is still uniple lodging in the two 
lowest iloors of it, the audience-chamber being above 
one hundred and twenty feet long. A succession of 
kings have built apartnunts by the side of it of clay 
only, in the manner and fashion of their own country ; 
for tlie palace itself was built by masons from India, 
in the time of Facilidas, and by sucii Abyssiniaus as 
tiad been instructed in architecture by the Jesuits, 
without embracing their religion, and afterwards 
rewuined in the counU^' \u\wi\xftfetted with the 
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expulsion of the Portuguese, during that prince's 
reign. 

The palace, and all the contiguous buildings, are 
surrounded by a substantial stone wall thirty feet 
high, with battlements npon the outer wall, and a 
parapet roof between the outer and inner, by whicii 
you can go along tlie whole and look into the street. 
There appears tu have never been any embrasures for 
cannon, and the four sides of this wall are above an 
Bnglisii mile and a half in len^rth. 

Tiie raountaiu, or hill on which the town is situ- 
ated, is surrounded on every side by a deep valley, 
which has three outlets ; the one to tlie south to Dem- 
bea,Maitsha, and the Agows : the second to the north- 
west towards 3ennaar, over the high mountain De- 
bra Tzai, or the Mountain of the Sun, at the root of 
which Koscam, the palace of the Iteghe, is situated, 
and the low countries of Walkayt and Waldubba : the 
third is to the north toWog^ora, over the high moun- 
tain Lamalmon, and so on throus:h Tigre to the Red 
Sea. The river Kaliha, comin*? from the Mountain of 
the Sun, or Debra Tzai, runs tlirouy:h the valley, and 
covers all the south of the town ; the Antrnib, falling 
upon Wogiiora, surrounds it on the N. N. E. ThesH 
rivers joiii at the bottom of the hill, about a quarter 
of a mile south of the town. 

Immediately upon the bank opposite to Gondar,on 
the other side of the river, is a large town of Malio- 
metans of about a thousand houses. These are all 
active and laborious people ; great part of them are em- 
ployed in taking care of tlie king's and nobility's bag- 
gage and iield equipage, both when they take the field 
and when they return from it. They pitch and strike 
tiieir tents with surprising facility and expedition ; 
they load and conduct the mules and the bag<iage, and 
are formed into a body under propter officers, but never 
suffered, nor do they choose to %ht on either side. 

It was the 4th ot April 1770, at eight o'clock in 
the morning, when Mr. Bruce and his party set out 
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fromGondir. Olin puMdOia K*Ul,1liinl 
liometsn torn, and tibont ten In tha manl(|j 
to a conakterable rirer called Miwetcb Whtah ] 
a deep rugged bed of flaky bine atone*. 
J :. „pan g ,gf„ j„]jj giyg^ biidn t 



_... , . . ._. :e leldomtobe oil, 

hg AbyHlniBn rivers : but ver; neceuBiy on 
i^iutrary to ma»t of tbeir streama wbleli beoim 
or stand la poola, on the upproacb of this n 
Mogetch mug constuutly l>y reason that It* I 
are Lu tJie bigbeat bills of Wo^gonkf wbeTe 
break pleutituUy at all eeawnB of tbe yeai 
water uf thla river Is not vholeMinie, probaU; 
the minerals, or itonj- pflrdcles it oarrleaftloDgi 

Ttaey now entered a very eKtcDeive plain, Hi 
on Ihe east side by tbe mountains, and On tM 1 
■ ■ 3f Demi 



imbea, olhervlse called tb 



II illlage, bcM 
mnd, tnrongli 



situated on a gentle rising ground, I 
the rond passes in view of tbe lake, aou tneii 
divides, one brunch continuing eoutli to BmtVi 
BO on to Po"gora and Dam ; the other 10 M 
two smull inlands on the lake, lying S. W. fn 
distance of about four liours' jooroey. Th 
from Correvatofimfraa, fortheflrat hour. Is «l 
plain )tortbe second, Blon^tiic gentle slope of a 
lain of no eonsiderable liei),'bt ; and the remai 
upon a perfect flat, or along ilie lake Tzaoa. 

At live in tbe morning of April 5, they lal 
Btation.and continued Ibeir road chiefly to the 
through the same sort of country, till they c 
the foot of a lull, covered vitii bushes and 
trees, chiefly tbe comuioa acacia, bnt of n 
and seeming not la tlirive. Herp Mr. Brum 
ed his lent to searcii wliat the cover would pi 
T^ere were a great number of hares, nhichbi 
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in abborrence. as tbinking them unclean ', but to 
make amends be found great store of Guinea fowls 
of the common grey kind in Europe, of which be shot, 
in a little time, above a score; and these, being 
j^fectly lawful food, proved a very agreeable variety 
from tike raw beef, butter, and honey, which they bad 
lived upon hitherto, and wliich was to be their diet 
till they reached Emfras. 

Mr. Bruce next passed through Tangouri, a consi- 
derable village, chiefly inhabited by Mahometans, 
whose occupation is to go in caravans far to tlie 
soutii, on the other side of the Nile, through the 
several districts of .Galla, to whom they carry beads 
and large needles, cohol, or stibium, myrrh, coarse 
cloth made in Begemder, and pieces of blue cotton 
cloths from Surat, called Marowti. They are gene- 
rally near a year absent, and bring in return slaves. 
civit, wax, hides, and cardamum in large beautiful 
pods: they bring likewise a great quantity of gin- 
ger, but that is from farther south, *ticarer Narea. 
On the left of Tangouri, divided from it by a plain of 
about a mile in breadth, stands a high rock called Am- 
ba Mariam, with a church upon the very summit of it. 
Tiiere is no possibility of climbing this rock but at 
one place, and there it is very ditticdlt and rugged ; 
hither the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages 
retreat upon a sudden alarm or inroad of an enemy. 

After jmssing a plain, with the lake Tzana all the 
way on tlieir rii^ht, in length about three milt's, they 
came to the banks of the river Gonio, a small but 
clear stream ; it rises near Wechne, and has a bridge 
of one arch over it about half a mile above the ford. 
A mile furtlicr they arrived at Emfras, situated on a 
s;cep hill ; and the way up to it is almost perpendicu- 
lar like the a»ceiit of a ladder. The houses are all 
placed about the middle of the hill fronting the west, 
in number about 'MO. Above these houses are gar- 
dens, or rather fields, full of trees and bushes, without 
any sort of order up to the very top. Emfras com- 
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iMiidf a Tivw of the whole lake, uidpttt ef lh»« 
try oatlie other side. It wiu ooceerofalmida 
On a null hill k a house of Hatze Haoaeey la t 
of a iquare tower now going £ut to mla. 

The lake of Tnuia is by much the laigoil «Kpi 
of water known in that country. Itsezteotyhawe 
hM been gieatly exaggerated. Its gieatert Jao 
from north to south is tbrty-nine miles, and Itamti 
breadth thirty-five ; but it decreases greatly ait « 
^nd, where it is in some places not more than tea a 
broad. In the dry mouths from October to Kan 
atirinks greatly ihsize : but after tliat all those rl 
wliieh are on every side of it, are full, and fall inti 
lake ; then it swells, and extends itself into the p 
c juntry, and has of course a much larger sur&ce 
According to the Abyssinians, who, however, 
very ereat liars, this lake contains 45 inhabited isla 
Mr. Bruce judged their number to be about elei 
the principal of which is Dek, or Daka, situated n 
ly in the middle. These islands were formerly i 
as prisons for the great, or served them for a yolo: 
ry retreat on account of some disgust or misfort 
or as places of security for valuable effects in trou 
some times. While Mr. Bruce was in Abyssinia, '. 
ounces of gold, confided by the queen to the car 
Welleta Curistos, her Governor of Dek, a mai 
extraordinary sanctity, who had fasted forty y< 
was stolen away by that priest, who absconded ^ 
his booty ; yet the queen wduld never suffer hii 
be sought or apprehended. 

On tiie 12tU of May they heard the king 
marched to Tedda, and on tJie i;5th, by day-br 
Netcho, Fit-Auraris to Ras Michael, passed in s 
haste below the town towards Foggora. The J 
had made a forced march from Tedda, and was 
uight to encamp at a house of Gusho's near Lam 
This was great expedition, and sufficiently mai 
tlie eageTDOM with which it was undertaken. 
effotits of the appro&cU ot lYie «xtii^ N««a «ooa i 
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Svery one hid what was best in his house, or fled to 
the mountains with it. 

About eleven o'clock in the morning, the king's Fit- 
Aoraris passed. With him Mr. Bruce had contracted 
a great degree of friendship ; he had about 50 horse 
and 200 toot : as he passed at several places he made 

Srooiamatioo iu the name of the king, * That nobo- 
j should leave their houses, but remain quiet in them 
without tear, and that every house found empty should 
be burnt.' He sent a servant as he pas^sed, telling 
our traveller the king was that night to lie at Lam- 
gae, and desinng him to send what spirits he could 
spare, which Mr. Bruce accordingly did, upon his 
providing a man who could protect the houses adjoin- 
ing his H'om the robbery and the violence of which 
the inhabitants were in hourly fear. About the close 
of the evening, they heard the king's kettle-drum.^. 
Forty-flve ot those instruments con^tantlv go before 
him, bating all the way while he is on his march. 
The Mahometan town near tiie water was plundered 
in a minute ; but the inhabitants had long before re- 
moved everything valuable. 

On the 14th at day-break, Mr. Bruce mounted his 
horse, with all his men-servants, leaving the women- 
servants and an old man to take care of the house. 
They crossed the river Anio, a little below Erafras, 
before they got into the plain ; after which they went 
at a smart gallop, and arrived at Lamgue between 
eight and nine o'clock. Early as it was, the king 
was then in council, and Has Michael, who had his 
advisers assembled also in his tent, had just left it to 
go to the kiiijj's. There was about 500 yards between 
their tents, and a free avenue is constantly left, in 
which it is a crime to stand, or even to cross, unless 
for messengers sent from one to the other. The old 
general dismounted at the door of the tent; and 
though Mr. Bruce saw that he perceived hiui, and 
was always at other times most courteous, he now 
passed him without taking the least notice.* 
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striliin^' the tents. ThU rcpresfintation opt-rutcil with 

Mr. Uruco in a wav contrarv to licr iiitf-iiriofis : lor ha 

bi.-fjan to tVar that lie .-hoiild not ho able to uio Lome, 

' jind ho. was not i)rcpart:d to procfcd with the arniy: 

r hreidcs it was indispensably nccessiry for him to t-ey 

I both the kiiifj: and lias Michael. He therefore apo- 

I lny;i{,ed to Ozoro Esther, and left the company to wait 

upon the kin;:. 

Oil the lijih, the king decamped early in the nioni- 
inir, and led the van in person. He halted at the river 
(iotuaru, but advanced that same niirht to the pussaire 
where the Nile conies out of the lake Tzana, and re- 
» sumes again the appearance of a river. Here he re> 

inained encamped the 15th and 10th. 

Ou the 17lh, after sun-rise, the k'm'f papsed the 
Nile, and encamped at a small village on the other 
Hde, called Tsoouiwa, where his Fit-Auraris had tak- 
en post early in the morning. The Fit-Auraris, TV'hi<'h 
literally si^ities iVont of the army, is an otticer de- 
pendinij: inmiediately upon the commander-in-chief, 
corresponding^ directly vrith him, and receiving orders 
from him alone. He is always one of the bravest, 
most rubui^t, and most experienced men in the service : 
' he knows vrith the utmost accuracy the distance of 
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atben of foot, bnt comraonlf of n miicllini of bofl^l 
Ttili officer has sl*a tb« niaaagenieiit of tho uitel^_ 
^DC?, uu] the directioa of the ipLtB- 

Frum Taoamws the king nisrdicd on, r ihort day't 
marcli, lo Derdera, und cac^mped iiisnr the churdb nf 
Si. Mijhael- Dsrderii wh» a ooUtol.on of small fil- 
hi'^ea between tUa lake Dembe:i and Caurtt>h&B, 
wheretlie ■KTeemeatwuthAttheeanlederjEEHsbaHjil 
iDcloiie Michael, iind glie him biilllt ; but Ins had 
iiuw lust hU patteii<;c, an there nes no unpuiimiiiic kX 

eaemy's country, he tttgin to prucpcd in his a!Hl!il 
inBHoar, bj sivini; orders to lay w^are the adjic^ut 
territory with tire und eword. TJa' nJiole line of 
iiiiirch, twti diyi' journey Id breadth from the lake, 
nils set on Are; tlie people who cauldnot escape wen 
tluin, Huil every wanton barbarity permitted. 

Tbe king's passage of the Nile iriu the signal glTan 
for Mr. Bruce u> net out to join him. It vas the IStk 
of May, at noon, that he left Bmlras with hii attend- 
I1Q19, Ills cuursit being southward whilst Id the plain 
at Mitrahu. They soon began to const close along 
the aide of tiie lake TzuOH, where the^ saw ■ groat 
number of hippopotami; sotae Ewlmming in the lake 
at a small distance, aonie rising from leeding oa the 
lii|jh grass la the meadows, and walking seemingly 
Dtgreat leisure till Iliey plunged out of sight. They 
are exceedingly caatiuua and shy while on land, and 
DJt to he approached near enough to do execution 
with the heat ride-gun. The following morning thev 
cime to the rirer Beb, wiiich falla into tiie Fake a 
little to the north-west of the place where they now 
were. Cloiw tu tbe spot where the Reb joins the lake 
19 a smjil village of Patens, called Wailo, who lire 
[]uile separate from the Abyssiniana, and are held by 
tnein in utter abhorrence, so that to touch them, or 
any ihingtbat belongs to them, makes a man unclean 
oil that day till the eienin^, separates him from hU 
ttmily and friendi', and Qxclades him from the chorch 
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and all divine serrice, till he is washed and purified 
on the following day. Part of this aversion is cer- 
tainly owing to their manner of feeding, for the only 
Erofession of these people is killing the crocodile and 
Ippopotamus, which they make their daily fusten- 
ance. They have a most abominable stench, are ex- 
ceedingly wan, very lean, and many of them, as it is 
taid, die of the lousy disease. 

On the 20th, between six and seven in the morning, 
Mr. Bruce sent the biiggage and tents that they had 
with them forward witii Stratos, a Greek, who was 
an avowed enemy to all learned inquiries or botanical 
researches. His orders were to encamp nt Ddr<i, in 
some convenient place near tlie house ot Ncga'ie R.is 
Uahomet. In the mcuntiiue Mr. Bruce staid ex- 
pecting the arrival of Ayto Adi;^o Shum, or Governor 
of Karoota ; he came near eleven o'clock. As a tem- 
porary shelter from the sun, a cloak upon cross sticks 
was set up, instead of a tent, to save time. They sat 
down together to such fare as Adigo had brought 
along with him ; it was a soldier's dinner, coarse and 
plentiful. 

Netcho, a near relation of the old queen, arrived 
from Kuara just a.s tiiey were sitting down to dinner. 
He had about 50 horse and 200 foot, all bad troops, 
and ill armed J he was, however, a respectable tried 
veteran, who having had many opportunities of be- 
coming rich, gave the whole to his soldiers, and those 
of his dependants who lived with him : on which ac- 
count he was extremely beloved. 

Tiie mules that hud hitherto carried our traveller's 
quadrant and telescopes bein;]: bad, he had luckily 
kept them behind, in hopes that either Adigo or Net- 
cho would supply him with better ; and he had now 
placed them upon fresh mules which he had obtained, 
and had not sent them on with the servants, and they 
were then taking a friendly glass, i t was about noon, 
when they saw their servants coming back, Strateg 
also among the rest, stript of every thing that he liad 
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uKBSpt a cotton night-cap, which h« ncrteon W« Ii< 
TUeseivanta swuinavet ibe Oonara laimGdlHlel;, mn 
WMi SiMie* iniMrtipieil, but pa^ied M the focd. They 
»uid tUaC Ouibo uud Pnivuuen Win ill Kbeliiou 
nt^iiiit Ilie king, and caDreaer.ited with Fmil: tiitt 
tiiey were adiiiacing fjat Co cut off (ha Ras'a ratrcat , 
Id Oundiir, and Ihat Quchi-K Metiedia, and Ooil!^l, 

viinLs; luid pIuaderEQ thsia, as belani(ii>i; to the Uag 
iiud lli<! Ru. 

Whili! iliL'T vrcn milking l^.tir t'omrnnnl? tipuQ tills 



the respittunie llijurc nmie Oy Mr, Uruce's party, 

just ready to pass the ford, which alone divided lliem. 

Ouebru Uehedin and hb brother approached ataia 

to the banks than the rest; Ihiiy sent a servant who 

, npbrHiding Ayto Adlgo 

^ „ . _ , pro.cribod by the law* of 

tlieir country, and alsoofmarching to the assiaunoo of 



Ka Michael,' the murderer of hi» sovereign, oflbring 
ut the same time to di'ide the spoil wich blm. If tu 
would surrender Ur. Bruce and his followers to hln, 
ServaaU here, who carry messages in time of mr'be* 
tween the contending parties, are held aacred like 
hirtalde. Adijoaiid Neicho oere above ohwrvlng ti^ 
pnnctilio nitU robbers. Some were for cuttins tlu 
serruut's ears off, and some for carrying him bound to 
Ras Michael ; bat Mr. Bruce be^ed they would let 
hiia go. Tlie servants having given the mesaengtr 
a severe drubbing with stiuks, torn the cloth firaia 
about his middle, and twisted It about bis neck like a 
cord, tent biia back in that plight toGuebra Uehadla, 
nnd they all prepared to take the ford across th« rim. 
Ouebra Uehedui, who saw his servant thui diigraead 
recuniiiuf toward]} Uut, and. & cntuhlerabla lootloa 



the river at Uie tora, ana ne naa no sooner g:oi up inr 
bank, and stood upon firm ground tlian ho rir(<l two 
shots at him; the one, Irom a Turkish rifle, ^(fln((l 
to give him gnat upprehensions, or cl^e to have 
wounded him, lor after four or live of his people hud 
flocked about him, they all galloped ofi* across th^' 
plain of Foggora towards Ltbec. 

Netcho had passed the Gomara close after Mr. 
Bruce, crvinj? to him to let him go first ; but Adigo, 
who hated Michael, and was a friend of the rebel chiefs, 
declared his resolution to go no farther. He therefore* 
returned to Emfras and Karoota, and with him Mr. 
Bruce sent five of his servants, desirhig him to escort 
his quadrant, clock, and telescopes, into the island of 
Mitraha, and deliver them to Tecla Georgis, the lung's 
servant, governor of that island. Adigo, being left 
alone by the servants, could not be persuaded but some 
ffreat treasure was hidden in those boxes. He there- 
fore carried them to his house, and used the servants 
well ; but opened and examined every one of the pack- 
ages. Surprised to find nothing but iron and rusty 
brass, he closed them again, and delivered them safely 
to Tecla Georgis, there to be kept for that campaiirn. 
Our travellers now set out to take up their residence 
with Negade lias Mahomet at Dara, where they ar- 
rived in the afternoon, having picked up one of their 
mules in the way, with a couple of carpets and some 
kitchen furniture upon it, all the rest bemg carried off. 
A son of Negade Ras Mahomet arrived, who as- 
sured them all was in peace : that they had been ex- 
S acting them, and Ayto Adigo with them ; that he 
eard nothing of Guebra Mehedio, only that he had 
retreated with great precipitation homewards across 
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tlia piiio, M tliey appreh*ndeU, from teal 
prone li of their p^irly. 

TtabhraairhnkemtoNei^ndeRasUaluis 
wbo killed a tuw fur Heiclio, or ralher > 
tokillDiierorbliastIt'; IbriCJBOqualta 

afChrisCiBni!v,toeatmel ■" - - - •- 

ter«il by a. Hahomeun. 
JtcrufNilouB, bad a very bearty nupper priv^ 
Naitade Has Mahnnict and liis family, i* 
Irjivdkr, being full of Ihou^bttrupoa diffic 
dangera he nu nlreudy engaged In, he b. 
maen for eilher of itieir aappEra, batotdi 
cuffee, and went to bod, ha*iiig Hret settta) 
landlord, the plan ufan exturaioa to tlie ei 
AlaU. Wauried with [Jiinfcliig, and bEtterl 
to hii expedition by tbe iQlbrmation which i 

was awakened by Siratee in the momuig, 
Maj,3 and after cotfee, mounted his hors^ 

MTvantB, onhoMKbiick, all resnlutc at" 

Ions, urnied with l»ni:{^a In the faabio 

Sh'homet, on - giioil burse, armed wi 
and pistols at hia l>Glt, wltlt fonrof hisserroa 
baiaetans, atDut men, each having hie gnn,uu 
at his ttirdle, and a aword hung over hia it 
mounted upon four pood mules, swifter and i 
than ordinary horses. Tliey galloped all tl 
and were qui of sight in a short time. Th 

Sarsoad their journey with diligence, hot D 
urry. After passing the plain, they camatl 
stream which rises in BeKemder, paases All 
throws itself into the Kile below the cataract 
said, it WBB called Mariam Ohba; and a lit 
ther, on the side of Bgrecn hill, haTlng thai 
pearjnE in some parts of it, stands Alata, ma 
able village, witli several smaller to lb« Mr 
west. Habomet, their guide, rode immadia' 
bbe boate whtie be knew Uie goTernor, or 
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iCdf for fear of alarming him ; but they had already 
aen seen at a considerable diBtance, and Muhomet 
dnd his serrants known. All the people of the villape 
Borroanded the mules directly, paying tlieir compli- 
ments to the master and the servants ; the same was 
Unmediately observed towards our travellers ; and, as 
Mr. Brace saluted the Shum in Arabic, his own lan- 
guage, they speedily became acanainted. Having 
overshot the cataract, the noise ot which they had a 
long time distinctly heard, Mr. Bruce resisted every 
entreaty to enter the house to refresh himself. 

Their horses were immediately fed ; bread, honey 
and butter, served ; after which they proceeded to the 
cataract. The first thing they saw was the bridge, 
which consists of one arch^ about twenty-five Icct 
broad, the extremities of which were strongly let into, 
and rested on the solid rock on botii sides ; but frag- 
ments of the parapets remained, and the bridge it- 
self seemed to bear the appearance of frequent re- 
pairs, and many attempts to ruin it ; otherwise in its 
construction it was exceedingly commodious. The 
Nile here is confined between two rocks, and runs in 
a deep trough, with great roaring and impetuous velo- 
city. They were told that no crocodiles were ever 
seen so high, and were obliged to remount the stream 
above half a mile before they came to the cataract, 
through trees and bushes of the same beautiful and 
delightful appearance with those tiiey had seen near 
Dara. 

The cataract itself presents a most magnificent 
sight. The height has been rather exaggerated. 
The missionaries say the fall is about sixteen ells, 
or fifty feet. The measuring is, indeed, rery difiicult ; 
but, by tiie position of long sticks, and poles of dif- 
ferent lengths, at different heights of the rock, from 
the water's edge, Mr. Bruce judged it to be nearer 
forty feet than any other measure. The river had 
been considerably increased by rains, and fell in one 
sheet of water, without any interval, above half an 

14 T 



Snglieh mile iu brosJUi, witli a force a, _ ___ 

vu truly hirribU, anil irhicli giunned cmd niada U(l^ 
for a timo pciibcily dlszy. JL cJiick fatae, or hut, 
eOTerad lite fall all muiid, utd bun;; over tlie cohiib 
of the atreani botb above siiil bdaw, marking iu 
track, thauch tlie water hub not tcut. Tti« rl*ar, 
tbongli sweDed with niiu. priaersc.! its ftatuial dew- 
nesB, and fell lata a deep poul ur biuon. in the wdid 
Kick wblch nus fall, and in. twentj different eddleu 
to the lery footofllie precipice, Ilie utreainwbea il J 
fell aeemuig put at it to run back niih grtat tvry I 
apon tLarodt, ttswell w leriranl in theTlna 1^ JU I 
coune, raJBlng a naie, or tkileiit aballilion, ky cba^ I 
ins against each Qther, i 

Jerome Lobo jlreteiids, tluit be lus mt under UiS 7 
■curve, or iirch, raade hy Ihe projectile force of the 
water nulling over the preciinct. He snja he wt 
cslmlj' at the foot of it, and lonking tlirongii tin 
eurre of tiie stresiii, as it was ialling aair a nuait»r 
of ralobons of inconceliabis beauty in Ibb eitraor- 
oidinary priim, Tliis however Mr. Hruce, nitJunl 
Iietltatfon, avers to be a downright fubehood. A 
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the evening tlie party returned to Dora. At 
it Mr. Bruce qaestioned Strates respecting his 
ature with Guebra Mehedin. Strates having 
a circumstantial account of the manner in which 
md heen plundered and beaten, conclnded with 
drvinj? : "We shjill sec what ti'^fure he will make 
of these days before the Iteghe, or what is better, 
ore Ras Michael." — " Tliat you never shall," said 
.•gade Rhs Mahomet, who )iad just then entered 
e room, " for there is a man now without who in- 
rms us that Gu>.'bra Mehedin is either dead or dying. 
. shot iired at him by one of you at the Gomara cut 
ff part of his cheek-bone : the next morning he 
leard that Kasmati Ayubdar was going to the hot 
(vaters at Lebec with servants only, and the devil to 
wiiora he belonged would not quit him. He would 
persist, ill as he was, to attack Ayabdar, who, being 
unknown to him accompanied by a number of stout 
fellows, witliout dithculty cut his servants in pieces. 
In the fray Teda Georjiis, a servant of Ayabdar, 
coming up with Guel)ra Mehedin himself, struck him 
over tiie skull with a lar^e crooked knife like a 
hatcliet, and left him mortally wounded on the field, 
whence he was carried to a church, where he now 
lies a miserable spectacle, and can never recover." 
Sr rates could restrain himself no longer. He got up, 
and danced as if he had been frantic ; sometimes sing- 
ing Greek songs, at others pronouncing ten thousand 
curses which he wished might overtake Guebra Me- 
hedin in the other world. But Mr. Bruce was very 
far from sliaring these sentiments, especially when he 
considered tlie relationship between tiie unfortunate 
man and the Iteghe. 

On the 22d Mr. Bruce and his attendants were all 
equally desirous to resume their journey. They set out 
accordingly at six o'clock in the morning, ascended 
some lulls covered with trees and shrubs of uiexpres- 
sible beauty, and many of extraordinary fragrance. 
They continued ascending about three mUes till they 




they rose, the hills beearne mure bsre a 
___][ifuL Tliej afierwBnis rteaceaded tow« 
pamge, parlly orer sleep btinks which hR 
eovereii with buFlie", all trodden dnwri by till 
ftod which had mmlp llit acre^n lo ilin lirerf 
Jngly .UppiTv llM-ri... .,>■■ K,r„-eo(M^ 
Htiuiti, iliK ' ' ' '''] .1 lance 

iluid,Uo]iliij;!i' i .1.,-. I'l ilipotber 



wajna eacli Bide, almost perfectly lere] 
obstructed with black stones. In the 
ter; deep, and the stream amouth ; 
■" "Ir horses must swim. I 
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DO crocodile psued tlie cataract. Tlie beasts 
got over, the men followed iniicli quicker; 
women, ^int; to jom tlie arm;, swam over, I 
the tails of tbe hormrs, and they were all on th 
aide before twelve ,0'clofk, tbe beasts a got 
tired with the passage, the steepness o( tlie hi 
It, and tlie still (irenter depth on the other si 
was B little past three o'clock when they an 
Tsoomwa, which was very forlun:ile, as tli 
■carcely pitched tlieir tents Iwfore a most 
storm uf ruin, wind, and thunder ovcrtooli 
From the passage tu Tsoomwa, all the cnuni 
foreaken ; the house* u'linhabited, the grass I 
down, and tiie fields witliout cuttle. 
Ou the 34th, at their oiilinary time, when 
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irge pools, and threatened to turn all into a lake. 
An awful silence reigned every where around, intcr- 
ropted only at times by thunder, now become daily, 
and the rolling of torrents produced by local showers 
in the hills, which ceased with the rain, and were but 
the children of un hour. 

At Derdera they saw the church of St* Michael, 
the only building which, in favour of his own name, 
the Bas had spared. It served them for a very con- 
▼enient lodging, as much rain had fallen in the nit;lit, 
and the priesrs had all fled or been murdered. Tliey 
liad tliis evening, when it was clear, seen the moun- 
tain of Samseen. Their next stage from Derdera 
was KarcMgna, a small village near the banks of the 
Jemma, about two miles from Samseen. They knew 
the king had resolved to bum it, and they expected 
to have seen the clouds of smoke arising from its 
ruins ; but all was perfectly cool and clear, and this 
very muc^ surprised them. As they advanced, they 
bad seen a ureat number of dead mules and horses, 
and the hyienas so bold as only to leave the carcase 
for a moment, and snarl as if they had regretted at 
seeing any pass alive. 

After Mr. Bruce had passed the Nile, he found 
himself more than ordinarily depr<>ssed ; his s])irits 
were sunk almost to a degree of despondency, and 
yet nothing; had happened since that period more 
than was expected before. This disagreeable sitiui- 
I'lon of mind continued at night while he was in bed. 
The rashness and imprudence with which he had en- 
gaged himself in so many dangers without any neces- 
sity for so doing ; tlie little prospect of his being ever 
able to extricate himself out of them, or even if Iih 
lost his life, of the account being convey c<l to his 
friends at home ; the great and unreasonable pre- 
sumption which had led him to think that, after 
every one that had attempted this voyage had mis- 
carried in it, he was the only person tliat was to suc- 
ceed : all these reflections upon Uis mind, when re- 



Jits iiim{;iiit»i.w.. 
cill the horrors, tlie idupu ^. 
ever wus conscious of, and whicTi he iiieH .. 
Hnt time. Iniptitic-iit of suffering any 1^ 
li'a })('(! out of bed, and went to the door of 
when* tlie outward air pcrtectly awakened 
nistoreil hissiri'n;xth and «'()uray:o. All was i 
at a distiuice lie saw t«ev»'ral briuht iin^s. It 
near four in the moriiin'^ ol" the 'Z'>{\\. He < 
Jiis conjp:nii(His, jis lie was di'sirons, it" po 
join the king that day. Tiiey accord inirly w 
or fotir miles from Di*rdera when the sun ro; 
had been little rai.i that iii^hr, and they fo- 
few torrents on their \\i\y ; hat it was slip 
uneasy walking, the rich ^oil bdnir trod( 
consisti'nce like paste. About seven o'cloe' 
tered upon the broad plain <d' ^laltsha, an( 
leavhig the lake. Here tlie country is, 
great part of it, i)i tiilM<re; and had been, 
ance, covered with plentii'ul crops; but 
tlown bv the arniv for the horses, or trc 
foot, from carelessness or vuiireance, so 
blade could scarcely be seen. A litllc 
they heard a gun lired, that unve them 
"rniv seemed not to l)e i'ar olf ; a 
...•oral dronuinir shot 
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Iqf. the noise and daily adyancing of the army, and 
gndaally driTea before them. The country was all 
OYeigrown with wild oats, a great many of the Til- 
lages having been bomt tlie year before, the inhabi- 
tants had abandoned them ; in this shelter the wild 
heists had taken up their abodes in great numbers, 
'yf^lienthe army pointed towards Karcagpa to the left, 
Hie silence and solitude on the oj^iosite sid^ made 
them turn to the right, to where the NUe makes a 
semicircle, the Jemma being behind them, and much 
overflowed. When the army, therefore, instead of 
msrching south and by east towards Samseen, had 
directed their course north-west, they had fallen in 
^th these innumerable herds of deer and other beasts, 
wlu>, confined between the Nile, the Jemma, and the 
lake, had no way to return but that by which 
they had come. These animals, finding men in every 
direction in which they attempted to pass, became 
despejrate with fear, and, not knowing what course 
to take, fell a prey to the troops. The soldiers, happy 
in an occasion of procuring animal food, presently 
fell to tiring wherever tlie beasts appeared ; every 
loaded ^un was dlschai^ed upon them, and this con- 
tinued tor very near anliour. 

The king and Ras Michael were in the most violent 
agitation of mind :' though the cause was before their 
eyes, yet the word went about that Woodage Asahel 
had attacked the army ; and this occasioned a great 
panic and disorder, for every body was convinced 
with reason that he was not far off. The firing, how- 
ever, continued ; the balls fiew about in every direc- 
tion, some few were killed, and many people and 
horses were hurt; still they fired, and Ras Michael, 
at the door of his tent, crying, threatening, and tear- 
ing his grey locks, found, for a few minutes, the army 
was not under his command. At this instant Kas- 
roati Netcho, whose Fit-Auraris had fallen back on 
bis front, ordered his kettle-drums to be beat before 
he arrived in the king's presence ; and this being 
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heard, witbont being generally known who tiMnrfMOii 
occasioned another panic. The king ordend-lMi'tiill 
to be pitched, his standard to be set up. iili 4tmm 
to beat, (the signal for encamping.) ana fte JM^f 
immediately ceased. Bat it was a long wliite telbfi 
all the aibiy could believe that Woodage ^■■liiJlMi 
not been engaged with some part of it that 4Miifi 
This man was the most active and eaterpMafjifi^ 
tizan of his time, and had an invincible hatnsi tD^ltii 
Michael; nor was there any love lost betwwm ttMMb' 
It is impossible to conceive with what veloel^'lte 
moved, sometimes with 200 horse, sometinet WMfc 
only half that number. He was constantly lidilB||p 
upon some part of MichaeFs army, whether maeniiSmg 
or encamped: and the blow once struck, he AlKiy- 
peared in a minute* When he was about to a t t iai M i t 
something of importance he had only to summiMi'Iuf' 
friends and acquaintance in the country, and he liid 
then a little army, which dispersed when the business 
was accomplished. He was too tali for a good horse* 
man, but had become very expert by constant practice. 
His face was yellow, as if he had the jaundice, and 
much pitted with the small-pox; his eyes small, 
staring, and liery ; his nose as it were broken ; his 
mouth large ; his chin long and turned up at the end ; 
he spoke very fast, and had a shy ill-designing kwk. 
In his character he was avaricious, treacherous, and 
cruel to a proverb ; in short, he was allowed to be 
the most merciless robber aud murderer the i^e luul 
produced in all Abyssinia. 

Mr. Bruce haviii;^ left Kasroati Netcho, was mak- 
ing his way towards the king's tent wiien he was 
met i)y a contidential servant of Kefla Yasous, who 
had tiiat day commanded the rear iu the retreat: a 
brave experienced Oiiicer, but mild, humane, intelli- 
gent, and affable. He sent to desire tiiat Mr. Bruce 
would come to him alone, or send one of his Qreek 
attendants. Having answered the inquiries which 
this man was dirircted to make, our traveller went in 
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qnett of bis attendants Strates and Sebastos who had 
been sick on the road. He soon came np with them ; 
and to his no small surprise, found them both extended 
on the ground. Strates was bleeding from a large 
wound in his forehead, crying out that hi« leg was 
broken, whilst he pressed it with both his hands below 
the knee, seemingly regardless of the gash in his head. 
Sebastos said scarcely any thing, but sighed aloud. 
When Mr. Bruce inquired whether his arm was 
broken, he feebly answered that he was a dying man, 
and that his legs, his arms, and his ribs, were all 
broken to pieces. Mr. Bruce could not possibly con- 
cei?e how this calamity had happened so suddenly ; 
and what seemed still more strange, all around them 
were bursting out into loud fits of laughter. At 
lensth he learned that all this mischief was occasioned 
by Prince George who had frightened the mules. 

This prince was fond of horsemanship, and rode 
with saddle, bridle, and stirrups, like the Arabs. 
The manner in which two of those people salute 
when they meet is this : the person inferior in rank 
or age presents his gun, charged with powdei only, 
at the other, at the distance of 500 yards ; he then, 
keeping his gun presented, gallops up as fast as he 
can, and on coming close, lowers the muzzle and 
pours the explosion just under the other's stirrups or 
horse's belly. This they do sometimes twenty at 
once, so that you would think some of them at least 
pould not possibly escajie being bruised or burned. 
This exercise the prince had learned of Mr. Bruce, 
and was very expert hi the performance of it. He 
had been out with his gun after the deer all the 
morning;; and, hearing that our traveller had arrived, 
but seeing nobody but the two Greeks approaching 
on their mules, he cam'i galloping furiously with his 
^un presented, and fired upon the ground under that 
which Strates rode; then wheeling as quick as !ij;ht- 
nhig to the left, he was out ot siglil in a moment. 
Never was compliment worse timed or relished. 
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Strates liad two panniers upon his mnle, oont^likiiitf 
two great earthen jars of hydromel. SebwtOft bad 
also some jars and pots, and tliree or four dosea of 
drinking-giasses; and both of them rode between the 
panniers upon the pack- saddles. Strates went flnt ; 
and, to save trouble, the halter of the other innle was 
tied to his saddle, so that both the animele were 
fastened together. Strates's mule, on the flrlnff of the 
pin so near it, being unaccustomed to compUinenti 
of this kind, started and threw him ; it then trampled 
upon him, began to run off, and wound the halter 
round Sebastos, who likewise fell to the ground among 
some stones. Both the mules then began kicking at 
euch other, till they had thrown off the panniers and 
pack-saddles-, and broken every thing brittle in them. 
The mischief did not end here ; for in struggling to 

fet loose, they fell foul of the mule of old Azage Tecla 
laiinanout, one of the king's criminal judges, a very 
feeble old man, and broke his foot, so that he could 
not walk alone for several months. 

As soon as Mr. Bruce had dres!»c<l the wounded, 
he repaired to Kefla Yasous, and after some conver- 
sation, inquired whither the army was marchii^? 
He said, that as soon as the news of the conspiracy 
was known, a council was held, where it was the 
freneral opinion they sliould proceed briskly forward^ 
aud attack Fasil alone at Bure, then turn to Qondar 
to meet the other two ; but learning upon the very 
best authority that jireat rain had fallen to the south- 
ward ; that tiie rivers, wliich were so frequent in that 
part of the country, were mostly impassable, so that 
there would be jrreat danjier in meeting Fasil with 
an army spent and fatigued witli the difiiculty of the 
roads, it wa-*, therefore, determined, and the Ras was 
decidedly of opinion, that they should keep their 
army entire for a better day, and immediately cross 
the Nile, and march back to Gondar ; that they had 
accordingly wheeled about, and that day was the 
nrst of their procecOliu'^, vj\\\d\ had been interrupted 
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le accident of the firing. Mr. Bruce dined with 

1 Yasons. He then went to his own tent, where 

land all that belonged to him had arrived safe ; 

having now procniid clothes, he waited apon the 

;, and staid a considerable time with him. > 

ttk the 26th of May, early in the morning, the | 

ly marched towards the Nile. In the aftemo<m 7 

y encamped on the banks of the river Coga, the * 

arch Abbo being something more than half a mile f 

the north-west of them. 

Kext morning they left this river, marching down \ 

son the Nile ; they passed the church of Mariam- , 

et, as they call the church of St. Anne. Here the 

jperior, attended bv about fifty of his monks, came ' 

1 proc^sion to welcome Ras Michael; but he, it J^ 

eems, had received some intelligence of ill-offices ^ 

vlilch the people of this quarter had done to the 

Agows, by Fa»ii's direction ; he therefore onlered tlie 

church to* be plundered, and took the superior, and two 

of tlie leading men of the monks, away with him to 

Oondar; several of the others were killed and wounded 

without provocation, by the soldiers, and the rest 

dispersed throu<rh the country. They arrived about 

four on the banks of the Nile, and took possession in 

a lin^ of about 600 yards of ground. 

From the time the army decamped from Coga, it 
poured incessantly the most continued rain Mr. 
Bruce ever had yet seen ; violent claps of thunder 
followed close one upon another, uhuost without in- 
terval, accompanied with sheets of lightning, which 
ran on the ground like water : the day was more than 
roininonly dark, as in an eclipse ; and every hollow, 
or foot-path, collected a quantity of rain, which fell 
into the Nile in torrents. 

The Abyssinian armies pass the Nile at all seasons. 
It rolls with it no trees, stones, or imped ients ; yet 
the si'^ht of such a monstrous mass of water terrl^ed 
Mr. Bruce, and made him think the Idea of crossin*^ 
would be laid aside. A cold and brisk gale now sprung 




upatN.W.WithaBlenrsna; and Monafwr fiwr, whan 
ttia army arrived an tbe biinks af tbe KUe, these 
temporary Urrents were all snlMided, the sun was 

NetL-tio, Bis Michael's Fil-.Vu runs, wilhabontioO 
men, had pasMd ia Uie iDumiug, uid uken hb sta- 
tion above Ihsni la little huts like bee-lilves. He had 
lent bscli nord to tlie king, that liis men bad pissed 
tnlmniing, DJid with very great dtfflcuJiy ; that ha 
doabted whetbar the horaes or loaded mules, conld 
crou at any rata : but,if it was resolved to make the 
trial, they should do It Im mediately, witboat aCaylng 
till llie Inorearte of the river. He said both baolu 
'fiere compiued of block eurch, slippery and miry, 

itj be advlstd above all, [be turatoj to the right 
Immediately after coming ashore, ui thu direction 
in which he bad fixed poles, as the earth was hard 
ondhriD, beeides havUigtlie advantage of some round 
stoiiea which hindered the beasts from slipping or 
sinking, lasteud, therefore, of restiiii; there that 
□iglit, it was rewlved that the horse should orosa im- 
niediately. The hrat who passed was a yoonE mom, 
a relation of the king, btutlier to Ayamico, killed at 
thebattleofBanJa; he talked in with "reaCcautlon, 
marking a track for the kiTjg to pass. He had gone 
upon mther solid ground, atiout twice the lengw of 
bis horse, tvhen lie plunged out of his depth, and 
swam to the other side, 'fbe king followed liim im- 
uedititcly with u great degree of liaste, Ras Mkliiel 
calling to hi m to proceed with caution, but without 
success. Afterwards came the old Has, on lis mule, 
with several of his rrianda snimming both with and 
without their horses on eaeh side of him, in a inan- 
iier truly wonderful. Aa soon as tlie^e uere safely 
Hfbtice, tbe kind's houseliohl, »n<i black Inwps, and 
Mr. Bruce with tliem, advanced cautiously into ihe 
river, and swam happily over, in a dc<p stream uf 
reddjsii -coloured water, wli'itliiaQ without violence 
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^ afanoft upon a lereL Each faorMman had a male in 
hb bandi which swam after hinii or by his side, with 
hii coat of mail and headpiece tied upoo it. It is 
impmtible to describe the confusion tliat followed : 
^flight was hard upon them, and though it increased 
'Hmt loss, it in a great measure conceued it ; a thou- 
Mod men had not yet passed, though on mules and 
honM ; many, mired in the muddy landinff»place, fell 
hack into tlie stream, and were carried awav and 
drowned. Of the horse belonging to the king's 
hoiueliold, one hundred and eighty in number, seven 
oolv were ndssing; with tliem Ay to Aylo, vice cham- 
btfuin to the queen, and Tecla Mariam, the king's 

" ancle, a great friend of Ras Michael's, both old men. 
The ground on the west side was quite of another 
consistence than was that upon the east, it was firm, 
covered with short grass, and rose in small hills like 
the Downs in England, all sloping into little valleys 
which carried off the water, the declivity being always 
towards the Nile. There was no baggage, the tent 
of the Ras and that of the king excepted, which had 
as yet come over, and these were wet, being drenched 
in tlie river. The Fit-Auraris had left, ready made, 
two rafts, for Ozoro Esther, and the other two ladles, 
with which she might have easily bein^r conducted 
over, and without much danger; hut the Ras had 
made her pass over in the same manner he had crossed 
liimself, man^ swimming on each side of her mule. 
She would fain have staid on the east side, but it was 
in vain to remonstrate. She was pregnant, and had 
fainted several times ; yet nothing could prevail with 
the Ras to trust her on the other bank till morn- 
ing. She crossed, however, safely, thougli almost 
d^ul with fright. The night was cold and clear, and 
a strong wind at north-west had blown all the after- 
noon. The river had abated towards midnight, when, 
whether from this cause, or, as they alleged, that 
they found a more favourable ford, all Uie Ti^re 
infantry, and many mules lightly loaded, passed with 
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snare had been laid by Fasil for the royal army ; and 
encoura^^ing the priests by assurances of reward in- 
stead of punishment, he inquired if they knew for 
certain of any better ford below. They replied that 
they knew of no ford but the common one of Delakas, 
about eight miles below ; that, it was true, it was not 
ffood and deeper than usual, as the rainy season had 
be^m early, but so perfectly fordable that it might 
safely be passed over even with loaded mules. They 
advised hira, as the night was dry, and the rain gene- 
rally fell in the day, to lose no time, but to collect his 
troops, weary as they were, as speedily as possible, 
and to send the heavy baggage before ; that there 
was no river or torrent in their way but Amlac Ohha, 
which at that time of night was at the lowest, and 
which they might then pass at their leisure, while he 
covered them behind ; that in this case they miirht all 
be safely over the ford by the time the sun became hot 
in the morning, about which hour they had no doubt 
he would otherwise be attacked by Welleta Yasous. 
Though all these circumstances had the strongest 
air of probability, yet the cautious general would not 
venture upon a step of so much consequence as the 
separation of the rear of the army from tlie king, 
without farther inquiry. He had then in his camp 
two of the guides who had brought the army to this 
ford, and a servant of Nanna Georgis, who had ar- 
rived some days before with information. The two 
former, who pretended to be Agows, consequently 
friends of the king, he called into his presence, and 
ordered them to be put in irons ; and then sent for 
the latter, who immediately knew one of them to he 
his countryman, but declared that the other was a 
Galla, both servants of Fasil, and residing at Maitsha. 
Kefla Yasous immediately commanded the execu- 
tioner of the camp to attend ; and having exhorted 
them to declare the truth, for fear of what would 
speedily follow, and no satisfactory answer being 
given, he directed the eyes of the Galla to be ^lacko^i 
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tbe way before him, did, ae hie laet act, perhaps not 
strictly consisteot with jnstiee, hang the poor unfor- 
tunate informer, the Ajrow, upon one of the trees at 
the ibrd, that WeUeta Yasous, wiien he passed in the 
morning, might see how certainly his secret was dis- 
eoverec^ and that conseqaently he was on his guard. 

Kefla Yasous, wlio behaTed in tliis business with 
ccmsummate prudence, crossed Amlac Ohlia,with some 
degree of difficultv, on the 28th, and was obliged 
to abandon several baggage-mules. He advanced 
after this with as great diligence as possible to Dela- 
kus, and found the ford, though deep, much better 
than he expected. He had pitched Iiis tent on the high 
road to Oondar, before WeUeta Yasous knew that nc 
liad decajnped, and at this passage he immediately 
advised Michael refreshing his troops for any emer- 
gency. About two In the afternoon Welleta Yasous 
appeared with his horse on the other side of the Nile, 
but it was tlien too late. Kefla Yasous was so strongly 
posted, and the banks of the river so guarded with 
tire-arms, down to the water-edge, that Fasil and all 
tiis army would not have dared to attempt the passage, 
or even approach the banks of the river. 

As soon as Ras Michael received the intelligence, 
he dispatched the Fit-Auraris, Netcho, to take post 
upon the ford of the Kelti, a large river, but rather 
broad tlian deep, about three miles off. He himself 
followed early in the morning, and passed the Kelti 
just at sun-rise, without halting ', he then advanced 
to meet Kefla Yasous, as the array began to want 
provisions, the little flour that had been brought over, 
or which the soldiers had taken with them, being 
nearly exhausted during that night and the morning 
after. It was found, too, that tJie men had but little 
powder, none of them having recruited their quan- 
tity since the hunting of the deer ; but wliat they 
Jiad was in perfect good order, being in horns and 
small wooden bottles, corked in such a manner as to 
be secured from water of any kind. Kefla V^^<5l^sii.^ 
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report It to [.i- ..uj^ , .mJ, i.j:Lji:ilialBty after lliis, 
lie urdered ihu iiru-gcuoo to f-n full gallop along the 
east side of the hill, Ihc low mad to Wutniidegti, la 
warn KcBu Yuiout of Fuiil's hiding near at hand ; be 
likeirlse directed the Fit-Anraria tn advance cautioas- 
lytillhe bad Been Faail, and to purBoa no party that 

Fast) soon appeared at the top of the bill with 
about 3000 liorte. It was a line sight, bat eren- 
ing was beginning to be overcast. After having 
tiiken a lull view of the anny.they ull began to move 
slowly down tlie bill, beating their kettle-drums. 
F]idil sent down a part; to skirmish with tlie cavalry 
thitt were advuuced Ireyond the front of the royal 
army, and liHbiniselflialted alter li^vintjinade a few 
pneei down the hill. The two bodies of horse met 
just hair-way at two trees, and minirled together, 
fls appeai'ed at least, with very decisive uilention 
but ivActJior it WHS by ordurd or from lear, (for tb 
Here uot overmatched "mnftvft\>eii,\ tlie Abyssl' 
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hone tarned their backs and came precipitately 
down, BO that it was feared they would break in upon 
the foot. Several shots were fired at them from the 
centre by order of the Ras, who cried aloud in deri- 
sion, '' Tkke away these horses and send them to the 
mill." They divided, however, to the right and left, 
into the two grassy valleys under cover of the mus- 
quetry, and a very few of Fasil's horses were carried 
in along with them, and slain by the soldiers on the 
side of the bill. On the king's side no man of note 
was missing but Welleta Mioliael, nephew of Ras 
Michael, who.<e horse falling, he was taken prisoner 
and carried oii'by Fasil. - 

The whole army advanced immediately at a very 
brisk pace, hooting and screaming, as is their cus- 
tom, in a most liarsh and barbarous manner, cryin*]: 
out : Ilatzc Ali ! Michael All ! But Fasil, who sa\v 
the forward countenance of the kh)g's troops, and 
that a few minutes would liiy him under the necessity 
of risking a battle, which he did not intend, with- 
drew his troops at a smart trot over the smooth downs, 
returning towards Boskon Abbo. This is what was 
called the battle of Limjour, from a village burnt by 
Ras Michael lost campaign ; the name ot a battle is 
surely more than it deserves. The Ras, wlio saw 
that iFasil would not fight, easily penetrated his rea- 
sons, and no sooner was he gone, and his own drums 
silent, than he heard a migareet beat, and knew it to 
be that of Kefla Yasons.^ This general encamped 
upon the river Avoley, leaving his tents and baggage 
under a proper guard, and had marched with the bf st 
and freshest of his troops to join Michael belbre tJie 
engagement. All was joy at meeting; every rank 
of men joined in extolling the merit and conduct of 
their leaders. 

The army marched n( xt duy to Dingleber, a high 
hill, or rock, ap-n'oaching so close to the lake as 
scarcely to leave a passage between. Upon the top 
of tills rock is the king's house. As ttie>{ ^j.^^vs-^^J^ 
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whole force, wbenerer the kinff ordered him. The 
tiietsengers coticI»ded with desiring the Ras to give 
Fasil his grand-daugbtery Welleta Selasse, in mar- 
riage, and tliat he would then come to Qondar with- 
out distrust. 

The Bas, though he did not believe all this, made 
no difficulty in agreeing to ewerr thing that was de- 
sired. He promised the grand-daugliter ; and, as 
an earrest of his believing the rest, the king's two 
nagareets were brought to the door of tlie tent, where 
it was proclaimed, ** Fasil is governor of the Agow 
Maitsha, Oojam, and Damot ; prosperity to him, and 
long may he live a foitbful servant to the king our 
roaster!" — ^This was an extraordinury revolution in h) 
small a space of time. FasiPs messengers were mag- 
nificently clotiied, and it was first intended tlicy 
should iiave gone back to liim ; but, after reflection, 
another person was sent, these two cbusing to go to 
Gondar with the king, to remain hostages for Fasirs 
word, and to bring back his investiture from tlience 
to Bure. The whole camp abandoned itself to joy. 

The dd of June the army encamped on the river 
Kahha, under Gondar. Several of the great officers 
of state reached them at tlie Kemona ; many others 
met them at Abba Samuel. Mr. Bruce did not per- 
ceive the news they brouulit increased the spirits 
either of the King or the Ras ; the soldiers, however, 
were all contented, because tliey were at home ; but 
tlie officers, who saw farther, wore very different coun- 
tenances, especially those that were of Amhara. In- 
deed our traveller had very little reason to be pleased 
for after iiaving undergone a constant series of fa- 
tisjues, dangers, and expenses, he was returned to 
Gondar disappointed of his views in arriving at the 
source of the Nile, without &ns other acquibition than 
a violent ague. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Retreat of the King ftnd hb army to Tlgre— Socbiloi, m L 
king, proclaimed at Oondar^— The body of Jou, the lata 
kinflr» found — Second Journey to discover tbe Sonree Of 
tbe Nile— Mr. Bruce't interviews with Fasll~-Oata(«et tf 
AsKar— First Cataract of the Nile near Qoutto— Hoaataim 
of the Moon — R^iguery of Woldn, the guide — Soaroaa'of 
the Nile— Description of them — Geesb — Course of th» IW^ 
— Cau>e of, its inundation — ^Transactions at deesh — Tbt 
Priest of the Nile — Account of the Agows ; tlieir mumeri^ 
trade, character — Return to Gondar. 

The kin^ had heard that Gushoand Powiusea with 
their partizans were ready to fall upon him in Gondar, 
UH soon as the rains should have swelled the Tecazze, 
80 that the army could not retire into Tigre, and no 
doubt was entertained that the proclamation in favour 
of Fusil would hasten the motion of the rebels. As 
Mr. Bruce had never despaired of reaching the foun- 
tiiins of the Nile, so he never neglected to improve 
such means as held out the least probability of ai*.com- 
) dishing that puri)ose. He had been very attentive 
and serviceable to Fcisil's servants while in the camp. 
They had on the other hand been very importunate 
with Mr. Bruce to prescribe something for what he 
understood to be a cancer in the lip, with which 
WclU'tu Yasoua, Fasil's principal general, was af- 
flicted, lie complied wiih their desire ; and, overjoyed 
at having succeeded so well in their commission j they 
declared bofore the king, tliat Fasil would be more 
phrased at receiving a medichie tliat would restore 
\Velleta Yasous to liealth than with the magnificent 
appointments wiiich his goodness had bestowed upon 
iiiui. •* If so," siiid our traveller, addressing the 
kiriLT, " in this day of grace I will ask two favours. 
They are these : — You shjU give nie, and oblige Fasil 
to ratify the grant, the viJiage of Geesh, and the 
sources where" the Nile rises, that 1 may thence be 
furnished with money for njyself and servants ; it 
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shall stand me instead of Tangouri near Emfras, 
though not of equal Talae. The second is that when 
I shall see that it is in his power to carry ine to 
Geesh, and shew me those sources, Fasil shall do it 
upon my request witliout fee or reward, and without 
excuse or evasion." All present laughed at the easi- 
ness of the reqoest, declaring that it wns nothing, 
and wishing to do ten times as much. <' Tell Fasil/' 
said the king to the servants of that chief, ** I give 
the lillage of Geesh, and those fountains he is so fond 
of, to Yagoube and his posterity for ever ; never to 
appear under any other name in the deftar, and never 
to be taken from liini or exchanged, either in peace 
or war. Swear this to him in the name of your mas- 
ter." Upon this they took the two fore-fingers of Mr. 
Bruce's right hand, and each in succession laid the fore- 
fingers of his own right hand across them, and llicn 
kissed them— a form of swearing used in the country, 
at least among those who call themselves Christians. 
As the royal secretary and historian was then present, 
the kintc ordered liitn to enter the gift in the deftar or 
le venue book, wliere the taxes and revenue of tlie 
king's lands are registered. 

Michael and his officers were meanwhile concerting 
future operations. They could not trust Fasil, wijo 
besides could render them no service in this cnier- 
tr^ncy, as the rains iiad set in, and he was gone home. 
The western part of the kingdom was ready to rise 
U()on them : VVogjiora to the north was all in j.nr s, 
impatient to revenge the severities inflicted by Mi- 
chael on his first march to Gondar. Tiie Tecazze, 
one of the largest and most raj-id rivers of Abyssinia, 
separates Tigre from Wogtfora, and washes the foot 
of the lofty mountains of Samen. Though not the 
first to overflow, yet when swelled to its height it is 
impassable by horse or foot, rolling down prodigions 
stones and trees with its current. Djuij^erous as this 
passage wus, tliero seemed to be no chance of safety 
but in attempting it. MiclLB^l therefore^ and evec^ 
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tliat I have made, much more certain than prophecies 
and divinations by stars. The first (ampaign of 
your reign at Fagitta, when you were relymg upon 
the dispositions that the Ras had most ably and skil- 
fully made, a drunkard, with a single shot, defeated 
a numerous army of your enemies. Powussen and 
Onsho were your friends, as you tliought, when you 
marched out last, yet they had, at that very instant, 
made a league to destroy you at Derdera : and nothing 
but a miracle could have saved you, shut up between 
two lakes and three armies. It was neither you nor 
Michael that disordered their councils, and made them 
fail in what they had concerted. You were for bum- 
in(7 Samseen, whilst Woodage Asahel was there in 
ambush with a large force, with a knowledge of all 
the fords, and master of all the inhabitants of the 
country. Remember how you passed those rivers, 
holding hand in hand, and drawing one another over. 
Could you have done tliis with an enemy behind 3'ou, 
and such an enemy as Woodage Asahel ? He would 
have followed and harassed you till you took the ford 
at Goutto, and there was Welleta Yasous waiting to 
oppose you with 6000 men on the opposite bunk. 
When Kas Michael marched by Mariam Net, he 
found the priests at their homes. Was that the case 
in any of the other churches we passed ? No ; all 
were fled for fear of Michael ; yet these were more 
guilty than any by tlieir connections with Fasil ; 
notwithstanding which they alone, of all others, staid, 
though they knew not why ; an invisible hand held 
them that they might operate to your preservation. 
Nothing could have saved the army but the desperate 
passage of the Nile, so tremendous that it will exceed 
the belief of man. Yet if the priests had crossed be- 
fore this, not a man would nave proceeded to the 
ford. The priests would have been Ras Micliucrs 
prisoners ; and, on the other side, they never would 
nave spoken a word whilst in tlie presence of Mi- 
chael. Providence, therefore, kept them with Iveftj. 
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£ire or after Ilie pnansii t Kp.flu Va^oiii would harp, 
heen cat off Imfbre lUa Miciiael liail pa»eil tlie 
Kelti; instnidof vhiirli an unknown enUKe detitined 
hini.ni(»t infatnrtlcd-like, beating bis IcetrFe-dnnn 
linhbtd Bonkmi Abbn, ivliile our Hrmy ilnd»tboSaiE 
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Burka of tlip favour of an onTTiilinK Providence, I 
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The klnj was vcrymuc)! raoted.and. a? Mr. Bmcn 
conceived, perauiided. He said, "O yagoabe, go 
but with me to Ti|^, and I will do fur yon what- 
ever you deaire me." — "You do, Bir," said Mr. 
Bruce, '■ whatever I desire yon, and more. I have 
told you my reasons why that cannot lie ; let me May 
here a few montlu, and wait your return." The hhig 
then advised hint (o live entirely at Koacnm with the 
Iteghe, wliliuut 9;oin^ out, unU«; Piisll cniue to 
Gondar, and to sciid punetiLilly ward how he woa 
— ■-' "-111 tills lliev parted with inesprcsallile r«- 
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ftlways pretended, that, before hi* undertook an expe- 
ditlon« a person, or spirit, appeared to him. who told 
mm toe lasue and consequence of the measures he 
was then taking: this he imagined to be St. Michael 
the archangel ; and he presumed very much upon this 
intercourse. In a council that night, where none but 
friends were present, he told them, tliat his spirit hnd 
appeared some nights before, and ordered him, in his 
retreat, to surprise the mountain of Wechne, and 
eltlier slay or carry with him to Tigre the princes 
a^uestered there. Nebrit Tecla, governor of Axum, 
with his two sons, all concerned in the late king's 
murder, were, it is said, strong advisers of tliis mea- 
sure ; but Ris Michael, probably satiated with royal 
blood already, Kefla Yasous, and all the worthy men 
of any consequence, acting on principle, absolutely 
refund to consent to it. It was upon tliis the passage 
Belessen was substituted insteaa of the attempt on 
Wcchne, and it was determined to conceal it. The 
other piece of advice, which, as the Ras said, this 
angel or rather devil gave him, was, that they should 
set Htq to the town of Gondar, and burn it to the 
ground ; otherwise his good fortune would leave him 
tiicre for ever. For this step there were a great num- 
ber of advocates, and Michael seemed inclined to it 
himtjelf ; but the king, when it was reported to him, 
put a direct negative upon it, declaring that he would 
rather stay in Goudar, and fall by the hands of his 
enemies, than either conquer or escape from them by 
the commission of so enormous a crime. 

On Has Michael's arrival in Tigre he found a re- 
bellion prevailing in two different districts of that 
province. At the head of one of these parties of insur- 
gents was Netcho, who had married Michaers daugh- 
ter, and was now joiued by Zamcnfus Kedus, a man 
of great property m that and the adjacent country. 
Tliey had taken possession of the mountain of Aro- 
roaiu or Haramat, an ancient stronghold of Netelio's 
UHier, of which Michael had made himself mastcL\ 



10 the lUi, wlw 
lel left the city, 



luul done, but not witJi that aertrity iTbicU might hare 
buuD exiwclul from lib atuchment to Che litter. 

Ill the begioning of Ausciut the queen n^toGsn> 
dur, uiU rnto pruiait al the deUberaiioiisof tiie priib- 
elpil offlcan who Lui bwn left Uii're on Ihe wl^l 
ul uliiuim; a iiew kiii^. On her return the MIM 

council, lUiil tlxsil upon IVaUeia 'lirgis, a young 
niiiii, who had beun ruputed llie aun ul' Yiiwua, a 
former loonarah of Abyssinia, but whose low life and 
luuiiiiiin hud ctL-ured hii sil«ly and liberty by tlia 
contempt wtiich they Jtod raised in Riu Michael, fiv 
uiduuiul Ihe name of Sodium! i aod, repairioK toKot- 
cain, thren liinuelfat the feel of tlie Itegtje, begging 
lier to xetura to Uoodar, where she abaulii sljil Iw 
uoasidBred oa the rs|;ent or tlie kin^jdom. 

Soon after tbia e»ent, accident led to the disEOsery 
of tlie aMussin ut kinu Joae, the predec«8iar of Tec a 

tion of RdB Michael. A summary punuhment wa« 
Inilicled on tlie uuljirit, and llie body of ids victim 
vaa raised from the grace, or ritbcr hole in the 
churoh-yard of St. Hapboel, into which it had been 
thrown with the clotlifls on. It was laid In the church 
upon a little straw; the feature! were easily distiii- 
guidliahie, but some luiimal had eaten part of the 
cheek. Ilere it remained for gome time iodeceutly 
exposed, till Mr. Briic^ ventured to cover it in a be- 

finiiiM b; " 
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sag^e to the queen, which, though laconic, was very 
easily understood : " Bury your boy, now you have 
got him ; or when I come I will bury him, and some 
of bis relations with him." This menace had the 
desired effect, and Joas was privately interred. 

Though the queen shewed great dislike to Mr. 
Bruce'd attempting his intended journey at such a 
time, yet she did not positively command the contrary. 
He was prepared, therefore, to leave Gondar the 27th 
of October, 1770, and thought to get a few miles cleer 
of the town, and then make a long stretch the next 
day. He had received his quadrant, time-keeper; 
and telescopes from the island of Micraha, where he 
hud placed them after the affair of Guebra Mehedhi, 
and had now put them in the very best order. But, 
about twelve o'clock, he was told a message from Rhs 
Michael had arrived with great news u'om l^re. 
He went immediately to Koscam as fast as he could 
gallop, and found there Guebra Christos, a man who 
brouglit the jars of bouza to Has Michuel at his dinner 
and supper : low men are always employed on such 
errands, that they may not, from their oonsequunce, 
excite a desire of veiikeance. Tiie message tnat he 
brought was to order oread and beer to be ready for 
dO,0()0 men who were coming witli the king, as he 
had just decamped from before the mountaui Hara- 
mat, which he had taken, and put Za Mensus to the 
sword, with every man tiiat was in it; this message 
struck the queen with such a terror, tliat she was 
not visible the whole day. 

Mr. Bruce had endeavoured to engage his old com- 
panion Strateb to accompany him ou this attempt, as 
he had done on the former ; but the recollection of 
past dangers and sufferings was not yet banished from 
his mind : and upon his asking him to go and see the 
head of this famous river, he coarsely, according to 
his style, answered, ** Might the deVil fetch him if 
eviT he sought either his head or his tail again." 

On the 28th of October, our traveller and his at- 



i» 



I 



boiuiun. iney weni lo ine leic wiui ineiri^aipc 
got 8 tolerable bouse, but the door had bMn oi 
away. Fasil's tent was pitched a little below 1 
larger than the others, but without further du 
tiou : it was easily known, however, by the 1 
about it, aiid by the najiareet, which still dont 
b.idthijx : he was just alightin-^ from his horse, 
iiruce immediately sent Ayto Aylo's servant, v 
he had witJi him, to present his eomplimeuts. 
acquaint him of his b-.in;^ ou the road to visit 
He now thon^^lit that all his difficulties were < 
for he knew it was in his power to forward him 
journey's end ; and his servants, whom he saw t 
palace near the king, when Fasil was invested 
iiis pommand, had assured Mr. Bruce not only 
elfectual protection, but also of a niagniUcent r 
tion, if he chanced to lind him in Muithha. 

It was now, however, netir eight at night o 
30th, before Mr. Bruce received a message to a 
him. He repaired immediately to his tent ; and, 
announcing himseif, waited aboutaquarier of an 
beibre he was admitted. Fasil was sitting uj 
cushion with a lion's skin upon it, and an 
stretched like a carpet before his feet, and had s 
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mack of a piece with the rest of his behaviour 
afterwards. 

There was no carpet or cushion in the tent, and 
only a little straw, as if accidentally thrown thinly 
about it« Mr. Bruce sat down upon the ground, 
thinking him sick, not knowing what all this nieiint ; 
he looked steadfastly at our traveller, say in;? softly, 
Endett nawi? bogo nawi? which, in Amharic, is, 
How do you do? Ace you very well? Mr. Bruce 
made tlie usual answer, "Well, thank Qod." He 
attain stopt, as for our traveller to speak ; there wus 
tmly one old man present, who was sitting on tlie floor 
mending a mulcts bridle. He took him at first for 
an attendant; but, observing that n servant uncovered 
held a candle to him, he thought he was one of his 
Galla : but then he saw a blue silk thread, which he 
had about his neck, which is a badge of Christianity 
all over Abyssinia, and which a Galla would not wear. 
What he was, Mir. Bruce could not make out ; lie 
seemed, however, to be a very bad cobler, and took 
no notice of them. 

Ayto Aylo's servant, who stood behind Mr. Bruce, 
pushed him with his knee, as a sign that he should 
speak, which he accordingly be<2:an to do with some 
difficulty. " I am come," said he, " by your invi- 
tation and the king's leave, to pay my respects to you 
iu your own government, begging that you would 
favour my curiosity so far as to suffer roc to see the 
country of the Ajjows, and the source of the Abay, 
or Nile, part of which I have seen in Efjypt." " The 
source of the Abay ?" exclaimed he, with a pretended 
surprise, " do you know what you are saying ? Wliy, 
it is, God knows where, in the country of the Galfa, 
u wild, terriblo people. The source of the Abay ! Are 
you raving I" repeated he again. ** Are you to get 
there, do you think in a twelvemonth, or more, or 
when?" **Sir," said Mr. Bruce, «' the king told 
nie it was near Sacala, and still nearer Geesh : both 
\illages of the Agows, and both in your government." 
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*' And 10 ywL know 8«etla and GeaahF 
whistling, and half ammr. ^^ I can raacttfe tlMi 
that I hear," replied Mr. Bniee^ ^all A^ 

knows the head of the Nik."— ^ Aye/* hMJm^ 
tating Mr. Bnice'l Yokse and inaiiiiar» ^ b«t aU Abv»>i 
siiiia won't carry yon there, that I proMlw yoa.* *^ If 
you are resolTed to the eootraiy." aanvwad Mr. 
Bruce, ** tliey will not; I wish you kad toU fhnkiM 
so in time, then I shonld not faiave attempted it : tt 
was relying on yon alone I came to fiu*, nwilManf, If 
all the rest uf Abyssinia could not protect wm thorai 
tliat your word singly could do it." 

Fasil now put on a look nK more oomplaeflMT. 
" Look you, Ya^roube,'* said he, ^ it is tme I can ao 
it ; and for the king's sake, who recommcanded it to 
me, I would do it ; but Abba Salama has sent to 
me to dedire me not to let you pass further. Heaaya 
it is against the law of the land to permit Franks like 
you to go about the country, and that he has dreamed 
homething ill will befal roe if you go into Maitaha." 
Mr. firuce was as much irritated as he thought it pos- 
sible for him to be. *< So so," said our traveller. *^the 
time of priests, prophets, and dreamers, is coming on 
ugain." ** I understand you," rejoined Fasil, laugli- 
in<:j: for the first time, '* I care as little for priesta aa 
Michael does, and for prophets too, but I would hare 
you consider the men of^ this country are not lika 
yours ; a boy of the;»e Oalla Would think nothing of 
killing a man of your countiy. 'You white people 
are all effeminate; you are like so many women; 
you are not fit for going into a province where all is 
war, and inhabited by men, warriors from their 
cradle." 

Mr. Bruce saw he intended to provoke him ; and 
he had succeeded so effectually, tiiat he should have 
(lied, he believes, imprudent as it was, if he had not 
tol«l him his mind in reply. *' Sir," said our traveller, 
" I have passed through many of the most barl>arous 
nutiona iii the world -, all ot' tiicm, excepting this 
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some great men among them 

tless stranger ill. Bat the worst 

al among the most miciTillzed 

me as you have done to day un- 

whither I have come so far for 

ked, << How 1** <' Yon have in the 

Jdr. Bruce, '< publicly called me 

dions name in this country, and 

in me to be stoned to death, with- 

>ny, by any set of men wherever I 

If. By Frank you mean one of the 

to which my nation is as adverse as 

., without having ever seen anj of 

)ut myself, you have discovered from 

lat we are all cowards and effeminate 

inferior to, your boys and women. 

you never heard that I gave myself 

.1 an ordinary man in my own country, 1 1 7 

pattern of what is excellent in it. I . f ' 

though I know enough of war to see 

proticieiits in that trade. But there 

idids and countrymen of mine, who 

L it an action in their lives to vaunt of^ 

len they bad trampled all your naked 

St." 

made a feigned laugh, and seemed i^ 

lis freedom amiss. It was, doubtless, |' 

J rash speech. " As to myself," con- 
ce, ^' unskilled In war as I am, let me , 

a my own country fashion, on horse- 
esterday, and I would, without think- 
matched, fight the two best horsemen 
3 from this your army of famous men, 
rs from their cradle ; and if, when the 
)u are not returned to your duty, and 

as we did at Limjour, I will pledge 
is permission, to put you in mind of 
This did not make tilings better. 
1 the word duty after him, and woalJL 



I 
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]ii>« replied, bat Mr. Bruce'* niMe bant" el(t ifli 
>trcBin at blood ; snd, th&t instant, AjWt te/l^ 
took bold of Hr, Braes by tbeaboolcler ta horn mm 
DQt of the tent. Fasil teaniad Ci> be a good deal IM' 
ceraed, far tbe blood atrciuned copioiulj ; mr tfb- 
veller then ntarned to bis tent, and the blood iraa ] 
toon Btannched bv vaBhini; hb &ce Hith cold water. 
He aat donn, to reaoUcct h1iuB«ir; nnd tbe raore ho ' 
calmeil, tbe more he ttat dinttifSei at belns pn' 
off hit guard; bat it b impoBilble to codcuEve tbc 
jirovocatloQ without Imviog proced h. Mr. Bruce ' 
fell but Ino often how much the lov; of our iiKtive , 
Eoil iTicrcaies by Hhsenu'e from it ; aijd honje^DUS ve 

couotrjinen by people wlio, alt proper allawaneei 
beinff inode^ arc generally not tlieir equals, whenthc^ 
ivould biUBt tbcmeelres ilieir eupcrlora. 

Mr. Bruce went to lied, and fulling Into awnnd 
slefp, wae waked near midnight by two of Fasil'i 
«ervsnte, who bioughL each of them a Isan live sheep. 

to ask how Mr. Bruce wae, and to atav all nijhc to 
watch the house forfear of the thieyea in tbe amty; 
they likewise brought their maater'a order for him to 
come early in the morning to him, ta ho wanted tr 



to accomplish his undertaking, but it raised hiaipirit* 
*o much, that, out of iinpntieuce for mamiDg, healept 
"ei7 Ultle more that Dieht. 

Faail, haiingsent for Mr. Bruce the next morning, 
imitedhim to partake ofa great breakfast; honey 

atewed dishes tliat were very good. He was Tery 

hungry, having tasted nothing since dinner the day 

before ; and he bad had much eierciae of body an 

U^ M of Wind. Mr. Bruce at last thus addressed 

^Mul: "Hoai coaVuuul^att:^, all the times 1 have 



TRAVELS IN ABYSSINIA. 307 

in you, has put it out of mj power till now to make 
(U the acknowledgment it is common for strangera 
' present when they visit great men in their own 
>untry, and ask favours of them." Mr. Bruce then 
jok a napkin, and opened it before him : he seemed 
o have forgotten the present altogether; but from 
,bat moment he saw his countenance changed, he was 
like another man. "O Yagoube," said he, '*a pre- 
sent to me ! you should be sensible that it is perfectly 
needless : you were recommended to me by the kin^ 
and the Has ; you know we are friends, and I would 
do twenty times as much for yourself, without recom- 
mendation from eithfr ; besides, I have not behaved 
to you like a great man" 

It was not a very hard thing to conquer these scru- 
ples ; he took the several pieces of the present one 
by one in his hands, and examined them. He then 
shoved them from him, laughincr, and said, "I will 
not take them from you, Yagoube ; this is downright 
robbery ; I have done nothing for tliis,which is a present 
for a king." — '* It is a present to a friend," replied Mr. 
Bruce, ** often of more consequence to a stranger 
than a king; I always except your king, who is a 
stranger's best friend." — Though he was not easily 
disconcerted, he seemed at this time to be very nearly 
so. *' If you will not receive them," continued Mr. 
Bruce, "such as they are offered, it is the greatest 
affront thut ever was put upon me ; I can never, you 
know, receive them again." 

By this he was cofivinced; and he folded up the 
napkin with all the articles, and he gave them to an 
ofhcer ; afier which the tent was again cleared for 
consultation ; and, during this time he had called his 
man of confidence, whom he was to send with us, 
and uistructed him properly. Mr. Bruce plainly saw 
that he had gained the ascendant ; and that in the 
expectation of Ras Michael's speedily coming to 
(jrondar, Fasil was as willing to be on his journey the 
one way, as he himself was the other. 



It wa» abaut ono o'clock, or sfwr tl, whan Mr. 
ilriicB OBS a^-ain ndmiried to Fatll : lie iceclred biat 
•1th graat cuinpiacoTicj, and won id hava Lad hint lit 
down on theivoe euahionwitli himself, vrhjcti he dfr- 
clliioil. " PriBiid yagaubs," uid he. "I am hemrlly 
■Drry that you diil not lat^t me at Bars bernre I Mt 
outj IliBre I CDUld have recciied you asloaglit; bat 
I bare bean tormeated witb a inu)tttude of barbaroOB 

Uona^r inpeace, and 
iig on tbii eitie. the 1%- 

I) Ris Micbul knnwa 



to k{7ep peaix tbero, for t^ 
(rui3 ha« DO otiier friend 
Gusho ace liutb traiton, d 



nill ai 



; Nile : 



t Lund ; 






'GKlve 



B good miD, well knowa la tliis comitry Id 
terivnt; lit iviil go to Geesit with you, ann rdinrn 
voa to n rrienil of Aytu Aylo's luid mioe, Sbalialca 
VTeiled Amiacj he liai the daageraus part of th« 
t-OJDtTj wbolly in liia hands, snd nlll entry ;oa ufii 
t') Ouiid*r ; mv wife i» 
nothing, I iliall ails'*!; 
yoD lat out? to-morroi 



r your t&fety : Wheii will 

. , ._ ., .... many thanks forhisUnd- 

tliat lu' wished t'l praceed immGd lately, and that 
TvHdte were already far US', on the wav.— Fuil 
said to Mr. Brace, " Throw off tiiose clothes ; 
lire not decent; I must give you new ones, yoD 
'. TbekinggrSinted youGseah, wbitber 



ore goint;, and I m 
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masUr under {jfarracnt or cloth round biin, wliich 
rtacl»ed to ii is feet. Upon his coming: back to the 
tent, F;'.8il took ofi'the one that he had put on Iiiin- 
&eif new In tlie uion:ing,and put it about Mr. Bruce's 
Kiioiilder witii his own hand, his servants throwing 
another immt'diatcly over him, saying at the same 
liuie 10 the people, " Bear witness, I give to you, 
Ya^ioube, the Auow Geesh, as fully and freely as tli<*, 
kin<; has given it me." Mr. Bruce bowed and kissid 
his hand, m is customary for feudatories, and he then 
pointed to him to sit down. 

" Hear wiiat I say to you," continued FHsil, " I 
think it right for you to make the best of your way 
now, for you will b\i tiie sooner back at Gondar. You 
need not be alarmed at the wild people who are going 
after you, though it is better to meet them coming 
this way, than" when they are going to their homes ; 
tliey are commanded by Welleta Yasous ; who is your 
friend, and is very grateful for the medicines you 
sent him at Gondar : he has not been able to see you, 
being so much busied with those wild people ; but he 
loves you, and willtakecarcof you,ana you must give 
ine more of that physic when we nuet at Gondar." 
Mr. Bruce bowed, and he continued, — ** Hear me 
what I say ; you see those seven people, (our tra- 
veller never beheld more tiiief-iike fellows in his life,) 
— these arc all leaders and chiefs of the Galla — 
savages if you please ; they are all your brethren. 
You may go through their country as if it were your 
own, without a man hurting you : you will be soon 
related to them all; fr»r it is their custom that a stran- 
ger of distinction, like you, when he is their guest, 
sleeps with the sister, daughter, or near relation of 
the principal men among them. I dare say, you will 
not think the customs of the Galla contain greater 
hardships than those of Amhara." He then jabbered 
something to them in Galla, which Mr. Bruce did 
not understand. They all answered by the wildest 
howl he ever heard, and struck themselves upon tlie 
breast appareiiily assentiw^. 




SIO TRAVELS IN A BY SSI MA. 

'' When Has Michael (continued Fasil) etme ftom 
the battle of Fagitta, the eyes of forty-four, bret^reii 
and relations of these people present, were pnlted oat 
ut C^ondar, the day after he arrived, and they wen 
exposed upon the banks of the river Angrab4o starve, 
where most of them were devoured by the hymiaB ; 
you took three of them up to your house ; nourished, 
clothed, protected, and kindly treated them." ** They 
are now m health," said Mr. Bruce, '* and want iio» 
thing : the Iteghe will deliver them to yon. 7%e 
only otlier thing I have done to them was, I got 
them baptized : I do not know if that will cUsfdeaae 
them; I did it ad an additional protection to thoRy 
and tu give them a title to tlie cnarity of the people 
of Gondar." " As for that," said Fasil, " they don't 
care tlie least about baptism ; it will neither do them 
good nor harm; they don't trouble themselves aboat 
these matters ; give them meat and driuk, and you 
will be very welcome to hapiize them uU from morn- 
ing to night ; after such good care these Galia are all 
your brethren ; they will die before they see yon hurt." 
He then said something to them in Galla again, and 
they all gave another assent, and made*a shew of 
kissing our traveller's hand. 

They sat down ; but, as Mr. Bruce declares, if they 
entertained any good- will to him, it was not discerni- 
ble in their countenunces. " Besides this," continued 
Fasil, you were very kind and courteous to my ser- 
vants while at Gondar, and said many favourable 
things of me before the king ; you sent me a present 
also ; and above all, when Joas, my master's body 
was dug up from the church-yard of St. Raphael, and 
all Gondar were afraid to shew it the least respect, 
dreading the vengeance of Ras Michael, you, a stran- 
ger, who had never seen him, nor received benetit 
from him, at your own expense paid that attention 
to his remains, which would have better become 
many at Gondar, and me in particular, had I been 
within reach, or had inrellijience of the matter : now, 

Hore all these met\, ^\s. m^ ^wj xVvvcv^ you have at 
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heart ; and, be it what it may, they know I cannot 
deny it yoa." He delivered this in a tone and grace- 
falness of manner, superior^ Mr. Brace thoagnt, to 
any thing he had ever before seen, although the 
Abyaeinians are all orators, as, indeed, are most bar- 
barians. " Why then," said Mr. Bruce, « by all 
those obligations you are pleased to mention, of which 
you have made a recital so truly honourable to me, I 
'ask you the greatest favour that man can bestow upon 
me — send me, as conveniently as possible, to the head 
of the Nile, and return me ana my attendants in 
safety, after having dispatched me quickly, and put 
lue under no constraint that may prevent me from 
satisfying^my curiosity in my own way." "This," 
replied he, "is no request, I have granted it already ; 
besides, I owe it to the commands of the king, whose 
servant I am. Since, however, you have it so much 
at heart, go in peace, I will provide you with all 
necessaries. If I am alive and governor of Damot, 
as you are, we all know, a prudent and sensible man, 
unsettled as the state of the country is, nothing dis- 
agreeable can befal you." 

He then turned again to his seven chiefs, who all 
rose, himself, Mr. Bruce, and his companions ; they 
all stood round in a circle, and raised the palm of 
their hands, while he and his Galla together repeated 
a prayer about a minute long, the Galla seemingly 
with great devotion. " Now," said Fasil, " go in 
peace, you are a Oalla; this is a curse upon them 
and their children, their com, grass, and cattle, if 
ever they lift their hand against you or yours, or do 
not defend you to the utmost, if attacked by others, 
or endeavour to defeat any design they may hear is 
intended against you " U{>on tliis, Mr. Bruce offered 
to kiss his hand before he took his leave, and they 
all went to the door of the tent, where there was a 
very handsome grey horse bridled and saddled. 
" Take this horse," said Fasil, ** as a present from 
me ; it is not so good as your own, but, depend upon 



liff" 
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It, it 1> tlie bong whlcb I rode apoD jtatnii 
1 MTiie here to encamp ; but do not mMM i 
Klf, driTG It berore ;au 9addk-d and bridled 
no inaa of Haitsba will toucb ;oa when he « 
boriG ; it ig tbe people of Uuluha, whose boi 
chul baa burnt, t)iat jon bave to fear, and I 
fritnda the Oalla." 
Mr. Brace tben took the moit humble and 



fore liim, and was speedily oat ofsig-ht. » 
Haiiii^ passed seierallitlle iillaaee,Biid be 
t'lken on ttie way by Strales, bis old attends 
liatl repented of bis former reaolution, onr tn* 
length, entered the flat country of Maitaln 
tiousea in Mailsha are ofa rery slniular conitl 
the first proprietor bas a field, which he dlrl 
three or four, as he pleases, (luppoBe fonr,] 
hedges, made of (be thorny branches of the 
tree. In the ci}rder,or intersection, of Ibe two 
he begins his low hut, and occupies as mucl 
angle as he pleases. Three other brothers, ] 
occupy each of the three otlier angles ; behii 
their ehlldren place their bouse, aud inclose 
of tbeiP father's by another, which (hey mall 
rally shorter than the first, because broader, 
they have raised as many houses us tbey plea 
surround t)ie whole with a thick and almost im] 
ble abatis, or thorny hedge, and all tbs fai 
under one roof, ready to assist each other onl 
alarm; for they have nothing todo but every 
look out at his own door, and they are close n 
together, facing every point that danger can 
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twenty years ; that when one of these houses is tainted 
with the disease, their neighbours, who know it will 
infect the whole colony, surround it in the night, and 
set tire to it, which is consumed in a minute, whilst 
the unfortunate people belonging to it (who would 
endeavour to escape) are unmercifully thrust back 
with lances and forks into the flames by the hands of 
their own neighbours and relations, without an in- 
stance of one ever beinof suffered to survive. This 
to us will appear a barbarity scarcely credible : it 
would be quite otherwise if we saw the situation of the 
country under that dreadful visitation — the small- 
pox ; the plague has nothing in it so terrible. 

On the second of November, they pursued their 
journey in a direction southward, and passed the 
church of Boskon Abbo ; ever memorable to them, 
as being the station of Fasil in May, when he intended 
to cut them otfafter their passage to the Nile. 

They next passed the small river Aroossi, which 
eitiier gives its name to, or receives it from, this dis- 
trict through which it passes : it falls into the Nile 
about four miles below ; is a clear, small, brisk 
Si ream; its banks covered with verdure not to be 
tlu.-cribed. 

All the little territory of Aroossi is by much the 
most pleasant that our travellers liad seen in Abyssi- 
nia ; perhaps it is equal to any tiling the east can pro- 
duce : the wliole is finely shaded with acacia trees, 
which, in the sultry parts of Africa, produce the gum- 
arabic. Tiiese trees grow seldom above fifteen or 
sixteen feet high, then flatten and spread wide at the 
top. and toucii each other, while the trunks are far 
asunder, and under a vertical sun, leave you, many 
miles together, a free space to walk in a cool delicious 
shade. 

Tliis country is watered by small streams. The 
Ass.ir is the largest river th<*y had seen except the 
Nile : it was about 170 yards broad and two feet 
deep, runnin;^ over a bed of large stones j though 
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B faeiRhtof ill H 
Agovi. I ram ed lately belan the furd of tb« J 
13 a magnificent cucade or cataract. Hr. B 
computed Cht! perpendicular height oFthebllatk 

■" ■ 3 doael; covered wttb IM 



in 80; but it 
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had for tl 
dungernus SDil 



iid dutiPf 
vary litlle 



! whole rirer faUi unhiierrupl 



nfngimr 
:rruptad( 



Teral rlllag 



ferable uprin 



B distinct view aE tbe I 
IB wiihed-for end of I 
le journey. Under. 
re the fountains of the Ifile; it boM f 
by S. about thirty miles, aa near a* could b* i 
ji'Ctured, in a str^ght line, wilhout eonntllig tfa 
vi iticnis or crookednew of ilie road. 

On the 3ii, at two o'clock in the aftanioan, ' 
caiae la the bunks of tlie Nile ; the paget^te ii 
imMng fultof 1 
ligbt sinking s 

iMaiKiii EiiiH na» uiuHUV Hiiu luii of piM, the gn 

of cluy : tlic Nile here is about 260 fei't broad, 

the river, and tlic sides not above two. Its bi 
lire of H very penile eniv descentj llie weitem 
ii eliidly oniainentcil «itli hiiih trees of the salb 
tviilow tribe, ^nin^ straight, iritbout joisti 
kiiors, and ht-arin^^ long pointed poda fnllof ft] 
ut cutton. This tree l<t called, in tlieir langg 
Ha ; the nae they liava Ibr it ia lo make chaiCM 
tlic composition of gun-powder. On the easlem i 
!lie bunks, to a considerable distance, are eov 
iiiiJ: bluck, dark, und thick gtovw, with en 



TRAVELS IN ABY8SI 

poiuted rocks, overshaded with g 
tre«38, going to decay with age. 

Mr. Bruce, when he attempte< 
was pleased to find that the Agow 
bankit, in this place, still Tenerate 
river. .They would not suffer hi 
ride across the stream on their m 
sisted that they should take of 
threatened to stone tbo»e who att 
dirt from their cloaks and trousei 

Our travellers having passed t 
the village of Goutto, and took i 
the house of a considerable pent 
doned it upon their approach, t 
of Fasil's army. Tiiou>^li this ha 
in protecting tliem from the poor, 
alarming, and so depriving them 
the opulent, such as the present 
had known they were strangers fi 
have willingly staid and entcrta 
relation and friend of Shalaka W< 

As they heard distinctly the nc 
and had still a full hour and a half 
determhied to visit the water-fall 
thereby iletained the next niorr 
through a plain hard country, 
stony, and thick covered with 1 
more than half an hour's easy ga 
they came straii^ht to the catarac 
noise of the fall. 

This, known by the name of tl 
the Nile, did r.ot by its appeara 
idea they had formed of it, being 
ill height, and about sixty yards 
places the sheet of water is interru 
intervals of rock. The sides are r 
verdant as those of the cataract i 
is in every shape less magnificent 
t^ecn, than is the iiui)le cataract ; 
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scribed, erroneously called the Second Cateimet. Mr- 
Bruce, having satktfied his curiosity at this estiniet^ 
galloped back the same road that he had oome, with- 
out having seeu a single per on since he left QonttOir 
Strates hud retu;*ed to uccoinpany Mr. Brace to 
the cataract, having so violent an appetite that be 
could not abandon a cow which was just going to he 
killed for the party. At night it was his torn to 
xiafch. After our traveller had retired to rei^t in a 
hovel like a hog-sty, near the place where his attend- 
uats were sitiiug, he heard a warm dispute among 
ihem; and, on inquiry, found that Srrates was cooking 
b teaks on a gridiron to regale himself, while the rest 
\/ere sleeping : these, on the olher hand, were resolved 
to play him a trick, to puni&h his gluttony. When 
tae steaks were spread upon tne gridiron, Woldo, the 
guide given to Mr. Bruce by Fasil, undertook to pour 
some fine dust or saud through the hole in the roof 
>vhich served for a chimney ; and tills he had done 
\vit;i success as ol'ien us Sirates went from the hre. 
Not content, however, witii thi:i position, but desirous 
to do the business more etfjctually, lie attempted to 
change his piace upon ilie root', tiiinking it ail equally 
strong to bear him. lu tins, however, lie was mis- 
taken ; the part to whicii he removed gave way, and 
down he came upon tiic iiuor, bringing half the roof 
and part of tne wail, with a prodigious dust, into the 
lire. Tiie surprise and sight of his own danger made 
Woldo repeat some ejacujacion to himself in Gallu. 
Tlie servants, wiio were waiting the success of the 
scneme, cried, *' the Ualla ; the Galla!"— and Scrates, 
wao thouijclit thiit t'ne whole army of wild Galla had 
surrounded the house fell upun his face, calling ouc 
— '* Spare me ! spare me !" Mr. Bruce was roused 
from a profound sleep by the noise and cries of 
Gdliu ! Gdlla ! lie started up, and seizing a loaded 
lausicet, ran to the door, where he found Woldo un- 
armed, examining his hurts or burns. A laugh from 
withoaC led him to su^^ose waac was the mxttcr, and 
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he was soon fiiUy satisfied by tlie figure which Sti 
and Woldo made, covered with dirt and dust 1 
the roof. Bat while they were entertaining th 
selves with tliis foolish trick, the thatch which 
fallen upon the fire began to flame, and it was ^ 
great difficulty extinguished, otherwise the w 
village might have been burned down. 

On the 3d of November, at ei^ht o'clock in 
morning, they left the village of Qoutto, and cc 
naed, &r the first part of the day, through a p 
country fall of acacia trees. They continued t 
journey from thence, and at length arrived at a 
pie ridge of mountains disposed one range behind 
other, nearly in form of three concentric circles, w 
teem to suggest an idea, that they are the Mount 
of the Moon, or the Moutes Lun® of antiquity, a1 
foot of which the Nile was said to rise ; in fact, t! 
are no others. These mountains are all of thciu 
cellent soil, and every where covered with fine 
ture; but as this unfortunate country had been 
ages the theatre of war, the inhabitants have 
pioughtid and sown the top of them, out of the n 
of enemies or marching armies. On the iniddl 
the mountain are villages built of a white sort of g 
which makes them conspicuous at a great dista 
the bottom is all grass, where the'cattle feed cc 
nually under their eye ; these, upon any alarm, ' 
drive to the top of the mountain out of dunger. 

On the 4th they had to ascend a mountain, 1 
the summit of which they had a distinct view of ^ 
part of the territory of Sacala, the mountain Gc 
and church of St. Michael Geesh, about a mile 
a half distant from St. Michael Sacala, where 
then were. They saw immediately below them 
Nile itself, strangely diminished in size, and 
only a brook that had scarcely water to turn a 
Mr. Bruce could not satiate himself with the s 
revolving in his mind all those classical proph 
that had given the Nile up to perpetual obscurity 
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concealment. From this delightfol levtiie Ii« 
awakened by an alarm that they had loit WoMo tbeir 
guide. Though Mr. Bruce had long expected sove- 
tiling from his behaviour, he did not think, Ibr bis 
own sake, it could be his intention to leave them. 
Various conjectures immediately followed; sooie 
tiiought he had resolved to betray and rob them; 
Kouie conceived it was an instruction of Fetil^ to 
him, in order to their being treacherously mnrderad ; 
suiue again supposed he was slain by the wUd beasts, 
cdpeeiciily those apes or baboons, whose voracity, siie. 
and fierce appearance, were exceedii^ly magnilied. 
Mr. Bruce began to think that he might be ill, for 
lie had before complained, and that the sickness 
might Iiuve overcome him upon the rpad ; and thin, 
too, was tlie opinion of Ay to Aylo's servant, who said, 
however, witti a significant look, that he could not 
be far off; tliey therefore sent him, and one of the 
men that drove the mules, buck to seek after him ; 
and tiiey had gone but a few hundred yards when 
they found him coming, but so decripid and so very 
ill, that he said he could go no farther than the church 
tliat night. Mr. Bruce felt his pulse, examined every 
part about him, aud»aw, lie thought, evidently, tliat 
nothing ailed him. NVithout losing his temper, how- 
ever, Mr. Bruce -told him firmly, that lie perceived 
he was an imposter; that lie should consider that he 
Was a physician, as lie knew he cured his master's 
first friend, Welleta Yasous : that the feeling of his 
hand told him, as plainly as his tongue could have 
dune, tliat nothing ailed him ; that it told him likewise 
lui liud in his heart some prank to play, which would 
turn out very much to his disadvantage. He seemed 
dismayed after this, said little, and only desired them 
tu halt for a few minutes, and he should be better; 
" lor," said he, " it requires strength in us iill to pass 
anottier great hill before we arrive at Geesh." 

" Look you," said Mr. B.uce, " lying is to no 
urpose i I know where Geesh is as well as you do, 
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and that we have no more mountains or bad places to 
pass through ; therefore, if you choose to stay behind, 
you may; but to-morrow I shall inform Welleta 
Yasous at Bure of your behaviour." He said this 
with the mosjt determined air possible, and left them, 
walking as hard as he could down to the ford of the 
Nile. Woldo remained above witli the servants who 
were loading their mules ; he seemed to be perfectly 
cured of his lameness, and was in close conversation 
with Ay to Aylo's servant for about ten minutes, which 
Mr. Bruce did not choose to interrupt, as he shw that 
man was already in possession of part of Woldo's 
secret. This beinsr over, they all came down to Mr. 
Bruce as he was sketching a branch of a yellow rose- 
tree, a number of which hang over the ford. 

The whole company passed, and Woldo, seeming 
to walk as well as ever, ascended a gently-rising hill, 
near the top of which is St. Michael Greesh. Tiie 
Nile here is not four yards over, and not above four 
inches deep where they crossed ; it was indeed become 
a very trifling brook, but ran swiftly over a bottom 
of small stones, with hard black rock appearing amidst 
them : it is at this place very easy to pass, and very 
limpid, but, a little lower, full of inconsiderable falls ; 
the ground rises gently from the river to the south- 
ward, full of small hills and eminences, which you 
ascend and descend most imperceptibly. The whole 
company had halted on the north side of St. Michael's 
Church, and there Mr. Bruce reached them without 
affecting any hurry. 

About four o'clock in the afternoon, the day hav- 
ing been very hot for some hours, they were sitting 
in the shade of a grove of magnificent cedars, inter- 
mixed with some very large and beautiful cusso-trees, 
all in the flower : the men were lying on the grass, 
and the beasts fed, with the burdens on their backs, 
in the most luxuriant herbage. Mr. Bruce said indif- 
ferently to Woldo in passing, that he was glad to see 
him recovered ; that he would be presently well, and 
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^liould (eir nothing. lie then got up, nd da 
s]i;Bk wicli Mr. Bruiie aiunc, tnkk^ Ajlo*! 
iiLim^' with him. " Now," eaid our tmeU 
dilnily, " 1 know by jour face you are golnf 
miss lie. I do swear to yoa BotemnlTi JOO 
liy that meaiu, will obtaiu any thing fitHD me, 
eii niucli Bi a t{ood word ; truth and good btl 
will get youevery thing; wh&l ap]W*n a gTM 
jf.t hi your siglit is nolperbapiofsiichTalnali 
l>ut nothing eicepttruih and good behatioari 
tiver to you ; now I know for a eertifal^ JM 
more eiek than I am."— " Sir,"raid he,«ltk 
tiKifldent looii, " yon are right: I did OMUUM 
iLi.itliur have been, nor am fat preient, any • 
ni order; but I thought it belt to tdl von ••, 
he obligeil to discover another reaaon (fast bH 
miTB weight with roe, why I cannot go to Omi 
iiiiich leu nhew myself at tlie Morec* of tb 
wljich I conlwe are not much beyond it,t}UM| 

,1 _. . >!.„_.. i,. -.in- i.;j| betweon yoa aw 

■ ' "r. Broet, ( 

or a vision in that trance you fell iu to when you 
beliiitd below the cliurch of St Mlcliael Si 
'■ Nn," replied lie, " It is neither trance, nor i 
nor deiil iiejther : 1 wish it won no voise: ti 
Know lis wtU '-s I, th]it niy niuslcr Piiail defiai 
A^ws at the batUe of Biinja. I nai there « 
master, and killed several men, among whan 
wtre of the Agows of tiiia viilage Oeesb, ai 
know the usage of tills country : when a man,! 
eircumslances, tails into their hands, his bbm 
piiy for their blood." 

Mr. Bruce burst oat Into a violent St of Im 
ivhioh very much disconcerted liim. "Then 
our truvcller, " did not I say to yon it was a I 
yuu were going to tell me ? do not tliink I dlt 
or dispute with you the taniiy of having klll« 
re slain at that battle > somebo^ 
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and you may have been the person who slew them ; 
but do you think, that I can believe thatFasil, so deep 
in that account of blood, could rule the Agows m the 
manner he does, if he could not put a servant of his 
ia safety among them twenty miles from his residence ; 
do you think I can believe this 1" " Come, come," 
said Aylo*s servant to Woldo, *' did you not hear that 
truth and good behaviour will get you ever^ thing 
you ask ? Sir," continued he, " I see this affair vexes 
you, and what this foolish man wants will neither 
}nake ^ou richer nor poorer ; he has taken a great 
desire for that crimson silk sash which you wear about 
your middle. I told him to stay till you went back 
to Gondur ; but he says he is to go no farther than 
to the house of Siialaka Welled Amluc in Maitsha, 
Hitd does not return to Gondar : 1 told him to stay 
till you had put your mind at ease, by seeing the foun- 
tains of the Nile, which you are so anxious about. 
He said after that had happened, he was sure you 
would not give it him, for you seemed to think little 
of the cataract at Goutto, and of all the fine rivers 
and churches which he had shewn you ; except the 
head of the Nile shall be finer than all these, when, in 
reality, it will be just like another river, you will then 
be disisatisfied, and not give him the sash." 

Mr. Bruce thought there was something very natu- 
ral in tiiese suspicions of Woldo : besides, he said he 
was certain, tiiat if ever the sash came into the si^'Iit 
of Welled Arulac ; by some means or other, he would 
get it into his hands.' This rational discourse had pa- 
cified Mr. Bruce a little; but it must have been fine 
indeed, to have stood for a minute between him and 
the accomplishment of his wishes. Mr. Bruce then 
laid his hand upon the pistols that stuck in his girdle, 
and drew them out to give them to oue of his suite, 
when Woldo, who apprehended it was for another 
purpose, I an some paces back, and hid himself behmd 
^Vylo's servant. Mr. Bruce, after having taken off his 
sash, " Here is your sash, Woldo," said he, '* but 
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uriiig sacn a vimgeaiice upon your neaa, 
ftlialT not be able to find a place to hide it 
not the sash only will be taken from you, 
skin also will follow it." 

He took the sash, but seomcd tprrified at tl 
and bi'i^aii to make aj)ol«>,i<*s. *' Come, coi 
Mr. Bruce, "we understand eiich other: 
words : it ii now late, lose no more time, 
me to Geesh and the licaJ oi' ilie Nile direct 
out preanibif, and blievv me the iiilltiiat sep 
from it." He then curried our traveller roi 
south side of the chureli, out of tlio grov 
i t!»at surrounded it. '* This is the hill," said 

Iiiig archly , '* that when you were on the < 
of it, was between you and tlie fountains of 
thcr.' is no other ; look at that hillock of gr 
i 1 t.'ie middle of tliat watery spot ; it is in the 

fountains of the Nile are to be found : Gees! 
face of the rock where yon green trees are 
th : length of tiie fountahis, pull off your sIk 
did the other day ; for these people are al 
worse than those that were at the ford, an( 
lieve in nothiu'^ that you believe, but on 
nver, to which they pray everv day asif it • 
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... «t*iueu the genius, industry, 
«iuiry, of both ancients and rood ems, for tliecc 
near three tliousand years. Kinj^s had attt 
tiiis discovery at the head of armies, and each t 
lion was distinguished from the last, only by ti 
ierence of the numbers which had perishet 
agreed alone in thedisappointmentwhich had un 
ly, and without exception, followed them all. 
riches, and honour, had beeu held out for a sei 
•igos to every individual of those myriads these pi 
commanded, without having produced one man < 
hie of gratifying the curiosity of his eovereig 
wiping otf this stain upon the enterprise and abi 
of mankind, or adding this desideratum for tht 
courageraent of geography. 

Mr. Bruce, as he advanced, observed Str 
v.aiiiiig for him on the side of the hill. " Strat 
he cried, *' faithful squire, come and triumph v 
your Don Quixote at that island of Barataria, t\ 
ther we have most wisely and fortunately brou 
ourselves. Come and triumph with me over all 
kings of the earth, fill their armies, all their philc 
phers, and all their heroes !" " Sir," replied Stra 
" I do not understand a word of what von a*- — 
little of what you mpo" - - 
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(pe^ily and cheerfuU;, with the utdltton of 
fueioii to )il9 eaenJeB !" and tossed m> hil cap 
laud huzza. " Nov friend," said Mr. Bmca 



bitionB at tills ionz >ougiit for tpimg, th. 
BDcient of alturs. ■' Sirate«," Mid he, "hei 
our happy return. Come Iriend, yoa an ] 
toasts beiiind uie ; can yon ever bi' satbted * 
ex<;elli:nt water 1" " Look you. Sir," siuira 
very B""*'yi '' 8" ^"^ King QeorgB, I druik 
nitii :ill my heart, to his wife, to iiia chlldm 
brolbera, and BBters, God bleaa tbem all! 
But as for tlie Vin;in Mary, aB I am no Pu>i» 
tobeexeueedfromdrinking healths which 
does not drink. As for our bappy return, 
t lere is no one wishes it more slucereiy tl _. . 
I Jiave loiiit bteii weary of this beggarly « 
Bui you must (uffiive meif 1 refuse todriultai 
- . They so ' 






ill my bdly ulready, frum the gi 






dly ulready, frooi the graat 
vater I drank first." Mr. Bfaa 
cier, liHVlng proposed one mora toast, and " 
tj Cdtliarine, empress of Russia, (who was tl 
lioged ill an attempt to rescue the Greeks fr 
Turkish yoke,} his example wa^ followed by I 
ivho shoDted, "Huzza! Catherine and Tii 
while he to^acd his cup into tJie air. 

A number of A((awa opun the hill had i 
our traveller and hi: companion in silent i 
Two or three only had come duwii to Che edge 
iivaiup, bad icea the giuuaces and action off 
a.-jd iturd him liuzw, oa ■nto^i \.\k^ aaked 
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as he entered the village, what was the meaning of 
all tiiis. Woldo told them that the man had been 
bitten by a mad doj?, and was out of hi? senses, which 
perfectly satisfied them ; they observed that he would 
oe infallibly cared by the Nile, but that the custom, 
after meeting with such a misfortune, was to drink the 
water fasting. 

Divine honours are pHid by the Agows of Damot 
to the Nile ; they worsiiip the river, and thousands of 
cattle have been offered, and still are offered, to the 
spirit supposed to reside at its source. They are di- 
vided into clans, or tribes ; and it is worthy of obser- 
vation, that it is said there never was a feud, or here- 
ditary animosity, between any two of these clans : or 
if the seeds of any such were sown, they did not vege- 
tate longer than till the next general convocation of 
all the tribes, who meet annually at the source of the 
river, to which they sacrifice, calling it by the name 
of the Ood of Peace, One of the least considerable 
of these clans, tor power and number, has still the 
preference among its brethren, from the circumstance 
that, in its territory, and near the miserable village 
tiiat gives its name, are situated the much sought ror 
springs from which the Nile rises. 

Geush, however, though not farther distant from 
these than 600 yards, is not in sight of the sources 
of the Nile. The country, upon the same plain with 
the fountains, terminates in a cliff about 300 yards 
deep down to the plain of Assoa, which fiat country 
continues in the same subaltern degree of clev.Aiuu, 
till it meets the Nile again about seventy miles south- 
w.ird, after it has made the circuit of the provinces 
of Gmam and Damot. 

A Prodigious cave is in the middle of this cliff, in a 
direction straight north towards the fountains ; wiie- 
ther the work of nature or art, Mr. Bruce could not 
determine ; in it arc many bye-paths, so that it is vi-ry 
difiicult for a stranger to extricate himself; it is a na- 
tural labyrinth, large enough to contain the iiihahi- 



tanls of the ? illugp, and their cattle. In tlii) l«r^B 
cliif Mr. Urnce tiretl liimself part of soveral dnys, pii- 
liearourinii la Te»i;li aa far noriliwurdat pgaible ; bat 

hunclrtfd yjcrda, peemfid to tliredten to extxngqbli iiii 

niitaialirlii[ii«..d io^ir^lif; hiiouiiuiityfarther.ftftiT 



Eeamni.'e I'ram tbe plvio of Asaoa belowi (jarta of tat 
ouKs at fvery stage anpeuriiig tbrougli the thleketi 
of trepB and hushea with which the wliole faoeof 4e 
cliS' is thiukly covered ; impenetrable feiioea of the 
vurv wont Itlnil of thorn hide the inuutiia if the o.- 
verni a hove- men tinned, even trom sight ; tliere i^ im 
other cominiiiiicition with the houaas either frota 
ahaie or below, but bj narrow-wind lit); sheep paths, 
which thraag;h tlie«e thorns are very dillicnlt to be 
(liacerned, lor all are alloned to be overgiown with 

and large trees (most of tliein of the Cliomy kind) 
tower high up above the ed^e of the cliff, and seem 
to be a fence Bgainit people fulling down into the 
plain. These are all, at tlieir proper seaaon, covered 
Willi flowers of different sorts and colours ; soarethi 
bushes below on the fdcejif ihe cllfF: every tliurn ir 
Ab.siinia indeed bears a beautiful flower. 

From the edj^e of the cliff of Gccsh; above whei 
the village is situated, the ground slopes with a v«j 

eusyd. -^ - -^■-' " -^ - 
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flee, mixing them with billets of wood, after which 
they set them on fire. This is now discontinued, or 
leather transferred to another place near the church, 
as they are at present indulged in the full enjoyment 
of their idolatrous rites, both under Fasiland Michael. 
In the middle of the marsh, near the bottom of the 
mountain of Geesh, arises a hillock of a circular form, 
about three feet from the surface of the marsh itself, 
though apparently founded much deeper in it. The 
diameter of this is something short of twelve feet ; 
it is surrounded by a shallow trench, which collects 
the water, and voids it eastward ; it is firmly built 
with sod or earthen turf, brought ftt)m the sides, and 
constantly kept in repair ; and this is the altar upon 
which all their religious ceremonies are performed. 
In the middle of this altar is a hole^ obviously made, 
or at least enlai^ed, by the hand of man. It is kept 
clear of grass, or other aquatic plants, and the water 
in it is perfectly pure and limpid, but has no ebulli- 
tion or motion of any kind discernible upon its surface. 
This mouth, or opening of the source, is some parte 
of an inch less than three feet diameter, and the water 
stood at that time, the 5th of November, about two 
inches from the lip or brim ; nor did it either increase 
or diminish during all the time of his stay at Geesh, 
though they made plentiful use of it. This spring is 
about »ix feet six inches deep. 

At the disjtance of ten feet from the first of these 
springs, a little to the west of south, is the second 
fountain, about eleven inches in diameter ; but this is 
eight feet three inches deep. And about twenty feet 
distant from the first is the third source, its mouth 
being something more than two feet large, and it is 
live feet eight inches deep. Both these last fountains 
stand in the middle of small altars made, like the for- 
mer, of firm sod, but neither of them above three feet 
diameter, and having a foot of less elevation than the 
first. The altar in this third source seemed almost dis- 
solved by the water, which in both stood nearly up to 



titc brim ; at The Tunt iif eavli appeared a clear aBil 
bHfJt runuiiia rilL I tbi'se onlLin^ jaintd the nritM;' ja 
the trvneh at the Ant altur, and then pruce»li:d di- 
rectly DUC. point In jeaitwanl, in i quantity thBt would 
lave flUeil o pips abaot two incket diameter. The 
water from Uiese foaatulns ia rer; light and good, aiid 
perfectly Ins teleea. ItwajBttbiBtimBiDattiRtemaly 
cold, taough eiposcd to tlie mid-diy euo witliout 
ihslter, thi're hnng an tms nor basliei cearcr it Iban 
tl>e cllirnf Qecaii un itisoutli aide, and tlia titeatiia.1 
Hirround Saint Michael Ucech on the narlh, i^ikb, 
Bocording to tbe ciisloin of AbysiIniB, la, like other 
cburchee, pknted in the luidat of a grore. 

Onilie&lhof NovBmlteP, liie dayulierMr. Bruce'i 
niriial at Cieoh, the wcat^irr perli-clly clt'ur, cloud- 
1es5, and neiirly calm, in all rfl^ptcls will adapted lo 
abaervalion, being extremely aniioui to nsccrtala, 
beyond the power of coiitrosersy, the preciae spot on 
the globe that this fountain had u long occupied un- 
known, he pitclied liia teut on tlie north edge of the 
cliff, Immediately ahoie the prit:9t'ahou9o, having ve- 
rilietl tbe inslrument with all the care possible, bath 
at tlie zenilli and Iwrizon. With a hrsa^ quadrant of 
three feet radius, by one meridian lati tade of the sun's 
upper limb, all iiecessan' equation* and dedui^tioiis 
coosideTed, he determined the laliiude of tlir piaeeol* 
oh3ervationtobel0<'59']l": and by another obPer- 
vation of the sanm kind madr on the 6tii, 10" SO" 6" : 
alter wblcli, bya medium of thirty -tiireeohaervuiloni 
ufatura, the lurgeBt and nearcBt, the flrat vertical, ha 
found the latitude to be 10" St)' H)" ; a mean of which 
b;.-h]g 10' 39' Oi", SHV 10" ar 10". Tlie longitude he 
asceruilned to be 3ti' 60' 30" east oC the meriduia of 
Orcenwlch. 

On the night of the 4tli, the very night of Mr. 
Itruce'e arrival, ntclancholy rtlleclloni upon hia pri~ 
sentBtate.tbedoubtfulnesa'ofhLi return ill aafely, were 
AepcrmitteJio make the mtempt, ajid tlio feKrstiiBl 
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served in Abyssinia with all travellers who have once 
entered the kiogdom ; the consciousness of the pain 
that he was then occasioning to many worthy indivi- 
duals, expectine daily that information concerning 
his sitaation, which it was not in l^s power to give 
them; some other thousfhts, perhaps still nearer the 
heart than those, crowded upon his mind, and for- 
bade all approach of sleep. lie was, at that very 
moment, in possession of what had, for many years, 
beeit the principal object of his ambition and wishes ; 
indifference (which from the asaal infirmity of ha- 
man nature follows, at least for a rime, complete en- 
joyment,) had taken place of it. The marsh, and the 
fountains, upon comparison with the rise of many of 
our rivers, became now a trifling object in his sight. 
He remembered that magnificent scene in his own 
native country, where the Tweed, Clyde, and Annan, 
rise in one hill ; three rivers as he now thought, not 
inferior to the Nile in beauty, preferable to it in the 
cultivation of those countries through which they 
flow ; superior, vastly superior to it, in the virtues 
and qualities of the inhabitants, and in the beauty of 
its flocks, crowding its pastures in peace, without fear 
of violence from mm or boast. He had seen the rise 
of the Rhine and Rhone, and the more magnificent 
sources of the Saone : he began in his sorrow to treat 
the inquiry about the source of the Nile as a violent 
effort of a distempered fancy. Grief or despondency 
now rolling upon him like a torrent, relaxed, not re- 
freshed, by unquiet and imperfect sleep, he started 
from his bed in the utmost agony ; he went to the 
door of his tent; every thing was still; the Nile, at 
whose head he stood, was not capable either to pro- 
mote or to interrupt his slumbers ; but the coolness 
and serenity of tiie night braced his nerves, and 
chased away those phantoms that, while in bed, had 
oppressed and tormented him. 

Numerous dangers, hardships, and sorrows, had in- 
deed beset him through this half of his excursion ; but 



liruUoMd lilm in all ibnt t 
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mble to eondnc 



wliioh, in bis cool hours, lie liad tliouglil 
the utteinpting Dl tlie risk of Ilia »fe ; vrh 

trophy io wiiich be could have no campctli 
bonour of liis country, Ht the feet of hia 

ired from tlie F.n^ 
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the tubt gentlviit tlie fire, he tilled it with 
elUttr, and, to bis great aurpriu, found tliul 
tiie beigbtof 21 Unglisli inches. Su9j>ecllnt 
ulr mlg^t have insinuatpd itself into Ihe to 
it by in Bwarm part of rhe tent, covered 111 
aod rcturnint; to b«d, slept tliere profouni 
wben,9ati9tidlheivbole was in perfect onl( 
it Id aland at 32 Engibb incbes ; neither 
sensibly from that be^bt any ofthe folU 
lie «t>i<l at Geesb ; ana thence be inlerre 
[lie sources of the Nile, he was then uior 
miles above the level of the tea ; a prodiRj 
to enjoy a sky perpetually clear, as also 
never oier-cnst Vor ii niuiiiuiit with dumb 
to Mtliii^r, On the filli of KoveniliiT, at 



thavbls in abvssinia, C-I 

The Nile keeping nenrl; in Ihe miAilie an^v manh, 

of Btreain, but perfectly visible, tlTltuet bytiio pnssy 
brink of the land dedliiiln}!; from SucaliL Tliis tiirn't 
it raund grailuiiUy to the N. E und then due nortli ; 
and, in tlie two miles it Hows in that dlrectlDn, the 
river receives manT Emuii eontribatliDs from spilnga 

psftieularly oneontbetdli at tiie back of SLHTcJiaef 
Ueeih;tIieotliera Utile loner tiianit on theolher tide, 
on dM RTOund declining from ShibIb. Theie lost- 
meniloned tprin^ are mare than dnnbleiU quantity ; 
and befaiK airiitd under the bill whereon itands Ibe 
churab of St. Micliofl Sarala, abont two miles from 
its Bource, It there becomes a etream that nonld turn 
B common mill, ^ballon, dear and running over a 
rocky bottom about thrre yardu wide : Ibis must l)e 
underBlood to be varluble accordina to tlie teaman ; 

□f Nnieaibei', when the nuuB liad ceased for aevcrul 

Nothlne can he more beautiful than tlilg bpot ; the 
Bmnll riainj bills uboot them were all thick covered 
with verdure, especially vrilli clover, the largest and 
lii]eat he ever saw ; the tops of the heiglits crowned 
with trees of a prodigious size ; the stream at the 
banks of vrliicli they were sitting, was iinipid nnd 
pure as the finest crystal; the ford, covered tiikk with 
a bushy kind of tree tliut seemed to afiect to grow to 
no height, bul tliick with foliege and young brandies, 
ratherCo court the surface of the water, whilst It bore, 
in pradi[jiou8 quantities, a beautiful yellow flower, not 
unlike a shigie wild rose of that colour, but wilfaout 

After havii^ steppeit over the ford fifty times, ho 
observed it no larger than a common miU-Btreani. 
The Nile from tliis lord turns to the westward, amt 
alter running over louKe etoars occasionally, in tlist 
direction, about four miles farther, the angle of incii- 



f»]nin of Goutto, where is it» flrst cataract. ^ 
n the pluin of Goutto, the rixer seems to ha 
h11 its violence, and scarcely is seen to flow ; 
the same time, it there inukes so inariy sharp i 
rul windings, that it dliPers from any other ri 
IJnice ever s;i\v, nitikii;g abour twoity siinrp j 
peninsulas in the coiiive of five miles, througl 
hiarsliy phiinof clay, quiie destiuite of iret-s, ; 
ct'edhi^ly inconvenient and unplc:isant to 
After passing this plain, it tunis due north, i 
tiie tribute of many small streams, the Gome 
Googueri, and the Kebezza, whicii de-cend fi 
mountains of Aibrmaslm : and united, fall i 
Nile about twenty miles below its source. It 
here to run rapidly, and again receives a nui 
hoauiiful rivulets which have theirrise in the 
of Litchambara, the semicircular rS'nge of mo 
that pass behind and seem to enclose Afoi 
Here it begins to become a considerable strej 
banks high and broken, covered with old timb 
for the space of about three miles; it Inclines 
north-east, and wijids exceedingly, and is thei 
by the small river Diwa from the east. As t] 

rtMTTipa r»F nlnnoQ tlirniicrli u'l)ir*h thp lVil<i nan 
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and by those means that seem most obvious to human 
cooception. But it seemml, however, not according 
to the tenor of his ways and wisdom, to create a coun- 
try like Bgyptf without springs, or even dews, and 
subject it to a nearly vertical sun, that he might save 
it by so extraordinary an intervention as was the an- 
nual inundation, and make it the most fertile spot of 
the universe. 

Whatever were the conjectures of the dreamers of 
antiquity, modem travellers and philosophers, de- 
scribing without system or prejudice what they saw, 
have found that the inundation of Egypt has been 
effected by natural means, perfectly consonant with 
the ordinary rules of Providence, and the laws frivea 
for the government of the rest of the universe. They 
have found that the plentiful full of the tropical rains 
produced every year at the same time, by the action 
of a violent sun, has been uniformly, without miracle, 
the cause of Egypt being recularly overflowed. The 
sun beuig nearly stationary ror some days in the tropic 
of Cupricorn, the air there becomes so much rarefied, 
that the heavier winds, charged with watery particles 
rush in upon it from the Atlantic on the west, and 
from the Indian Ocean on the east. The south wind, 
moreover, loaded with heavy vapour, condensed in 
tbat high ridge of mountahis not far south of the 
Line, which forms a spine to the peninsula of Africa; 
and, running northward with the other two, furnish 
wherewithal to restore the equilibrium. 

The sun, having thus gathered such a quantity of 
vapours as it were to a focus, now puts them in motion, 
and drawmgthem after it in its rapid progress north- 
ward, on the 7 th of January, for two years together, 
seemed to have extended its power to the atmosphere 
of Gondar, when, for the first tune, there appeared m 
the sky white dappled thin clouds, the sun bemg then 
distant 34'' from the zenith, without any one cloudy 
or dark speck having been seen for several months 
before. Advancing to the Lino with hicreused veloci- 




if Mucb, bdoj; 
uieauiMLuuL o- irvm irm zeann ; uieiB sre ^ecdily 
kiMorbed by tha thlret; soil, ;inii thia Beems to be the 
farllii^tt extent of [Jiu sun's influcrce, cairable or caus- 
ing r&ta, which then only I'alla ui lari^e dropKf aiuLkuis 
butu fen minutes: the nuny Beusoii, however, bej^ia 
luOBl aeriou&ly upon its arrival at tlie zenith uf every 
place, and Iheie reina continue coiuitiin t and increa^og 
alter he liua paaaed it, in hia progress oorthwarO. 
Jtofura ihifl, green bougha, and leaves appear Soating 
ill the lIuliLiri:! Abiiid,~iind ilew thai, in theUititnde 
\vfir J , > . ■':,.■ I' iM, are already abundAiit. The 
f..i! . 'i ■,■ . Il.i-.b passed lbatri»er,|{iveaii 

:•■ >. '.'iiiL'hliBs,aal'ara<iMr.Bruce 

LMi. I Luii-j^froni theLine. 

I.I I .1. Ill:' iivlti in AmliaTB, Begepader, and 
B isTu, iini: uiacoloureri, &nd Uien basimSag 1» nrdl, 
join the KiUin the bevenilpuM nfile eouneiu»reBV 
them I the river then, from the height ijfit> angle To- 
clinaCuiii, forues Iteelt' throuiih the tiii>n>an t lake witli- 

of streams pour tbemaelves froni Onjam, DamoT, 
Hai[slia,au<lDembea,intotheliikeT£jaa,whichhiid 
become low by intense evaporation, but now begins 
to fill inseurlbly, and contributes a lar^e quantity of 
water to the Nile, before it I'alla down ttie cataract of 
Alau. In the begloning of Jane, the aun having 
pussed all Abysainia, the rivers tlieie are all full, and 
ihen is the time of the greatest tains in Abyssinia, 
while it Is for aoine days, as it.nere, stationary in the 
tropic of Cancer. 

im mediately after the sun has passed the Line, he 
begins tlie rainy season to the aouthwanl, still as be 
approaches the zenith of each place ; but the situa- 
tion and neeeisities of thia country being varied, the 
inannerof pruiuuting the inundation ia changed. A 
hi^h chain of mountains run from about f<° sonth all 
aioiig the middle o( l\ie cimtoeW. tovurda the Cape 
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of Good Hope, and intersects the southern part of the 
peninsula, nearly in the same manner that the river 
Nile does the northern. A strong wind from the 
south, stopping the progress of the condensed vapours, 
dashes them against the cold summits of this ridge 
of mountains, and forms many rivers which escape 
in the direction either eastor west, as the level presents 
itself. If this is towards the west, they fall down the 
irides of the mountains into the Atlantic, and, if on 
the east, into the Indian Ocean. 

Three remarkable appearances attend the inunda- 
tion of the Nile. Every morning in Abyssinia is clear, 
and the sun shines ; about nine, a small cloud, not 
above four feet broad, appears in the east, whirling 
violently round as if upou an axis ; but, arrived near 
the zenith, it first abates its motion, then lose^ its form, 
extends itself greatly, and seems to call up vapours 
from all opposite quarters. These clouds, having at- 
tained nearly the same height, rush against each other 
with great violence. The air, impelled before the 
heaviest mass, or swiftest mover, makes an impression 
of its own form in the collection of clouds opposite, 
und the moment it has taken possession of the space 
made to receive it, the most violent thunder possible 
to be conceived instantly follows, with rain ; after 
some hours, the sky again clears, with a wind at 
norths and it is always disagreeably cold when the 
thermometer is below 03®. 

The second thing remarkable in the variation of the 
thermometer; when the sun is in the southern tropic, 
36^ distant from the zenith of Gondar, it is seldom 
lower than 72"^ ; but it falls to 60<» and 59® when the 
»un is immediately vertical : so happily does the ap- 
f . oach of rain compensate tue heat of a too scorching 
iun. 

The third is, that remarkable stop in the extent of 
the rains northward, when the sun, that has conducted 
the vapours from the Line, and should seem, now more 
than ever, to be in possession of them, is here over- 



ruled audJenly, till on its return Id the zi'iiith of Gerrl, 

iwd Kconilacts it la the Line to fumkli diatant de- 
laget to tlie eouthwiinl. 

Mr. Bruce sBya it it iii Fehruwy, Marcl., or April 
only, tli« plegiie !)eginB in Bdiypt. Mr. litaee aatt 
□olbelkteil an onilamial disease, but lathei tljiaks it 
eomoi from ConBtantiroplM with iuBrcIiandiw,orBaB- 



<engeTi,iind tttthia (imu bf ilip veai, that tfieairl 
ing attained adetin^e of jjutridily propCTtamedie ii 

by the lonj uli-^r I E m ii n-,t!ii iiiltciioii ia fliereti 



Tlie lii^t <iiid iijK^I rLiiidrl.il>kBi].'nof tl)ec)iBm.'e 
lirough: uboul lu tiie air js iiit Buddea btoppliig of tlio 
pldgiie Dt St. John's djj. Eicry piiraOD, though abut 
u)iirom society for iiiuotha before, buja, selia, and 
c^ommunicates with bii iici^bhour without uny sort nt 

Bruce could learn upon fair inquiry, thnt one fell sioU 
of the plague ufler ibid anniversary; It will be ob- 
served be iloi s not say /Ued ; there are sKaraplea of 
tliat, lliou(;h lie believe! but few ; tbe plague Unoiai- 
wuys a disenae thut suddenly terminates ; it often 
takes a cousiderubte time to come to an beiid, Hppeiir- 
ingonly by syoiiiioiita ; so tliac people taken ill, uiidcr 
tlie moat patrid influvnua uf the air, lii^er on, slrug' 
Inline with the dlaeaae niilch baa alraidy oot aucb 
hold that tliey cuinot recover ; but what Mr. Bmce 
nieins la, tliat no perjoa I> taken 111 of the plague su 
us to die slier tbe dew has fallen in June ; bud no 
nyiuptoms ofrlia pliuu!! are ever commonly seen in 
lijjypt hutin thosu spri:!;; tnoiulia already uientiouBj, 
the greuter jiurt ol wiiitli am totally dostitute oi 

""tL Turks !,.,d ll«0i-s are kfl^ivn to be pn.<lestiii;i- 
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mutably fixed, that nothiiij^ can either advance or 
defer it an instant. Secure in this principle, they ex- 
pose in the marlset-place, immediately after St. John's 
duy, the clothes of the many thousancls that have died 
during the late continuance of the pla^nic, all which 
imbibe the moist air of the evening and the morning, 
are handlml, bought up, and worn without any appre- 
hension of danger ; and though these consist of furs, 
cotton, silk, ami woollen cloths, which are stuffs tlie 
most retentive of the infection, no accident happens to 
those who wear them from this their huppy conildence. 

Mr. Bruce now returned back to his guide Woldo, 
whom they had left settling their reception with the 
chief of the village of Geesh. They found the mea- 
S'ires taken by this man such as convinced them at 
once of his capacity and attachment. The miserable 
Agows, assembled all around him, were too much in- 
terested in the appearance our traveller made, not to 
be exceedingly inquisitive how long his stay was to be 
among them. They saw, by the horse driven before 
them, that they belonged to Fasil,and suspected, for 
the same reason, that they were to maintain them, 
or, in other words, that they should live at discretion 
upon them as long as they chose to tarry there ; but 
Woldoy with great address, had dispelled these fears 
almost as soon as they were formed. He informed 
them of the king's ^rant to Mr. Bruce of the village 
of Oeesh ; that Fuj^irs tyranny and avarice would end 
that day, and another master, like Negade Ras 
Georgis, was come to pass a cheerful time among 
them, with a resolution to pay for every labour they 
were ordered to perform, and purchase all things for 
ready money : he added, moreover, that no military 
service was further to be exacted from them, either 
by the king or governor of Damot, nor from their 
present master, as he had no enemies. This news had 
circulated with great rapidity, and gained them a 
hearty welcome upon their arrival at the village. 

Woldo had asked for a house from the Shtim^ 'vVoc^ 

14 z 
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T^ Bcarceijr o»... 

II Fasil to intimate to xu%> ^. 

'\ property and sovereignty of Qeesh lo ju... . 

'-' consequence of a grant from the king: he 1 

with him a fine lar|;e milk wliite cow, two 
and two goats ; the siieep and goats Mr. Bn 
derstood were from VVell(;la Yjisous. Fasil a 
tliera six jars of hydromcl, tiltv wlieat loaves 
;' I ([ fixcellent bread, and to this Weileta Yasous hat 

two middle sized horns of oxcelleiit eirong 
Their hearts were now pRrfectly at ease, ai 
passed a very merry evening. Woldo, who hi 
I his part to great periection, and had reconc 

I ; uiinds of all the people of the villas^e to our t 

||; had a little apprehension for himself: he the 

had lost cretlit with Mr. Bruce, and there 
ployed the servant of Ay to Aylo to desire Dt 
not to speak of the sash to Fasil's scirvant. 
veller assured him, that, as long as ho saw 1 

Eroperly, as lie now did, it was much nion 
e should give him another sash on their re 
complain of the means he had used to gc 
This entirely removed all his fears ; and, 
long after as he was with them, iie every d> 
^nrci and more their commendations. 

-^Tw nerfectiv haoov : he h 



t • 



features would have made her a beauty in any conn- 
try in Europe : she was, besides, very sprightly ; they 
understood not one word of her language, tliough she 
comprehended very easily the signs that they made. 
Thi3 nymph of the Nile was called by nick-name Ire- 
pone, which signifies some animal that destroys mice, 
but whether of the ferret or snake kind, Mr. Bruce 
could not perfectly understand ; sometimes it was one, 
and sometimes another, but which it was he thought 
of no great importance. 

After disposing of some of their stock in purchases, 
she thought herself obliged to rehder our travellers an 
account, and give back the residue at night to Woldo, 
with a protestation that she had not stolen or kept any 
thing to herself. Mr. Bruce looked upon this regular 
accounting as an ungenerous treatment of their bene- 
factress. Mr. Bruce called on Woldo, and made him 
produce a parcel that contained the same with the 
first commodities they had given her ; and tliis con- 
sisted of beads, antimony, small scissors, knives, and 
lai^e needles. He then brought out a packet of the 
same that had not been broken, and told her, they 
were intended to be distributed among her friends, 
and that thev exnected no account from her : on the 



of trifles he ailded one oitiicp of Eold, yalue obout fiiVf 
aliilliagti iterling, which tis thunKliCirfltild defray th^ir 
pxpfnsea alt the tiine thej lUid ; and, haiini; navr 
pBrrec:Uy iUTBiigi>d the economy of tlieir family, no- 
tuin^ remained but to mike the prupcr obaervaUan. 

place for fixing hit tlock ; ha wa* therefore iibLl^od j 



crDHiied lo lee them, and they breaktuUed ia pabtie. J 
wi'h <ery ^reut clieL'rftitReUi. Trie ntiite cow wk* ^ 
hillFd, and every one was Invited to liii share of lier. ' 
TheShutn, priest of theriver.woaldlikeiviaehsve been 
oF (he puny, but he declined either siilliig or eating 

s princlpul fountain and altar 



already luentiiiiitKl.oni 

ussornhl« t he he»d5 of i 
a black heifer tliat nev 
lieadof it mto thia fou 



ans; und having eaeriflced 
■re a calf, they plunge iha 
; they then wrap I 






en, after having 1 
ilde within and without with water fmni 

The carcaiM ia then split in lialf, and 
xtraordloBry care j and, thus prepared, 

tlie iillloislt over the flnt tbuntain, aid J 
er with lb water, while the eldem at' I 



(i^uat ant be in unv d isli) from the two othf^r fouD' I 
tnlits ; tiiey then assemble npnn the Bmall hill a liitle | 
west of St. Michael, (it used to be the pkce whers J 
tlie uhurch now standi.) tlicre tliey divide the carcasa ^ 
into pieces oorreapondlfig to the number of the tribes; 
and L'neh Irihe has its prJvJJr?!?, w firwrntJons, «> 
jiiirllcular parts, which are not in proportion to the 
jiresent eoiistquKnce nf the seversl clam. Geesh has 



a principal slice, UiousiUliewi 



aossjde cable te 
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ritoiy of the whole ; Sacala has the next : and See- 
gam, the most considerable of them all in power and 
riches, has the least of the whole. After having eaten 
the carcase raw, according to their onstoro, and 
drunk the Nile water, to the exclusion of any other 
liquor, they pile up the bones on the i^ace where they 
sit, and bum them to ashes. 

This used to be performed where the church now 
stands; but Has Sela Christos, having lieaten the 
Agows, and being doBirous, at the histig^tion of the 
Jesuits, to convert them to Christianity, he demolished 
their altar wliere the bones were burnt, and built a 
church upon the site, the doors of which, Mr. Bruce 
believes, were never opened since that reign, nor is 
there now, as far as he could perceive, any Christian 
there who mi^ht wish to see it frequented. After 
Sela Christos had demolished their aliar by building 
this church, they ate the carcase, and burnt the bones 
on the top of the mountain of Geesh, out of the way 
of profanation, where the vestiges of this ceremony 
may yet be tseen ; but probably the fatigue attending 
this, and the great indifference their late governors 
have had for Chris lianity, liave brought them back to 
a small hillock by the side of the marsh, went of St. 
Michuel'f' Churcii, and a little tcfthe southward, where 
tliey perform this solemnity every year, and they will 
j^robably resume their tirst altar when the church is 
tailcn to ruuis, which they are every day privately 
hastening. 

Ha'ving finished their bloody banquet, they carry 
the head, close wrapt from sight in the hide, into the 
cavern, which they say reaches below the fountains, 
and there, by a common li^ht, without torches, or a 
number of candles, as denotmg a solemnity, they per- 
form their worship, the particulars of which Mr. Bruce 
never could learn ; it is a piece of free-masonry, which 
every body knows, and nobody ventures to reveal. 
At a certain time of the night they leave the cave, 
but at what time, or by what rule, our traveller could 



I 



Uiey tell him nliaCtS 



uol learn i nelUier would tlit„ ._ 

of the bead, wliGtlirr it was eaten or buried, 
LOiiBumed. The AbvsslnEima have a atory, pro 
crcutadliylLvinselvn, thuctbe devil Bp)N'ard 10 
and witli bliu Uie; eiit llie head, siveurlng obei 
to bliD apoQ certuin condltianB, that or scndini; 
and a BOod Beaaon fortiieir bees and eaWie ; ho- 
this muy be, it is eertaiTi, that tbey pray to the 
--'-"— 'n the rifer, '^ -.. ^-.. 



I Inndlord, the Sbura, made no acrupla 
eitiDg his ptayern for eeisonable rain, for plei 

E:ii»», 6m the preservation of aarpfinta, atleastt 
Ind of this reptile : he also depref^tod tbnni 
tbtaepmyer3,whii:hbflpraz]ourLr;ed'very pathetl 

■■ Most High Gwl, Saviour ol' the World;" o 
Other words Mr. Bruce could not well judge, b 
the Interpretulion of Woldo. These titlcn, ban 
of dirinity wbich he gave to the rirer, be coulii 
fectly comprehend viithouC an interpreter : an 
thefle only he Is a voucher' 

Mr. Bruce asked ihe priest, Into whose good g 
he had purposely Inslunated himself, if ererany 
hod been seen by biin ? He answered, without h 



frequently. He said ht 
oftbe" 



ie3d,ai 
lull,',} under a tree, which besli 
listBDce, who told hiin of th 



und heartily, from which be knew _ . 

beful hiui frum hie vlaitun. Hr. Brnco it»k«d 1 
III! could prevail on the >pirit to appenr to him, 
said lie could nut veutare to make [hut request. 
Bald he wls of a very oranefal S^nre and appear 
Jte Ehon^ht lullicc older tlian middle »gu ; butb 
dona chiwe to look tLthiaUc£',^wbiidalang 
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beard ; liu clothes not like theirs of leather, but like 
silk, of the fushion of the country. Mr. Bruce asked 
him how he was certain it was not a man ? he laughed, 
or rather sneered, shaking his head, and saying, '* No, 
no, it is no man, but a spirit." Mr. Bmce then de- 
sired to know why he prayed against thunder. He 
said, because it was hurtful to the bees, their great re- 
venue being honey and wax ; then, why he prayed 
for serpents? he replied, because they taught him the 
coming of good or evil. It seems they have all several 
of these creatures in the neighbourhood, and the richer 
sort always in their houses, whom they take care of, 
und feed before tbey undertake a journey, or any 
affair of consequence. They take tnis animal from 
his hole, and put butter and milk before him, of which 
lie is extravagantly fond ; if he does not eat, ill-fortune 
is near at hand. 

Before an invasion of the Galla, or an inroad of 
tlie enemy, they say these serpents disappear, and are 
nowhere to be found. Fasil, the sagacious and cun- 
ning governor of the country, was, as it was said, 
greatly addicted to this species of divination, insomuch 
as never to mount his horse, or go from home, if an 
smimal of this kind, which he had in his keeping, re- 
fuse! to eat. 

The Shuin's name was Kefla Abay, or Servant of 
the River ; he was a man about seventy, not very lean, 
but iufirm, fully as much so as might have been ex- 
pected from that age. He conceived that he might 
have had eighty-four or eighty-five children. That 
honourable charge which he possessed had been in his 
lamil y from the beginning of the world, as he imagined. 
Indeed, if all his predecessors had as numerous fami- 
lies as lie, there was no probabilty of the succession 
il'jvolving to strangers. He had a long white beard, 
aud very moderately thick ; an ornament rare in 
Abyssinia, where they have seldom any hair upon 
their chin. He had round his body a skin wrapt and 
tied with a broad belt. Above this he wore a cloak 



no ORr lie approaclied tlie bag where the Nile ri>»», 
wiiich our tniiellera were all Ukewiae nbliged to rla 

otiicr use of it. None ul' tlie inhab'iuuiM of Geeth.- 
nuh tliemietfei, or tlipir cloUieB, in Ihf Kile, bu 
B ilream lliat Uls fram the iiiDiiiiUitiof Qeesli dami' 
into llie plain or Asmii, wliich runs suuib, und meet* 
tlie ^Ue la itd turci nortJivard, poMlug the counOJ Af 
tUe OBfiiM and GoDgua. 

The Agows, in wlioaa ooDnti? t)ia Ifllo ilsei, •»,' 
in point or number, one nf tlio most coiulderalilii nft- 
■aAbyajipiia; when «ieir wlipli! torof ' " ' ' 



whioli seldom liapjiens, Ihey tail bring lo Ihe fiekf 
e powerful; 



a great number ol' loot. Tliny n 



. , leGalta, 

have mucta diniuiiaheil tlielr strength. The country. 
Indeed, IB still rullofinhabi^HDtBi but Trom their Ilia- 
turyweleBm, that ope elan, called Zeegini, main- 
tained >liG{ly a nur against Ihe klnghliuMif, fromtbi 
time uFSDCiidDS to that of Viuaus the Great, who, 

aoii that another clan, the Deiuula, in like manniT 

Y«sou« II. all nf themaetite princes. , Their rielies, 
lic»VQver,are still greater thuu their fo«tr, for Ihouslt i 
their province in h-ngUi hi 1.0 whereflO miles, nor hulf ■ 
(JjBt ill bruikdib, yet Uundar and all the nei^hbDur* 
country depend fur the nMekBarieaorhfe, cattle, hoi 
butter.whe.it, hides, wax, aiid a number of such a 
ck'B, upon the Agoiva,wlio come constantly in suet 
slon, a tiiou«aad and Hl'teen iiuridred ut a lime, loiu 
with these Gomninditles, to the caplla). Aatliedep 
dciicu upon the A'jows is for their proiluce nil 
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diiional tribute, instead of their military service ; the 
necessities of the times have sometimes altered tliese 
wise regulations, and between their attacliment to 
Fasil, and afterwards to Ras J^chael, they have been 
very much reduced, whereby the state hath suffered. 

It may naturally be supposed, tliat, in a long car- 
riage, such as that of an hundred miles in such a cli- 
mate, butter must melt, and be in a state of fusion, 
consequently very near putrefaction: this is prevented 
by the root of an herb, called Moc-moco, yellow in 
colour, and in shape nearly resembling a carrot; this 
they bruise and mix with their butter, and a very 
small quantity preserves it fresh for a considerable 
time ; and this is agreat saving and convenience; for, 
suppoiiing salt was employed, it is very doubtful W it 
would answer the intention : besides, salt is a money 
in tins country, being circulated in the form of 
wedges, or bricks, it serves the purpose of silver coin, 
and in the change of f?old ; so tnat this herb is of the 
utinost use in preventing tlie increase in price of this 
neee-sary article, which is the principal food of all 
ranks of people in this country. 

Besides the market of Gondar, the neighbouring 
black savasres, the woolly-headed Shangalla purchase 
the greatest part of these commodities from them, and 
many others, which they bring from the capital when 
they return thence ; they receive in exchange ele- 
phants* teeih, rhinoceros* horns, gold in small pellets, 
and a quantity of very fine cloth ; of which goods 
they might receive a much better quantity, were 
they content to cultivate trade in a fair way, without 
making inroads upon these savages for the sake of 
slaves, and thereby disturbini; them in their occupa- 
tions of seeking for gold and hnntin<; the elephant. 

The clothing of the Agows is all of hides, which 
they soften and manufacture in a method peculiar to 
themselves ; and this they wear in the rainy season, 
when the weather is cold, for here the rainy seasons 
are of long duration and violent, which still increases 



learPTj'oii npptooeh llie LItie, Tbe yoimfrerioiV 

chiefly nuked, the mnrriMl woiren ctminp I&eir 

ilren about yiilli tbciq npon llirir btda; 111'" 

hliig 14 like a eliirt down to tlivlr f>«l, >nd criri! 

h n bdtnr )cJnlle abmit tbeir middle ; tije laircr 

ft nf it ripseniblea a. large double j'etliPQat, one ply 

wbicli •ti'-j lum back over tbelr tboalden, fublen- 

s it Willi u brooch, ar slu^er, ncroat tb«ir lireaat 

■lore. Bud rarrylng lheir«hiidreii in It bebliid. Tile 

timcii ure emerallv thin, and, Uhi- llie men, below 

lemlddltHTie. There in nnsuch IhiiigsabiirrenncsB 

.nomi umong Umm. They begin 'lo bear oliililreu 

iL-loni elcveu ; ttacy ntarrf (n^nerallj about that oga, 

itid are njarrbiw^ble two yearn betbre ; they are past 

cbiH-bterin^ before tbey ire thirty, Uiooghtliere ore 

eeveml In9i4iiici:3 ro the contrary. 

BeBidL<9 M'liiit tliey aeU, and whatTher pay to the 
^ovcrnur of Daniot, tbe Agowa have apariitulor tri- 
bute whiuh Ihey present Id the king : one tliDueand 
dobra ol* honey, each ditbra coiilaiuing about eijrty 
paand 3' weight, beingalurge cnrihen veaacl. Tlipy 
pay, inoreoter, tirceen hundred men aru) tUOD oducm 
oi'iiHld; foraiBriy the number of jars of honey vaa 
fnur thoosand, butsererul nftlieeevilUKestH'lDgdiiily 
fiiven 10 private people by the king, llie quantity fa 
diiniiiifhea by tbe quota bo olienated. Tbe butter it 
kU soldiaiidbluc«ttiefHtslbatileo>'BanjR, thekine^ 
Bhare cornea ouly to abuot one tlinusaiid jars. Tile 
DliiceT Ihat keeps til e aecounr, and iteei Ibe rent paid, 
id called Agow Mlilker ; his post ie north one thouaiind 
ounces ofguld; and by Ihii it may be jodged with 
whnl economy this revenue it eollevted. 

Though Mr. Bruce had witli him two lar;re (ents 
snlBdent for bis people, he was ad* issd 10 take poB- 
seBSion of the houiitg to aeenre Iheir nmies and horiFes 
from ihievesin the nwht.saalBO Ironi iheawsalCe of 
wild beaits, of whii^ tlik country is full. Almon 
errry aniall collection of hoase^ hat behind it a inrge 
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a prodigious capacity, and which must have been a 
work of great labour. It is not possible, at this dis- 
tance of time, to say whether these cavertis were the 
ancient habitation .-^f the Agows when they were Tro- 
glodytes, or whether they were intended for retreats 
upon any alarm of an irruption of the Galla into their 
country. 

On tiie9th of November, Mr. Brace having finished 
his memorandum relating to these remarkable places, 
traced again on foot the whole course of this river 
from its source to the plain of Goutto. He was un- 
attended by any one, having with him only two hunt- 
ing dogii, and his gun in his hand. The quantity of 
game of all sorts, especially the deer kind, was in- 
deed surprising ; but, though he was as usual, a very 
successful sportsman, he was obliged, for want of help, 
to leave each deer where he fell. They sleep in the 
wild oats, and do not rise till you are about to tread 
upon I hem, and then stare at you for half a minute 
before they attempt to run off. 

Our traveller having now finished his business, no- 
thing remained but to depart. He had passed the 
time in perfect harmony : the address of VVoldo, and 
the great attachment of his friend Irepone, had kept 
the house in a cheerful abundance. They had lived, 
it is true, too map;niticently for philosophers, but nei- 
tJier idly nor riotously ; and probably never will any 
80ven:i(jn of Geesh be again so popular, or reign over 
Ids subjects with greater mildness. Mr. Bruce had 
practised medicine gratis, and killed, for three days 
successively, a cow each day, for the poor and the 
neighbours. He had clothed the high priest of the 
Nile from head to toot, as also his two sons, and de- 
corated two of his daughters with beads of all the 
colours of the nunbow, adding every otlier little pre- 
sent tliey seemed fond of, or that our travellers 
tliought would be agreeable. As for the amiable Ire- 
pone, he had reserved forlierthe choicest of his pre- 
sents, tile most valuable of every article he had with 
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him, and « large proportion of ewerj one of them * 
be fuio gave her some g^ld ; bat she, more generooe 
aud nobler in her sentiments than the others, teemed 
to pay little attention to these things that annoanced 
to Iter the separation from her friends ; she tore iMir 
fine hair, which she had every day before brakied in 
a newer and more gracefal manner ; she threw herself 
upon the ground iu the house, and refused to see oar 
truvellers mount on horsebaclc or tike their leave, 
and came not to the door till they were already aet 
out, then followed them with liergood wLsh^andher 
eyes aa far as she could sec or he beard. 

Mr. Bruce took his leave of Kefla Abay, the vene- 
rabie priest of the most famous river in the worid, who 
rccomaiended him with great earnestness to the care 
of his god, which, as Straics humourously observed, 
meant nothinu; less than that he hoped the devil 
would take him. All the youn<? men in the village, 
with lances and shields, attended our travellers to St. 
Michael Sacala, that is to the borders of their own dis- 
trict, and the limits of Mr. Bruce's little i?overeignty. 

On the 10th of November, 1770, Mr. Bruce, and 
his party left Geesh, on his return to Gondar, and 
next day halted at Welled Abea Abbo, the house of 
Shalaka Welled Amlac. Tiiis man, so(m after Mr. 
Bruce's arrival in Abyssinia, had been recommended 
to his care by his friend Ay to Aylo. He had with him 
two servants, one of whom, as well as his master, 
was ill of the intermitting fever. As our traveller 
was abundantly supplied with every necessary by the 
Itej^he, the only inconvenience he suffered by this was, 
that of bringing a stranger and a diseuse*^ into his 
family. Being, however, in a strange country him- 
self, and daily standing in need of the assistance of 
its inhabitants, he perceived the policy of rendering 
services whenever opportunity offered ; and, accord- 
ingly, received his two patients with the best possible 
grace. To this he was the more induced as he was 
iiiformed that Welled Amlac was one of the mobt 
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Sowerfuly resolute, and best attended robbers in nil 
faitsha : that this man's country lay directly in his 
way to the source of the Nile ; and that under his 
protection he might bid defiance to Woodase Asahel, 
who was considered as the great obtitacie to that 
journey. After several weeksrillneas the patient re- 
covered. When lie first came to Mr. Brace's house, 
he was but indifferently clothed ; and, having no 
change, his apparel naturally grew worse, so that 
when his disease; had entirely left him he made a very 
begi^arly appearance indeed. One evening Mr. Bruce 
remarked that he could not go home to his own 
country without kissinff the ground before the Iteghe, 
by whose bounty he had been all this time supported. 
He replied, *' Surely not;" adding tbait he was ready 
to go whenever wr, Bruce should think proper to 
ffire him liis clothes. The latter imagined that Wel- 
led Amlac might have brought with him some chango 
of apparel, and delivered it into the custody of our 
traveller's servant ; but, on fiirther explanation, he 
found that his patient had not a rag but what was 
on his back, and he plainly told Mr. Bruce, that he 
would rather stay in his house all his life than he so 
disgraced beforethe world as to leave it after so long 
a stay, without his first clothing him from head to 
foot ; asking with much confidence : '* What signifies 
your curing me, if you turn me out of your house like 
a beggar." Mr. Bruce still thought there was some- 
thing of jest in this, and meeting Ay to Aylo, told 
him laughing of the conversation that hail passed. 
** Thert) u no doubt," answered he, very gravely, 
** that you must clothe him ; it is the custom." *< And 
his servant too V* asked Mr. Bruce. ** Certainly, his 
servant too : and if he had ten servants that ate and 
drank in your house, you must clothe them all."—" I 
think," rejoined our traveller, ** that a physician, at 
this rate, had much better let his patients die than 
recover them at his own expense." — " Yagoube,'' said 
his iiiend, *' 1 see this is not a custom in your coun« 



tiy, bat here itlnvsrlabiy 19; and If you would pau 
for a man ofcaiuequFiiceyaucBnDDtaToid coiupljinf; 
^itbh, ■mless yoaVuulil make Welled Aoilac jouf 
enemy. Tbe taaa is upnieni ; it is not far the lalue 
HI tli» cjothee, but be tlilolce bis iiuportsnce ainaitg 
bis Doigbboun is measured b; the refipectibeimhtin 
by people alar oil'. Never frar, be will make you 
ennieklad ofrecDrnj and us for bl> clothei, I thtU 
PUT tor tbetD." "By 110 iDrai»,"re|ili"d Mr. firoM; 
■> 1 tbink the custom so curinus, tbat thB knowledge 
of It ia wortb tae price at tbe c1otb», nnd I luure 
juu that intending aa I do 10 go through MallabSi I 
coneider it u u ^Ce Of fiieudiblp in yon to haie 
brOBSbC ma under thl» ilFllgntlon." After thii eigilo- 

0. girdle, andiipairof aaiidals.amoiintia^iDtliB wlinic 
to about two guineas, wLicb Welled Amlac racelred 
with tbe same indifference as if he had been purcliae- 
ing them for reudy moiiey. Ue then asked for bia 
tervant'ii clotbeB, irhiah. iie observed, were too good, 
and hinted tliat be abonld tak< them for bia own usa 
when be arrived at Maitshii. In bisnawdresa here- 
pnlred to the Iteghe, who gate blm strict injonctions 
ta take oare of Mr. Bruce if ever be ahoald come 

knew what had became of Welled Ainlao till ha 
readied hiB house ut Welled Abea Abbo. 

Tlie niaaler at' the house bnppened to he from liana ; 
butMr. Bruce was kindly received by hlimfe,niaciur) 
and Bisters, wbu, without waiting for the landlonly 
directed a cow to be iiutautly slaughtered. ''^- 



girla ; but Faaii's wife, who was there, was tha mogt 
beautiful and gracei'nl of them all ; she seemed not th 
be more than eighteen, tall, thin, and of >l very agree- 
able carriage and manners. The features of her face 
were very regular ; she had tine eyci, mouth, and 
luelh, and dark bmviu complexion ;' at HrsC ai<;hi a 
tail of meiadcholy seeioei to hnug mmn her coniile- 
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nance, but this soon vanished, and she became very 
courteous, cheerful, and the most conversible of the 
whole, or at least wished to be so ; but unfortunately 
she spuke not a word of any language but Gallu. 
The two sisters went out to assist Mr. Bruce's ser- 
vants in disposing the baggage ; but when the latter 
had pitched the tent, and were about to lay the mat- 
tress for sleeping upon, the eldest interrupted them, 
and not being able to make herself understood by 
the Greeks, she took it up and threw it out of the 
tent-door. No abuse or opprobrious names were 
spared by the servants ; one of whom went to tell 
their master of her impudence, and that if they un- 
derstood her, she said he was to sleep with her that 
ni^ht, adding they believed they had got into a house 
ot thieves and murderers. The girl herself now en- 
tered into a violent passion ; she told her tale to the 
matrons with |^eat energy, and a volubility of tongue, 
past imagination, at which they all laughed heartily. 
Welled Amiac soon afterwards arrived. Another 
cow was killed, great plenty of hydromel produced, 
and he prepared to regale the strangers as sumptu- 
ously as possible, after the manner of the country. 
Here Mr. Bruce, as he had often been before, was 
obliged to overcome his repugnance to eating raw 
flesh. This Polyphemus feast being finished, the 
horn of hydromel went briskly about. Welled Ara- 
lac's eldest sister, whose name was Melectaiiea, took 
a particular charge of our traveller, who began to 
find the necessity of retiring and going to bed while 
he was able. Here the former story was repeated ; 
the invariable custom of all Maitsha, and the coun- 
try of the Galla, of establishing a relationship by 
sleeping with a near of kin was enlarged upon ; and 
as the young lady herself was there, and presented 
every horn of drink during this polite discussion con- 
cerning her person, it might, perhaps, be thought a 
greater breach of delicacy to have refused than to 
have '^'om plied. 
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It falU, however, into a magnifiooit bason above 400 
yards square, and very deep, in vhicli are large fish 
(Q frreat plenty, bat no crocodiles. 

Mr. Bruce, having satisfied his curiosity as to the 
Jemma, began to reproach his attendants about the 
jianic whicn they relt the night before on hearing 
from Welled Amlac that it would be impossible to 
proceed to the ford of the Abay, on account of a 
quarrel between two neighboaring Shnms. <'Yoa 
see," said he, " what danger there is. Welled Amlac 
is with us upon a mule without lance or shields, and 
accompanied only by two naked servants." Though 
this was spoken in a language, of which it was im- 
possible Amlac could understand a syllable, yet Le 
immediately apprehended, in purt, what Mr. Bruce 
meant to say. ** You are now in Maitsha," he ob- 
served, " and not in my country, which is Goutto ; 
you are now in the worst country in all Abyssinia, 
where the brother kills his brother for a loaf of bread, 
of which he has no need ; you are in a country of 
Pagans or dogs, Galla and worse than Galla ; iV ever 
you meet an old man here he is a stranger ; all that 
are natives die by the lance young ; and yet, though 
the two chieftains I mentioned fip^ht to day, unarmed 
as I am, you are in no danger while I am with you. 
These people of Maitsha, shut up between the Jem- 
ma, the Nile, and the Lake, cannot obtaia what they 
want but froni the Agows ; they come to the same 
market with us here in Goutto. The fords of the 
Jemmci, they know, are in ray bauds; and did they 
offer any injury to a friend of mine, were it but to 
whistle as he passed them, they know I am not gen- 
tle; they are sensible that though not a Galla, I 
should one day or other call them to account, though 
it were in the bed-chamber of their master Fasil." — 
" Your master too, Welled Amlac, with your leave," 
replied Mr. Bruce. " Yus, mine too," said he, " by 
force, but he never shall be by incliniitiou, after mur- 
dering Kasmati Eshte. He calls mt: hiss btc^Wvu^ .,^^^^}^ 
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'< I thank you for it Welled Amlac ; first forcarr 
us to that charming ford, where, with one of 
strongest and ablest horses in the world, I had m 
perislied ; and, secondly, for your pious wish to di^^ 
of us out of the regions of raiu and cold, into i 
warm quarters in company with Dathanund Abin 
— '* I did not know you were there," rejoined he 
heard that you had staid at Gundar to bring up 
black horse. I saw, indeed, with the Rus, a v 
man who hud a good hanger and gun ; but his i 
wjs weak, and he himself seemed sick. As I retu 
I could have carried him otf in the night, but 1 1 
perhaps it is the brother of Yagouhe, my friend 
physician ; lie is wiiite like him ; and for your 
I left him."—" And pray," asked Mr. Bruce, " > 
did you after we passed the Abay ?" "After I 
seen that devil, Ras Michael, over," said Welled 
lac, " I returned under the pretext of assisting I 
Yasou* there; and being joined by all my people 
fell upon the stragglers wherever we could find tJ 
We took 17 guns, 12 horses, and about 200 n 
and asses, laden, and so returned home, leaving 
re^it to Fasil, who, if he had been a man, sh 
liave cut you all to pieces the following day." — " 
what did you," inquired our traveller, "with t 
stragglers whom you met and robbed ? did you 
them?" — " We always kill lliem," answered Am 
*• we spare none. We never do a man an injury, 
leave him alive to revenge it upon us afterwards, 
it was really the same; they were all sick and v> 

nniJ thf> hv:¥>Ti!J wrrnlrl li«v*» finiiilu»rl tlipin ir 
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Ilie ollKT oil Iha Kuat aide of tlie river. They hsd 
settled alltlieirditferencea. and had eaeb tilled secB" 
ral cows lorB^ethenuelvCBSudtlielJ' frlaiida, wlilck 
was all tho blood tiled thu t ilay. 

Tae Nile here a a consideratile river, itn hreaitlh 
bL'ing at Ma time full three qoBrterB of an Bncrlisli 
mile. The current a very genlla, and wliere deep, 
yon can uareely perceive It flow. The baiiki on tlw 
eaut Bide were very higb oud eteep ; and on tlie west, 
ut the first entrance, tbe bottom is sol^ and b^, tin 
nuter Ibor feet and a balf d(!ep j bat you sinlL ^UIJL , 
another foot in the slay. Out tarelletv gained wi^ 1 
dllHculty the middle of tbe river, where the bottom ' 
was firm, end there they rested a liule. WJiilatthey 
were wading near the other side, they found foul 

Eaund, bnt the water was sliallow, and the banks 
w and easy to ascend. The river side, as fat ai 
tlicy conldsee, wbb bare and destitute of wood of any 
kinil, onlj bordered with tlilstlea and high grEss, and 
the wulei tinged deep with red eartii, of whieli Its 
banksarecompoaed. Tiiis pnssage is called DelukUB, 
andia pasBable from the end olOclnhcr to the middle 
of May. immediately on tlw tLip (iftl)e hill aeoend- 
jug IVom the river is llie i<inuli townuf Ddaku?, 
Wliioh gi'ES this fonl its nunie ; it in more conaidcr- 
ulile in appearance than the ^cnemlity oi these smell 
losms or vUla;:e*in Abywinia, because in hubi led hy 
JMuhometuns only, a trading, frugal, uitelli^ent, siiil 
industrious people. 

Their conductor, Welled AmUc, pot uur truveilon 
in mind of the service heliad rendered them, andtbey 
were not unmuidful of faint. He had been nicclruli 
with very great respect by thecombatantaontheeaiil 
bdnk, and it is incredible with what expedition ha 
swallowed near a pound of raw ile.'Ji cut Iroio tlia 
bnttocks iif tlic aiiimul yet alive. Aflor some lioi'iia 
ijf hvdromel, he pasuort on the other aide, where lie 
WHS received willi sW\ roive affii^rtwu, \f pofsihle, l,y 
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Welleta Michael, the other chief, and there he began 
again to eat the raw meat with an appetite as keen 
a» if he had fasted for whole days : he tiien consigned 
oor travellers to Ajto Welleta Michael, his mend, 
who iiimished them with a servant to conduct them 
on their way, while he himself remained that night at 
the ford. 

They left the ibrd at five in the evening; and, pur- 
suing their journey north, they passed the small town 
of ])elukns, continuing along the hill among little 
spots of brush- wood, and small fields of com inter- 
mixed. When they reached the village of Googae 
it was night, and thev could jproceed no forther. 
They found the inhabitants oi Gocw^e the most 
savage and inhospitable people they had yet met with. 
On no accoQUt would they suffer our travellers to 
enter their houses, and they were consequently 
obliged to remain without the greatest part of the 
night. At last they were conducted to a house of 
^ood appearance, but could not procure food cither 
for theiiiselves or their horses. As it had rained vio- 
lentlv in the evening, and thev were all wet, thev 
kindled a large fire in the middle of the house, whicn 
they kept up all night, as well for a guard as to dry 
themselves, and to this precaution they probably 
owed their lives : fol* the^ found in the morning that 
the whole viUage was sick of the fever, and that 
two families had died out of the house into which 
tliey had been put. Weary and wet, Mr. Bruce had 
slept on the ground by the fire six whole hours ; and 
on receiving this information, though really well, he 
could not persuade himself that there was not some 
symptom of fever upon him. By way of precaution 
he took a dose of bark infused in aquavit&e, and by 
burning abundance of myrrh and frankincense, and 
fumigating themselves, our travellers obviated any 
ill consequences that might have ensued. 

The fever, which prevails in all low grounds and 
plains in the neig;libourhood of rivers, is a malignant 
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pecially that part called KoUela, between Ibaba, and 
Gojam, where all the principal Ozoros have houses 
and possessions, which nave descended to them from 
their respective ancestors when kings. 

Though Maitsha is peculiarly the appendage of the 
Betwuoet, and governed by him, yet it has a parti- 
cular government of its own. The ninety-nine Soums, 
who are each a distinct family of Oalla, chuse a kinpr, 
like the Pag^an Galla, every seventh year, with all 
the ceremonies anciently observed while they were 
Pagans, and these governors possess much more in- 
fluence over them thim the Kins or the Betwudet. 
Hence, in Mr. Bruce's time at kast, they were in 
constant rebellion, by which their number was greatly 
diminished, so that it did not then exceed 10,000 
men; Ras Michael having every where destroyed 
their houses, and carried into slavery their wives and 
children, who, beinp: sold to Mahometan merchants, 
were transported to Masaiah, and thence to Arabia. 

On the IDch Mr. Bruce sent forward his attendants 
and baggage to Gondar, where they arrived at one 
o'clock, while he himself proceeded to Koscam, ac- 
companied only by one servant, from the di^sire of 
Instantly knowing the state of Ozoro Esther's health, 
and of avoiding Fasil till he knew a little more cou- 
cerning Ras Miciiael and the King. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Transactions at Gk>ndar— Treachery of Abba Sftlanui— ]Ir> 
Brace's intervlevrs with the Iteghe, and with 8oefaiia»— 
Their flight from G^ ndar— Trial and Ezpcation of Afete 
Salama and Ouebra Denghel— Unhappy Fate of WdMa 
Selasse, daughter of the latter— The King recdvet a vliH 
from a Savage Chief of the Galla— Horrible Custom pne- 
tised after a battle— Mr. Btacn is rewarded bjr tbo Ktaf 
with a gold chain— His preparbtions for leaTiog Abywiiifat 
—His lust interview with the Iteghe and the m<»iks. 

On Mr. Broces's arrival at Qondar, he foand that 
capital surrounded by several bodies of troops, under 
the conduct of some of the chief men of toe Abyi- 
siniau court, all of whom were in arms, though itiQ 
only acting on the defensive. Our traveller could not 
see the queen, who had retired to her apartment unto 
the pretence of devotion, but rather firam disgnst and 
melancholy, on perceiving that every thing, however 
the contrary might lie intended, seem^ to consirire 
to bring about the return of Ras Michael, the event 
which she dreaded more than any other. He then 
repaired to the residence of Ozoro Esther, and there 
found the Acab Saat, Abba Salama, who had excom- 
municated, and afterwards contrived, the murder of 
her uncle Kasmati Eshte, and had also a principal 
share in that of Joas himself. He had sent to Fasil, 
as the latter informed Mr. Bruce, desiring that he 
mi'^ht not be permitted to proceed to the head of the 
Nile, and that from no other reason but hatred to him 
as a Frank. They bowed at meeting, like two not 
very cordial friends, and he immediately began a 
very ill-natured admonitory discourse, addressed for 
the most part to Ozoro Esther, on the mischief of 
suffering Franks to remain at liberty in the country, 
and to meddle in affairs. " If it be me, father?" $aid 
Mr. Bruce, interruptins him with a laugh, " whom 
you mean by the word Frank, I have, without your 
advice, gone whither I intended, and returned in 
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wishes you out oi' the country ?" — " I do, 
and heartily," s lid Mr. Bruce, " tor one ; 1 
you luive just lieard was hi consequence of a 
piece of i.dvice that Abba Salaiuu has he( 
111 e."— "Father, father," said Confu, turnh 
very sternly, " do you not think tlie measur 
j^okI deeds in yet near full? Do you not 
place, Kasmati Eshte's house, surrounded by t 
of uiy father Michael, and do you still thii 
self in safety, when you have so lately exc 
cuted both the King and the Ras ? Look y« 
he, turning to his mother, "what dojifs th 
of tbiij country are ; that Pagan there, who c 
self a Christian, charitably recommended it 
to rob or murder Yagoube, a stranger offen 
body, when he got him among his Galla in 
This did not succeed. He then persuaded ' 
Asahel to send a party of robbers from Sai 
intercept him in Maitsha. Coque Abou Ba 
self told me it was at that infidel's desire he s 
leto Selasse, of Guesque, with a party to cut 
and that this narrowly missed him at De^ 
and all this for what? I could swear the 
not have found ten ounces of gold upon him 
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mother's feet, with an elevated voice and a furions 
countenance, turning to Abba Salama, he esdaimed: 
** And I too am now nobody ; a boy ! a child f '% 
mockery to three such Pagan infidels as yoa, Fasil, 
and Abou Barea, because Ras Michael is away V* 
— *' You are excommunicated, Confu," said tile Actd> 
Saat, with great composure, and without any seem- 
ing i nger ; " you are excommunicated if you say I 
am in mfidel or Pagan ; I am a CUristian priest. ~ 
*' A priest of the devil !" retorted Confu, in a vehe- 
ment passion — ^'wine ancl women, gluttony, lyinff, 
and drniikenness— these are your gods! Awayr* 
continued he, patting liis hand to his knife; *'by St. 
Michael I sweur, ten days shall not pass before 1 
teach both Coque Abou Barea and you your duty. 
Come, Yagoube, come and see my horses j when 1 
have put a good man on each of them, we will, to- 
geilier hunt your enemies to Sennaar." He then 
swan;^ hastily out of the door, followed by Mr. Bruce, 
leaving Abba Salama dyinyj with fear, as Ozoro 
Esther afterwards related, and saying only to her as 
he went away : " lie.neiuber, I did not excommuni- 
cate him." From this conversation, Mr. Bruce tirst 
learned what imminent dangers he had escaped during 
his recent expedition to the sources of the Nile. 

It was not till the 2ddof November, that he had an 
interview with the Iteghe. She sent for him early 
ill the morning, and had a large breakfast prepared. 
She looked much worn and indisposed. Wheu Mr. 
Bruce tirst cume into her presence, lie knelt with his 
forehead to the jrround. She assumed a very serious 
countenance, and without desiring him to rise, said 
gravely to those about her: "There, see that mad- 
man, who hi times like these, when we, the natives 
of the country are not safe in our own houses, rashly. 
aQiiin&t »U advice, runs out into the fields to be hunted 
liKe a wild beast by every robber, of which the 
country is full." She then made him a sign to rise, 
which he did, and kissed her hand. ** Madam," said 
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he, " if I did this, it was in con8eq[Tieiice of the prood 
lessons your majesty deigned to give roe." — '* Me !" 
said she, with surprise, ** was it I tliat advised you, 
at sucii a time as this, to put yourself in the way of 
men like Coque Abou Barea, and Woodage Asahel, 
to be ill used, robbed, and probably murdered ?" — 
*• No," replied Mr. Bruce, ** Madam, you certainly 
never did give me such advice ; but you must own 
that every day I have heard you say, when you was 
threatened by a multitude of powerful enemies, that 
you wus not ufruid, you was in God's hands, and 
not in theirs. Now liladam, Providence has hitherto 

Erotec^ed you ; I have, in humble imitation of you, 
ad the same Christian confidence ; and I have suc- 
ceeded. I knew I was in God's hands ; and, there- 
fore, valued not the bad intentions of all the robbers 
in Abyssinia. 

A different sort of interview was tliat which Mr. 
Bruce soon afterwards had with Socinios, tlie monarch 
lately elevated to the throne by the hitriuues ot'tlie 
Iteghe and her party. Hitherto our traveller had liad 
no intircourse with the usurper, never having been 
in his presence, excepting at the trial of the mur- 
derer of Joas ; neither had he any reason to think 
that Socinios knew him, or cared more for him than 
any Greek in Gondar. He had, however, a good 
friend at court, who waked when he slept, and did 
not suiier him to remain unknown. This was Abba 
Sal.ima, who, on the 5th of December, insti'j:ated the 
king in one of liis drunken fits to sully forth from his 
palace at ni;j;lit, attended by a number of banditti to 
pi under several houses. Among these devoted houses 
was that of Mr. Bruce, who fortunately happened to 
be at Koscam. Every thing that could be carried 
away was stolen or broken ; among the rest a reflect- 
ing telescope, a barometer and thermometer ; a great 
number of papers and sketches of drawings were 
also torn and burnt. The next object of attack wii» 
the house of Mutical Aga, one of whose secv^v^-v.^ 



It wuB Hid, b]t tbe iisJid or Sacinioa Limaei^ 1 

Tlie Ibllowug niDruiD^ Mr. Bruue reixiveA a ran- I 
■uge lo reiwir to ilie piiliit.«, whither lie aecDrdingl; l| 
weiit, and was immi'dlatcly lulmUud. Socinim ttni i 
Riltitig, Ills eyes bulfchisKj, red aa icnrletwith lU .; 
prec^oing nUht'e debuuch ; lie sppearEd ta benttbut 
laameiit mach in liquor ; bis mouth full of tobaecD,- 
siiuirting the spittle to a great dltttiuee, and had so 
corvred the floor wlrJi it, that it na^ with gTes.! dif* 
tiiiDlty Ur. Bmce could chuse a cteun place lo kneel 
10 muke his obeisanGe. He was dnwteS like tlift^bta 
khig, but In sTEry othar reapect wb> bo anlUc& tliSl 
our trsveller wttB filled with horror and delBstatkm ort 
beholding the thivine su unworlhil}' occupied. 
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wLtm our traveller rose and stood before him, be 
Hemcd disconcened and unprepared to speBlc Hd 
had very Ibn persons about hini,<;] cent servants, most 
of the people of distinction h.iiiiig lel'i, Oondarund 
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te ate and drank with him. Where is all the 
>ney you received from Baa ol ^eel, of which 
ovince I am told you are still governor, though 
a conceal it ? How dare yon keep Yasine in tlwt 
yemment, and> not allow Ahdel Jelled, who is 
f slave, appointed to govern that province ?**— Mr. 
uce waitea with patience till he had finished, and 
th a slight inclination of the head, thus replied : 
'* I am no great man even in my own ooanti7 ; one 
9of of this is mv being here m yours. I arrived 
the time of the mte kinff, and I vras recommended 
hhn by his friends in Arabia. You are perfectly 
lU informed as to the great kindness he all along 
ewed me, but this was entirely from his goodness 
d no merit of mine. I never ate or drank with 
n ; it was an honoar I was incapable of aspiring to. 
istom has established the contrary ; %nd I saw no 
msure or temptation to transgress this custom, hud 
been at my option, as it was not. I have, indeed, 
icn seen him eat and drink ; tin honour which I en- 
-ed in common with his confidential servants, as an 
icer of his liouseboid. The gold you mention, which 
lave several times received from tlie late King and 
IS el Feel, I constantly spent in his service, and 
' my own honour : but at present I am neither go- 
mor of Has el Feel, nor have I any post under 
;iven,nor do I desire one. Yasine, I suppose, holds 
i from Ayto Coni'u, his superior ; but of this I 
ow nothiiig. As tor tricks on horseback, I know 
t what you mean. 1 have for many years been in 
} constant practice of horsemanship among the 
abs ; mine too is a country of horsemen, and I profess 
have attained to a degree not comiiion, the manage- 
mt both of the lance and of tire-arms ; but I am 
bufibon to shew tricks. The profession of arms 
ray birth-right, derived from my ancestors ; and 
ch these, at his desire, I have otren diverted the 
jg, as an aamsenient worthy of him, and by no 
'Hus> bciioath m»«." — " The Ui'.ig,*' crieii Socinios, 
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a Pniiik, a doj.', ■ liiir, luid a (Ime. Wliydhl van 
tell till: lte>;li(i tbat your linuw was robbeil of ^fl^ 
aaacet of boM ! Any othpr kinz thsn layMlf wnald 
order your cyea to be pulled out in a momeat, aiul 
your corcau lo be tlirown to tin dOEv." 

Hr. Bruce vra* not (lliiniay«l ; Iboonh b strangn 
and uloiie, hv fell snperior to luiih ■ beut upon ttw 
throne. "The lEwlie," luld be, "I* at prcMnt U 
KiHcani, and will iniarm you if T laid Uer «f an 
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batdc of LirnJDur, and which mi aecldsniallr left ta - 
m,v liuuw." At Iliii nioment Soelnioi •qolrtal n 
brIi uf tubacco'ipittle towird* oar tniaUar, but 
nhEtlicron piirpoae or not lis could not tolL Itaar- 
rowly luiiacd Mr. Umce. who felt very much mond. 
At this instdnt an iilil man. DranDblRBppeiirance, who 
Ml In a corner of Iho room iieilloSotiidtBL ruse, and 
in a firm tone beiau to remontinile with bim, on 
111. tri^aiment of our traviller Tliis man, as faa 
Btierwarda learned, sras liis prime-miiibter. Itoj 
Sannd.i, nephew to tfaelteslie, who bad been bunlthed 
in tlie Ute king's time. During hia Imrangue, Socl- 
nios bad bi* e.vts uiosiiy sliut, and liis mouili a)>en and 
iliiterbig tolwiTo : lie rolli'tl from side to Bide,>earBeiy 
able to preserve liis eqaillbrinm. When Sanud^ 
1, he began nilh an air of drollery : " Yon are 

. sent jou to Ko»ciini ; and 

brnig meVasine himMlf, or you will hear of it; sIbt* 
and Frank ae you are, enemy to Mary the Viriln, 
bring me the horse I" Sanuda, however, look Hr 
Brueebythehand, (Bvingina whi>per:"I>on't Tea 
hiiD, I uin here, but go borne ; aeit time yon con 
here, you will haie bones enou^li along with yon 
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i, '• To-inorn ■ " ' " ' 
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He too seemed in liquor ; and ourtrRTeHer. receiving 
« sign to witiidmw, leflt the king and bw minister 
together with great willingness, and retomed to 
Koscam. Here be related what had passed to the 
Iteghe, who ordered him to remain near Ozoro Esther, 
HS in lier service, and go no more to the palace. 

Soon after this interview the news reached Gondar 
that Ras Michai>l and liis array were on their ronrcii 
for that city. This intelligence deterroinrd Soclnios 
and the Ite^he to ilv. They first repaired to Azazo, 
where great altercations and disuuresfoliowed between 
them. The queen hud engaged the Abnna to attend 
her, and that prelate had consented upon receiving 
iifceen mules and thirty ounces of gold, whicii were 
paid accordingly : but, when on the morning of her 
departure, she sent to put the Abona in mind of ht8 
promise, his servants stoned her messAger, without 
suffering him to approach the house, but they kept 
the mules and the gold. She continued her flight 
in company with Socinios till they came to tiie bor- 
ders of Kuara, her native country. Those who had 
uiade the latter a king had never made a friend; he 
was abandoned even by Sanuda, \iU minister, who 
had taken up arms, and placed himself under the 
direction of Kas Michael. It was at length suggested 
that his presence would infallibly occasion a pursuit 
which migtit endanger the queen, her country, and 
all her friends. On this it was resolved to abandon 
tlie unworthy wretch to the soldiers, who stripped him 
naked, giving liim only a rag to cover him, and a 
good horse, and thus dismissed him to seek his fortune. 
As for the queen, she joined Fasll, who escorted her 
to tiie frontiers of Gojam, where she was received in 
triumph by her daughter Ozoro Welleta Israel, and 
Aylo her grandson, to whom half of that province 
belonged, and with them she at last rested in safety, 
after a lon^ and anxious journey. 

On the approach of the king with his army to Gon- 
dar, Mr. Bruce left that city to join it. In the even- 
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in^ of the S3d December, while they xrere mnenmA 
upon Mogetdi, several of the leading men, who bad 
taken part with Socinios atroinat the king, wera 
brought in prisoners. Among these was ChranatkiDi 
brotlier of Socinios, the Acab Saat, Abba 8«laaa.- 
and Gaebra Denghel, son-in-law ofBas Mich>el,«i>d 
one of the most amiable men in Abyssinia. Mr. Bmee 
felt much for the latter, who inrreated the kinff to 
order him to be put to death before the door of Ma 
tent, and not delivered to his cruel fathar-in-law. 
Our traveller had a great curiosity to see how Abte 
Salama would be treated ; for his head was fidl of 
what he hud read in £ui'op>ean books of the exjBm|H 
tion which churchmen enjoyed in that country from 
the jurisdiction of the civil power. 

He was mounted on a miiif, with his legs tied under 
thcanhnars belly, as were liis hands behind his back, 
liaving a rope fastened to tliein, wiiich a man held in 
his hand on one side, while niiuther took the halter of 
ihe mule on tlie other. V/liile they were untj'ing 
Abba Salama, Mr. Bruce went into the presence-' 
chamber, and stood behind the king's chair. Very 
M)on after the other prisoners were brought In, and as 
usuul thrown down violently with their faces to the 
jrround, on which they had a very rude fall, as their 
hands were hound behind them. The Acab Saat 
rose in a vehement passion ; he struggled to loose his 
hands, that he might perform the act of denouncli^ 
excommunication, which is by lifting the right hand 
and extending the fore-finger ; but findino: that im- 
possible, he cried out, " Unloose my hands, or you 
::re nil excommunicated." It was with difficulty he 
could be prevailed upon to hear the king, who, with 
great composure or rather indifference, said to him, 
'* You are the first ecclesiastical ofiicer in iny housfr* 
hold, you are the third in the whole kingdom ; bnt I 
have not yet learned that vou ever had powertocarse 

your sovereign, or exhort his snhjects to murder him. 

Vou are to be tried for this crime to-morrow j so pre- 
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pare to shew ii» your (Icfence, upon wlmt precepts o' 
Christ or his apostles, or what part of the general 
councils, you fouii(i your title to do this." — " Let my 
hands be unionised!" cried Salama violently. " I aiii 
a priest, a servant of God ; and they have power, 
says David, to put kings in chains and nobles in irons. 
And did not Samuel hew king Agag in pieces before 
the Lord ? I excommunicate you Tecla Haimanout." 
"NVhile he was goinjr on in this manner, Tecla Mariam, 
son of the king's secretary, a young man, struck the 
Acab Saat so violently on the face, that it made his 
mouth gush out with blood, snyin*? at the same time, 
"What! suffer this in the kincr's presence!" On 
this Chremation and the Acab S.iut were both hur- 
ried out of the kinjj's presence, without beinj: per- 
mitted to say more ; indeed, the blow had so discon- 
certed the latter as to deprive him for a time of the 
power of speaking. In Abyssinia, it is death to strike 
or lift the hand to strike, before the king ; but in thi.s 
case the provocation was so great, so sudden, and so 
unexpected, and the worth of the youth, and the in- 
solence of the offender, so apparent to every body, 
that a slight reproof only was ordered to be given to 
Tecla Mariam, and that by his father. 

Next morning, about nine o'clock, the king and his 
officers entered Gondar. Ras Michael proceeded im- 
mediately to the palace with the kin'^, who retired as 
usual to a kind of cage or lattice- window, where he 
always sits unseen when in council. Mr. Bruce was 
in the council-chamber, where four of the judges were 
seated: none of the governors of provinces were 
present but Ras Michael and Kasmati Tesfos, of Sire. 
Abba Salama was brought to the foot of the table, 
without irons, at perfect liberty. The accuser for the 
king, a post in tnis country in no high estimation, 
opened the charge against him with great force and 
eloquence. He stated one by one the crimes com- 
mitted by him at different periods ; the sum of which 
amounted to prove Salama to be the greatest monster 

14 2 B 
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on earth: among them irere various Undiilf 
der, etpeciaUv by poison, and incest of avMy ~ 
He ooncliided this black list with high tireaMi. 4fr 
Cfursing the king, and absolving liis sahjeists mm 
their alleglanee, which he diaraeteriiad m Hft 
greatest m crimes, fhmi its inTtdving In Ha ooaM^ 
qnenees every other species of gout. Abba Dalam^^ 
thoagh be seemed very impatient, did not fltirther Ita^ 
ternijpt him than with the exclamation : ** Yom Jhf 
and " It is a lie," which he repeated at averj mv 
charse. His aecoser had not said one wwd 
ing the mnrder of Joas ; bat in this, Abba 
did not follow his example. Being desired to 
in his own defence, he entered upon it with great 
dignity, and an air of superiority very different from 
his behaviour in the king's tent tiie day before : he 
laughed and made extremely light of ttie charges on 
the article of women, which he neither confessed nor 
denied, but said those might be crimes among the 
Franks, (looking at Mr. Bruce) or other Christians, 
but not the Christians of that country', who lived 
under a double dispensation, the law of Moses and 
the law of Christ ; and, that in every age, the patri* 
archs bad acted as he did, and were not the less Im* 
loved of God. He went roundly into the murder of 
Joas, and his two brothers, and charged Michael dl* 
rectlV with it, as also with poisoning Hatze Hanneti 
the father of the present king. 

The Ras seemed to avoid hearing, sometimes bj 
speaking to people standing behind him, sometioMI 
by reading a paper; and in particular asked Mr. 
Bruce in a low voice : " What is the punishment li .' 
your count|^ for such a crime 1" — ^To which the lattii^ '| 
replied : <* High treason is punished with death Inal 
the countries I have ever known." 

Abba Salama next went into the murder of Kaa- 
mati Eshte, of which he confessed himself the jnth 
meter. He said that the Iteghe with her brotaei% 
and Ayto Ay\o, Yi^«.U turned Franks ; and that ia 
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order to make the country Catholic, they had sent 
for priests, who lived with them in confidence, as 
that Frank did (pointing to Mr. Bruce); that it was 
ap^ainst the law of the country to suffer him there ; 
that he was accursed, and ought to be stoned as an 
enemy to the Virgin Mary. The Ras here interrupted 
liim, saying: ** Confine yourself to your own defence ; 
clear yourself first, and then accuse any one you 
please : it is the king's intention to put the law in ex- 
ecution against all offenders, and it is only because 
he believes you to be the greatest, tiiat he has lieirun 
wirh you." ' This calmness of the Has seemed to <li»- 
concert Abba Saiama. He dechreil to the Has that 
it was owing to his havhig excommunicated Kusniati 
Eshte, that room was made for hi:n to come to Gon- 
dar ; without this event, the king would never have 
been upon the throne, so that he had still done tliom 
as much good as harm by his excomnuinicationi;. He 
moreover told the Ras and the judges, that they 
would all bo (loubly under the curse if thoy offered 
to pull out his eyes, or cut out his tongue, and in- 
treated them with tears not to think of either, if it 
were only for the long fellowship or friendship which 
had subsisted between them. 

An officer, named Kal Ilatze, always stands upon 
the steps, at the side of the lattice-window, wliere 
there is a hole, covered in tlie inside with a curtiiin of 
green taffeta, behind which the king sits, and sends 
through the hole what he has to say to the Board, 
who rise and receive the mcssentrer standing. He 
had not interfered till now, Avlien the officer, address- 
ing himself to Abba Silaina, said: ''Tin: king re- 
quires you to answer directly why you persuaded the 
Abunato excommunicate him ? Tite Al)una is a slave 
of the Turks, and has no king : you are born under 
a monarchy. Why did you, who are his inferior in 
office, take upon you to advise him at all? or why, 
after having presumed to advise him, did you advise 
him wrong, and abuse his ignorance in these mat- 




iroll this railiru:; he has nut offered • 
one ftct TQiCerial to ble exculpadan." 

The klnn'B Becretary sent Dp to the « 
■ubattuce of the defence : the crimiul « 
to the other end or the room, whlla Uia 
reading. When be bad ftnitbed, Uw Bm 
the youngest Judge to give hli opbllon, ' 
"He is gui]t;,aDd aboaldilie." TlieM 



Bee™, u 

a Bu Michael, he nld, 
— , 'ThstheiTM mcumAi 
accomplice of Abba Salwni 



the offleen, imd Kfter d»m the Jn^M. 

came to Bu Michael, he nld, witk afiati 

tion, "ThstheiTM mcumA of beinK ths 1 

" • ii;_lnoffli»;4i 

remEdned with the king, i . . _ 

Board with this sentence -. " He li guHtr, 

■"■ ' 'ail hang 

Acnb& 



die the death.— Tlie h 
a tree to-day." The i 
mediately hurried away by the guards. 



away by tbe guards, li 
h is a farge tree beCoK 
ng to the very last mora 
icRaB, and the Abulia,! 
leserved, be 

king.anii in alfthe omamenta of his cii& 
dolal pre-emiDence, In going to the tree, 
had 460 cows, which he bequeathed to M 
to pray for his eon! ; but the Ras ordered 
broai^ht to Gondar, and distributed i 

Chremation was next brought to trial, : 
ncDt the same sentence as Uie Acab Saat 
tbe court broke np, and went t^ breakfait 
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dual Imd twom that he would not ttste bread till 
AUmi Salama was hanrad ; and on inch oecaaions 
he nerer broke his wwd. 

Next morninff came on the trial of the anfiirtanate 
Guebm Denghd, whoae !kt]ier4n*lftWy Baa Miehaely 
claimed the right of tryim^ hiniy «a a subject of his 

gDYemment (H "ngre. Goebra Denghdf bore his 
ard fmttme witii great oncoaeem, declariiig that 
his only rouon ibr taking np arms against the Idng 
was, that he saw no other way of checking HlchaePs 
tyranny, and his monstrous thirst of money and pow- 
er ; that the Bas was really king, had subverted the 
constitution, annihilated ail dif»Knoe of rank and 
persons, and transferred the efficient parts of the 
goTemment into the hands of his own creatures. 
He wished the khig might know that this was his 
only motive for rel^llion, and that except to make 
tills declaration, he would not have opened his month 
before so partial and unjust a judsre as he considered 
Michael to be. His daughter, Welleta Selassc, hear- 
ing of her fiither's danger, suddenly broke out of 
Ozoro Ksther's apartment, which was contiguous, and 
rushing into the councu-room at the instant her 
father was condemned to die, threw herself at the 
feet of the Ras with every mark and expression of 
extreme sorrow. Her intercession was unsuccessful ; 
the old tyrant threatened her with immediate death, 
spumed her away with his foot ; and in her hearing 
ordered her father to be immediately hanged. Wel- 
leta Selasse in a swoon, which resembled death, fell 
speechless to the ground. The father, forgetful of 
his own situation. Hew to his daughter's assistance, 
and they were both draprged out at separate doors, 
the one to death, the other to sufferings still more 
severe. 

This young lady had been peculiarly unfortunate. 
Slie was first destined to be the wife of Joas, and 
tlie match was nearly concluded, when the fatal dis- 
covery that the king had sent his household troops 
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took poi<ani (hougli some as-'Crled that 
'■■rby Ozoro^iljerfronijealnii— *■-* • 



duly wi,l 









id she liad lold ber women-sertimta am 
le liud talien arsenic, Laving do other « 
iminUting so inonatraus a eriine ai Ine 



c.mr.'B uf a very C<:w da)»; maiiy disap 
u'crn tlllier irunleri'd piivalelv, or sunt 
one knew where. Thu balici of tboss 1 
AU'urd were lienn to pieces, und scatten 
strei'ti. Mr. liruce was inmle nii»erab 
liis huii!iii!.'-dog*, twice let loofe hy tbe 

h'-iub and arms of sluuglitered men, ai 
t'unld no wav prevent bnt by tlie destn 
doss tbemselvea. The nmmtily of can 
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ill GoLidur ^ out after dark, those rap 
aijoyed the streets to t^tnuhcs, and s 
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to dispute the possession of the city with the inha' 
bitants. Often, when he went home late from the 
palace, and this was the time which the king usually 
chose for conversation, though he had but to pass the 
comer of the market-place before the palace, had 
lanterns with him, and was surrounded by armed 
men, he heard them grunting by two and three toge- 
ther, so near, as to be afraid that they would take 
some opportunity of seizing him by the leg. A pistol 
would have frightened them, and made them run 
away ; but the report of one in the night would have 
alarmed every one who heard it, and it was not now 
the time to add to people's fears. At last he scarcely 
ever went out, and nothing engaged his thoughts, 
but how to escape from this bloody country. 

While the King was at the Kahha, kci'ping the 
festival of the Epiphany, he received a very extraor- 
dinary visitor. This was Guangoul, chief of the 
eastern Galla, who came, accompanied by about 500 
foot, and 40 horse, to pay his respects to the King 
and Rus Michael. He was a little, thin, cross-made 
man, of no apparent strength or swiftness, so far as 
could be conjectured; his legs and thighs being 
small for his body, and his head large. He was of 
a yellow, sickly colour, neither black nor brown, had 
long hair plaited and interwoven with the bowels of 
oxen, and so knotted and twisted together as to ren- 
der it ijnpossible to distuiguish the hair from the 
bowels, whicli hung down in long strings, part before 
and part behhid, forming the most extraordinary 
ringlets I had ever seen. He had, likewise, a wreath 
of guts hung about his neck, and several rounds of 
the same about his middle, which served as a girdle, 
under which was a short cotton cloth, dipped in but- 
ter, and all his body was wet, and running down 
with the same. In his country, when he appears in 
state, the beast he rides upon is a cow. He was then 
in full dress, and mounted upon one not of the largest 
bize, but which had monstrous horns ; and rode with- 
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at aaddlc. He hud rhmt drmwen,- wl 
weh tatlie middle of liia tliighg; hh 
:et, and hU bia body, biln^ bare. He 
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senled on hia ivory cliair, almoit in tba 1 
tent. Tbe day icos lery hot, and al 
Bteni^h nnnoanced tiic approach of the 111 
to sll in the tent, before tliev mv him 
when he perceived biin euiiifng, was so 
bis whole ti^un and iipiii^)tniiii:e, that ii 
with an immoderate fit of luiightpr, whi 
it impoE9ibl<! to !<iiil<\ He Ilierefun^ i 
cbair, an'l ran a« fu^t aa he eould Into ai 
Toaiit, bebind the throne. Theaaiauea 
his cov, at tlie dour of tha teul, with i 
about bizn ; and vbile 1 lie oHict^ in atti 

emplyTneimaifinedtliatit iiad beenpref 
BDii liriira he sut upon the eriuiauii mlk ■ 
the l)atror runiiiOi< ftom etery part of . 
gener.il cry of aftoiiisbmpiit was rHiaed I 
eon in the tent, nn viileh he atarted up ; 
had time to recollect himoelf, tliey all f< 
and with pujbisuiMl UniTI droie tiiiaim 

not knuivingwIiatwa&UienMttor. Itl* 
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and punishable with immediate death, to sit down in 
the kind's chtiir; and Guangoul owed his life to his 
ignorance alone. Tiie king liad belield the scene 
througii tiie curtain ; if he lau'jhed heartily in the 
beginninix, lie lau-^^lied ten times more at the catas- 
trophe. The cusliiou was thrown away, and a yellow 
India shawl spread on the ivory stool ; and ever after- 
wards, when it was placed, and the. king not there, 
the stool was turned on its face upon the carpet, to 
prevent similar accidents. 

The rebel army under Gusho and Powussen, soon 
after this, approached Gond:ir,and laid waste the ad- 
j:^cent country. Tliese excesses at length impelled 
llus Michael and the Kin;^ to march from that city, 
on the 13th of May, and to encamp with his army 
at Serbraxos, where three battles were fought in a 
very sbort time. After the second, in which the king 
had a very narrow escape, Mr. Bruce witnessed the 
observance of a ( ustom, which he characterizes as 
the filt.liiest of all ceremonies that ever disgraced any 
sty linj": themselves u nation ; a ceremony that cannot be 
described in terms sufficiently decent for modest ears, 
without adopting the chaste language of Scripture. 

Ail thoie, whether men or women, who hold fiefs 
of the crown, are obliged to furnish certain numbers 
of horse and foot. The women were seldom obliged 
to personal attendance, till Ras Michael made it a 
rule, in ord<!r to compose a court or society for Ozoro 
Esther. At the end of a day of battle, each chief is 
obliged to sit at the door of his tent, and each of his 
followers, who has slain a man, presents himself in his 
turn, armed as in fight, with the bloody foreskin of 
his enemy hanging upon the wrist of his right hand. 
In this too he liolds his lance, which he brandishes 
over his master or mistress, as if he intended to strike ; 
and repeats, in a speming rage, a rant which admits 
of no variation. — " I am John, the son of Georgn, 
the son of William, the son of Thomas ; I am the rider 
upon the brown horse ; I saved your father's life at 
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be preaent at to disgoatinj; an exbibilion. The aupe- 
riora appear Ht this time with their lienils covered, 
UB before (heir vaauJaj their mouUi too it liid, and 
noCbiogls uen but their eyea; tliiadoeB not proceed 
from modesty, but is a token of euperioritjr,ofwbich 

atratloQ. Wlien tliia cereianiiy is over, each mm 
tailed hie blowly tropJiies, and retire) to prepare tbm 
In the same manner a? tlie Indians do their acalpa. 
To conclude tiiis horrid account, the tv!tolearmy,oa 
tiiiar return toGoiidHr, on a particular dAV of review, 
throw ibi-m before the king, and leave ^eni at the 
gule of llie pnldce. It is in search of these man- 
)[ltd relics, and the unburied bodies of crimioals, 
thai the liya'nas repuir in Euch numliera lo the town, 
us 10 render it diingerous fur aoy person, even if 
Mnied, la nralk after It ii d]irk. 

Ill Ibis eiifia^ement a red flag, the standard of the 
rebel Brmy, fell into tlie hands of Mr. Bruce, having 
been piuked up in the tield by a cominon soldier, and 
given to htm upon proiniae of a reward. These 
colours our travuller prcitnted after the buttle to tlie 
king, who wua so well pleused witli the possession of 
tliLiii, as HX-ll as with Mr. Bmce^s condua during this 
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le did not forget him in the distribution of 
Wlien it came to his turn to kneel before 
the laner put over his neck a lar^^t chain i 

rt'ith very massy links, while the secretary ^ 

Vagoube, tlie King does you this jxreat 
not as a payment of past services, but as a " 

hat he will reward them, if you will put it in 
er." Tile chain consisted of 184 links, each, N 

ij; 3.^ dwt^. It was with the utmost reluc- 1 

iiat our traveller, being in want of every thing; 
•eat part of the honourable distinction at Sen- 
ou ills return home ; the remainder he brought 
gland to be transmitted as a proud monument 
. descendants. 

jn alter the third battle, it was found expedient 
lie king's army to retreat to Gondar, where it 
soon insested by the rebel troops, under Gusho 
Powusseii ; and with such success that it was 
a ob.iged to lay down its arms. Has Michael 
i deposed from his office, whicii fi'as bestowed on 
sho, who, by his intrigues and bad conduct to 
parties, soon forreited that dignity, together with 
liberty. During these changes tlie king continued 
le acknowledged by all parties, and the Iteghe, to 
great joy ol tiie people, returned to her old resi- 
ce at Koscam. Tiiere, after this event, Mr. Bruce 
sed ^reat part of liis time : but his health declining 
ry day, ho, witli great difficulty, obtained leave of 
queen to attempt to return liome. The khig too, 
!r aliundred exceptions and provisos, had at length 
u l)r()ught to give an unwilling consent. 
)n the disgrace of Rts Micliael, the servant of 
tical Aga determined to hasten b.ick to his own 
ntry, and would lain have persuaded Mr. Bruce 
iccoiMjjjiny him throutxh Tigre into Arabia. Bui 
■ traveller, besides i):'iiig resolved to attempt to 
iiplele his journey through S^-nnuar and the desert, 
iked the idea of risking a second j)assaj;e through 
ssuah, and sui»jeeting iiimself again to the bra- 
ty of ilie Naybe of that place. 



nbliiiwl bj Us biuiiHiii nitli I Iw gOiEruor ol' Jdecca, 
to Mntiniw Bt JiddH t!1) Iha staton otttt Hr. Bnies 
w«il A«IR thenca to Abvaunk. Our tr^Ti-ller lud 
■Irndv liMTd onca fniiii liim, and nnw a eraaiid time. 
tJeininrounlliiintlialliiJcauntryiHenlnil treentn tiw 
BmlHit |utn rm Iiim i that teienl rrporM 'hod be«n 
aurmiit, both mt JIiIjU aed Hocba, of his havitis • 
hum HnjMlimted i loiiu'tlinea timt it bappsnari at- 
Oondur % by tnbcn oi BminBar, In Ills rctnin home.. 

t;»limiii I'rl ■■ - ■- -^'- '— ' 

ii.i.i1<lnt lie 



itpayabh 
ImiUiBcld. 



Cu H uvmleman of that nanis who lived In BmtUiBcld. 
Mr. Bruce, trUh ostentation, hftd mude a ahon of 
iwniliiiic Ilia (rold chain to Ciilro, by the hands or Me- 
tii'Bl Aga'a servant, dei^laring bWbvs that it was the 
only place of Ahjssiiiian gold he should carry out of 
the cnuutry, mliicli he was to leave, both in tact and 
uppeoriUice, i pauper. Mules are the only beasts fbr 
L'arriage commonly nsed in Ahyjainiii, though bulls 
and cows, of a particular kind, are brought for tiie 

uuiiutry, Ciipvclally iiearthe mines or quarries of salt; 
tliej are vctj slow, liowevet, and callable of no iireat 
bunlen, tlmu^li very easily mahit^iicd. Mr. Bruce 
Iiad|ilenly ofmulesof his o'wn tor carrying his instru- 
uieiils aiul batigage, and the king and Iteffhe far' 
uirhed biiu wiUi oliiera lor bis own riding. He had, 
bcsliles, tno favourite hordes, n'hich he Intended to 
atieiupt to carry home, foolishly enongh; for though 
lie ibuuKht In his own uilnd Quit he v/oi sufBciently 
infunned of. and prepared for all sorts of hardships, 
hi.- bad not lomscen the iiundredth part of the dilGcut- 
lii's and duiigisrs tbut were then awaiting lilm. 

AJler tliB llefliB Uii4 ii'Vmiv A, Mr. ii.ar.a always 
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rvtf precarioiu rinee her retidenee in Gojam. This 
suited his i&lentioa of withdrawing pritrately : and 
thereforcjitottomaltiply the number <» leave-takhigH. 
he had redoeed his whole attendance to the king and 
queen. 

Having finished his preparations, Mr. Bruce was 
admitted to liis last interview with tlie Iteghe, two 
days liefore Ids departure* Here hd met Tensa 
Ghristosy wlio was one of the chief priests of Gondar, 
was a native of Gkjam, and consequently of the low 
church, or a follower of Abto JBostathius ; in otiier 
words, as great an enemy as possible to the Catholic, 
or as thqr call it, the religion of the Franlc?. He 
'was, however, reputed a ]Kirson of great probity and 
sanctity of manners, and had been on all occasions 
nther civil and friendly to Mr. Bruce when they 
met, though evidently not desirous of any intimate 
connections or friendship ; and, as Mr. Bruce, on his 
put, expected iittle advantage from connecting him- 
self with a man of bis principles, he very willingly 
kept at all possible distance. 

This priest came often to the Iteghe's and Ayto 
Aylo's, with both of whom he was much in fovour, 
and here Mr. Bruce happened to meet him, when lie 
was taking his leave in cue evening. *' I beg of you," 
said he, " Yagoube, as a favour, to tell me, now you 
are immediately going away from this country, and 
you can answer me without fear, ^' Are you really a 
Frank, or are you not?** — ^"Sir,** said Mr. Bruce, 
*< I do not know what you mean by fear ; I should as 
little decline answering you any question you have to 
ask had I ten years to stay, as now I am to quit this 
country to-morrow ; I came recommended, and was 
well received by the king and Ris Michael ; I neither 
taught nor preached ; no man ever heard me say a 
word about my particular mode of worship ; and as 
often as my duty has called me, I have never failed 
to attend Divine service as it is established in this 
country. What is the ground of fear that I should 



iMTsywMle nmler thp. kinar'i prote_-.. ., . 

oT AbjMlniH?''— "Ttii.'."' reiiHed Tana 

" ! ilunotBOV voiisliniiM be Blunniai ; vtliutevervoi" 

bith ii I would lUst'-TiJ you myself; tlie ItegliekDmn ■ 

I sJwnyB spolte well of vnii ; hut wili you aratify M - 

•U niBn'B curjflslrv, In tellinaine wliethcr ornot TO>i 

nnlly Bie a Fnuik, Calbolli:, or Jeaoit?" 

** I have too great a re<_'ard/^ vuwemi Mf. Bruflp^ 
"to the reijue-t of a nmii, >i» truly gmrf and ririumju 
Wyou, notiohB.teaniiwtKdvauUieqaBiiiaDMtwhat- 
avar tlrne vou could huve. aiked tdc i ana I do aoW- 
declare to yna, by (lie wopl or a Chriillau, tliM ns 
DOaiitryiuen and I are more distantiii malttinof rel^ 
gion.fromtheMyouoallCatholiip.JeBuini.nrFraDk*, 
Ifaau yoaund your Abrssinianaue; uidtnat a {irlut' 
Dt' iny rcli|;loii, prEHuninj; In any cODUtry subject ID 
tluHS Franks, would at certainly be brouel'l '<> tte 
gKllawt as if hv hud cniiiiiiitled mitnlEr, and jnst ac 



tbem to rebellion, as beiiis lawful, tbe sword of the 
cl»Q power catB them off, withrjut any hiame fatlbig 
upon their religion, because these thinga were dona 
in contradiction lo what their priest*, from tile ecri^ 
ture, should haie taudht them were truly tha tsoeta 
of that ver^ rel^oa." The Itegbe now interposed, 
and the subject wafl dropped. 

Mr. Bruce then got up ; and, powiug to the other 
side of the room, he etood by Tema Chiiatos, wyli^ 
to him, " And dov, holy father, I hai« one Uat fkiroar 
to uk ;ou, YilucV \« ^ixu tbrgtveueH, If 1 bare at 
any tiiaeoffeu&eA^Qa-ilim WJiAa't,nsmi}u£Iam 
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immediately to depart, if I have not; and your 
prayers while on my lonff and dangerous journey, 
through countries of Infidels and Pagans." 

A hum of applause sounded all throughout the 
room. The Ireghe said somethln<r, hut what, Mr. 
Bruce did not hear. Tensa Christos was surprised 
apparently at Mr. Bruce's humility, which he had not 
expected ; and cried out, with tears in his eyes, " Is it 
possible, Yagoube, that you believe my prayers can do 
you any good V*—" I should not be a Christian, as I 
profess to be, Father," replied Mr. Bruce, " if I had 
any doubt of the eflfect of good men's prayers." So 
saying, he stooi)ed to kiss his hand, when the priest 
laid a small iron cross upon his head ; when, to our tra- 
veller's great surprise, histead of a benediction, he re- 
peated the Lord's prayer. Mr. Bruce was afraid he 
would have kept him stooping till he should add the 
ten commandments likewise, when he concluded, 
" Gzier y' Baracuc," " May God bless you!" after 
which Mr. Bruce made his obeisance to the Iteghe, 
and immediately withdrew, it not being the custom, 
at public audiences, to salute any one in the presence 
of the sovereign. 

Twenty greasy monks, however, had placed them- 
selves inhis way as he went out, that they might have 
the credit of giving him the blessing likewise after 
Tensa Christos. As he had very little faith in the 
prayers of these drone?, so he had some reluctance to 
Kiss their greasy hands and sleeves ; however, in run- 
ning this disagreeable gauntlet, he gave them his 
blessing in English,—" Lord send you all a halter, as 
he did to Abba Salaraa," meaning the Acab Saat. 
But they, thinking he was recommendhig them to the 
patriarch Abba Salama, pronounced at random, with 
great seeming devotion, their Amen,— So be it. 




On the 9Sth of December, 1771, at one o'dnA !■ 
tbe Bfternoan, Mr. Bruce ieft Gondiir. He bed pnr- 
ptMeil to set oat e«r1j Id the momliifc, but was de- 
tained by the ImportuDity of bl» friemU. The Ui^> 

had delaT«d hJs*elthigoat,byBe«enlor(lenMnthlni 
In the evening of eacli day; and he plaEnly saw there 

throw difflcuUies in the wny, tilt some accirlent.OTand' 
den emeraenc; (never wanting in tliat cnunlry) should 
make it absolutely impossible for liim to leave At);»' 
sinia. Wlien thrrefore tbe last message came to 
Eoscam on theS7th,atnieht, Mr. Bruce returned hli 
respectful duty to liis majesty, iml him in mind of bis 



were already gone, and he was resolved b 

The next marring earir, Mr. Bruce ivas enrpriied 
at the arrival of a yonne nobleman, lately made one 
of ilia bed-chamber, n lib fifty li^^hthorBe. As hewaa 
satisfied, that leaving Abyaslniu, without parade, as 
privately as possible, was the only way to pass through 
Sennaar, he therefore Insisted upon noneof hisfriendi 
accompanvintc him, and be begged to decline this es- 
cort. At length Mr. Brace set out by the west aide 
of Dcbra Tiol, having the mountain on their right 
hand. From the top of thai BscenT.tlieysawthepUn 
and flat country below, black, and, in its appcaranca, 
one thick wood, wliicb some authors have called late- 
ly, the SbumMa, or Nuliiun forest. 
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All the disasters which Mr. Brace had been threat- 
ened with in the course of the Journey, which he had 
thus begun, now presented themselves to his mind, 
and made, for a moment, a strong imprmsion npon 
his spirits. But it was too late to draw back, the die 
was cast, for life or for death : home was before him, 
however distant :' and if, through the protection of 
Providence, he should be fortunate enough to arrive 
there, he promised himself both ease and & applause 
of his country, and of all unprejudiced men or sense 
and learning in Europe, for having, by his own pri- 
vate efforts alone, completed a dis^veiy, which had, 
from early ages, deii^ the address, industry, and 
courage, of all the world. 

Having rather hardened, than comforted, his heart 
by these reflections, he now advanced down the steep 
side of the mountain, through very strong and rug- 
ged ground, torn up by the torrents that fall on every 
side trom above. This is called the Descent of Mou- 
ra : and, though both they and their beasts were in 
great healtli and spirits, they could not, with their 
utmost endeavours, advance much more than one 
mile an liour. Two Greeks, one of whom only was 
his servant, and a third, nearly blind, flying from 
poverty and want ; an old janissary, who had come 
to Abyssinia with the A buna, and a Copht who left 
him at Sennaar ; these, and some common men who 
took charge of the beasts, and were to go no further 
thun Tcherkh}, wi.'re hi^ only companions in this long 
and weary journey. 

On the 28th towards eveninc:, having entered a 
thick wood, winding round a hill, in a south east di- 
rection, to get into the plain below, they were sur- 
rounded by a great multitude of men, armed with 
lances, shields, slings, and large clubs or sticks, who 
rained a shower of stones towards them j but thev 
were at such a distance, that all of them fell 
greatly short of them. Whether this was owing to 
fear, or not, they did not know ; but supposing that 

14 2 c 
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it wan, fiiey thoogbt it their iaterest to km St np as 
much as possible. Mr. Bruce, therefore, onnnd tiro 
shots to be fired over their heacis ; not with«B7lntett<- 
tion to hurt them, but to let them hear, by tM btUi 
whistling amonff the leaves of the trees, that tfaair 
^riuis carried farther than any of their slinga : and that, 
distant as they then were, they were not In safety, ii 
thev had a disposition to do harm. They Beemad to 
nnclerstand the meaning of this, by gliding thnagli 
among the boshes, and appearing at tli« top of a uU 
farther off, where they continued hooting, and CJnr- 
ing, and making signs, which our tia?dlera csonid 
not, neither did they endeavour to ttDderstand. Awh 
ther shot aimed at the trees above them shewed that 
they were still within reach ; on wliich they dispersed 
or sut down among the bushes, and vvere no more 
seen till Mr. Bruce had pitched Iiis tent on the plain 
below two of their villages. This seemed to give 
these people fr^>sh uneasiness ; for they dispatclied a 
man naked and unarmed, who, standhijr upon a rock, 
cried out in the Tigre language, that he wanted to 
come to our travellers. Tliis Mr. Bruce absolutely 
refused, that he miglit not see the smallness of the 
number of his attendants, and called out to him to 
get farther oif, or he wouhi shoot him. There was 
no occasion to repeat the admonition ; he slid down 
from tlie rock like an eel, and appeared again at a 
conMderable distance, still making signs that he 
wanted to speak to the travellers. 

While resting on the banks of the river Mogetch, 
they had been overtaken by two men, and two 
women, who were driving two loaded asses, and were 
going to Tcherkin ; they had desired leave to keep 
company with our travellers for fear of danger on 
the road. Mr. Bruce had two Abysshiian servants, 
but they were not yet come up, attending one of the 
baggage mules that was lame. They were obliged 
then to ha\e recourse to one of these stranger women, 
r.ho understood the language of Tigre, and under- 
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took readily to carry their metsige to the strangpr, 
who was stil! very boty making s^ns from behind a 
tree, without coming one step nearer. 

M r. Brace's message to them was, that if they shew- 
ed the smallest appearance of farther insolence, either 
by approaching the tent, or slinging stones that night, 
the next morning, when the horse he expected were 
come up, he would bam their town, and pot every 
man of them to the sword. A very submissive answer 
was sent back, with a heap of lies in excuse of what 
they called their mistake. His two servants coming 
soon after, both of whom, hereafter, were to be in 
the service of Ayto Confu, went boldly one to each 
village, to bring' two goats, some jars of bouza, and 
to prepare fifty loaves of bread lor next mornin^r. 
Tiie goats were dispatched instantly: so was the 
bouza : but wiien t he momhig came, the people had 
all fled from their houses, wirhout preparing any 
bread. These villages were called Gimbaar. They 
were three in number; each situated upon the top of 
a pointed hill, in a direction from east to west, and 
made a very beautiful appearance from the plain 
below. 

On the S9th, they left the inhospitable villages of 
Gimbaar, nut without entertainhig some apprehen- 
sions of meeting the inhabitants again in the course 
of the dny. But tliough they took every preirautiun 
against being surprised, tliat prudence could dictate, 
their fears of tlie encounter did not rise to any great 
heiglit. Mr. Bruce got, indeed, on horseback, leaving 
his mule, and putting on liis coat of mail. Leuvin;;^ tlie 
fire-arms under the command of Ha^i Isuiael, the 
old Turk, he rode always about a quarter of a mile 
before the baggage, that they might not come sud- 
denly upon them, as they had done the night before. 
ITowever, they met with no opposition, but proceeded 
on to Waalia, and at half-past four in the afternoon 
encamped in the market-place. 

Waalia is a collection of villages, each placed upon 



the top of ■ liJIl, mid «nrlaiinp, u in a circle, BQ es- 
lemive flat piece of ground about three mlleaover, on 
w1tic>i u vrrj veK ireqqentiil marki-t is kept. The 

Tcllow hrentlt and vsrlfguied bacli, tlj^Tattest uii 
\,nt or nil tiie piseon kli^d. WauHiL 11» doe fT. W. 
fro.n CJ,.ndar. 
•.hi tlie 3(Jlh, tliey »et out from Waaliil, and proceol- 
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at hi8 girdle, aune out of hia tent to mount the mule 
for Tcherkin. He now saw a servant of Ay to Confu's 
whose name was Welleta Yasous, and Iiad met him 
the precedinur night pulling the Guii.ea-fowls and pi- 
geons out of the panniers, wliere his servants had put 
them, and scattering them upon the ground, saying 
to those who interrupted him, " Throw away this car- 
rion ; you shall have a better breakfast and dinner 
to-day ;" and turninjjc to Mr. Bruce, more than ordi- 
narily pleased at seeing him dressed, and that he con- 
tinued to use tlie Abys-inian habit, he jumped upon 
his mule, and appeared in great spirits. They all set 
out at a brisker pace than usual, by the assistauce of 
the two fresh mules. 

They passed through the midst of several small vil- 
lages, and at last Mr. Bruce pitched his tent in the 
market-place at Tcherkin, which seemed a beautiful 
lawn laia out for pleasure, shaded with fine old trees 
of an enormous height and size, and watered by a 
email but very limpid brook, running over beds of 
pebbles as white as snow. 

The impatient Welleta Yasous would only give 
Mr. Bruce time to see his quadrant and other instru- 
ments safely stowed, but hurried him through a very 
narrow and crooked path up the side of tlie mountain, 
at every turn of which was placed a great rock or 
stone, the station for muskets to enfilade the difiercnt 
stages of the road below, where it was strait for any 
distance. They at last reached the other court, whore 
Mr. Bruce saw a great many of his old acqaintiMice, 
vhom he had known at Ozoro Esther's house at Gon- 
dar, and who all welcomed him with the greatest de- 
monstrations of joy, as if he had come ^om a long 
journey. 

Mr. Bruce was then taken into an inner apartment, 

where, to his great surprise, htstead of Ay to Confu, 

• he saw his mother, Ozoro Esther, sitting on a couch, 

^ and at her feet the secretary's daughter, the beautiful 

^ Tccia Mariam ; and, soon after, tiie secretary himself, 
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complete ; he came about four, and with him Ayto 
Engedan, and a great companv. There was nothing 
but rejoicing[ on all sidee. oeYen ladies, relations 
and companions of Osoro Esther, came with Ayto 
Confu ; and Mr. Bruce confesses this to hare been 
one of the happiest moments of his life. He quite 
forffot the disastrous journey he had before liim, 
and all the dangers that awaited him. He began 
even to regret being so fiur in his way to lea?e Abys- 
sinia for ever. 

Ayto Confu's house at Tcherkin is built on the edge 
of a precipice, which takes iu name from the moun- 
tain Amba Tcherkin. It is built aU with cane very 
artiflclAlly, the outer wall being composed of fascines 
of canes, so neatly joined together as not to be pene- 
trated by rain or wind. The entry is from the south 
side, very crooked and difficult, half wav up the rock. 
On the east is a very plentiful sprir^, which fhmishes 
tiie house with excellent water* Yet after all, this 
house, though inaccessible, is not defensible, and 
affords very Tittle safety to its master; for the Shan- 
galla, with flax, or any other combustible, tied to 
the pioint of their arrows, could easily set it on fire if 
they once approached it; and the Abyssinians with 
guns could as easily destroy it, as, on such occasions, 
they wrap their balls in cotton wads. The inside of 
the state rooms were hung with long stripes of car- 
peting, and the floors covered with tiie same. 

About Tcherkin is great plentv of game of every 
sort, elephants, rhinoceroses, and a great number of 
buffaloed, which differ nothing in forin from the buf- 
faloes of Europe or of Egypt, but very much in tem- 
per and disposition. They are flerce, rash, and fear- 
less of danger ; and, contrary to the practice of any 
other creature not carnivorous, they attack the travel- 
ler and the hunter equally, and it requires address to 
escape from them. The^ seem to be, of all others, 
the creature the most given to ease and indulgence. 
They lie under the most shady trees, near large pools 
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Iiedan, fram (be moment he arrived, had been ^ 
noking, from tlie precipice, their seniuite uah 
end managing their horaei in the market- place lid 
Oiest bDncbea of tiie fineat eaatt bad been bj'u 
from Koani fiw Jarelbia j and the whole hooia 
employed In flttlog heads to tbem m tb« moat aili 
tagenui manner. Hr. Bruce would bate beta 
well content to have remained where he WW ; yd 
preparalioni for sport of *o noble a kind roiued 
spirits, and made bim desirous to join it. Oq 
otbi^r hand, the ladies all dedared, that tttey tbooi 

or slavery, as tliey did not doubt, if the Shang 
missed the bunting part;, they would come font 
to the mountam and slay tliem all. But a sufflo 
garrison was left, and Ibey were well assured 
the Sbangalla, being informed they were oat, 
armed, and Itnowing their numbers, would take i 
to keep close iu tlieu thickets tar out of their wa 
On the 6tb, on hour before day, after a hej 
breakfast, they mounted on horseback to the nun 
of about thirty, belougiUK to Ayto Confu. But t 
was another body, boinof horieand foot, which n 
hunting the elephant their particular business. T 
men dwell constantly m the woods, and know ■ 
little the uteoE taTBod, living entirely upon the I 
of the beaata lUej luU, chiKfk-] i.^w. a( t.he elephai 
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rhinoeeros. They are exceediiuly thio, light, and 
agile, both on honeback and toot; very swarthy, 
though few of them black; none of them woolly- 
headed, and all hate Esuropean features. They ar« 
called Agaseer, a name of their profession, not of their 
nation, whleh comes from the word Agar, and sig- 
nifies to hoozh or ham-string with a sharp weapon. 
More properly it means, indeed, the enttii^ the teu- 
doa Of the heel, and is a eliaiacteristic of the manner 
in which they kill the elephant, which is shortly as 
follows : Two men, absolutely naked, without any 
ra^ or tfovermg at all about them, get on horseback ; 
this precaution is from fear of being laid hold of by 
the trees or bushes, in making their escape from a 
very watchful enemy. One of these riders sits upon 
the back of the horse, sometimes with a saddle, and 
sometimes without one, with only a switch or short 
sciclc in one hand, carefully managing the bridle with 
the other ; behind him sits his companion, who has no 
other arms than a broad-sword, such as is used by the 
Sclavonians, and which is brough t from Trieste. His 
left hand is employed grasping the sword b^ the han- 
dle, and about fourteen inches of the blade is covered 
with whip-cord. This part he takes in hii right 
hand, without any danger of being hurt by it ; and, 
though the edges of the lower part of the sword 
are as sharp as a razor, he carries it without a 
scabbard. 

As soon as the elephant is found feeding, the horse- 
man rides before him as near as possible ; or, if he 
flies, crosses him in aU directions, crying out, " I am 
such a man and sucii a man ; this is my horse, that has 
such a name ; I killed your father in such a place, and 
your grandfather in such another place, and I am 
now come to kill you ; you are but an ass in compa- 
rison of them." Tais nonsense he verily believes tlie 
elephant understand:?, who, ciialed and angry at hear- 
ing the noise immediately belbre him, seeks to seize 
him with his trunk, or proboscis, and, intent upon this, 
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foUotvs the horse every where, tomfw irt 
liim frequently, neglectful of making Us eeeepe %f 
safety. After having made him tarn once or twSoe 
in pursuit of the horse, the horseman rUee close op 
along-side of him, and drops his companion Joat be- 
hind on the off side ; and while he engages tlied»' 
phunt's attention upon the horse, the fbotaan behbA 
ffi?es him a drawn stroke jast above thelweLor what 
in man is called the tendon of Achillea. TUa Is the 
critical moment ; the horseman immediatelT wbasb 
round, and takes his companion up behind hfiB, ui 
rides off full speed after the n»£ of the herd, if tiuf 
have started more than one ; and sometimes an eaqwrt 
agajeer will kill three ont of one herd. It the swoid 
b good, and the man not afraid, the tendon Is 




monly enturely separated ; and if it is not cut thIO«ai^ 
it is generally so ikr divided, that the animal, iittk 
the stress he pats upon it, breaks the r^nainlny part . I 
asunder. In either case, he remains ineapabls ofad- 1 
vancing a step, till the horseman retoming,. or hH j 
companions coming up, pierce him through with J»- | 
veiins and lancM ; he then falls to the grocuMl, and 
expires with the loss of blood. 

The a^ageer nearest Mr. Bruce presentW lamed 
his elephant, and left him standing. Ayto Sngedan, 
Ayto Confu, Ouebra Mariam, and several otiiers. 
fixed their spears in the other, before the agag^rhaa 
cut his tendons. Mr. Brucc's agageer, however, 
having wounded the first elephant, failed in the par- 
suit of the second ; and, beiny: close upon him at en- 
tering the wood, he received a violent blow ftmn a 
branch of a tree which the elephant had lieiit by hfs 
weight, and, after passing, allowed it to replace itseH!^ 
when it knocked down hotli the riders, and very 
much hurt the horse. This, indeed, is the great 
danger in elephant hunting ; for some of the trees, 
tliat are dry and short, break, by the violent pressure 
of so immense a body moving so rapidly, wad ftU 
upon the puT&oerh or across the roads. Bat th* 



TRAVELS IN ABTSSinXA. 305 

greatest number of these trees, being of a succulent 
quality, they bend withont breaking, and return 
quickly to their former position, when they strike 
both horse and man so violently, that they often beat 
them to pieces, and scatter them upon the plain. 
Dexterous, too, as the riders are, the elephant some- 
times reaches them with his trunk, with which he 
dashes the horse affamst the ground, and then sets his 
feet upon hiin, till he tears him limb from limb with 
his proboscis; a great many hunters die this wuy. 
Besides th.s, the soil, at this time of the year, is 
split into deep chasms, or cavities, bv the neat of 
tiie sun, so that nothing can be more dangerous than 
the riding. 

As soon as the elephant is slain, they cut the whole 
flesh off his bones into thongs, like the reins of a 
bridle, and hang these, like festoons, upon the branches 
of trees, till they become perfectly dry, without salt, 
and they then lay them by for their provision in the 
season of the rains. 

There now remained but two elephants of those 
that had been discovered, which were a she one with 
a calf. The agageers would willingly have let these 
alone, as the teeth of the female are very small, and 
the young one is of no sort of value, even for food, 
its nesh shriukiug much upon drying. But the hun- 
ters would not be limited in their sport. The people 
having observed the place of her retreat, eagerly fol- 
lowed. She was very soon found, and as soon lamed 
by the agageers ; but when they came to wound her 
with the darts, as every one did in their turn, to their 
very great surprise, the young one which had been 
Buftered to escape unheeded and unpursued, came out 
from the thicket apparently in j^rcat anger, running 
upon the horses and men with all tiie violence it was 
master of. Mr. Bruce was amazed, and as much 
as ever he was, upon such an occasion, afflicted, at 
seeing the great affection cf the little animal defend- 
ing its wounded mother, heedless of its own life or 




nbtf. H« th»re[i>re cri^d to tliem for God'ssBke to J 
taav the mDIhvr, thau);li. il ■n-M then ton late ; tiiid | 
tbe cslf had raaife aexenl attaeks upon Mr. Bruce, 
wblchbeavotdt4lwitLaittdi[Eeii3[v. At last, inaking | 
ODC of iU Bttarka upon A via Eiigidan, it hurt liim a 
little OB the leg ; upnii wliicli Ire ihruit It thruueh 
with bla lance, at others did after, nrid it tiieii nS 
dead before ita wounded motliGT, vrfaom it hud eo 
atoctionaltlj defended. 

Here, sajB Mr. Bruce, it an exEmijIe of a beaat, a 
yoanf; oue loo, pasaesaiTig abstraelsd tenltmenta to a 
^ery high degm. Bv iia flight on the flrst sppear- 
ance of tlm hunters, it is plain it opprebenijed dan- 
ger to itself; it also reflected upon that ofite mother, 
vrbich was toe cause of Lie return Co hor assistance. 
Tliis affection or duty, or let us cali It any tbing we 

Slenee, except instinct, vet stronger tlum the fear of 
Dnger; and it must havo conquered that lear by re- 
flection before it returned, when it resolved to make 
its best and last efforts, for it neier attempted to fly 
afterwards. 

Mr. Bruce and bis party then sought about for iba 
bnfialoea HBd rhinoceroses ; imt Ihou<!li there was 
plenty of both in the iiBigliliourhood, they could lint 
tlnduiem; the noiaeand.firinK in the tnoriuiig bal- 
ing probably Bleared tberu away. One rliinotrerna 

evening to a great iire, and lay all uijjht uudcrlbe 

The neit morning they were on borsthack by Ihs 
dawn of day in search of t)ie rhinociTOD, luuny of 
which they had beard make a very deep groan and 
cr; as the moraine approached ; several of the aga- 
geera then joined theia j and after they bad seurclied 
about an bout in the very thicliest )iart of tlie wood, 
nuc of them rushad ont with great violence, crossuig 
tiie plain towards a wood of iinnus tiiat was about tnu 
miles distant. But thoagh he ran, or rutlier trotted, 
with surprising fti[ra«\, KDtii\4«iw; lit, bulk, he was, 
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in a very little time, transfixed witb thirty or fbrt^ 
Javelinfl ; which eo <Mmfoiiiided him. that he left his 

Eurpose of going to the wood, and ran into a deep 
ole, ditch, or ravine, without outlet, breaking above 
a dozen of the javelins as he entered. Here they 
thought he was caught in a trap, for he had scarce 
room to turn ; when a servant, who had a gun, 
standing directly over lilm, fired at his head, and the 
animal fell immediately to all appearance dead. All 
tiiose on foot now jumped in with their knives to cut 
him up, and they nad scarcely begun, when the ani- 
mal recovered so far as to rise upon his knees ; happy 
then was the man who escaped first; and had not one 
of the agas^eers, who was himself engaged in the ra- 
\ ine, cut the sinew of the hind leg as he was retreat- 
ing, there would have been a very sorrowful account 
ot the foot-hunters tiiat day. 

After having dispatched him, Mr. Bruce was curious 
to see what wound the sliot had given, which had 
operated so violently upon so huge an animal ; and 
he doubted not it was in the brain. But it had struck 
him no where but upon tlie point of the foremost 
horn, of which it had carried off above an inch ; 
and this occasioned a concussion that had stunned 
Iiim for a minute, till the bleeding had recovered him. 
Mr. Bruce preserved the horn from curiosity. 

They had not gone far before a wild boar arose 
between Mr. Bruce and Ayto Engedan, which our 
traveller immediately killed with his javelin. This 
was the sport Mr. Bruce had been many times used 
to in Barbary, and was infinitely more dexterous at it 
than any of the present company ; tins put him more 
upon a par with his companions, who had not failed 
to laugh at him, upon iiis horse's refusal to carry him 
near either to the elephant or rhinoceros. 

Ammonios was a man of approved courage and 
conduct, and had been in all tUe wars of Has Mi- 
chael, and was placed about Ayto Confu, to lead the 
troops, curb the prijsumption, aud check the imp«- 
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saw him ri»e and nun. AmmoDios got behind ooe 
large tree, and from that to another still larger. The 
Imttalo turned very awkwardly, bat kept close in pur- 
suit ; and there is no doubt he would nave worn out 
their companion, who was not used to such quick 
motion. Ay to Engedan, who was near, and might 
have assisltMi hiiu, was laughing, ready to die at tiie 
droll figure a man of Ammonios's grave carriage 
made, rnnnintf and skipping about naked, with a 
bwit'tness he had never pracUsed aU his life before; 
and Engedan contmued calling to Confa to purtake 
of the diversion. 

The moment Mr. Bruce heard his repeated cries, 
he galloped out of the bushes lo the place where he 
vias, and could not help laughinf? at his ridiculous 
figure, very attentive to the beast's motions, whicli 
seemed to dodge with great address, and keep to liia 
adversary with the utmost obstinacy. As 8oon as 
Engedau saw Mr. Bruce, he cried, " Yagoube ! for 
the love of Ciirist ! for the love of the bies^ed Virgin ! 
don't interfere till Confu conies up." Confu imme- 
diately arrived, and laughed more than Engedan, 
but did not oiler to interfere, on the contrary, he 
clapped his hands, and cried, '^ Wei) done, Ammo- 
nios !" swearing he never saw so equal a match in his 
life. Tbe unfortunate Ammontos liad bt-en driven 
from tree to tree, till he hiid got behind one within a 
few yards of the water : but the brush- wood upon 
the banks, and his attention to tJie buffalo, huidered 
him from seeing how far it was below him. Nothing 
could be more ridiculous than to see him holding the 
tree with both hands, pe(>ping tirst one way, und 
then another, to see by which the beust wouid turn. 
And well he might be on hi^ guard ; ibr the aniical 
was absolutely mad, tossing up the ground with his 
feet both before and behind. " Sir," said Mr. BrucH 
to Ayto Confu, '' this will be but an ugly ioke to- 
night, if we bring home that man's corjise, killed in 
the very midst of us, while we were looking on." 
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_ ..i_i -. — imal's laolioin, liH Aii>iDinii«,r 
led tLroDEh Ifae IJDSlies wiUi aM 
.r««l,iiiiBSfiiitotbBri.«. Bri 
Ti'd lliat Ur. Bruce bud not fi 
The pool VIS very dees, *Bnd Anuumlaa mi 
bwLoi^ 90 thAt llioDffh he eHcitped frou the: 
he would liifnlliblj' bave been drowned, haj 
cuughtliald of eonie BltoDg roots ofa trea.s 
out of [lid bunk ; und llicre he lay in psrUol 
from tLe ciiem.v till the seivanfe weiit nm 
hrought Lira out of l}ie pool on the further ii 
In the meBDiiiiit', the hiiUulo mortBlly m 
seeing hit tuieniy bud escaptd, kept his eym 
upon Uiehmiicrs, who ware about folly yai 
bun, OFdklEg bsckwurdi lonards the i^DnipU 
intent to torn siidritnly upon the oearestboiat 
Ay to Contn ordered two men with gnns to b)Ji 
tlirough the heed, Bud he iuetantly fell. ? 
they Snt killed <VEre femnks ; Ibis lust vn 
autf ons of the krge»l conferBcdly, thst hi 
bifin aeen. Thouch not fat, Mr. Biuce ibbd 
wBlghed nearer «ftj than ibrtj ilone. lo 
from the root, followitiir the line of tlieir can 
about hfij'-twoinebee, and nearly niiienbcre 1 
la lliB cireuiufereBPe. Tliey were flat, not 
Ayto Coufu ordered the bead in be cut 1 
dearedatitaSesli.sn that the homaandskEleb: 
head cnly reoyalnti^Oii'uiluuitup iuhisgr 
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ocoroflM, imk tUt Isierinnaa in hii own Ungasge, 

The etening of tbe day wbenon Utta let out to 
hani, tome men arrived trom Bm d FeelMBt by Ya- 
sine, with camels for tbeirbiHuagie,nothii^lMit mules 
beiBff used at Teberidn. fSty nrougfat word, that 
tbe ShannUa were down near the Tecasze, so that 
now was the time to pass wtthont ftar; thiat Abdel 
Jeleel, the former Shorn of Bas ei Fed, Tasine's mortal 
enany, had been seen larking in the oonntry near San- 
calio; bntaaheliadonJJyfoQrmenyaadwasliimselfa 
known coward, it was not probably he would attempt 
any thing against our tntTeU^v, theogh it woold be 
always better for them to keep on their goard. 

Tcuerkin has a market on ^turdays, in which raw 
cotton, cattle; honey, and coarse cotton cloths, are 
sold. The Shangatw formerly molested Tch^kin 
greatly ; bat for thirty years past they had done little 
damage. The small-pox raged so yiolooitly for a 
number of years among them, that it greatly dimi- 
nished their numbers, and consequently their power 
of troobUng their neighbours. 

On Wednesday the eighth of January, Mr. Bruce 
haying rectified his quadrant with great attention, 
found the latitude of TciieriLin to be 13*' 7' 35'' north. 
But though from that time he was ready to depart, 
he could not possibly get disengaged from his friends, 
but by a composition, which was, that he should stay 
till the li^, the day before Ozoro Esther and her 
company were to set out on their return to Gtondar; 
and that they, on their part, should suffer Mr. Bruce 
to depart on that day, without furtlier persuasion, or 
throwing any obstacle whatever in his way. 

On the morning of the 15th of January, they left 
TcUerkin, and entered immediately among thick 
woods; but proceeded very slowly, the road beinff 
bad and unknown, if It could be called a road, and 
their camels overloadeii. 

U 2d 



TIATKLS III ASTBSIIIU. 






bf t^riTcrddaj mttilwooimtitrjii^ , 

tenpened irith ttij beBatltbl !■«>■ : mtmiI 1 
■!•» enltiTattd with ootuu ; wiaty of Bans G 
oialt; Gninw ibwb. In gnat tbmidaiiEe} «d^ 
«nr; bm, pnoMeti, m til tba dl&Kiit mm 
eBbmieampoiBaHbemailBaotQiiavitck. H^I 
MWiwpurali|«iidMppMeathci«ai«,iWM: h 
Brbis a giui, tba flnt probkUr eier hMid in i 
woods, tliere wu «ach a Bcreaming of other Un 
all lides, some fiving to the pluce whence the 
come, and some Bfmg from it, ihiit it wag impoi 
to hear distinctly any other BOund. 

They cantiiiued their journey from tbence, cu 
a quarter after one came to Mariam-Ohha, ai 
huff-pnat three arrived at Hor-Cacamoot, Ho 
that country, aisnilieBthe deep drj bed of a toi 

death ; so thatYaaines villaae, wliere they now 
up their quartcra, iscailed the Vulley of the Shi 
ot Death ; a bad inaen for weak and wandering 
vellerB aa they were, «urroundtd by a multitu 
dangers, and 6o far from home, tliac tliere seem 
be buC one that cc 
Inuted in him, and 

Hur-CacamooC i» situated in a plain in the n 
of a woud, so much only of whi;rh ]ia» been ck 
away ae to make room for the miserable huts of w 
it conaisla, and for the small spots of ground on it 
they sow mashilia, or maiae, to furiUBh tliem 
bread. Tlidr other food consists entirely of the 
of the elephant and rhinoceros, and chiefly ol 
former, for the trouble of hunting the elephant i 
peaiei titan chasinji! the rhinoceros, and the di 
ence at gain is mM.dv iimcrior. The elephant I 
greater quanVits ot\ieUei fti»\i,-«t\V\™ large t 
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■re very Talnable, knd aSbrd a ready price every 
wlicn). The Inlubltanta b&Ing lltde acqaainted with 
tlie uia of flre-Bimi, the samller game of the deer 
kind are not mueh mo]ca:ed, unless by the vrilil Slian- 
galia, ffhomiike nseorbovBandairawB, sodiHtlheee 
animak are increased beyond imagination. 

Has el Peel conaialeil once at tulrly-nine tillages. 
All the Arabs of Alburn resorted to them with butter, 
honey, horijM, gold, aod many other commoditk-s ; 
and the Sliekh of AtUara, living upon the frontier 
of Sennaar, entertuiued a constunt good corrtspoiid- 
._. ...L ,j|j Shckhof IfciBel Fuel, to whom he rent 
Jonjfniu liorso, two raiora, and two doga. 
Ihckh orRis el Feel, Id return, gave him a 
luuiH aud a f^inule slave: and the effect of this in- 
tercourse nua, to keep all the Interoiedlute Arabs in 
tliiih'dutv. Butsinee the expedition of Yasons II 
uguloit Sennaar, no peace hjs ever subsidted between 

assisted the king, and were defeated with him, pay 
tribute no longer to Si'nnatir, but lire uii the ftvDtient 
ofAbyasinin, aiHl are protauttd there. 
"- '■ e 17lh of March, they set out from Hor- 
., jtou thilr journey toTeawa, tlie cupilal of 

« ravines of A;>>aru, and came to Suncaho, an 
ontier territory of Abyssinia. The town may 
consist of about SUOhuiit, urhouseg, neatly built of 
canes, and curiously thatched wlih Icives of the 
same. Tlie iuhiiliitaiits of tlie tnicn arir Itaos, a race 
of Shaiigalla, conrertrd to tlie Maliometan religion ; 
it is an abnlute {(ocprunicnt, bus u iihSuTust, ur 
kiittle^lrnm tor [imclumaHon, yet i* uncfcTBtood to 
be inferior tu ILis ei I'utl, and dependant on it, aiul 
always auinecl tn that nubleman, who is KasmoU, of 
B:is el FeeL Ounbaro, the Erbab or chief, was tho 
t»llest and stoutest man of his nation, about six feet 
six inches high, and stronjjiy made in proportion ; 
liunted always on foot, and was said, among his 
pojjle, to have singly killed ele^lianta ■«\y(.W!».''^«« 
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of hb ipear. The featunt of his fiuse nif 
be called hldeoiu ; he paid his part of the 
in bnflUo's hides, of whieh the best shial 
made; and with eleplianfs teeth, and rhh 
horns, nsed for tlie handles of the croolced 
which the Abyasioians carry at their girdles, 
inhabitants of Sancaho are banters of eli 
whose flesh Is their principal food. 

On the 18th, they eontinoed their journey 
almost impenetrable woods, full of thorns ; ' 
came to the bed of a torrent. ThoujB^h in ap] 
dry, upon digging with their hands m the loc 
thev here found great plentv of fresh water 
ingly well tastefl, bein(r sheitered by projectii 
from the action of the sun. This is called 
Sliekh. Here they filled their girbas, for 
very little good wuter between this place anc 
A girba is an ox skin squared, and the edge 
together very artiticially by a double scan 
does not let out water, much resembling tl 
the best English cricket balls. An opening 
the top of the girbo, in the same manner as t 
hole of a cask. Around this the skin is cat 
the size of a larue handful, which, when tlie 
full of water, is tied round with whip-cord 
girbas not uncommoTily contain about sixt} 
each, and two of them are the load of ; 
They are then all besmeared on the outsi 
grease, as well to hinder the water froa 
through, as to prevent its being evaporated 
action of the sun upon the girba, which in i 
pened to them twice, so as to put them in i 
danger of perishing with thirst. 

Yasine had provided a camel and two g 
well as every other provision necess:iry for t 
they should arrive at Teawa. Surf* el Shek 
boundary of Ras el Feel. Here Mr. Bruce 
affectionate leave oi UU friend Yasine, who, 
his attendants, %\\ev?e^, ^iX^tWwst^A^'^^lov. 
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tachmcnt they had constantly preserved to Mr. Bruce 
since their first acquaintance. 

On the 20th, our travellers arrived at Imserha, and 
thence proceeded to Rasliid. They were now flying 
for their lives ; the Simoom, or hot-wind, having struck 
them not long after they had left Imserha, and the 
whole company, except Mr. Bruce, fell sick with the 
quantity of poisonous vapour which they had imbibed. 
Though Bashid is one of the most dangerous halting- 
places between Baa el Feel and Sennaar, yet they 
were so enervated, their stomachs so weak, and their 
head-aches so violent, that they could not pitch their 
tent ; but, each wrapping himself in his cloak, re- 
signed himself immediately to sleep under the cool 
shade of the large trees, invited by the pleasant breeze 
from the north, which seemed to be merely local, 
cuuiined to this small grove, created probably by 
the vicinity of the water, and the agitation they had 
occasioned in it. 

In this helpless state to which they were reduced, 
Mr. Bruce alone continued not weakened by the Si- 
moom, nor overcome by sleep. A Ganjar Arab, who 
drove an ass laden with salt, took this opportunity of 
stealing one of the mules, ti^ether with a lance and 
shield belonging to one of Mr. Brace's servants. The 
country was so woody, and he had so much the ad- 
vantage of them in point of time, and they were in 
80 weak and discouraged a state, that it was thought 
in vain to pursue him one step. So he got off with 
his booty, unless he was intercepted by some of those 
wild beasts, which he would find every where in his 
way, whether he returned to Ras el Feel, or the fron- 
tiers of Kuara, his own country. 

Having refreshed themselves with a little sleep, the 
next thing was to fill their girbas, or skins, with wa- 
ter. But before they attempted this, Mr. Bruce 
thought to try an experiment of mixing about twenty 
drops of spirit of nitre in a horn of water about the 
size of an ordinary tumbler. This he found greatly 



re[ye«bed Mm, thaui;Ii his hend-itche still con 

1[ had a much boiler elftxl upon hia serva. , 

itbDiB he gave It ; for [he; all attoied ImmedulB 
recarereil, and iliclr SpirlU much mare ao, from ti 
reBaudon that tliey bnd vlth Ibem s remedy th 
cuuTd tmit to, if they ahauld ugam be w) Dnlortmw 
U to rneut ibis pDiBOUoua nind ur Tapour. 

Ob the 'lut, upon aiiproBchiue a pool of wafl 
tbougbyet atscmedialancefraniTE, Mr. Brute's K 
Tuit* scat him word to come upspoedily, and to br 

■pecKscalled an«f, and had eaten portorit; tmtn- 
tired in con^quence of the nnise ^aich the compan)' 
bad made in alighting. Fire or sli h^geDsi had next 
Btized thecarcueT and se vera] others vtre juet arriv* 
iiig to loin Iheni. Cpon receiving the aummons, Vt. 
Bruce bagtetied fomnrd, carrying with hint a miu. 
hel, bayonet, and ship-bJunderbu», loaded with 
iiliQut fonv small bulieU. He crept tbroogh tha 
bullies, and under banks aa near to [he TOfaGiaag ani- 
ninis 8B poaalUle ; but this precaution aeemed entiraly 
auperSuouB ; for tbou;:b they observed him appreadi- 
la^, they abened nil diBpasitioQ to leave their prey ; 
but looked at blm, raising the brblles oa their Iwcff, 
shaking themselves, and giving a short bat tcrrllila 
grunt. They then tell to their repast attain, as if thm 
ineant to dispatch tlieir deer first, and then to lettM 

Mr. BruL-e now began to repent having veDtared 
alone ao near ; but koowiag that witb his thort mt*- 
pon, the execution depended in a great measDre un 
tlie distance, lie crept a little nearer still, and at last 
gained as (avoarable B position as possible behind tha 
root of a large tree, vhich bad fallen into the lake. 

group, wliicb were feeding voraciously, like as many 
swine, with acoiisiderable noise, and in a civil tvar 
wiCb each other. Dnoof tb><m tell dead on the spot; 
two Others died at \he4iaVinfte'A»i«>j\v«catY}-iirijf; 
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and all the rest that coald escape fled without look- 
ing back, or sitewini; the least si^^n of resentment. 

So sooner were the hysenas dispersed, than about 
twenty small foxes, and a flock of several hundred 
Guinea fowls, came up from the Inside of the pool. 
The fowls lighted immediately, and ran back into the 
water, and the foxes quickly retired into the woods. 
Whether they had assembled with a view of getting a 
share of the deer, an animal of this kind being gene- 
rally attendant upon the lion, or whether, as is most 
probable, the Guinea-fowls were their object, our tra- 
veller could not decide; but from their number iie 
suspected the latter, as never more than one at a time 
is remarked to accompany the lion. 

On the 23d, which was the seventh day sine? i.liey 
hud left Has el Feel, they arrived at Teawa, the prin- 
cipal village and residence of the Shekh of Atbara, 
between three and four miles from the ruins of Gari- 
gana. The whole distance, then, from Uor-Caca- 
moot, may be about 65 miles to Teawa, as near as 
Mr. Bruce then could compute. 

The strength of Teawa was about twenty-live 
horse, of which about ten were armed with couts of 
mail. They had about a dozen of iire-locks, very 
contemptible from the order in which they were kept, 
and still more so from the hands that bore them. The 
rest of tlie inhabitants might amount to twelve hun- 
dred men, naked, miserable, and despicable Arabs, 
like the rest of those that live in villages, who are 
much inferior hi courage to the Arabs that dwell iu 
ti.nts : weak as its stuce was, it was the seat of go- 
vernmf^nt, and, as such, a certain degree of reverence 
attended it. Such was the state of Teawa. Its con- 
sequence was only to remain till the Daveina should 
resolve to attack it, when its corn fields being burnt 
and destroyed in a night by u multitude ofhorsemen, 
the bones of its iniiabitants scattered upon tiie earth 
would be all its remains. 

Mr. Bruce had not been long at Teawa, before here- 
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it nneqliiv 
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le thoiight'^f t 
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tiileiiu to tbe test, and after he I 
tbs bcntflt tlom the rcmpiJitB preacrtbed In hti 
lortt far our traveller to tIbII two of bii wlTM. 
Ursine BtCeoded, snd wa> led hy the Shekh " 
•<;ntl welt-prnportianeil upurtment-i, but 

■ II of l.[ii. Ji.,ri-(- IliMt („:!mi.:,-l t" \,h„l-ii. an.rfiTr.'irrJd3 
I ! ilde of a •qnare, whtph tbe; croeeed, uid tbea Mtlar 
I '' ed several apartments fumlsbed in ■ nock betta 
\ style, the ftoors being all eoiered with Tarks; ear 
I pett. Ill an alcoveut one of the Shekh'iwIvcinpM 
I the ground, snrroiuided by a nnmber of blaek ilnti 
> ller&cewaeuncovered; and Ur. Brace, flntnoMa 

hlshend to his lips, toncbed her tingenwitll Ihaa^ 

< . ol' hl8 own. The Sbekh taad meanwhile ktnadt I 

i>i?cond nrira from another apartment, «i^ plaoM Iw 
begide tlie Hnt. They were both pot aw aUili 
age, and had never been bandsonie ; oM of tb«B,a 
1 our traveller aftemards learned, was the da^itera 

j . Bhekh AdeUn, prime minuter to the Etag of Bm 

naar. They were attended by a nullitode of ik** 

■ 1 i of whom, at Mr. Bruce'e deeire, the room WM clMT 

< ; ed by Fldele, who Uking up a short wbip or iwttek 
; which lay at hand, soon put the unforluaate ftnilla 
] to the route, and immediately went Kway hlnud 

During the operation of the medicinewhicn beadnl 

Mr. Bruce observed a genteel lemiLle fieuie, who til 
' then had appeared covered, unveil her face an 

head down to the ebnuldera ; and soon after one o 
the slaves, her attendant, as In pl^, paUed off tli 
remaining part of the veil which covered her. Ui 
Bruce was compietelj astonished at her beauty. He 
hair, which was wii ■ji'»\\-j,\i«'.\Mi^,aQdingre» 
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quantity, was braided and twisted round like a crown 
upon tlie top of her iiead, ornamented with beads, 
and the small white Guinea-shells, commonly called 
blackamoors' teeth. She had plain rin^ of gold in 
her ears, and four rows of gold chain round her neck, 
to w^hich was hung a number of sequins. The rest 
of her dress was a blue shift, which hung loosely 
about her, and covered her down to the feet, though 
it was not very closely disposed all below her neck. 
She was the tallest of the middle size ; not yet fif- 
teen ; all her features faultless ; and indeed, aads Mr. 
Bruce, they might have served alone for the study of 
a painter all his life, if he was in search of absolute 
beauty. From these ladies, Mr. Bruce afterwards 
experieneed much kindness during the persecutions 
which he had to suffer from the Shekh. 

The latter conceiving that our traveller was pos- 
sessed of great wealth, had made a demand of 2,000 
piastre;*, and had even gone so far as to hint to Soli- 
man, one of Mr. Bruce's Moorish attendant^), that if 
he would help to rob and murder his master, he should 
share the booty with him. The day after he had 
made this proposal, he desired to see Mr. Bruce In 
the evening. Apprized of his villauous intentions, 
the latter resolved to go armed for fear of the worst, 
but to conceal his weapons so as to give no umbrage. 
He had a small Brescian blunderbuss, which had a 
iohit in the stock, so that it folded double, hung by a 
hook to a thin belt under his left arm, close to his side 
quite unperceived, like a cutlass. He likewise took a 
pair of pistols in his i^irdle, and his knife as usual. 
He was attended by Hagi Israael, a Turk, Soliman, 
and two other Moorisii servants, who also took their 
fire-arms and swords along with them : but remained 
at the outer door of the Shekh's house, while Mr. 
Bruce went, in alone. 

He found Fidele sitting in a spacious room, in an 
alcove, on a large broad sofa like a bed, witli India 
curtains gathered on each side into festoons. He 



called lo A liLjckboy wfaoalteaded]iuD,inH veljsarlj 
tone, to bring liim b pip^i oi'A, in mucb tbn sBioe 
*irfee, uld to Mr. Brnce, "Wfiat! alone?" Oar 
truveiler replied, " Yifs, nliat are your utmmanda 
wltii met" Mr. Bruce ibw lie either ws«, or affect- 
ed to lie drink, Rod wliiclieFer was the case, he knew 
It would lead to mlgcliief: be thererore repented 
bisurtily of having come into the houufi ali>ne> 
ARbtLo had luken two nblfTs of lib pipe, ar-* "- 



'e had left tbe room, " Are you prepared V ■ 
he! "lime youbrougbtthetifui^ulBiangn'tth yn 
Mr. Brnce niahed to hSTO occasion to joia Snlin 



__ . ^. Mr. Bruce vaa going ont. "Ha- 
kim," said he, " infidel or de? il, or whatever li yoor 
name, hearkGn.to vhat I any. Consider where yoB 
are; thiaiathe room where Mek Bandy, a kioB, mi 
alain by the hand of my father: h>okat hia blood, 
where it baa stained the floor, which never could be 
wsahedoot. I am uiformed you hftve2(l,000 piastre! 
in gold with you ; either give me Z.OOO l>efare yoa go 
out of this chamber, or you aholl die : I will put you 
to death with my own'hund." Upon this he took 
up his sword, tliat was lying at the head of hit sofa, 
end drawing it with a bravado, threw the acabbard 
into the middle of the room; and, tucking the aleeve 
of his shirt above bu elbow like a butcher, uid, " I 
wait your answer." 

Mr. Bruce now etept one pace backward, and held 
the little blundetbasa ui his hand, without taking it 
off the belt. He eaid in a Wtift <.om at voice, •' Thij 



TilAVKLS IN ABYSSINIA. 411 

is my answer : I am not a man as I told you before, 
to die like a beast by the hand of a drankard ; on 
Your life, I charge you stir not from that sofa." He 
had no need to give this injunction ; he heard the 
noise which the closing the joint in the stock of the 
blunderbuss made, and thought he had cocked it, and 
was instantly to fire. He let his sword drop, and 
threw himself on his back on the sofa, crying, ** For 
God's sake, Hakim, I was but jesting." At the same 
time, with all his might, he cried, ^^ Brahlm ! Maho- 
met! El coom ; El coom!" — "If one of your ser- 
vants approach," said Mr. Jiruce, " that instant I 
will blow you to pieces ; not one of them shall enter 
this room till they bring in my servants with them ; I 
have a number of them armed at your gate, who will 
break in the instant they hear me fire." 

The women had come to the door, and Mr. Bruce's 
servants were admitted, each having a blunderbuss in 
his hand, and pistols at his girdle. They were now 
greatly an overmatch for the Shekh, who sat far back 
on the sofa, and pretended that all he had done was 
in joke : in which his servants joined, and a very con- 
fused desultory discourse followed, till the Turk, she- 
riffe Israael, happened to observe the Shekh's scabbard 
of his sword thrown upon the floor, on which he fell 
into a violent fit of laughter. He had endeavoured to 
make the Shekh understand that drunkards and cow- 
ards had more need of the scabbard than the sword ; 
that he, Fidele, and the other drunkard that came to 
their house two or three nights before, who said he 
was Sliekh of Jehaina, were just possessed of the 
same portion of courage and insolence. 

As no good could be expected from this expostula- 
tion, Mr. Bruce stopt it, and took his leave, desiring 
the Shfckh to go to bed and compose himself, and not 
try any more of these experiments, which would 
certainly end in his sliame, if not in his punisliiuent. 
He made no answer, only wished them good night. 

Mr. Bruce and his servants went to tiie door^ 



thrauili the aaveral apartmBnta rary tnuth upon theif 
nua; tiir there WHS DO tiei>on toUj^lit tbsni out, sod 
tney vert atraii of soiott ireauhery or ambiuli In tba 
•nlicliftinber and dark pnsaanw : but they met notjo- 
dy ; Uid were, even at Ihe oiitur-eatc, obliged to open 
■lis dour Ihemseliea. Witboul t\x eile, there were 
about tweaty peo^ile ^thered tof^ether, but nane of 
them with amia ; a»cl, by the half words andejipres- 
■lotia thev made om of. tliey could jud'.^- they were 
not the Shekh's friendi. They lollowe'l them for 
a Utile, hut duperaed before they arrived at tlieil 

They had scarce got rid of this real danger, when 
the epurihenfiou ol nil iniagiimry ont atrufk theo 
viuleDlly. The water at 'Peawa is atagnarit in pMh, 
and exceedingly bul. Either that or the baiui,a 
kind of new tieer which they sent them with tkelr 
luejt, hadglcen allof tiiem, at the same Ume, avlv- 
Icnt diarrhiEB, and Hr. Brace waa tomeDted wltk a 
perpetual thirst eversEnce they had been orstakaa bj 
the Simoom ; and the bouza being add wu not oely 
more agreeable, but be thought, relieved him ■■>»> 
than bad water ; in this, therelbre, he certttialy hid 
exceeded. When they tbund they were all taken 111 
at the same time, it came into their heada that Sbekk 
Fidele had given tiiem poison in their dlniwr, and 
they were very much perplexed what they ahoiud do 
the next day. None of tbem, therefote, tuted tba 
meat sent them ; whenatnight, their friend the black 
slave came, and to her tliey trankty told th^ doabla. 
The poor creature fell Into such violent fits of lamh- 
ter, which followed ao clone the one apoD the otlin', 
end lasted so long, thai Hr. Brace feu«d abe woidd 
' - - expired upon the spot. '' "' '" '' " "" 



she : it does so to all stisiwers ;" ai 
into anothergreat fitof laughter. "CI 
Jlr. Bruce, "you know the Shekli is 
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without fear." " And bo you may," said slie ; " the 
Shekh could do no such thing without our knowledge ; 
und we would rather all be burnt alive than be guilty 
of so vile an action. Besides," said she, " this is not 
like Habesb, where both meat and drink, brought to 
you, are tasted by the bearer before you use them. 
There is no such thing as poison in Atbura ; the lance 
and the knife in the field, that is the manner in which 
they kill one another here." 

They then shewed her their dinner uneaten, and 
she ^ain fell into a violent fit of laughter, and took 
the meat away that she might warm it : and they heard 
her laughing all the way as she went by herself. She 
was not long in returning with provisions in plenty, and 
told them, that her mistresses were never so diverted 
ill tljeir lives, and that she lefc them still laughing. 

During the whole of Mr. Bruce's stay at Teawa, 
the behaviour of Fidele was all of a piece, and it is 
probable our traveller would have finished his peregri- 
natious in that place, had not some of his powerful 
friends interested themselves in his security. How- 
ever, after various impediments, in the evening of the 
18th of April, he took leave of the Shekh to proceed 
on his journey, in company with a servant sent by 
Shekh Adelan, and another by the king to conduct 
our traveller to Sennaar. The day had been immo- 
derately hot, and he had resolved to travel all night, 
though he did not say so to the Shekh, who advised 
him to sleep at Imgededema, where there was fresli 
water. But his party had taken a girba of water 
with them, or rather, in case of accident, a little in 
t'dch of the three girbas. 

Their journey , for the first seven hours, was through 
a barren, bare, and sandy plain, without tindin^f a ves- 
ti-e of any living creature, without water, and with- 
(»ut grass; a country that seemed undrr the imme- 
diate curse of Heaven. However, after a most dis- 
agreeable journey, on the lOth, at eight in the even- 
ing, they arrived at Bevla. Mr. Bru.ce Ccsw^vsk V>«?>^V>* 



ruJLfnis in asyhhi 



, Tbn were met ^ HiAeiael, tlie Sliekh, ai 
tha nneamueof duKHn. He said, helQokcl 
•pOB tMBUliun froB tbadCKd; tlist lliey laast 
M food pMpl>t aDd pMUcalarlT under the care of 
PnnfdaacB, to tuve eHsped the many saaiei tlie 
SbeUxrfAtbmbldMdhr tliem. Uahoniet, tha 
Sb«kh,k*d profidod areryKR^ DfrefreshmeDl poui- 
bla Iter thea, end. thitlklng they could nut live witb- 
oat It, ha had tndand tMU fur tbem frum Sentiaar- 
Honeyforthe mutt put Utberto tud been ite netatl- 
tute. They had n good coralnttiible supper ; sa Hub 
wbeat-biead aa ecer Ur, Bruce sic in hia !ir?, bruuglit 
from Bennaar, aa aliio rice ; in a word, every tfiiiig 
that their kind iandlord coul'l t^uiitrilinte to tbeir 
plentiful and bo^pilable enteilabiment. 

Our trateQer'B whale company was fall of Joy, to 
which the Shekh greatly encouraged them; aM, U 

there waa any alloy tothehappinesB, il lliiiliiiilinr 

tliat Hr. Brace did nut partake of i<.— Symptom* w 
ail agueish ditorder had been hanging about him fi>r 
several days. He found tbe j^ealetsc repnniaiica, 
or nausea, at the smell of warm meat ; aiid, luvjiw 
a violent bead-ache, be iniilsted upon going to txS 
Bupperlexs, after baring dranit a qoantity of irsnn 
water by way of emetic. Being enceedinely tired, 
lie Boon fell sound asleep, having tirst taken soma 
drops of a strong epiriEuoua tincture of the htrk 
which he had prepored at'Gondar, resolving, if he 
found any Temiasion, as he then did, to take scTeral 
good doaes of the bark in ponder on the morrow, 
ueglnrdng at day-break, which be accordingly did 
with its uauul succeas. 

On tbe SOth of April, a little after the dawn of day, 
the Shekh, in great anxiety, came to Che place where 

Mr. Bruce was lying, upon a ■■ ■--*-'' ' - ' 

on the gronnd. Hi* wnio-n w 
when he found Wm utiWft ^m 



m turned into joy 
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He Lad taken the bark, and expressed a desire of eat- 
ing a hearty breakfast of rice, which was immediate- 
ly prepared for him. 

The Shekh of Beyla was an implicit believer in 
medicine. Seeing him take some drops of the tinc- 
ture before coffee, he insisted upon pledging Mr. 
Bruce, and would have willingly emptied tne whole 
bottle. The Shekh, having suffered great agonv 
with his own complaint, had passed some small 
stones, and was greatly better, as he said, for the 
soap-pills which our traveller had sent him. Mr. 
firuce put him in a way to prepare these, as also his 
lime-water. It was impossible to have done any 
favour for him equal to this, as his agony had been 
so great. 

It was now the time to give the Shekh a present, 
and Mr. Bruce iiad prepared one for him, such as he 
very well deserved ; but no intreaty, nor any means 
he could use, could prevail upon him to accept of the 
merest trifle. On the contrary, he solemnly swore, 
that if Mr. Bruce importuned him further, he would 
get upon his horse and go into the country. AW that 
he desired, and that too as a favour, was, thai when 
Mr. Bruce had rested at Sennaar, he might come 
and consult him further as to his complaints, for 
wiiich he promised he should bring a recompense 
with him. 

Though Mr. Bruce was much pleased with his re- 
ception here, he determined to press on to Wennaar 
before affairs there were in a desperate situation, or 
some scheme of mischief should be contrived by 
Fidele. They had again a large and plentiful din- 
ner, and a quantity of bousa ; venison of several 
different species of the antelope or deer kind, and 
Guinea fowls boiled with rice, the best part of their 
fare, for the venison smelled and tasted stronj:fly 
of musk. This was the provision made by the Shekh's 
two sons, boys about fourteen or fifteen years ol«J, 
who had got each of them a gim with a matchlock, 
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degree, hygiiing them (oiHe gootl gui 
ulemv DftniuU Imden bufleti. 


.poKder, 1^ 




Ill llie klUmMMi, tbey walked oat to e. 


eetbe.ill»ge. 


wlucli ii. a vtT, pleuaut one, allualrf 


npoB the bol- 


tanorxliill, coreied with wood, all th 


e real flat b«- 


fure II, Tlitoumli tliiu plsin Ijiere ar 


e nun. larce l 


Umber treia, planled in row, and joined wlA Uii 


bedgea, aa in Europe, ronning encloati 


™ for keep- 1, 
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iiuul apprebenaloD from die Aitii* DovAa at BIm 
Bim.aboutlOailM «oatb-etU from tham: andtraB 
BQoUier powerfal race, called Wed abd al GHb, i. f. 
'Son I]/' tA0 ditoM q/* tA< .!)<»(, wbo Un to die WNrtk- 
«e*t of tbeo, betwaen the Dmder and tka HB& 
Beyla 1* anotbar frontier tovn of Seonaar, a* Iha 
eide of Slu Bim: and betveen Tcava and tUi, N 
the Sennaar iSiU, and Bu el Feel, Nan, ml 
Tchelga, npon tbe Abjieinian aide, all b daawt RDi 
waste, tlie Arabs onlv suffering the water ta rtiwatn 
there withoat villages near it, that thaj SDd their 
flocks many come at certain seasons while the giMi 
grows, and the pools or fpringa fllj elsewhsM. 

Ttaougli Hr. Bruce went eorjv to bad, wltk fall 
determination to set oot by day-break, yet lie taat 
it was impossible to put Lis design in enwDtkn, er 
get from the hands of ttieir kind landlord. Onaof 
their girbas seemed to fsi), and needed tohenpalnd, 
as if noCbing good could come from tba Bb^h •! 

On the aiBt of April, they left Beyla at tbw 
o'clock in the aftemoan, and proceeded throurii i 
very pleasant flatcountry, butwitboutwaler; tbere 
had been none ni ttteii vs.i nearer than the rirer 
Rahlul . AbooV e\ei«tv W tfvt'M, -ilinKi tlis^hted in a 
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wood : the place is called Baherie, as near as they 
coald compute, nine miles from Bey la. 

On the 22d, at half-past five o'clock in the morn- 
ing, they left Baherie, still contuiuing westward, and 
at nine they came to the banks of the Rahad. The 
ford is called Tchir Chaira. The river itself was now 
standing in pools, the water foul, stinking, and co- 
vered with a green mantle; the bottom soft and 
muddy, but there was no choice. The water at Bey la 
was so bad, that thev took only as much as was ab- 
solutely necessary till they arrived at running water 
from the Bahad. 

On the 23d they met several men, on horseback 
and on foot, belonging to the tribe of Cohala, coming 
out from among the bushes, who endeavoured to carry 
off one of their camels. They indeed were some- 
what alarmed, and were going to prepare ;tbr resist- 
ance. The camel they had taken away had on it the 
king's and Shekh Adelan's presents, and some other 
tilings for their future need. Their clothes, too, 
booKBj and papers, were upon the same camel. 
However, as this was only a contrivance of the king's 
servant to extort a present from Mr. Bruce, the matter 
was easily got over, and the camel restored. 

Oa the 21th, they came to the river Dender, stand- 
ing now in pools, but by the vast wideness of its 
banks, and the great deepness of its bed, all of white 
sund, ic should seem that in time of rain it will con- 
tain nearly as much water as the Nile. The banks 
are every where thickly overgrown with the rack and 
jajeb-tree, especially the latter. The wood, whicii 
ii'dd continued mostly from Bevla, here failed entirely, 
and reached no further towards Sennaar. These two 
sorts of rrees, however, were in very great beauty, 
and of a prodigious size. 

In the evening, they set out from a shady place of 
repose on the banks of the Dender, through a large 
plain, with not a tree before them : but they presently 
lound themselves encompassed with a number of vil- 

14 2 li 
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weloom, and hdped tiMm to wHh iMr elalbH4ai| - 
and Umd to dry them. VHien Mr. Brace irasitz%9«a 
naked, tbey saw the blood mnoing from hh noMy and 
said, they could not hare thought that one so white ai 
he was, could have been capable of bleedmff. They 
gave them a piece of roasted hog, which tiiey ate, 
(except Ismael and the Mahometaas) very mvcfa to 
the satisfaction of the Nuba. On the other band, as 
their camel was lame, they oitiered one of their Ma- 
hometan servants to kill it, and take as much of it as 
would serve themselves that night; they also provided 
aj^ainst wanting themselves the next day. The rest 
thev g^ve amooff their new acquired acquaintance, the 
Nuba uf the village, who did not fiidl to make a &ast 
upon it tor several days after it : and, in recompense ftiir 
their liberality, they provided them with a iuige Jar 
of bouza, not very ffood, indeed, but better than the 
well-water. This Mr. Bruce repaid by tobacco, 
beads, i>epper, and stibium, which he saw pla^y 
was inflnitely more than they expected. Althpngh they 
had been a good deal surprised at the sadden and 
violent effects of the whirlwind of that day, and se- 
verely felt the bruises it had occasioDed, yet they pass- 
ed a very social and agreeable evening. Mr. Bruce 
had seldom, in his life, upon a journey, passed a more 
comfortable night. He liad a very neat, clean hut, 
entirely to himself and a Greek servant, that sat near 
him. ^mc of the Nuba watched for them ail night, and 
took care of their beasts and baggage. They sung 
and replied to one another alternately, in notes fuU 
of pleasant melody, till Mr. Bruce fell fast asleep, 
involuntarily, and with regret ; for though bruised, the 
travellers were not fatigued, but rather discouraged, 
having gcme no further than two miles that day. 

The landlord of the hut where Mr. Bruce was 
asleep, having prepared for their safety and that of 
their baggage, thought himself bound in duty to go 
and give immedmte information to the prime minister 
of the unexpectedi%u^^\&>i2QAlx2(v^\voecupied his liouse. 
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lie found Adelan at supper, but was immediatelv 
admitted, and a variety of questions asked him, which 
iie answered fully. He described their colour, their 
number, the unusual size and number of their lire- 
arms, the poorness of their attire, and. above all, 
their great cheerfulness, quietness, ana affability : 
tlu'ir being contented with eating any thing, and in 
particular mentioned the hog's flesh. One man then 
})resent, testifying abhorrence of this, Adelan said of 
Mr. Bruce to theur landlord, '< Why, he is a soldier 
and a Kafr like yourself. A soldier aoid a Kafr, when 
travelling in a strange country, should eat every 
thing, and so does every other man that is wise ; has 
he not a servant of mine with him V* He answered. 
** Yes, and a servant of the king too ; but he had 
loft them, and was gone forward to Sennaar. " Go 
vou ^^^t\^ them," said he, ** and. stay with them at 
iBasboch till I have time to send for them to town." 
The man had returned from Aira long before our tra- 
vellers arose, and told them the conversation, which 
was great comfort to them all ; for they were not much 
pleased witli the king's servant going before, as they 
hiid every reason to think he was disaffected towards 
them. 

On the 26th, at six o'clock in the morning, they set 
out from this village of Nuba, their way being still 
across an immense plain. All the morning there were 
terrible storms of thunder and lightning, some rain, 
and one shower, of so large drops that it wet them to 
the skin in on instant. It was quite calm, and every 
drop fell perpendicularly upon them. Mr. Bruce 
thUiks he never in his life felt so cold a rain, yet it 
was not disagreeable ; for the day was close and hot, 
and they should have wished every now and then to 
have hiid a moderate refrigeration; this, however, 
was rather too abundant. The villages of the Nuba 
lay, on all sides, throughout this plain. At nine 
o'clock they arrived at Basboch, which is a large 
collection of huts of these people, like a town. 
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The govenor, a Tenenble old man aboat Mventy, 
who was M feeble that he could scarady walk, re- 
ceived them with great complaceiicy. coW eayincr, 
when be took Mr. Brace by the handy "O ChrietiaDl 
what doet thon, at such a time, in toch a eo un tr y V 
Mr. Bmee was surprised at the poUtenen id his 
meeb, when he called him Nanraai,'the civil term 
lor Christian in the east : vHhereas Infidel Is tiie g«» 
nend term among these brutish people; Imtbefbond 
that he bad been several times at Cairo. Mr. Bmee 
had here a very dean and comfbrtable but to lodga 
in, though Iiis party were sparinely sapplid with pro- 
visions all the time they were were, imt never were 
suffered to fast a whole day together. 

Basboch is situated on the eastern bank of the Nile, 
not a quarter of a mile from the ford below. The 
river here runs north and south ; towards the sides it 
is shallow, but deep in the middle of the current; and 
in this part it is much infested with crocodiles. Sen- 
naar is two miles and a half S. S. W. of it. They 
heard the evening drum very distinctly, and not with- 
out anxiety, when they reflected to what a brutish 
people, according to all accounts, they were about to 
trust themselves. 

On the 20tli, leave was sent them to enter Sen- 
naar. It was not without some difficulty that Mr. 
Bruce got his quadrant and heavy baggage safely 
carried down the hill, for the banks are very steep 
to the edge of the water. The intention of their 
assistants was to slide the quadrant down the hill, in 
its case which would have utterly destroyed it ; and 
as their boat was but a very indl&erent embarkation, 
it was obliged to make several turns to and fro before 
they got all their several packages landed on the 
westeni side. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Interview with the King of Sennaar — Visit to Shekh Adelan 
— Description of the King's wives— Government of Sen- 
naar — Manners of the Inhabitants — ^Provinces — Military 
Force — Distresssd situation of the author — Departure from 
Sennaar — Reception at Chendi by Sittina — ^Interviews with 
her — Journey through the desert — Provision for the Journey 
—Moving Pillars of Sand — ^The Simoom — Distress in the 
Desert— The Camels die of fatigue — ^The author is obliged 
to abandon his bagi$age — Arrival at Assouan — Cairo — 
Alexandria — Marseilles. 

On his arrival at Sennaar Mr. Bruce was conducted 
by Adelan's servant to a very spacious good house 
belonging to the Shekh Iiimself, having two stories, 
a long quarter of a mile frora the king's palace. He 
left a message for our traveller to repose himself, and 
in a day or two to wait upon the king. This he re- 
solved to comply with most exactly; but the very 
next morning, the 30th of April, there came a ser- 
vant from the palace to summon him to wait upon 
the king, which he immediately obeyed. Mr. Bruce 
took with him three servants, black Soliman, Israael, 
the Turk, and his Greek servant Michael. The 
palace covers a prodigious deal of ground. It is all 
of one story, built of clay, and the floors of eartli. 
The chambers through which they ])assed were all 
unfurnished, and seemed as if a great many of them 
liad formerly been destined as barracks for soldiers, 
of whom Mr. Bruce did not see above fifty on guard. 
The king was in a small room, not twenty feet square, 
to which they ascended by two short flights of narrow 
steps. The floor of the room was covered with broad 
square tiles ; over it was laid a Persian carpet, and 
tlie walls were hung with tapestry of the same coun- 
try ; the whole very well kept and in good order. 

The king was .'■itting upon a mattress laid on the 
ground, which was likewise covered with a Persian 
carpet, and round him was a number of cushions of 
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Bruce took the slieriffe of Mecca's letter, also one 
from the king of Abyssinia ; he gaye him the king's 
first) and then the sheriffe's. He took them both as 
Mr. Bruce gave them, but laid aside the kind's upon 
a cushion tUl he had read the sherifPe's. After this 
he read the king's, and called immediately again for 
an Abyssinian interpreter ; upon which Mr. Bruce 
said nothmg, supposing perhaps, he might choose to 
make him deliver some messi^e to him in private, 
which he would not have his people hear. But it 
was pure confusion and absence of mind, for he never 
spoke a word to him wlien he came. *^ You are a 
physician and a soldier," said the king. *< Both, in 
time of need," replied Mr. Bruce. " But the sheriffe's 
letter tells me also, that you are a nobleman in the 
service of a great king that they call Englise-man, 
who is master of all the Indies, and who has Maho- 
metan 413 well as Christian subjects, and allows them 
all to be governed by their own laws." — " Though I 
never said so to the sheriffe," replied Mr. Bruce, 
" yet it is true ; I am as noble as any individual in 
ray nation, and am also servant to the" greatest king 
now reigning upon earth, of whose dominions, it is 
likewise truly said, these Indies are but a small part." 
" How conies it," said the king, " you that are so 
noble and learned, that you know all things, all lan- 
guages, and so brave that you fear no danger, but 
pass, wiiii two or three old men, into such countries 
as this and Habcsh, where Baady, my father, pe- 
rished with an army? How comes it that you do 
not stay at home and enjoy yourself, eat, drmk, take 
pleasure and rest, and not wander like a poor man, 
a prey to every danger ?" — " You, Sir," replied Mr. 
Bruce, " may know some of this sort of men; cer- 
tainly you do know them ; for there are in your reli- 
gion, as well as mine, men of learning, and those too 
of great rank and nobility, who, on account of sins 
they have committed, or vows they have made, re- 
nounce the world, its riches*, and pleasures. The^ 
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an ass, and every hair of that ass is to be a pipe, and 
every pipe is to play a different kind of music, and 
all that near and follow them are carried to hell.'' — 
*^ I know them not," said Mr. Bruce, '' and in the 
name of the Lord I fear them not, were they twice 
as small as you say they are, and twice as numerous. 
I trust in God I shall never be so fond of music as to 
go to bell after an ass, for all the tunes that he or 
they can play."— The king laughed heartily, and Mr. 
Bruce, beuig tired of the conversation, rose to go 
away. 

The drum beat a little after six o'clock in the even- 
ing. Our traveller and his party then had a very 
comfortable dinner sent them, camel's flesh stewed 
with an herb of a viscous slimy substance, called 
Bammia. After having dined, and finished the 
journal of the day, Mr. Bruce fell to unpacking his 
instruments, the barometer and thermometer first; 
and, after having hung them up, was conversing 
with Adelan's servant wnen he should pay his visit to 
liis master. About eight o'clock came a servant from 
the palace, telling Mr. Bruce that then was the time 
to bring his present to the king. He sorted the sepa- 
rate articles witli all the speed he could, and went 
directly to tlie palace. The king was fitting in a 
large apartment, as far as he could guests, at some 
distance from the former. He was naked, but had 
several clothes lying upon his knee, and about him, 
and a servant was rubbing him over with very stink- 
ing butter or grease, with which his hair was drop- 
ping as if wet with water. Large as the room was, 
it could be snielled througli the whole of it. The king 
asked Mr. Bruce if ever he greased himself as he 
did ? Mr. Bruce said, very seldom, but fancied it 
would be very expensive. He then told him, that it 
was elephant's grease, which made people strong, 
and preserved tlie skin very smooth. Our traveller 
suid he tliouuht it very proper, but could not bear the 
smell of it, though liis skin should turn as rougii as 
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Mr. Bruce to drink in his presence, which is a 
(ge that yoar person is in safety. The king there- 
n withdrew and went to his ladies. 
t was not till the eighth of Mjky that Mr. Brace 
his audience of Shekh Adelan at Aira, which is 
ie miles and a half from Sennaar : they walked 
early in the morning, for the greatest part of the 
r along the side of the Nile, which had no bcuBiuty, 
ig totally divested of trees, the bottom foul and 
Idy, and the edges of the water white with small 
:;retions of calcareous earth, which, with the bright 
upon them, dazzled and affected their eyes very 
;h. They then struck across a lanre sandv plain 
iout trees or bushes, and came to Adelan's habita- 

• 

i^ithin the gate was a number of horses, with the 
iers' barracks behind them ; they were all piquet- 
n ranks, their faees to their master's barracks. It 

one of the finest sights Mr. Bruce ever saw of the 
1. They were all above sixteen hands high, of 
breed of the old Saracen horses, all finely made, 

as strong as our coach horses, but exceedingly 
ble in their motion ; rather thick and short in the 
hand, but with the most beautiful eyes, ears, and 
ds, in the world ; they were mostly black, some of 
n black and white, some of them milk whife 
ed, so not white by age, with white eyes and white 
fs, itot perhaps a great recommendation. 

steel shirt of mail hung upon each man's quarters 
osite to his horse, ana by it an antelope's skin 
le soft like siiamoy, with which it wus covered 
tt the dew of the iiig^ht. A head-piece of cop- 
, without crest or pluma'j^e, was susipended by :t 

above the shirt of mail, and was tiie most pie- 
jsque part of the trophy. To tlicse was added an 
rmous broadsword in a red leather scabbiird ; and 
n the pummel hung two thick gloves, not divided 

fingers as ours, but like hedger'a gloves, tiieir 
ers in one poke. They told Mr. Bruce tluit^ 
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of the lai^^est and most beautiful amethysts upon \m 
finger that Mr. Bruce ever saw, mounted plain, with- 
out any diamonds, and a small gold car-ring in one 
of his ears. The following conversation then took 
place : — 

" Why have you come hither," said he to Mr. 
Bruce, ** without arms, and on foot, and without 
attendants ?" Yagoube. *' I was told that liorscs 
were not kept at Sennaar, and brought none with 
me." Adelan. *^ You suppose you have come through 
great dangers, and so you have. But what do you 
thuik of mc, who am day and night out in the fields, 
surrounded by hundreds and thousands of Arabs^ all 
of whom would eat me alive if they dared ?" Yag. 
" A brave man, used to command as you are, does 
not look to the number of his enemies, but to their 
abilities : a wolf does not fear ten thousand sheep 
more than he does one." Ad, " True : look out at 
the door; these are their chiefs whom I am now tax- 
ing, and I have brought them hither that they may 
judge from what they see whether I am ready for them 
or not." Yog. " You C(9uld not do more properly ; but, 
as to my own affairs, I wait upon you from the king 
of Abyssinia, desiring safe conduct through your 
country into Egypt, with his royal promise, that he 
is ready to do the like for you again, or any other 
favour you may call upon him for." He took the 
letter and read it. Ad. "The king of Abyssinia 
may be assured I am always ready to do more for 
him than this. It is true, since the mad attempt 
upon Sennaar, and the next still madder, to replace 
old Biiady upon the throne, we have had no formal 
peace, but neither are we at war. We understand 
one another as good neighbours ought to do ; and 
what else is peace?" Yaa. " You know I am a 
stranger and traveller, seeKing my way home. I 
liave nothing to do with peace or war between na- 
tions. All I beg is a safe con;luct through your 
kingdom, and the rights of hospitality bestowed vw 
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ted to without reluctance. " Shekh," said our tra- 
veller, " when I pass these Arabs in the square, I hope 
it will not disoblij^e you if I converse with some of 
theni out of curiosity ?" " By no means,** replied he, 
" as much as you please ; but don't let them know 
where they can find you at Sennaar, or they will be 
in your house from morning till ni^cht, will eat up all 
your victuals, and then, in return, will cut your throat 
if they can meet yon upon your journey." Mr. Bruce 
returned home to Sennaar, very well pleased with 
ills reception at Aira. He had not seen, since he left 
Gondar, a man so open and frank in his manners, and 
who spoke without disguise what apparently he had 
in his heart. 

The next morning he was agreeably surprised by 
a visit from Hagi Belal, to whoin he had bten recom- 
mended by Metical Aga, and to whom Ibrahim Se- 
Tufff the English broker at Jidda, had addressed him 
for any money he should need at Sennaar. Belal 
welcomed him with great kindness, and repeated tes- 
timonies of joy and wonder at his safe arrival, lie 
had been down in.Atbara at Gerri, or some villajres 
near it, with merchandise, and had not yet seen the 
king since he came home, but gave Mr. Bruce the 
very worst description possible of the country, uiso- 
inuch that there seemed to be not a spot, but tiie one 
he then stood on, in which he was not in immhicnt 
(ismger of destruction, from a variety of independent 
causes, whioh it seemed not possibly in his power to 
avoid. In the evening, he sent Mr. Bruce some re- 
freshments, which he had long been unaccustomed to ; 
some tea; excellent coflEee, some honey, and brown 
sugar, several bottles of rack, likewise nutmegs, cin- 
namon, ghiger, and some very good dates of the dry 
kind, which he had brought from Atbara. 

Hagi Belal was a native of Morocco. He had 
been at Cairo, and also at Jidda and Mocha. He 
knew the English well, and professed himself both 
obliged and attaciied to them. K ^^'s* '«*ss»& ^»a:\t» 
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tirst opportunity that had offered, being wearied by 
tiie perpetual \varwhich*])revailed. Upon which the 
Icing said, " He has chosen well, when he carae into 
this country for peace. You know, Hagi Belal, I 
can do nothing for him : there is nothing in my hands. 
I could more easily u:et him back into Abyssinia than 
forward him into Ejxvpt. Who is it that now can 
pass into Egypt V The Cadi then said, Hagi Belal 
can get him to Suakeui, and so to Jidda to his coun- 
trymen." To which Belal replied, " The king will 
find ?ome way when he tliinks farther of it." 

A few days after this Mr. Bruce had a message from 
the palace. He found the king sitting alone, appa- 
rently much chagrined, and in Ul-humour. He asked 
him, in a very peevish manner, if he was not yet 
gone ? To which he answered, " Your Majesty 
knows that it is impossible for me to go a step from 
Sennaar without assistance from you." He again 
asked him iu the same tone as before, ** How he could 
think of coming that way V He said, " Nobody 
imagined in Abyssinia but that he was able to give 
a stranger safe conduct through his own dominions." 
He made no reply, but nodded a sign for Mr. Bruce 
to depart, which he immediately did, and so finished 
this short but disagreeable interview. 

About four o'clock 1;hat same afternoon, Mr. Bruce 
was again sent for to the palace, when the king told 
him, that several of his wives were ill, and desired 
that he would give them his advice, which he pro- 
mised to do without difficulty, as all acquaintance 
with the fair-sex had hitherto been much to his ad- 
vantage. He was admitted into a large square 
apartment very ill-%hted, in which were about fifty 
women, all perfectly black, without any covering but 
a very narrow piece of cotton rag about their waists. 
While he was musing whether or not all these might 
be queens, or whether there was any queevL ^mssssm^ 
them, one of them took himTvi^eVs \>^ ^^^'^^'^^'»^^;^ 
Jed him rudely enough into ttwoX>a«t «.v«c\."a\«w\.. v x 
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kissed it, saying at the same time, in vei 

Arabic, " Kif-halek howajah ?" How dc 

merchant. "Nli. "ftiMCft nevir in his life ' 

pleased wVlYi diVaX'anX "i^\i.V^'C\^\\'»» vVvixv at 
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He aiuwered, '^ Peace be among you ! I am a pliysi- 
ctaiu and not a merchant*' Ttere was not one part 
of their whole bodies, ini^e and outside, in which 
Konie of them had not ailments. The three queens 
hisisted upon behig blooded, which desire Mr. Bruce 
complied with, as it was an operation that required 
stiort attendance : Imt, upon prodocinff the lancets, 
their hearts faileu them. Tliey then ail cried oat for 
the Tabange, which, in Arabic, means a pistol ; but 
what they meant by this word was the eapping-in- 
strnment, which goes off with a spring like the snap 
ofa pbtol. He had two of these, out not then in his 
Itocket. He sent hb servant liome, bowetrer, to brin); 
one, and, that same evaiilntf , performed the onsmtions 
i^n the tliree queens with great success. The room 
was overflowed with an effusioa of royal blood, and 
the whole ended with tlieir insbtiw upon his giving 
tiiem the histrameut itael^ wideh £e was obliged to 
do, after cupping two oi^ their slaves before them, 
who liad no complaints, merely to shew them how 
the operation was to be peribrmed. 

Another night Mr. Bruce was obliged to attend 
them, and gave vomits to the queens, and two or 
three of the src-at ladies. The room in which this 
operation took place was prodighwsly hot, and the 
horrid black figures, momdng and groaning with 
sickness all around, gave him some slight idea of tho 
punishment of the world below. He observed that, 
on cominff into their presence, tiie queens were co- 
vered with cotton shifts, but no sooner did tlieir com- 
plaints become the topic of eonversation than, to the 
utmost surprise of our traveller, each of them in turn 
stripped herself entirely naked, layinff her cotton 
shirt looselv on her lap as she sat cross-legiged like a 
tailor ; and he could not help observing uat their 
breasts reached down to their knees. 

One erening when Mr. Bruce was goinff to wait 
upon the king, being ahready within t& puace,' and 
passing through a number of rooms then totaU?^ ' 
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sorted, he was met by Mahomet, the king^ 
who htd RccompHnicNi him fhmi Teawa to I _ 

and who, counterfeiting drunkenneM, now cum i^ 
to him with a drawn 9wont, demandinff a raw . 
penae for his trouble. Mr. Brace threw niai to tii^ 
ground, disarmed him, and, with theasalstiaiMsaof U| 
bUclc servant Soliraan, who came up at the initnl^, 
carried him before the kins, who, on hearing tkt,' 
complaint, coldlj replied, ** That the man waa ditn^; 
and that tlie people of that country were not^aeeH^- 
tomed to see Franks, like our traveller, walking ;i| 
the streets." He even reproved Soliman for fate fkl^ 
sumption in disarming one of his servants bi hia nmi 
lace, and ordered Mahomet's sword to be returner ti' 
him. On his return home, Mr. Bruce, who was astA- 
nishcd at tliis behaviour of the king, met Kittuu^ 
Adelan'8 brother, who was left with the care of thi 
town. To him lie related the wliole affair. Kittoi 
declared that it was the king's fault, and advised Mi 
Bruce to keep as much at home as possible, and nev< 
to go out unattended, esf)ecially at night ; intimath 
also, that while he remained in Adelun*s house, n 
body durst molest him there. Mr. Bruce therefi 
resolved to keep close at home, and to put into so 
form the observations which he had made upon 
extraordinary government of Seimaar. 

This country, whicli had previously been occui 
by Arabs, incorporated tvith the old indigenous 
habitants, was invaded, and conquered in the be 
ning of the 10th century, by a black nation b 
settled on the western bank of the Bahar el A 
Tills race of negroes, called in their own cot 
Shillook, founded this monarchy, and built Se 
under Amru, son of Adelan, the first of tlreir 
reiii:ns, on the eastern side of the Nile. Fror 
period, till the time when Mr. Bruce visite( 
iiaar, twenty kings had n^gned, iiichidiiig I 
the 80veTe\gv\ X\\fexv ou \\\ft throne. Eight o 
had been de^oae^, wx'^. \^\E»al\w ^\a^^ the 



f being the nintb. It h one of the 
:hi9 brutal people, tliat the kinE ea- 



of bia own family who alone can be the Instrument of 
«heddmR (lie blood of bi» soverelga and bineman. 
This olficer, called Sid el Coom, or masEer of the 
king's hou!«liold, has no >ote in deposing him, nor 
ia any guilt imputed to bim, liow many Mever of hia 
«overei({ns he time regularly murders. Achmet Sid 
el Cuom, the then lieenaed n-gtclde and resident la 
lamain's palace, bad murdered the late King Nasser, 
and two of bin eons who were well grown, beaidea a 
child at the hreBBta ; and be waa daily eipec ting to 
confer the same favour on the reigning monarch. 
Thia man, who vae very much Mr. Bruee^a friend on 
account of the relief which he had experienced from 
hia prescriptiona for the gravel, furnished him willi 
a list of the kings, how fcng they reigned, and whe- 
ther Ihey died a natural death, or nere deposed and 
murdered. 

Dpon the death of a King of Sennaar, his eldest 
— .. . »,i. 1... riglit; and immediately afterwarda 

hbytheSidel Coom. 
Tnia pracijce oi murueriiig au tiie collatcrala of tije 
royal family seems to be but a part of the anme ideu 
which prevail) In Abyssinia, ofconfining the princea 
all their lives upon a mountain. Aa in Abyssinia, so 
neither in Sennuar, do women succeed to sovereignty. 
The royal family were originally Negroes, and remain 



nllv were originally Negroe 
n their mothers hiivc be, 

irry un A: 



iig h»s bapneni<d ti 



TRAVELS IN ABYSSI^'IA. 441 

try. Tliey have parapet roofs, which is a singular 
coui«truction ; for in other places, within the rains 
the roofs are all conical. The houses are all built of 
clay, with very little straw mixed with it. 

Nothing is more pleasant than the country around 
Sennaar, in the end of August and beginning of Sep- 
tember ; instead of that barren bare waste, which it 
appeared on Mr. Bruce's arrival in May, the corn 
now sprung up, and coverini; the ground, made the 
whole of this immense plain appear a level, green 
land, interspersed with great laKes of water, and or- 
namented at certain intervals with groups of villages, 
the conical tops of the houses presenting, at a great 
distance, the appearance of small encampments. 
Through this immense extensive plain winds the 
NiU>, a delightful river there, above a mile broad, 
full to the very brim, but never overflowing. Every 
where on these banks are seen numerous herds of the 
most beautiful cattle of various kinds, the tribute 
reecnily extorted from the Arabs, who, freed from 
all their \ exutions, return home with the remainder 
of tlieir flocks in peace, at as great a distance from 
the town, country, and their oppressors, as they pos- 
sibly can. 

War and treason seem to be the only employment 
of this horrid people, whom Heaven has separated, 
by almost impassable deserts, from the rest of man- 
kind, confining them to an accursed spot, seemingly 
to give them earnest in time of the only other worse 
state of being which it has reserved to them for an 
eternal hereafter. 

The dress of the natives of Sennaar is very simple. 
It consists of a long shirt of blue cloth called Ma- 
rowty, which covers them from the lower part of the 
neck down to their feet, but does not conceal the 
neck itself ; and this is the only difference between 
the men's and women's dress ; that of the women co- 
vers their neck altogether, being buttoned like ours. 
The men have sometimes a sash tied about the mid- 
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rounds a nuinhor of little islands, upon each 
is a village ; and this collection of villages 
the town of El-aice. The inhabitants are a 
f men, and have a number of bouts, like Cc 
which they sail up and down to the catarac 
second government, next to this in impor 
• Kordofan. Tlie revenue consists chierfy : 

'[ procured from Dyre and Tegla. This sit 

seems is the most convenient for invading the 
'• tains, either from its havhig watrr in tin 

*•' from some other cause that is not known 

frontier nearest to Dar-Fowr, a black state 
barbarous, if possible, than Sennaar, and 
it has often been taken from Sennaar, am' 
taken. Tlie third government is Fazucl< 
by the river El-aice on the west, and the 
east, and, the mountahis of Fazuclo^ wh 
ereat cataracts, on tiie south. Tnese an 
* * Targe mountains of Dyre and Tejjjla, wh 

K? far westward into the continent, from w 

ex the chief supply both of gold and slave 
stitute the riciies of this country ; lor 
■ ■ part of the revenue of Fazuclo is gold : 
FE son who commands it is the same nati\ 
1^ whom the army of Sennaar conquered 
»3' The forces at Sennaar, immediately 

« > pitul, consist of about 14,000 Nuba, wi 
V having no other armour than a slior 

round siiield, very bad troops, as our a 
'"^ >./%rs«. all black, mounted 
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subsistence, but for camels to carry his baggage, 
provisions, and water, across tlie desert. He now 
despaired absolutely of assistance of any kind from 
the king : and an accident that happened made him 
lay all thoughts aside of ever troubling him more 
upon the subject. There are at Mecca a number of 
black eunuclis, whose services are dedicated to that 
temple, and the sepulchre of Medina. Part of these, 
from time to time, procure liberty to return on a visit 
to their respective homes, or to the large cities where 
they were sold from, on the Niger, Bornou, Tocrur, 
and Tombucto, where they beg donations from the 
holy places, and frequently collect large sums of 
gold, which abounds in these towns and territories. 
One of these, called Mahomet Towash, which sigiii- 
iies Eunuch, had returned from a begging voyage in 
Sudan, or Nigritia, and was at Sennaar exceedingly 
ill with an intermitting fever. The king had sent for 
Mr. Bruce to visit him, and the bark, in a few days, 
had perfectly recovered him. A proportional degree 
of gratitude had, in return taken place in the breast 
of Mahomet, who, going to Cairo, was exceedingly 
desirous of taking Mr. Bruce with him ; and this de- 
sire was increased, when he heard he had letters from 
the Sheriffe of Mecca, and was acquainted with Me- 
tical Aga, who was his immediate master. Nothing 
could be more fortunate than this rencounter at such 
a time; for he had spare camels in great plenty; and 
the Arabs, as he passed them, continued giving him 
more, and supported him with provisions wherever he 
went ; for these people being accounted sacred, and 
reganied with a certain religious awe, as being in the 
immediate service of their prophet, till now used to 
pass inviolate wherever they were going, however 
unsettled the times, or however slenderly attended. 
Every thing was now ready, Mr. Bruce's instru- 
ments and baggage packed up, and the 2dtb of Au- 
gust iixed when they should begin their journey to 
Atbara. Mahomet,* who passed a great part of hk 
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abundantly provided with large firp-arms, that, upon 
one discharge through the door, will lay you all detul 
where you now stand ?" " Stand by from the door," 
cried Ismael, " and let rae fire. These black Kafrs 
don't yet know what my blunderbuss is." Tliey had 
been silent from the time Mr. Bruce had spoicen, and 
had withdrawn the handspike from under the door. 
** Ullah ! Ullah !" said one of them softly, "how sound 
you sleep ! we have been endeavouring to awaken you 
this hour. The kini^ is ill : tell Yagoube to come to the 
palace, and open the door instantly." " Tell the kiii'^,' 
replied Mr. Bruce, " to drink water, and I will see hiia 
in the morning." At this time one of Mr. Brucc'rt 
eervants tired a pistol in the air, out of an upper win- 
dow ; upon which they all ran off. They seemed to 
be about ten ortwelve in number, and left three hand- 
spikes behind them. The noise of the pistol brought 
the guard, or patrole, in about half an hour, who 
carried intelligence to the Sid el Coom, our travel- 
ler's friend, by, whom he was informed in the morn- 
ing, that he had found out all the culprits, and put 
them in irons : tliat Mahomet, the king's servant, 
who met them at Tcawa, was one ; and that there 
was no possibility now of concealing this from Adr- 
ian who would order him to be impaled. 

Things were now come to such a crisis, that Mr. 
Bruce was determined to leave his instruments and 
papers with Kittou, Adelan's brother, or with the 
Sid el Coom, while he went to Shaddly to see Ade- 
lan. But first he thought it necessary to apply to 
Ilugi Belal, to try what lands they could raise to pro- 
vide necessaries for their journey. Mr Bruce shew- 
ed him the letter of Ibrahim, the English broker of 
Jidda, of which before he had received a copy and 
repeated advices, and told him he should want 200 
.•,e(iuins at least, for his camels and provisions, as well 
.'IS for some presents tiiat he should have occasion for, 
to make his way to the great men in Atbara. Never 
was surprise better counterfeited than by this maxs.^ 
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H^ beld np his bands hi tbentniott astonisbiiieBt. re- 
IM-atin? 300 sequins ! twenty times orer, and asked 
Mr. Brace if ne tbongbt money grew opnn trees at 
S'^nnaar : that it was with the utmost diflScnltT he 
coiiid spare him twenty dollars, part of which he 
mii«t borrow from a friend. 

This was a stroke that seemed to hiBDre Mr. Bmce*^ 
(!e«truction, no other reconrce being now left He 
was already indebted to Hagi Belal twenty dollars for 
pro\ i^ion :'he had seven months to feed daily ; and is 
lit* had neither meat, money, nor rredit, to'eontinne 
at Sennaar «-as impossible. He had seen, a few 
ni /iits before, that no hoase conld protect him there ; 
a:i*l to leave Seimaar was, in bis situation, os im- 
j)" >ibl* as to stay there. He h:id neither camels to 
carry lirovi-ioii:* and baggage, jwr skins for watt-r; 
imr, ir.ti'.td, any provisions to carry, nor money to 
>ii]i]iiy hiiu<t'it with any of these, nor knew any per- 
!">M that could tiive hira assistance nearer than Cairo. 
tVoiii wljicli they were tlien distant about 17"* of the 
iiiTliliun. or above lOOU niilt^ in a straight line; 
LTeat part of which was throutzh the most barren. 
it.hospitaijit: d(:>t'r:s in the world, destitute of sH 
Vfiiftation, ami of e^ery animal that had the breath 
«'t' li:e. Ha-i Bi-lal was inflexible: he began now 
TO h»: weary of our travellers, to see them b;t «ldoni : 
i'l.d there 'wa-« great appearance of his soon with- 
ilniwinjr hinj>elt entirely. 

Mr. Bruce's servants began to mnrmnr: some of 
them had known of his gold chain from the bet^in- 
iiinir. and tiie.^e, in the common danger, imparted 
what they knew to the rest. In short, he resolved, 
t::ough ver}- unwilling, not to sacrfice his own life 
wTi'i tliat ot his ^ervaIlts, and the completion of hb 
Xrii\i*\,Yvc\"w <j far advanoetl, to childish vanity. He 
deti'i\uv\\v'v\ \\\v\v:V^tvV^ >fti\\iiulon his gold chain, the 
\i.)\.ouT«L\i\v* xvco\\\Y«^'*ft ^"^ w^«s SMV^of fatiinie awl 
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it could be to nobody but Hagi Belal, bad as he had 
reason to think be was. However, to put a check 
upon him, he sent for the Sid el Coom,in whose pre- 
sence he repeated his accusation against Belal ; he 
read the SeraflTs letter in his favour, and the several 
letters that Belal had written him whilst he was at 
Gondar, declaring his acceptance of the order to fur- 
nish him with money when he should arrive at Sen- 
naar; and he upbraided him in the strongest terms 
with duplicity and breach of faith. But all that he 
could say was very short of the violent expostulation 
from the Gindi that immediately followed. He gave 
Hagi Belal many not obscure hints, that he loolced 
upon this injury as done to himself, and would repay 
him : that tiiough he had done this to please the kin?, 
the time might not be far off when that favour woula 
be of very little use to him ; on the contrary, might 
be a reason for stripping him of all he had in the 
world. The force of these arguments seemed to 
strike Hagi Belal's imagination very powerfully. 
He even offered to advance 50 sequins, and to see 
if he could raise any more among his friends. The 
Gindi, a rare instance in that country, offered to 
lend him fifty. But the die was now cast, the chain 
had been produced and seen, and it was become ex- 
ceedingly dangerous for Mr. Bruce to carry such a 
quantity of gold in any shape along with him. He 
therefore consented to sell it to Hagi Belal in pre- 
sence of the Gindi, and they immediately set about 
the purchase of necessaries ; with this proviso, that 
if Adelan, upon Mr. Bruce's going to Shaddly, did 
furnish him with camels and necessaries, so much of 
the chain should be returned. 

It was the 5th of September, that they were all 
prepared to leave the capital of Nubia, an inhospita- 
ble country from the beginning, and which, every 
day they contmued in it, had engaged them in greater 
ditficulties and danger. They flattered themselvc-s, 
that, once disengaged from this bad step, the (5,rea.te^t. 

14 'I Q 
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{>art of th«'ir suireringti was over : for they appre- 
ic'iidcd nuthiug bat from men, and, with very greal 
reason, thought they hud seen the worst of them. 

In the evening Mr. Bruce received a message froin 
the king to come directly to the palace. He accord- 
ingly obeyed, taking two servants along with him, 
ami t'ounil him sitting in a little low chamber, very 
neatly Utted up with chintz, or printed calico curtaiofl 
of a very guy and gluriiig putteni. He was smoking 
with a very* long Persian pipe through water, wu 
alone, and seemed rather grave than in ill humour. 
He gave Mr. Uruce his hund to kiss as usual; and, 
alter punshig a moment without speaking, during 
which our traveller was standing belore him, a slave 
hroa>;ht him u little stool, and set it down just oppo- 
site to him; upon which he said, in a low voice, so 
tiiat Mr. Bruv'e could scarcely hear him, " Fudda, irii 
down," pointuig to tlie stool. He sat down acconl- 
iii<,dy. *• You are going, I hear." said he, " to Ade- 
laii." Our traveller answered, " Yes." *• Did be 
Stud for you?" Mr. Bruce said, " No; but, as be 
wanti'd to return to E-^ypt, he expected letters from 
him ill answer to th«>."»e lie brouirht from Cairo." 
" Von are not so gay,'' i)hs».'rvi'd the king, ** as wbeii 
you tirst arrived hen*/' •' I have had itu very gri-at 
r»*as()ii,'' said Mr. Bruce. Their conversatlou \v;u( 
now laking u very laconic and serious turn, but hi 
did not seem to understand the uieanhi;^ of what oui 
travilltT said la.-«t. *' Adelan," he again bejun. " li;i.^ 
sent for you by my desire : Wed Abrotf and all ih^ 
Jciiahia Arabs have rebelled, and will pay no tribuu- 
Tiicy say you iia\e a quantity of i)owtriul tire-anu- 
with you,' that will kill twvnty or thirty men at si 
siiot.'* "Say fiity or sixty, if it hits tliem." Ih 
is iherefon; to employ you with your guns to piuii?i' 
iliose Arabs, and sj)oil them of tlieir o.iinels. part «': 
which he will gi\e to you." Mr. Bruce presenth 
understood what he meant, and only answered, ** I 
am a sXiviu^^t here, and desire to hurt uo man. Mi 
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arms are for my own defence j^ainst rolibery and 
violence/' At this instant the Turk, Hagi Ismael, 
cried from -without the door, in broken Arabic, 
** Why did you not tell those black Kafrs, you sent 
to rob and murder us the other night, to stay a little 
longer, and you would have been better able to jud^e 
what our fire-arms can do, without sending for us 
either to Abroff or Adelan. By the head of the pro- 
phet ! let them come in the day time, and I will fight 
ten of the best you have in Sennaar." " The man 
is mad," said the kin^, ^' but he brings me to speak 
of what was in my head when I desired to see you. 
Adelan has been informed that Mahomet, my servant, 
who brought you from Teawa, has been guilty of a 
drunken frolic at the door of his house, and has sent 
soldiers to take him to-day with two oi three others 
of his companions." " I know nothing about Ma- 
homet ;" replied our traveller, ** nor do I drink with 
him, or give him drink. About half a score of peo- 
ple broke into Adelan's house in the night, with a 
view to rob and murder us, but I was not at the piiins 
to fire at such wretches as these. Two or three ser- 
vants with sticks were all that were needful. I un- 
derstand, indeed, that Shekh Adelan is exceedingly 
displeased that I did not fire at them, and has sent to 
the Gindi, ordering him to deliver two of them to 
him to-morrow to be executed publicly before the 
door of his house on the market day. But this, you 
know is among yourselves. I am very well pleased 
none of them are dead, as they might have been, by 
my hands or those of my people." " True," replied 
the king, " but Adelan is not king, and I charge you, 
when you see him, to ask for Mahomet's life, or a con- 
siderable deal of blame will fall upon yon. When 
you return back, I will send him to conduct you to 
the frontiers of Egypt." Upon this Mr. Bruce bowed 
and took his leave. He went home perfectly deter- 
mined what he was to do. He had now obtained 
from the king an involuntary safeguard tiLV\s&'^^^<ij§^ 
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arrive at Aiakrft; that li, be «M HnJ 
hopa Hr. Bniea might pioenra ■ raprlMal 
homet, BO m» would be Uid Ibr hiB M-4 
He deMnntncd, Itaerribre, to buIes thrjM 
his lime; erory tiling bebig laaSj, ^H 
loaded, and lent fbnnnl tiiat idglit te ■ ■ 
lege ealled BoUnun, three or ftlirmltai«3 
naur. HaTli« tattled lili aecoiniti wia'SH 
be received back di Unk*. the nlMrabk^ 
one handled and elgtatv-fbiuv of whleb ■ 
cliiihionceeontiisled. Thli traitor kept him 
last miiiDtei la tvrlte e letter to the EnsHeh a 
to recoinmenrl him tor the len'lce he had d 
Brace at Sennuat ; end tlits ha complied nf 
lie might inform the hroker Ibrahim that ha 
ccifed no raonp; from his carre^pondent, b 
hiui H CKDtioq never Bgaui to trust Hagi : 
eimilar circaioBtuiieee. 

After leaving Sennoar, Ur. Brace nns in 
on Ibe roed by a hlack alure, who at first g 
Game apprehenaion, aa he wan alone nith o 
Barbarian, a Nubian servant by the aide of fa: 
and was going elowly. Upon fnquirv. he tbi 
tit be sent by Hitgi Belal with a buaknt col 
aome green tea and augar, and fonr bottles i 
Inretarn forhia letifr. He aeDt back the me 
and gave tlie care of the baabel: to his oirn 
and, uboat ten o'clock hi the evening of tbi 
September they all met UHEther joyfully at E 
Here Mr. Bruce commnnlcatcd to liis attend 
rrsolutiun id proceed at once fbr Athara, rati 
sufier himaelt to be again entangled between 
and the king. 

Accordingly on the Bth of Sfptembir, tliev 
Ullage of Sollinan; and on the 4tli of C 
uftiir meeting with <;iriaaa advea^lre^ in the 
of their journey, hut none of any materi 
aequHnce, the31WtWei\iAC\iendi,Qr Chundi, 
H Jarfie village, llie cupv^aX o?\i» KaWiiA,^^, 
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ment of which belongs to Sittina, (as she is called), 
which sigTiifies the Mistress, or the Lady, she being 
sister to Wed A\ieeh, the principal of the Arabs iii 
this country. She had been married, but her husband 
was dead. She Jiad one son, Idris Wed el Faal, who 
was to succeed to the government of Chendi upon 
his mother's death, and who, in effect, governed all 
affairs of his kindred already. 

On the 12th of October, Mr. Bruce waited upon 
Sitlina, who received him behind a screen, so that it 
was impossible either to see her fijrure or her face ; 
he observed, however, that there were apertures so 
managed in the screen that she had a perfect view of 
him. She expressed herself with great politeness ; 
talked much upon tlie terras in which Adelan was 
with the king, and wondered exceedingly how a 
white man like him should venture so far in such an 
ill-governed country. "Allow me, Madam," said 
Mr. Bruce, " to complain of a breach of hospitality in 
you, wliicli no Arab has been yet guilty of towards 
ine." " Me 1" said she, " that would be strange in- 
<ieed, to a man that bears my brother's letter. How 
can that be ?" *' Why, you tell me, Madam, that I 
am a white man, by which I know that you see me, 
without giving me the like advantage. The queens 
of Sennaar d.d not use me so hardly ; I had a full 
sight of them witiiout having used any importunity." 
Oil this she broke out into a great fit of laughter : 
then fell into a conversation about medicines to make 
her hair grow, or rather to hinder it from falling off. 
She d{!t*ired Mr. Bruce to come to her the next day : 
that her son Idris would be then at home from the 
Howat ; and that he very much wished to see him. 
She that day sent him plenty of provisions from her 
own table. 

On the 13th, it was so excessively hot that it wns 
iinj)o.ssible to suffer the burning sun. The poisonous 
shuooni blew likewise as if it came from an oven. 
TJie eyes of our traveller and his attendants were 



4Ji TBATELB IK ABTIBIHIiL. 

^m, tta^ lipi oMktd, thdr kneM 
thrMU p«rbellf dn, aod no rri'-' 
driaklng aa bnamUTste qnuntl 
people BdTlMd Kr. Bnioe to dip a ip 
aniTwaUr. mud hold it before lih n 
ibli siwtljr nllerad bin. In the si 
to SitUiu. Upon entering lbs k-^ 
iKid hoU of Um by the hand, m 




a variciy uf goid chi 

plaited in tai or tvelie ainall dlvit 

wliicli hung down below her vaist; and over her 
ihrowQ a cummoii colton nhite garment. 8ha hi 

turple silk glole, or«carf, hung very gracefully D 
er baclt, broujdit aitain round her waiit, ifitl 
covering lier 9)>oulden or arms. Upon her wrfsti 
had two bracelets like bandculi^, about half an 
thick, and two (lold maoaeleaof Ihe aame at her 
full an incb in diameter, the moat disagreeabla 
onkward part other dreea. Hr. Bruce eipecfad 
would have hurried through with some affectatji 
surprise. On the contrary, she slopt in the mid^ 



II opporli 



D, snjing, in a very grave manner, " 
w are you!" Mr. Bruce thopzht tlib 
inilv a( kiiBliig her baud, which be 



rtof relnctance. _ 
tm," aatd Mr. Bruce, 
aay one worn." sne Bowed with her bead, and 
"(io in at ihal door, and 1 will liear you." 
xlave appeured, andcarrlM himthrouj^hadoora 
buttiimot'lbcpaiSBgemMia room, while her mta 
vjiiiished ill aianuftiet 4iititw,v''w.\»^,™A.««"r( 
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the screen he had seen the day before, and the lady 
behind it. 

She was a woman scarcely forty, taller than the 
middle size, had a very round plump face, her mouth 
rather large, very red lips, the finest teeth and eyes 
he had seen ; but at the top of her nose, and between 
her eye-brows, slje had a small speck made of anti- 
mony, four-cornered, and of the size of the smallest 
patches our women used to wear : another rather 
longer upon the top of her nose, and one hi the mid- 
dle of her chin. 

Sittina. " Tell me what you would say to me as a 
physician." Yog. " It was, Madam, but inconsequence 
of your discourse yesterday. That heavy gold cap 
with which you press your hair will certainly be the 
cause of a great part of it falling oflT." Sltt. " I 
believe so ; but I should ciitch cold, I am so accustomed 
to it, if I was to leave it off. Are you a man of name 
and family in your own country ?" Yag, " Of both, 
Madam." Sitt. " Are the women handsome there ?" 
Yag. " The handsomest in the world. Madam ; but 
they are so good, and so excellent in all other respects, 
that nobody thinks at all of their beauty, nor do they 
value themselves upon it." Sltt. "And do they 
allow you to kiss their hands?" Yag. " I understand 
you. Madam, though you have mistaken me. There 
is no familiarity in kissing hands ; it is a mark of 
homage and distant respect paid in my country to 
our sovereigns, and to none earthly besides." Sitt. 
" O yes ! but the khigs." Yag. *' Yes, and the queens 
too always on the knee. Madam : I said our sove- 
reigns, meaning both king and queen. On her part, 
it is a mark of gracious condescension, in favour of 
rank, merit, and honourable behaviour ; it is a reward 
for dangerous and difficult services, above all other 
compensation." Sitt. " Buj; do you know that no man 
ever kissed my hand but you ?" Yag. " It is impossi- 
ble I should know that, nor is it material. Of this I 
am confident, it was meant respectfully, cannot Kact 



. , not Uf ofleiid yoii 

iiily luH lions nejtiier: bnt I wit 
^Jny von wguM came and we you, u it is dti hi!' aecml 
X T3r»iwsJ iiiy»BKlo-duy." Yag. "I hope, Uwtol 
I .«llul I du wa I'im Iw will tliink of tame wa.v afig 
" is<H •itfel]' to Bxrbar, in m.j way lo Elg^pl 
,^„. '•■SiiWy! God forgito yoa ! you are throirt 
Anuneir stray wmbmlj'. Idrli Mmiell', lilngDftI 
ysantry, dsm not ultil urtike lucli a joumtT' S 
pflij did Dot yoo go sloiig irilh Hahoruet Tamd 
Iw «et ou t oa ly Vwr dsyg »)sp fto Cairo, (lis an 
^■^■BManiHMMrtiMlBTe, takfn nil t 
B^QBBI^BHnFporter.- 9i.id she 
btf Slave. WMD Hie porter Mffle, * Da yoa know 
KBhamst Towasb b goas to Bgypt?' ' 1 know : 
it gOM to B«Tb«r,' MUd ths pDHer : 'the two Hat 
nuU, and Abdrl Jeleel, the Biihoreen, are «i 
him.' < Why did he take all tlie Hybeen!' « 
SlltioB. ■ The men were tired and diBcoaraged,' S 
Bwcred the |»rter, ' by tlicir late ill-uiage miiu t 
Cubbueeah, luid being itripped of every thing, th 
wanted tu be at home.' ' Samchody elte will offi 
said ilie, ' but you must not go without a ffMyi m 
with you ; I wU! not suffer you. Tliese Biehart 
are people known here, anil may he trusted : b 
wliile you ituy let me see you eiery duy, and If y 
want any thing, send hy a tenant of luine. It ii 
t»i, I know, improperly laid apon a man like yt 
to a»k for every necessary ; but Idria will be he 
and he will provide for you better/" Mr. Bruce yn 
away upon Ihia convenalion. and soon found tl 
Mabonu^t Towasb lud so well fallowed the directi 
oftliekiiigof 
guiik'B of iK)ie 



Tuuaii^upuu the very un proniiiiiiii: aspect of liisuffai 
101 AraVi o( leYj ordinary uppcaranoe, naked, wi 
only acotlaa>s\<i>bKtaai&\Oa'CiMiUa,tuaeup to hi 
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and offered to conduct him to Barbar, and thence to 
Ei^ypt. He said his house was at Daroo on the side 
of the Nile, about twenty miles beyond Syene, or 
Assouan, nearer Cairo. Our traveller asked lilm why 
lie had not gone with Mahomet Towash ? He «aia, 
he did not like the company, and was very much 
mistaken if their journey ended well. Upon pressinjj: 
him further if this was really the only reason j he 
confesded that he had been sick for some months at 
Chendi, contracted debt, and had been obliged to 
pawn his clothes, and that his camel was detained for 
what still remained unpaid. After inuch conversation, 
repeated several days, Mr. Bruce found that Idris 
(for that was his name) was a man of some substance 
in his own country, and had a daughter married to the 
Schourhatchie at Assouan. He said that this was his 
last journey, for he would never cross the desert 
airain. A bargain was now soon made. Mr. Bruce 
redeemed his camel and cloak; he engaged to shew 
him the way to Ej:ypt,and he was there to be recom- 
pensed, acconlin;;- to his behaviour. 

Our traveller now prepared to leave Chendi, but 
first returned his benefactress Sittina thanks for all 
her favours. She had called for Idris, and given him 
very positive instructions, mixed with threats, if he 
misbehaved ; and hearing what Mr. Bruce had done 
for him, she too gave iiim an ounce of gold. Our 
traveller l»egged he might be again allowed to testify 
his gratitude by kisshig her hand, which she conde- 
scended to in the most gracious manner, laughing all 
the time, and saying, '* Well, you are an odd man I if 
Idris my son saw nie just now, he would think me n;ad." 

On the 20th of October, in the evening, they left 
Chendi, and rested two miles from the town, and 
about a mile from the river ; and next day, the !21st, 
at three quarters past four in the morning, they con- 
tinued thoir journey, and passed through live or six 
villages of tiie Jahaleen on tlieir left. At this place 
begins a large island in the Nile several miles long, 




that of AiDin in Ahywinla. They uw 
Iirokcn pedeatuls, like thou of Axnm. 
•il^netl for the 9tiitue« of tlie do(; ; and _._ 
ob'-liak, with Lleroalrplilci almiMt toUIIj 

On tlie auth, tliey ciime to Oooi, a sn 

wiiicti nevertbeless is tlie eBfrital of Barbir. 

village is a collection of miaerabto liorela eonpoari . 
of clay and cane!. There are not in it abora thirty * 
houses, but there are sii or Eeven difiVrent Tillact*. ' 
Here a mistbrlune happened Co Idrii their Hyboei.wha a 
waaarreBtedfordebt, andcarriedtoprison, Aa tbq n 
KKTe now upon the very edge of the desert, and la /I 
■ce no other inhabited place till they ihonld raid u 
Egvpt, Mr. Bruce was not displeased to hare U b It 
his'pnner to luy him under anotlier obligation betan 'A 
tliey trusted tliair lives In his handi, vhich they wan [| 
immediately to do. Onrtraveller.therafbra, paUUi ( 
ikbt, and rrconciled liim with hia creditors, who, oi 
tlipir part, beliaved very moderately to him. 

HavhiK reireivtd nil the aBsuruncea possible fma 
Idris, tliat he would live and die with tliem, andafter 
having repeated the prayer of peace, our travellen 
committed themselveH to the desert. There weia 
lamuel the Turk, two Greek aervsntB, besides Oeorgii, 
ivho n-aa aiinOHt blind and useless ; Iwu Bdrbariani, 
who took care of the camels; Idria, and a joung 
inuit, a relation of his, who joined iiim at Barbar, to 
return home; tn nil nine pei-i^ons, eight only of whim 
were effective. Th^ were all welt ar- - -" -' ■' - 



They left Gooz November 6, and set out for tbc 
waterlng-plnce, which is helow a little village calkd 
Hassa. AW tlie west side of the Nile is ftill of vil- 
lages down to Ta.Vt^\ \bA \iia3 aia all J ' " 
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without government, and perpetually in rebellion- 
The Nile at Hassa runs at the foot of a mountain 
called Jibbel Ateshan, or the Mountain of Thirst. 

Having left Hassa on the 11th, they next day 
reached Waadi Amour, where they alighted, after 
they had ^one six hours with great diligence. Waadi 
Amour has a few trees and shrubs, but scarcely 
enoujjfh to afford any shade, or night's provision for 
their camels. Being now without fear of the Arabs 
who live upon the Nile, from which they were at a 
sufficient distance, they, with the same view to safety, 
declined approaching the mountains, but held their 
course nearly N. to a small spot of grass and whito 
sand, called Assa Nagga. Here their misfortune^ 
began, from a circumstance they had not attended 
to. Their shoes, that had needed constant repair, 
were become at last absolutely useless, and the hard 
ground, from the time they had passed Amour, had 
worn the skin off in several places, so that their feet 
were very much inflamed by the burning sand. 

On thel4tli they ali<(hted among some acacia-trees 
at Waadi el Halhoub, havinfjgone twenty-one miles. 
They were here surprised and terrified by a number 
of prodigious moving pillars of sand. In the evening 
they came to Waadi Dimokea, where they passed the 
nignt, much disheartened, and their fear more in- 
creased, when they found, upon waking in the morn- 
ing, that one side was perfectly buried in the sand 
that the whid had blown above them in the night. 

From this day, subordination, though not entirely 
ceased, was fast on the decline ; all was discontent, 
nmrmuring, and fear. Their water was greatly di- 
minished, and that terrible death by thirst began to 
stare them in the face, and this was owing in a great 
measure to their own imprudence. 

Oa the 15th they left Waadi Dimokea, and in the 
afternoon came to an opening in the ridge of rocks ; 
the passage is about a mile broad, throuerh which they 
continued till tliey alighted at the fQotck^\.VNfcVi«,^^csNsi>^ 
Del Aned. Tl\e pVacvi \a t'A\\^^\^ ♦^d.^v^'^ ^^^*^- 
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ftye feet deep ; Imt the best tasted water was in the 
cleft of a rock, about thirty yards higher, on the west 
side of this narrow outlet.' All the water, however, 
was very foul, with a number of animals both aquatic 
and land. 

They left Chi;rgnre November 17, and on the 18th 
they passed through a sandy plain, without trees or 
verdure. At ten o'clock they alighted at a place 
called Erboyui. where are some trees, to feed tiieir 
camels. At half-past one o'clock they left this, and 
came to a large wood of broom. Here, for the first 
time, they saw a shrub which very much rescnibled 
Spanish brooni. The whole ground is dead sand, 
with some rocks of reddish granite. In the evening 
they alighted in a wo<id, called Terfowey, full of 
trees and grass. The trees are the tallest and largest 
they had seen since leaving the Nile. 

On the 27th, at half-pa^t live in the morning, they 
attempted to raise their camels by every method tha; 
they could devise, but all in vain ; only one of them 
could get upon his legs, and that onc'did not stand 
two minutes till he kneeled down and could never be 
raised afterwards. Eveiy way they turned them- 
selves, death now stared them in the lace. Tliey had 
neither time nor strength to waste, nor provisions to 
support them. They then took the small skins that 
bad contained their water, and filled them as far as 
they thought a man could carry them with ease ; but 
after all these shifts there was not enough to serve 
them three days, at which they had estimated their 
journey to Syene, which still however was uncertJiin. 
Finding, therefon*, the camels would not rise, they 
killed two of them, and took so much flesh as might 
serve for the deficiency of bread ; and, irom the 
stomacli of each of the camels, got abonr four gallons 
of water. The small remains of their nu:4!M-able stock 
of black bread and dirty water, the only .^ui)i)ort they 
had hitlierto lived on amidst the burning *an(ls, and 
tlieir spirits likewise wen; exhausted bv vuv vi\\R>?xVio<N\v\ 
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of their journey's end. They were sarroanded nMVf ' 
those terrible and unusual phenomena of NatiMi 
which Providence, in mercy to the weakness of Ut 
creatures, has concealed far from their si^ht, in ^ 
si,'rts almost inaccetisible to them. Nothing but desA 
was before their eyes : all Mr. Bruce'a papers, Ui 
rpiadrant, 161680001*8, and time-keeper, werenoirta 
be abandoned to the rude and ifznomnt hauidsof rob' 
ben*, or to be buried ui the sands. However, on tbe 
t29th, to their inexpressible joy, they saw tlie psb?' 
trees at Assouan, and a quarter before ten arriredis 
a ^rov({ of palm-trees on the north of tiiat city. 

Mr. Bruce was obliged to keep his room five or six 
days ar'ter his arrivui ; but, as ^oon as he ^ot better, 
he and iiis S'.-rvants >(»t nut on dromedaries, in ordtf 
to recover liis I)a'j'-'aire. The Aja had Si'iit four »r- 
viiut.-t h(-lon>:ing to nis s;<iides to accompany tht-m; 
a('li\(', lively, and uoiMl-hunioured fellows. Aboiil 
twelve o'clock, tiiey i:ot into a valley, and hid them- 
selves in the lowt'>t part of it, under a b.ink, fortiuJ 
ni;^ht Wiis exceedin;; cold ; Mr. IJruce was afraid tli2t_ 
they hiid pa>sed iiis buj^iraire in the dark, as none of 
ihem WL-re perfucily sure of the place ; but, assoouas 
li^^ht came, they recovered their track as fresh and 
entire as when they made it. After huvin:; gone 
about half an hour in their former footstep.", they 
had the unspeakable sati>faction to lind the quadrant 
and whole baj^gairej and by them the bodies of their 
hlan^litered camels, a small part of one of tlieui hav- 
i\i'^ been torn by the haddaya, or kite. 

Mr. IJruce, after having received a very kind re- 
ception at this i)lace, on the 11th of DeeemluT, set 
out ior (lairo, wliere he arrived on the 10th of Janu- 
ary, 177:$. All IJey no longer held the sovereis^i 
jjower at ('airo. His son-in-law, Mahomet Bey, h;vil 
rxp.'lU'dhiuiund usurped his power. Mahomel Bey. 
wlicii inl'ovuw<\. o*^ ^^x. XJixviLR-vi.'* arrival, sent a party, 

who W it\l \U\VV!\\ T \\vivi.\UV^'*> ^\\'5iL\v«LX>^V \.\«aX,\s,VA\t , cou- 
dllCted our Ua.N^^'^^^ Sxv\^i\^\^ ^xt^^'VSJ:.^. V.^ x^^'O.s^ 



i 



TRAVELS IN ABYSSINIA. 4G3 

him kindly, permitted hitn to sit, and ordered himli 
present of a basket of oranges with a thousand sequins 
at the bottom. Our countryman refused the money, 
as he could be suppled by bankers at Cairo to whom 
he had letters of credit. Mahomet then presented 
him with a caftan, or robe, in testimony of his kind- 
ness, and expressed a wish that he would ask some 
other favour. Mr. Bruce represented the inconveni- 
ences and oppressions to which the English trade 
was subjectea at Jidda ; and wished Mahomet to per- 
mit them to resort to Suez as their mart. He readily 
obtained a firman to that purpose : and thus performed 
a very signal service. 

After some stay at Cairo he proceeded to Alexan- 
dria, where he arrived without any thing material 
occurring. He here embarked for France; and, 
after a passage of about three weeks, during which 
he encountered a violent storm off Dema, where he 
was once shipwrecked, he at length arrived in safety 
at Marseilles. 
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